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form* that Mr, Root had impressed no 
Liberian. Delegates Mom tbdr departure 
tho necessnty of folluwiug His Majesty's 
.GovurimmMa advice, United States' 
Government will transmit Inter the report 
of a white Oonaat-GfoertJ^ who to bring 
setti- out to Liberal (wo No* 73) .. 66 

Liberian iBforais. Refer* to No. 67. Trans- 
mica No, 72, and requests that hp tvilE 
communicate suIhjauco of telogmm to 
President lUreky (mo No. J 35) .. 63 

Liberian reforma. Refer* to Na. 53. fn- 
fcrmS of Mr. [Amont's appointment. 4s 
FiliMltkl Adviser !o Liberian Government. 

Staten that oo-opemuion of Uallied tibitca’ ' 
Government III administration of CuSTOUin 
or police would bo uunroeHUMy, **• French 
officials Iwvo already agreed to help 
Rrictoh, Slights that United State*' 
Governmunt, riloulct initiate judicial re- 
forma ‘ .. ♦, * * .. 69 

Reforms in Liberia. Refura tu N'os. 43 and 
54, Recommend* more stringent control 
of Liberian Government EYeriiiuui 
Jiftrcky agrees aud desires that United 
Stales' Government should urge Lite 
LllieriaEi Mission in America to act in 
accordance with llrittoh nggesfiotlt. 
Request* thru United Stales' Governtnent 
should lit! ii|jpra*c3n:d at once (nee No, B8) 70 

FT&ikxf - Liberian Kotmdnry Copmfinkia. 
TrOttftflH* OiUTOSjxrlldence respiting - ♦ 70 

Journey of Liberian Mission. Refers to 
No, 58. Informs of duiuga of Lilicrian 
Missum in Iteriim Papers welcome idea of 
Cuinrmnobl Treaty between (.ifirmimy and 

Liberia .. *, ** 71 

AoglO'Jdberino boundary. Transmits No.70, 
ftjjd oaTfl for observations {see No, 85} .. 72 

Visit of Liberiau Delegation to United States. 

Refer* to No. 68, Inform* Of eonvcraatton 
with Mr. Roe* rMMcting attitude of United 
State* towards Liberia. Al&o of attitude 
of LertJinny .. .* .. »« 72 

Visit to Berlin of Liberian envoy!*. Cunyer- 
wnLons with If err von Sbbocn and United 
Stetea' Ambassador respecting ., -. 74 


Angto-Liberian IsjuuJorv. Refers to No. 33. , 

No intention to abandon urigLus^ sugges¬ 
tions for boundary. Authorised to ; 
approach. Liberian Government in sou (Mr of 
original propjsftJa when be eoaridertt it 
opportune ,* .. .+ »- 74 

VUftt of Liberian Delegation to United States, i 
Forwards LrniErttotitffiH given to the f/filo- 1 

gates . , *, -- ■ f 74 

Gunrboat for S.ibarLfl, Tr aps m i La Eistaof guns 
*uh! Awunnni tloin urhfcli could bo unippiied 
to Liberian GovertimeDt (see N'cs. 91 and 

100) ,. .. .* 76 
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Strtuntrf. 

Pogft 

84 

Consul Wollb 

i ■ 

2tTaL 

Aug. 16, tm 

limploymcat of Freuclt officers m Liberian 
fVontit-T Force- Kefers to No. 50. Presi¬ 
dent Larcky will not agree to ,. ., 

77 


Oolonm! Oflico 

*» 

* s* 

it 

AagEo-F™Mh Liberian boundary. Refeni 
to No. 76, Suggesta answer to be retUrlitii 
Lo M. Cnzuboti (tseo No, 94} +, 

77 

86 

Mr. Howard 

-■ -■ 

6 

10, 

LLburuin Dahjr&fdon Co Unitftl States of 
America and CJonnatiy. Info ruin of teto- 
gram from BtirJin to Now York Tribune- 1 ' 
Rumoured tliat (Jermim Foreign tJffk-e 
listened favourably to representations of 
Envoys + . ,, ., 

77 

87 

Cotmil Wallas 

p* 

75 

Confidential 

July 25, 

Liberian reform h, ll^prt-conversation with 
Mr. Stewart, who waa sent by President 
Utircky fcj inquire wJiut uupport Hii 
Mttjr'FHi.y'fl Govmiimf’Lit would give to 
reforms . ». . * 

78 

88 

>» *i 

■pV 

78 

Confidential 

A tig- 2, 

Liberian reforms. Refers to Nos- 47, 54, and 
75. Explains UL attitude as to c^tenBLcu 
of reforms , , „ M i. 

79 

89 

If >1 


32 T*L 

n* 

Franco and Liberia. Kofara to No, SHL 
French are pressing Ubcrian GofefUfnent 
te appoint French ofEcura in Cltstoma Md 

Frontier Kbrcf, Can Hi* Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment ailr them (O denial- from doing tliia? 
{ 9 W Nos, 90, 93. lbl. and 112}.. 

81 

to 

it it 


33 Tel 

ft 

i% 

France and Liberia- Elefi-rs to No, 89. Sug- 
greta Freocfr afiould ask for appointment 
of French doctor and I^ost Offlco officials 
instv.ad of Cuatomfl inspecter. Thin might 
he suggested to French GoTornineut 
thru ii.irii M. Crommclin (see Ncrt- EJ8, 95, 
and 141) 

81 

91 

To TreMury 

* - 

■ ft 

2k> 

Gnti-boal for Liberia, IfeilVrs to No. 83, 
Asl;s permi-^iOu to offer certain armamont 
and anuntmitlon to Liberian Governcftwit 
(sen No, 98). - 

81 

tt 

Afcmoraadum com¬ 
municated by Mr. 
W. J. Lament 

ft . 

U, 

Navigation of Manoh River. Transmits 
Mcantmndnm of tuggestion to carry oof. 
rncllities proposed to be graiitcd to Govern¬ 
ment of Liberia in connoclion with (see 
No. 103) 

82 

n 

To OooitLil Wallis .. 

16 Tel. 

28, 

France and Liberia. Refer* to Non- 89 and 
90. Imporeible to interfuto in viow of 
a^nmiioea givoii to French AUtbasaador* 
and ari long ao Eobfria doo^ not violate 
cofiditiemjt of l(^tna (are No*. 99).. ,, 

63 

94 

To Cuuut de Minne- 
ville 

■ « 

28, 

Anglo-French Liberian boundary. Answers 
N.>, 70 as miggested in No. 85 (see Nns. 104 
and 115) ., ,. 

63 

U5 

Consul Wallts 


34 Teh 

29, 

France arnl LiljcfSn, Refera to N^l, 90- 
Li(.*oriimni will appoint, French doctor, but 
President wishes to know if His MajestyN 
Govurtnin/iifc will urge FrpoehGovernment 
not to press pro|Kisol for French officers in 
C ustui iis and Vrentier Fc .rri'- T1 1 is inqutry 
to be kepi eecrel (a™ No*. 99 and 119} ., 

84 

96 

rp n 

■ * 

83 

Can fidvntia 

14, 

Liberian iiolico force. Transnits letter from 
Major (.udollf wElo Eish boon appottltod 
Chief of Civil Police at Monrevk 

84 
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$7 Colonial Office *. ■■ -Mt- M, 


US Treasury . 


!)9 To CoousJ WafX* . * 17 TeL 


Sopt. 


100 , To Admiralty 


101 Copflui Wallis- 


„[ $4 t Adg,3t* 

.ConideotW 


202 Mr, IV, J„ Lamt>Dt ,* ,, Sept. 5, 


108 To Oolmdnl Office *, 


104 | MeraotMiflum coin. [ 
luuiacivbed by M. 
Gambon 


105 Mr* Hajman 


306 To Mr. W. J. L+mont 


107 ■ Mr. W, J. Lament ,, 


ii Ft *- 


Fran^^LibisiTM Baiiudwy CSotniBlHkBia | 
Tralietmto copiOi- of dtKumentd ftoui 
Acting (Jovemer of Sierra LeOJtte to 
Secretary of State for Cc-lonice, , ., 37 

Arm* for Liberiangun-boat. Refers to N a 31 . 

Agr&fl to pt fetation of inn* offered 
free by Admiralty, and of ammunition and 
Gttingu on payment of 703L (fsce Na 100) 83 

France anil liberia- No. 9S lias already been 
niuwcred by No. 93. To inform i’resident 
confidentially that although Hi b Majesty b 
guveranHint would be happy to help, they 
fear more harm than good would w> done 
by their ititerfcrfinee * * . ■ * ■ 

Artur for Liberian gun-boat, Refers to No. 83. 

InfoEtna of No, 93. Mr. Lament and 
Lieutenant fittgtfd have been iualmotod 
tu place themmlvea in comtttunlcalibn with 
Admiralty with a view to taking over 
arm iuncnt (ism Nos. 10- and 109) ., W 

' French and Liberia. Confirms Nns. 39 mid 
90 Jnfonrm of interviews with Mr. 

Johnson and Prorident ihrciay r^pecriug , 

French desire to have French nfftpers in 
Frontier Forms and OifrrtomiL. Suggest* 
that French Govommeot should be ashed 
to abulain from pruning their demand* ., 90 

Arma for Liberian gun-boat. Refers to 
Ka 1CKX Estimate cif ammunition required 
can he reduced. Presume* cost will bo pro- 
port kiTjaRdy less. Aahl for deferred pay¬ 
ment («M No. 108) , - -■ *• ^ 

Navigation of Munch Eivor. TflUUtniL* No. 

9 - 2 , Propoetil to can nt tunicate it to 

Liberian Government and to inform them 
that Ills Majear/fl Government arc willing 
that arrange moot should come into force 
for coo year, at the end of which it could 
be reconsidered by both tioverunxen.br (bW 
No, 110) .. ■■ - - n 

.\uglo-Frunch-Hberi mi frontier. Refers to 
No, 94. RecUBnHLijiuu<h*rstanding caused 
by bin facetlese/B note of 17th July (ieo 
No. Ill) *. -. -* *• n 

Sta to I if affairs in Liberia- TnmMfliUl private 

letter from President Barclay respecting 93 

Arms for Liberian gun-boat* Refers to No. 
iyfl. To forward revised estimate of 
■tunnuiUion required, when inquiry will 
bo made os to proportion*to reduction in 
price and deferred imyuwiit (be® No. J08) S& 

Appointment of three British Sub-Inspector* 
of Uu*toms in Liberia. Inform* fUa 
Majesty’s (Laverti moot that the inspectors 
Unte sailed for Monrovia, and atatos that 
he dispatched tho inspectors Itomth- 
standing the suspension of ttwslr appoint- 
ojont by President Barclay* because he had 
heard (hat the Prerttent had sus'punded 
them at the instigation of French CtmatH 
(«m No, 114) - - >» »> 95 

Anns for Liberian gun-boat. Re tors io No. 

106 . Tratmtuito revised estimate of miiinM- 
nitiou required (s« No* fb8) ■ ■ * ■ 
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To Consul Wallis . * 
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Bate, 


Sept. 26, 


2& p 


Consul Wallis 


To Mr. W. J, Lament 


92 . 
Confidential 


To II, CuLolbto 


116 


117 


ns 


119 


Colonial OEElcti 


Question ashed in thy 
].limnu of Oosamou 
{Mr. Fwses} 

To Consul WaUin ., 


M. Cambon 


■34), 


60 


Oct. 6 r 




l fi, 


15 P 


2S, 


SUBJKOT. 


Sept &S, isos 


Aug, 27, 


Paga 


Anns tor Liberian gun-boat. Kofera to No. 
100. What is cost of Jimmuaitioni raeu- 
tiantKl In ertflmale In Nc. 108 (floe No, 141) 

Appomtmerit i>f French officers iri Liberian 
tamim ltofers to No, 9ft, States tint 
President Barclay ha« Hhiuested him tor 
telegraph to Hia ftfajeffty^a iravenommit; 
and Ut urge tbom to approach French 
tioveniuientoD question of appoint incut of 
French officers, StatesiUo tunt Germini 
lLave objected to French appoEr.tmflnto ., 

Boundary between Sierra Ijcone and French 
Guinea, Slateu that Note inclosed in 
Forcijfu Office letter of 16th Soptniuber 
was inteniretod by Laid Crewe In thu 
same st'iiso os in 31. Gambon's Memoran¬ 
dum {aee No. JEM> Suggests that French 
Govcrmneut should be iwitcd their opinion 
tw to the effect of the •iropofli-:ii altomtiou 
of frontier bolwoen Sierra fieont? and 
French Guinea .. ,. »< 

Appointment of three Briluh 5ub-Inspectorti 
of CuaUnns in Lstooriuk Before to No, -S9, 
Mr. Laraont states that the three Kngli-ih- 
luen were seni o«t iu spite of Prosicien-t’a 
nuflpeiiauui of their appointments, I^i- 
deat should he informed that Elis Majesty's 
Governnwiit accepts no rofliwnaibility (gnu 
No. 133) 

State of affaira in Liberia, llutere to No. 58. 
Criticites Mr, Itoot'ii opinions about atate [ 
of affftim: in Idberia ,, 

Appointment of Britiah Customs- -.'ffiTers in 
Liberia, Re-to ns to No, 107. Bin Majesty's 
Government Linde rlftte no reapotiaibnhty 
for hh ectiuiisj and have instructed Coasnl 
Wdllis to inform FroeidAbt litarclay of ihn 
fact ., ,■ *i 

Boundary b+twetm Sierra Luoaa and French 
Guinea. Hefere to Nos, 70 and 94. In¬ 
quires whether French Government will 
obtoin further information as to effect of 
proposed alteration of frontier, aud con¬ 
sider ll is ata jesty’s Govern ment'a propoaab 

Karintfoo of Manat) River. Refere to Nr>. 

lol Con cure in proposal to WHUnUniCite 
>fr, Lmuiint'a Motuorunduru to Uberian 
Government Agrees that arrangemcmt 
v?ith Liberian Govemiiien t shnutd oune 
into Force for one year. Suggeate that 
perraiiglon to UaVigito ri\ - er DC liut- extr- 
riiH'id as a right 

Progrc&j of Lobito Bay Railway 


Navigation of Mandi River, Ih-fers toNo,4S'. 
Transmits Regulations on, and roquoata 
him to comuinnicnlu them to Lilmriau 
Government,. ., ,, ■, 

Appointment of French officials In Litieria, 
t> Ne. 10. Inform h os I’riHK'li 
reqoual to Liberia^ Govommeiit respecting 
appointment of French sanitary luapectoi'U, 
Stotea that attitude uf Franco towards 
Liburia bin not changed No, 127) .. 


93 


94 


37 


97 
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38 


39 


39 


99 


101 
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Behaviour of Liwriin Oumjmm 

Coiwidsi^ that Appointment of UnB™ 
oflioem lx the only cum for EiwtSadmLnstra- 
tftm, Lut tint no action shfiuld be tab™ 
for two of three months on pi>liijenl 
gnmnd* Not J',! S, 124, inod 12a) 

flohavioor of Liberian Curiotna officials. 
Refers to No. 12a Tramaiita despatch 
From Acting' Governor of Sierra Leona, 

and draft reply to Acting Governor for 
onncui'reooe (IH Nos. 122 find 129) 

behaviour of Liberian Custom* official* in 
Kjui re Lhhon district. Refers to No. 1#L 


ISO ] Consul Wallis 


Colonial Office 


Consul Watlm 


To Consul Wallis 


To Colonial Office 


ToCmurol Wallis 


To H. Itaetdraff 


To CodbqI WitHi 


Consul Wallis 


(i) Exchange of Kanru Lalmn; (2) 

Elver boundary* Transmits. No. US. 

Rj.‘‘‘j obw’rvaliO’n-H aiid OffliMuteni It 

ndrimbto not to alter decision mrmdj 
arrived at respecting ffianrih River* It 
appears adviulifo to communicate with 
Preqijii Cove.tent (9M No. iS'l) 

Liberian Customs official* in Kanre I*hnn. 
Refers to No. 125. Transmit* omtWMr 
dcntie with (iovunaor of hiOitft 
No. is?) *. 


To Colonial Office 


Colonial Office 


Name. 

No. 

Date. 

Bountor* 

Colonial Office 

# 

Not. 24, IflOS 

Liberian Custom* officials in Kuure Lnhun. 
Refer* to No. 131. Trtiusrail* despatches 
from Governor of jitarm Unoue respecting 

Consul Wb)Iw 

49 Tel. 

27, 

British Customs Inspectors. Refers to No. 

11 ± Hopirt’i three appointed(aw Nix ISA) 

Colonial Office 


Ikft. 3, 

Kunre Uhu]]. Refars to Nfo 130. Itapeu 
that Franco would imt object to settlement 
oF Ksnre fnbo question either by .n 

or esctiftugo of bTrirory, Ef aclttemont 
would not email notion <m iUltI of Francs 
inimical to Liberia, prepared to fi*y fi.tHiOA 
for territory. „ .* -.| 

Consul Wallis 

m 

Conliidwjtiiil 

Nov h 23, 

„ 

VLait of whin' American Oonenl-fieneral. 
Refers ro No. 73. Report* hi* tterpriie at 
backward *tste of oountry 

n f »> 

101 

Confidential 

24. 

British Customs loiiwcurn. Refers to Ni* 
133, CirtltiniiH telegram repenting up- 
pcintmentof , ** 1 ri 

f *. IT ■ * ( 

U Tel 

Dec- 2! t 

Kanrr Laban- Refer* t4> No 129- Situation 
unchanged. Will make offer nf 6,tN>UL t« 
Liberiu GovmmHnt on receipt; uf 
authority .. *+ -» 

Admiralty.* .. 

■■ 


Dutontion of Kroomeu at Cape Palmas. 
Transmits letter freoi Couuoandtng Officer 
of Ills llfl'usly'si nhip " EKvarf H roe^^cBng 

Consul Walli* 

ICG 

ConfidimtLal 

is. 

11 ig. tout- in Liburiati hinterland. Report on 

H »T * ■ 
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Cm 1 lititri l::i i 

. 

16 f 

Smuggling l iy Elder, IKmiiwcei stoanaers. 
Traitstuuts loitenH fnjm Mr. I^iuont rspiu^l - 

^J.^netructions givon to OOiirur Comcawid- 
iug Liberian guu-boat 1 Larli " s 
^2.)- Brmaggliflg 

To Consul Wdlb .. 

SJ 

Si, 

Arms for Liberian ^nu-boat " Eros." Hofera 
to No. IflS. TrMwait* Irit ‘i. They 
should be offmed to Pr^bknt Barclay on 
Ltolialf of Hit* Majesty's Ctavenunait 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 




Further Correspondence respecting West Africa. 


Part X. 


[410] No. 1. 

Mr. Crommelin fa A/r, Clarke .— (Jto rived 4.) 

(Extract*) Hans Court t Hans Road t London, January 2, 1908. 

YOU may lie interested to hear that I have to-day received a wire from Secretary 
of State Johnson, saying that the Li her inn Legislature had rati lied the Treaty with 
France concerning the delimitation of the frontiers. 


[ 617 ] 


(No. L) 

(TV 


No, 2, 

Consul Wallis to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received January 6.) 
p, Monrovia, January 5 t 1908. 


degraphic.) 

rUnCELASE of gun-boat by Liberian Government 
A vessel will he purchased next March from a British firm by Lament when is 
in England. It is hoped by the Liberian Government that the armament for it will be 
presented by The Majeety'e Government' 

The vessel will be co mm anded, by Lieutenant Brigge, 


[ 571 ] 


No. 3. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office .— (Received January 8.) 


Sir, January ¥ t 1908, 

WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting 1 the proposed sale of liia 
Majesty's ship “Alert" to the Liberian Government, I nm commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners of the Ad mindly to acquaint you, for the information of the Secretary 
of State for Foreign AfTuins, that Captain llraiihwttito Wallis, His Majesty's Consul 
at Monrovia, recently called at this Office and requested that all action might be 
suspended for about two months, pending further consideration of the matter by the 
Liberian Government. ■ 

No further steps will therefore be taken at present, hut if at the end of tips 
period the Liberian Government still desire to purchase the vessel tho matter will 
require further consideration, as it has been found that the necessary repairs to the 
“ Alert” will be very much larger than was at first anticipated* 

1 am, fe 


(Signed) 


C. I. THOMAS. 



[1591] 


li 





























[617] 


No. 4 . 


(No. 1.] 

Sir. 


Fofftjfi Office to Cwstii ft aUit. 


a, ' Foreign Office, January 16, 1008. 

' WITH reference to your telegram No. i r^^tmg the gtrn-beat 
the Liberian Government, I am directed hy Sectary Bn E, Grey to state that the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have been mfomied of the decision of tho 

Government of the Republic not to pnroham th» tf Alert. 

With regard to the armament for the smaller vessel which the Liberian Government 
intend to secure^ ft would appear useless to raise the question with the Admiralty 
until it is known exactly what armament will he required. f H 

Furthermore, Sir E. Grey is convinced that the Lords Comimssione^ of the 

TwwMJ will not oven consider the question of giving “^“^“^‘“" jne’foT^ho 
has been made by tire Liberian Government on account of the mauey tine tor tho 

to tho Liberum Oovemment in «, 

should also endeavour to ascertain what armament will he required lor the new 
vessel. T t. 


(Signed) 


1 am, &c. 


W. LANGLEY. 


1617] 


No. a. 


Foreign Office to Mr. H. Hayman. 

Foreign Office, January 16, lflOB, 

i AM directed hy Secretory Sir E. Grey to state that he lias been informed by 
His Majesty’s Consul at Monrovia that the Liberian Government propose.to purchase 
a vessel from a private firm in England for ubo as a gun-boat, and that they intend to 

intrust the command of her to Lieutenant Buggy. . 

Sir K Grey would be glad if you would !n* bo good as to inform min of that 

gentleman's address. ^ ^ 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[017] No - G - 

Foreign Office to Admiralty, 

gj Foreign Office, January 16, 1908. 

* WITH reference to your letter of the 7th instant respecting the gun-boat for 
the nee of the Liberian Government, T am directed by Secretory Sir K Grey j 1 ? 
for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that ow mg to a lsot 
of funds, and to the pressing necessity of creating an efficient land force, the Goveinment 
nf t he Republic regret that they are not in a position to purchase the Alert 

J Ur, nnoHntcTnl however, to purchase shortly a smaller vessel from some private 

linn. » j, 

I am, m. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[3281] No. 7. 

Con&W FTtitfu to Sir Edward Grey,—[Reedved January 30.) 

fNo. 1. Africa. Confidential.) . T , 1flna 

* Afpnrotw, January 1, 11)08. 

kl ’ I HAVE the honour to report that shortly after my arrival here \ had n hmg 

interview with Preaidemt Barclay and discussed with him the general situation. 


Tho Legislature are at present sitting, and hia Excellency told me that be thought 
that some of tho reforms suggested during his visit to England might be carried. 

There Ea, however, great hostility being shown against the Development Company, 
and this feeling h I icing fostered and encouraged by the foreign element here, and 'is 
doing no good towards British interests iu the country. 

J hope later to he able to report that the police'scheme is through, and that two, or 
perhaps three, more European Custom* officers have been appointed, These questions 
will he considered very shortly hy the Legislature, and, if they pass, I aboil press, at 
the opportune moment, for control of ihe Treasury by Mr. Lament. 

Tn spite of what was said by the Liberians in England, I fear (hat Messrs. Johnson, 
the Secretary of State; Howard.. Secretary of the Treasury; and McCann Stewart, are 
all hostile to further European interference. 

Messrs. Howard and McCann Stewart l regard as dangerous individuals, and 
unfortunately the latter has some influence over President Barclay. Mr. Johnson, the 
Secretary of State, is well known cordially to dislike Europeans, and he is, moreover, 
an individual in whom not. the slightest trust nor reliance can he placed. 

If, however, I can succeed in even getting through the police scheme and the 
appointment of two nr three more Customs officers carried, much will liavc been 
accomplished, considering the temper of the Cabinet at the present moment. 

Upon the questions of the gun-boat, the Anglo-Ubcrian Frontier, and the various 
other instructions 1 received in London, f shall deal with these hi separate despatches, 
and will report to the Foreign Office as soon as possible. 

\ might add that it is reported that the President mid party were "highly 
dissatisfied with their reception in London,’ 1 and compare ir. very unfavourably with the 
manner in which they were welcomed in Paris. The French Consul states it was well 
worth the trouble, as France has obtained more than a sixth of the liinterlond, and 
intends to garrison both sides of the boundary when demarcated. 

I have, Are. 

(Signed) B HAITI I WAITE WALLIS. 


[3284] No. 8, 

Ctmju/ Wattii to .Sir Edward Grey.—{Received January 30.) 

■(Xu. I. Africa, Confidential.) 

Sir, Monrovia, January 7, 1008. 

WITH reference to my cablegram No. l p dispatched from here on the 3rd instant, 
I have the honour to report that it is quite useless pressing this Government, to lake 
the 41 Alert/ 1 

There is no money in this unfortunate country, and. the revenue which Is being 
collected through the customs is not being properly accounted for. In fact, the 
Treasury here is in as bad a way eut ever, and it. never will be right until an honest, and 
competent European is placed in charge, 

It is proposed ihat when Mr. Lament goes homo in March he should purchase for 
die Liberian Government a small and inexpensive vessel from some British shipbuilding 
yard. Had the Admiralty been able to supply such a ship, tli&t is, one smaller and less 
expensive than the “Alert," this Government would have purchased it. 

The Liberian Government hope that the kind offer of His Majesty’s Government 
to supply the armament still holds good. 

President Barclay informs me that Lieutenant Rugge, R.N.IL, is to have command 
of the ship. 

I ha ve* Ac 

(Signed) + BRAITHWAITE WALLIS. 


[3287] No, 9. 

Consul IVallis fo Si, Edward Grey .— (lieceii^d January 30.) 

(Xo. 7, Africa, Confidential.) 

Sir, Monrovia, January 11, 1908. 

THERE in u tendency upon the part of the Cabinet and Legislature here to evade 
all question of reform which was tip cussed with the President when he was in England. 






ot 
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rrssr sssts^xik tasfaia s 

mi-gesteii, thc.V will certainly do so, and tlie only way by winch they can be earned 

'’"The Government officials profess to one's face the greatest friendship and the desire 
STTSU of them. [ received a friendly and -££ "»$•»« 
president linrelay and his Cabinet upon my return here and 
that they have been running down everything British lately, aiul 

,U ' tCS I fiLlSlT Satch from Mr. Lament dated the 7 lli January upon the subject of 
the Cot)cession granted to the Woermanii line of steamers, and also Copy of a 

Memorandum from that officer giving a short summary of -iZ'from M^Zmont 
absence in England. 1 also toward a further Confidential despatch from 
I agree with the sentiments thereat expressed, and have marU I m Idee pane 
imrnfrranhfl l deairc to bring to the special notice of the ] orci^ 1 , , n 

' S b!4 very carefully impressed upon this Government that Hi* Majesty a G«votd- 
meat have not 'the slightest intention, of a. lacking either the independence ^ 

of Liberia; and iiavftold them that their only &s.re “, ln * e **p* "eTenev t at six 
discussed in Emriand put into practical shape. I reminded his hxcelkuty m ■- 

months was considered 1 itaonJSIta ^ lo * c ™ ® idbSS 

if within that time HU Majesty's Government perceived t • ™ *t'tl,e 

made, they would be happy on their piirt to settle, on a mutually satisfactmy basis. 

\f n, M uiver the Amrlo-Liberian frontier, mid uthcr questions* 

1 Thanks u> the skilful manner in which these matter* of reform were discussed with 
the SS. .tth. Foreign Office they, have, I believe, tan considerably 
mu! the Secretary of State, who wan lunching at the Consulate on bn* ay, a HNr ‘ ! | il 
ihVt both be and the President would do their Utmost to get reforms through toe 
tariritarT % jl2St“ m however, a very convenient channel r trough which 
tbele matters can he evaded or set aside, and it ia often by no means only tho Ug^a-ure 
tt||0 j ire rcBpoiiftible. If the Liberians do not carry out rho proposed reforms, especially 
re-Lids the Treasury, 1 see no way of getting even part payment for toe expend* 
ci i n net ted with the Anglo- Liberian boundary demarcation, 

gll i h at if the re forms are thrown out upon some absurd pretext or other, tins country so 
fa aT^ t e Govenunent are concerned, will deserve tatte mercy nor sympathy n.m 
Hh“4W. Government. 1 respectfully urge .but lit ^ 

ihat event lose no time in bringing strong procure to bear upon this miner a me 
(government and will insist upon nl! outstanding liabilities being met, including a 
!; Z S iinn f« the attacks made by Liberian subjects on the Sierra Leone 
frontier us well els for garrisoning the Kissi country,all of which, it will be renumbered, 
fatf tathVColonyT/fckrra Leone some 6,000/. per annum for some time past. I 
wo suggest that Ilia Majesty's Government demand full satislaction tor * tongs done o 
British Subjects, when they are satisfied as to the bon* fules of these complaint*. 

Br trSnl iiarcluy culled at the Copulutc Mf. W M* ■gj'gj Md Z 
dhtciHun"- various matters in connection with the country, His Lx.u , y 
Zt he would .It. hh bent to get the rethrow through,« he fully mhri the unporUncc 

ot “lu‘ft5SdS , S2i;. hexcver,,, detetwiMd opponent in Mr SeereUrj HeumjJ-wd 
I do 0 , Hunk that real progress will he made until tUt person he removed Ivom office. 

1 have, ®e. „ _• 

(Signed) liHAITmV.UTE WALLIS. 


inclorurc I in No* 11. 

Unmmdum of Jfiin tf Mr. Laaout «i»« rt* rfturn of PntUnt •« 

Lti&ria from Englund. 


(ConfulentiaU) 


v .|>tiR|\6 'he course of numerous interne*a 1 have had with the JResident aince 

his retnm be bus conelenlly reiterated the conviction tlmt Eugluml bedd-ui. Utlu 
sympathy with him anil Lihcrian inlcrCsts. and lie compared his reception ami treutmor. 

* N tiled Try a Hack tine at side. 
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at Pfirifl as of the moat pleasant and courteous nature against that of London in the 
most unfavourable light. 

He was doubtless faced with too much Liberian corruption and iiiisgoverntnent by 
the home authorities to leave him with quite too pleasant reminiscences of his visit. I 
have been informed by the French Consol here that it is more titan probable that a quid 
pro qw was left on the tabie at the French Foreign Office both for Barclay and Johnson, 
the Foreign Secretary* 

There ie in my opinion a strong anti-Knglisb feeling running at present through the 
community, and this lias been largely actuated bv the events transpiring in connection 
with,the handing over nf the Liberian Development Company*9 property purchased by 
the Government money (100,000/. Soan), It was natural that some friction should 
ensue, jind it was with great difficulty that l persuaded the Government (■> meet any of 
the Company’s obligations incurred after the rupture in London, The 'Compuny’s 
management here wga in antagonism to the Government Authorities, 1 atteriv including 
myself, and kd awkward situation early in November waa really only avoided by on 
accident,—a situation that would have reddled in armed, contftet between the two parties. 

The Acting Manager, Mr. Munfbrd, lias not seen lit to meet my request for 
information respecting Certain items m the hank account, and the arrival ot Mr. I^aac 
Brahum, the General Manager, without any statement of nr count has done nothing to 
give finality to the situation, I have directed Consul-General Hay man, in London, to 
have a proper audit of nil accounts rendered hy the Company to him and u report maLit? 
by the Government of Liberia. r l"ho General Manager agrees to abide by the *tatunien& 
of the auditors, and Iain asking the Govern me nt to insert a clause to 'hat vlfect in the 
Agreement now r before the Governmsnt. 

President Barclay has agreed that 1 should purchase a revenue cniter on m_v coming 
to England on leave, nod I have m> doubt that he will agree to the appointment of 
Captain liuggo, 

I have not made any attempts to encroach on the Treasury mntter.s lately, is j 
wanted l,o see whether your arrival might not inaugurate a policy ot reform in this 
direction. I confess myself powerless, unaided, to achieve anything of utility in this 
direction 'The necessity of reform in the I'rtfOsurv is. however, more glaring anil 
insistent than ever, fi-h the custofin duties instead of being collected hy a European 
cashier, an they were ill the Company's time, are now- often Collected hy irresponsible 
boys, who have difficulty in even numbering the customs entries consecutively with 
accuracy. Ii in imnemlively incumbent that the Treasury both generally and speciallv- 
at rhe C'ustoiufl, Monrovia, be improved hy introducing EurojiOan officeis upon whom 
I can rely. 'I'he whole system requires re organ ixat ion* mid until l am pm in u pofliiiun 
where this can he done my incumbency here is of the moat imsiuiriaviory nature, and 
sttph aw I must seriously reconsider before I again return to Liberia to carry on, 

VurioiK Treasury reforms I have formulated and laid before tine Secretary of State 
of the Treasury have been rejected In the most impudent manner, and it is quite use lews 
attempting to open the question of Treasury reform with the present Secretary., and, in 
fact, in Customs matters, it is us much as l can manage to get through what ordinary 
regulations 1 require. - On the larger questions of increasing Treasury and Customs 
efficiency by introducing competent European n-sisianee and the confining ot 
WoeriiHum's boats to ports of entry, he is quite hopelessly antagonistic, 

1 would, therefore, respectfully urge that the firmest measure^ bo taken to oblige 
the Grtvernertt of Liberia to agree to an effective reform in their 1 returnru ami Customs, 
The opposition to reform is strong simply because the reins of cxpefldiuife ean be made 
the medium of all sorts of aggrandi.sement between those in thevirclecd (he Govornment 
favourites. 

But it is ray strong and matured opinion that only hy assuming a Protectorate over 
all that lias been left of this country by the French can a decent Government that will 
cummnnd the respect and good-wilt of its vast tribal population he cstti’dished. Ii in 
quite hopeless to achieve ** Government " here in the true sense nod meaning of ihc 
word, su long the ftbwlute farce, which one is obliged to call Government, L 
permitted to continue. Tile language used here may lie coo side red strong, hut it is the 
opinion of every European and every tribesman in Liberia, and of a good many 
Liberians th< itisrlvea, outside of Govcnmienl circles. The unlives pray [or British 
rule and protection, and it would be a signal measure ol the greatest eivinalng and 
progressive import were the bieftHhigs ol a strong and liLiiiuiiiisring Govcriniicut 


given them. 

JfinuQrft ft, liMJrt, 


■ Initialled) 


* r m w. "v 

' 











Indasurc 2 in No. ff, 


Mr♦ Lnmonf fo ConW Wallis* 


Monrovia' Liberia, January 7, 19QB- 

’ [ HAVE the honour to »t«te,in reply to your inomrj respecting the O,notion 
gninted to the Woe no eh n line of by the [nberian Government. 

] Thftt this Concession consist* in permitting nil vessels <>i the Imo l<> 0*11 tit “"J 
part of the l.iborian coast, shelhcr it is * port of entcy or noL The old contract 
Lm-miur*! the line this privilege, and dated the ISLii Juno, itKJJ, 

The contract wt ™c«cea in 1907 in July, and this nolmthstao.hng my rdpeated 
advice Md'warnings to Uoth President Barclay and Secretary Howard. I went so tar as 

Othreato, tTwulmy commit to President Bawiny if steps were not lateu to 

diBHolvc the contract. &po,i nothing being dymv, I informed President Barclay that I 
should report the matter to other quarter*. a» I declined to be responsible loi the 

or«mimti(?ii of sry CuBtome system under auch CircutiisUmce&. 

Thu Concession is made to Woermann^ on accoont of a debt of some 

40 00 O dollars O^ing to them by t be Govern ment, hut tit ere is ft ckose in the Agrcc- 

^ that iriFea 20 dot cent, eommisBion on all head-money collected at non-ports ot 
entry Thfn is a direct inducement to the Woeraiftun Ihie to take their boys tr^ni 
SSort, of entry rather than at ports of entry. This m uid to he common lor the 
Wile <>f collect^ the head-money (l dollar per head) from the boys and bringing it 

to account for the Government, _ ( _ , [in7 

4, The contract is binding for ten year* trnm the 1st .January, 1J07- 
.. The finn of TVoermauii hind tltcinyelvea not to trade at non-ports ot entry. 1 Ilia 
clause 1 have perfect evidence of violation already since the contract ™ *.gncd. The 
clause is. besides, useless, a* uo ninounl of penalty is specified. 

! have the pleasure now of laying this matter before you, .us 1 promised President 
Barclay I should do. and i trust that the Government ot Liberia will be made to under¬ 
stand clearly that advice 1 give respecting llicir revenue affairs must he acted on, and 
not evaded or trampled on, as is and has been the case too often, 

I have also the honour to state, in connection with the present situation that 
nronosc to inform President Barclay and ilie Government here tint I shall without tail 
present matters of policy upon which they diangree with me to you tor the consider*- 

tiou of the British Government, , * t , i 

It fo now the time when (he work of this year m Labem will be made or marred, 
and I Mivcerely trust that His iMajeatv'a Government wJl do everyth mg to strengthen me 
in the work of reform that has been begun. 

I have, &c. 

1 fSin-ned'] W. J. LAMONT, Chief Inspector of Custom 

J%wn ^ Adviser. 


N B.—The Concession above referred to fo also in the same Agreement e rtoruied 
to the Hamburg American line. 


W J. | JH 


Inclosure 3 in No. *L 
Mr. Lament to L’ensul Wallin. 

(Coutldcntiol.) jlionrovia, Janaary II, 1 y0S. 

+ [ HAVE the liodnur to *tatc that yesterday ! had n lengthy cwew*li?n with 

\lr. Howard, Secretory of the Treasury here. , , 

1 worked the conversation round to the question of further Lur-tpcuii .uperv.smu i. 
the Cuatoms, nod he left me in no doubt ns to His attitude. V aving Ins arms excited y 
be said 41 Not another hoc, and I *hnl] not put the matter to the Legislature. Ht 
then entered on a tirade of nbnaft ngninst Lhe European hi general .md the Ubomu 
Development Company employes as particular examples. " This w a blade nmj 
country* end not a white man's, and 1 am fully aware ot 1 resident Barclays policy, M 
be will receive a sudden check directly. I shall die lighting rather than agree to 

more Europeans in the Government service, so it is no use ug discussii^ the ma. ler 

further.’* He admitted that myself and Assistant had dime a great deal tor the revenue* 
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but tic alleged that Collector Hughes, Kanru Ifthttii, wak fraudulent I flatly contra- 
dieted this, and asked him for preKifs, but lie evasively went into other branches of 
discourse, T am quite certain that this official (Mr. Howard) will cause a lot of difficulty 
in the process of establishing the necessary reforms. He, unfortunately,, is hi close 
touch with the Senators, and may cause trouble. The Treasury reform will be relented 
strongly, and only Barclay's strong personal influence and British insistence will remedy 
matters, 

I am obliged to now submit complaints respecting the Judiciary Department, I 
J&itt information with the Law Officers against two merchants in Aiignai last, nud so far 
1 can get nothing done in (he way of prosecution. The merchants have strong influence, 
and the noses are quietly si mil led over from one attorney to the other. Last year l 
succeeded in putting one firm in Court tor a clear case of smuggling, and after a time- 
wanting and crassly ignorant Court had sat on it for days, no penally was inflicted. Till a 
in how I am te&ifltoti by the Cowrie in the defence of revenue interests. 

Yesterday 1 interviewed the County Attorney in ace what action he was taking in 
three charges I raised months ago against merchants here for offences against the 
revenue. Nothing had been done. He had not got the “papers” from the Attorney- 
General. I then went to the latter, and ho said lie had instructed the County Attorney. 
But nothing is done* Of course, I use no bribes—that is my weakness. 

To people fortunate enough to be outside of Liberia no proper conception of 
the ghastly state of the Judiciary and everything connected with it here can possibly 
he formed, No European, tribesman, or even Liberian, can look for justice nmuugal 
the abominable chaos of corrupt practice and political chicanery that abound in this 
wretched place. 

In representing these matters, 1 would respectfully ask that it be specially noted 
that there is no exaggeration about what 1 a&)\ So long, too, as matter* stand 
s& they ate here in the Judiciary and Treasury and every other Department, so long 
tilt there exist a cancerous sore on this West African seabord. a *oru which is 
steadily undermining European prestige and alienating splendid tribes, who gatae in 
wonder that the white man seems powerless to remedy the ills that a pseudo Government 
has created in the land, 

I would respectfully urge, in the interest oi nil concerned p that the strongest 
measures be adopted to give effect to immediate reform in the Judiciary and Treasury 
Departments, ns well as in the Administration generally. 

I have, Ac, 

(Signed) W. J, LAMONT, 

Financial Adviser* 


[3384] No. 10. 

Sir Bertie to Sir Bdvard Grey. —(Jbce/tred Jtinanry SI.) 

(No* 9- Africa.) 

SSr f PttriSt January 30* 100S, 

WITH reference to Mr, Lister's despatch No. 40, Africa, or the 2nd October, 
UK)?, I have the honour to transmit to you herewith copies of the Bill approving the 
Arrangement concluded at Faria on the 18th September lust between the French 
Republic and the Republic of Liberia for fixing the limits of their respective 
possessions. 

"The text of the Arrangement is appended to the Bill. 

1 have Ac. 

(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 
















Indotture in No, 10. 


dr Loi portunt approbation 'I'm AnOAfmnt rondu a Par,* it 1H Stp 1™*'*> 
h ,! I" 1Upuhli',*' * !**»; poi/r/lfr 

rf« P«MU HraismM* <•/ *» %"»*» <*“ l»WW «ia Omrnit- 

wm 4m Affbirt, «f» tt-ciwloroiv f( rf« !««•>«)■ 

jf, Arnold batlitres, PrSoidtnt dr la (WpiiWripi, JrfmffriOf, ;rar iW, I ichon, Aim* rf 
rfw Slranyk™, *f pur V. MtUf«-i.«eroi*, Utwsfre i/r« Coleniw. 

Er/JGtt iffl Motifs, 

Mte M r Gouv e rnWJent Fmncaia et calm de la Mpublique do Ubfrfa avniont sign*. 
{ ‘n 1894, une Convention ayant pnur objet iln Inter les licuitos entrc nos possession* do 
1’Afrique Occidental! 5 Francuise et I« territoirfi do la Eopidiique >oirt?‘ dan r* 
-i, L m:-<-i nui snivin.iit la concludon do eetta Convention, lea oirax Parties Contraotantes 
"onit^vnt 1’i.mmssilnlilc d^ppliquer sur lo terrain I* *|qM * 1'Aute on 
auction. En eff&tTune grande portion da la hgue^frontifere avftit d^tcrmiitee au 
L>yen de meridians ut de ffttuMes, de ce* r^ions 6tant encore k 

IVtat rudimrnitaire. Or, brsqu'on vonlut dtabhr, par '<u atoraement cdfectiE, 1-> 

I unites resultant de la Convention de 1892, on eon&tatu que U* donwtei artrtiooiniqigs 
mir lesquelles on appuy4 dtaient inosnetes et, ne orantndant pas *\ea lea 

Llomt& s E&wrapbiques, ne pouvabmt so combiner nveo ces demita*. Pour no citei 
niihm exenmln. unc partie de la frontier* ■ septan trioufile devait, ciniformdmeiit it eette 
^invention,fit re constitute par le parallMe ptuannt par Loinhi-Kouiida, et >ut a 
carte aneexde an Trftitd ce parallfelo dtait marque S' 30. Oi% d a eft: coiistat^ orpins 
tore que la latitude exacte de TemW-KoUOda «rit 9 nord. ee (1 ui 
In France dans c ite rfgion one lmndc de torcun aywit environ un dam-dag# de 

"*»■&, COB conditions, un nourel Arrangement ft &ti oouflu entre ica deux 
Gouvernemcnte le IS Septetnbrc dernier. U:s ntfgocSatcurii ae stmt attaches, niant 
tout, !t cbotsir, pour morquer la frontier..', drs accitlenls do terrain dordie g^grfljtbiqim 
fooilement r^connaissablc$ et A* prdl£rea«e deR eours d cam C est amsi que la 
RiTi&To Makon»i dont la direction g&a€mle est Bcn&ibleracnt est-ou^t et qui csl 
approximathcineut sur 8° 31? latitude, a remjilacd, dans cefctu region, le 
inratlidc ile r Eemlii Kouuda. Grace h uu systeme judiciei^ do et 

rt^ohanse de itarcellcs dc lerritolro, on e«t parremi, sur utae longueur totale appwxi- 
mnSive d'emdrU 90U teilom. fc utiUser les wurs d'eau comme ligii^frOtttifere peatbm 

W “ Lenouvcl Arrangement collide un dtat de fait ]«dltal»te Me l'mncc dans uns 
,Mon caontcliontifcTc on Me intfrdts no pouvent que sc ddreloppcr Ll» '•«« 
forctsciui couvrouL ctis territoires sout ridica non s^ulcmcnt en banes h caoutchouc 
fflSifSSJS^Wufedu Cnvnlly.cn bnU dWce prdoicuBC dont le uansport 
sera Singulidrcnicnt fncilitd par le droit de libro navigation « 0 nM# A la 1 ranee par U 
iieuvolle Convention «,r tens les coins d’eau form.nl la frentifae. Vn Arlade ..rfcrnl 
atipulc mtme pour nous le droit do fftire sur tens ctn coma dean les tiav L iux u atoc- 
lioration que nous jugeriona n^cessaiTcs pour facilitcr la navigation. 

Koue i^ldranti PExposfi cb& Motifs d-desaus, nous vous pnons devouimr bieu 
nous autoriscr h rsitilirr l’Acte International quo nous voua pr&cntoue aujourd hui. 


Prfljct de Lot. 

Le President de la Itgpubiique Fran^riiae 
Ddcrfeta: 

lx liTOjct Av Loi dont la lenour suit sera preaent^ h la Cliambra IMputLs |>ar 
] L , MiniivtTe'desf Affairi's iitrauglrc^, ct par le Mjnistre clos Colonics, qui &m\ eliarges 
d\n expose r lea motifs et d'en soutenir In discuesSou. 

* Ahticle UNIQUE. 

t« Vr^ident de In H^publique est autorisiS « rEitificc H, sil y a lieu, i bore 
cxdcitter rArmngeinent condu. lc 18 8eptembi*e, 1007, entre le Gouvemement de la 



Republiquc Praufaise et celui de la Rdpublique de LiMria pour fixer ddiuitivemout 
lea limites des possessions Pran^oiaeA et dea temtoiros du Liberia, 

Une oopie authentique ds cet 4cte sera anncxdc k la prison te Loi. 

Fait k Paris, le 22 Janvier, 1008. 

Par 1c President de la Hdpublique: 

Le Ministry des A(Tain\s fttrangtres, 

(SlgO^) S. PlCHOM* 

Le Mini&tre des Colonies, 

(8ignd) MiliiAs-Laoeoix, 


A. FALL I PEES 


ArrtMfjimmt. 

Ijo Gouvamement de la Rcpublique Fmn^aiso et le Gouverneorient de 3a Etepublique 
de Liberia, dtisireux do (ixer d'uno maniere dd fin Stive les limites de PAfriquo Oeciden- 
tale Fran^isc et du Liberia, mais roconnsi-s&Jint quo les clauses de i'Accord du 
8 L£cembr£j 1892, oonelu dans ee but sont d > une application, matdrieLle impossible, out 
ddciddd’un ootnmun accord, non de recourir pour l'dbiblisjsement de lft frouttere k des 
lignes tbdoriqufis, minis d'utilizer dima la plus large mesure possible leg ligucs topograr 
jjhiqueri nature lies loa plus prop res a pidvonir toutca contestations possibles dana 
1 avenir et assuror de part et d’autro uae domination effective, et ont it cet effet dd$igu^ 
pour leurs Pldnipotentiaircs pour cone lure im jlurfangemont: 

Le Gouvemeinent de la R^publique Fran^aise: 

M. Gustave Linger, Directeur an Minister*) des Colonies; 

M. Soulangc-IbKiin, Ministrc Pl^aipotfcntiaire, SDus-Directeur au Miniatere ties 
Affaires Etrang^ros; 

Et le Gouvemement de la Jb&publique do Liberia; 

M, Fr^d^ric E. R. Johnson, Ministro dcs Affaires l^traiig^res; 

\I. J. P. Crommelin, Cbargd d' Alla ires de la Eepubllquo de Liberia n Paris. 

Article V r La frontterc Fmaeo- Libdricunr sarnit eonstituOr nar ^ 
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11 rat rattend* W 

prate* *■»» *» **1®“” ^ 3 ™' 

au traflc ot »u* mtoyeus ek .P^ f |^ e ^^f ra ; s dsns le caure ou *ur l’une ft I’milfo 
La France aura le droit do f «_ ' . mi ; oa t ^re nfccasaires pour lea rondre 

riTO dee rivifept^ en question 1^ tm-vmxx qoi F°_ tefoia entcndu que de « fwt 
navigable* ou en .miltorer to "^{^'^^^“parteaaut 1lift **f*WfP* 
KUOinu! atU’inif no aen jwtMe an droit de . ^ £ t “ TOttJ t . s fcnt6adonueraient 

tift£S£5S £?®J Sw —* 

toutes Ira dUlwaitioM qw a 0 *> nt fT^vnSa svanuTl" Mare, 1908. 

K jp^ffisa>Sg-a»*- '*■■ * "**• ■“ 

Vue out revitu do loure oacheU. 

Fait it Farie. on double exempta™, l* 18 Septembro, - 

fcl\ ggg A, BOdShoMOM*- 

• [Jil 8*3 J. P. CEOMMELIE. 


[5925] 

f ;W WcUi. to Sir Eduard <“* "*> 

(^Ko 10, Africa, Confidential.) jMbnrorikj JumBory 

S* 

when'^Bug^™^- *»», Trewur :j' fth^ra^ Gm-or"mcnt M i» those 
2.!td the Liberian Govcnimen. in the matter. My 

reforms they bo informed, that 1 llH ' , , ,, i.iAmn Government migli! eadenvour 
SSS for making <M» ******* ** gg fcgJ my back, from the Fore.gn 
to compromise and obtain some u:.j adopting to endeavour to get the reform* 

Office. In that went, the course 1 tun no" «“of> s 

ancfliited fflifjht rcftilMM uslesa. *, 1L rt rr first assuring them that 

l have informed the ijbenaii over ( f iater f e riDg with thoir 

“^STJhSSf Xrthidi are considered to be of vita! importance to the 

Republic arc w i 10 ff iR place the fin&necH of the 
(...) The appoint moot of ■'be Secretary of the Treasury upon 
country upon ft sound footing, and who "in auv 

*>' tof-to “^ li6hmcnt ol „ efficient, well-armed and well-disciplmcd police 

^^■assiifnu!®-—*“*- Cu, ““ 

t “ 2 “ “:™ — u - i— - -— 

of the country. , . . ,, * ± hf , information of UiB Cabinet and Legislature* 

President Barclay has been told^r w | t liin si* months, counted ftom 

that if his Government carry.° ut ^ c _ - ^ nPO m from England, His * 

the date of his Excellency * ^ them into effect in the same way a* 

Government will be glad to 1 h «^rk"of reorganizing the Lihenan Custom* , 

Lhej have recently been wtiog 1 ■ satisfactory basis, the qp&tim of the 


No. 11. 



But if, on the ether hfttitl, his Eseetbnny has been ixAA T the Liberian Government 
dflliberatelv rojeot the wlvice wliicli wria tendered to them when the Prudent w;is m 
En-land, it will bo monmbent on Hi* Majost^- Government to consider what *U pa 
r.hov will take with a view to safeguarding the interest* both of the Colony of Merra 
Leone and -nwmllv of British subject* and trade, as well a* recovering the various 
outstanding rnouetarv nlnims* not only on account of the incurred on the 

Aagk^Libeoan frontier demarcation, and in connection with ftc wiooh mde mu 
by Liberian subjects nn British teriM and tho destniOtiott 
iironertv I'lierefrom, but also in connection with the enforced occupation of the Ivissi 
iouiltrv, all of wliioh hm been oostin™ the i'-obrny of 

ij OOOi. per annum for several years past, owing to the inability of the Liberia!) 
Government to control that portion of their territory, 

E have also lodged » firmnl protest against the Conccs-SiOti nteentlv given _ to 
Ucrnm. Woermtitin, pointing out that it is a flagrant violation of the Anglo-Ltbomn 

i h« carrying of these reforms U a vital necessity* not only to the interests 
of the very life of this country, hut also on account of British interests and British 

tm The efforts of the European Cud.oim official* are rendered jimetically useless on 
ucoomit or the emtezlemeni that is going on. tho rhaotic state of the I reiLsmy, 
and the Liidflmencv of the 'freftsttiy officials. The common people of tin? country .u 
asking where the money is going to. The answer to that is of course into the 
ikockets of the leading officials who hold the purso-strinp, ami who* by_bribery, 
threats, and other means, succeed in seducing and terrorrumg the ereature* m u wf 
. ;...',«iw% nrt* f'rnnnellwl tlmiueh fear of exposure, to carry on those 


Onsul IVuMs to Sir Edward Qre 9 ^{IUcsived beOrutmj Ji.j 

^ Mel P &t#rra Lwtit, F«br&try 24, 1 Ot) 

REpORyS, ^ly despatch ^o. 10 and my tdeemm ^ T o- 2* 

I am dad to sjiv that T have induced ihe Libenan (lOYenmieni lu 


reforms. 


t&t+i i .... j c* .ot - .-*■ -;-. 
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Thoy have acceptor! the following 

Gn loll tc be in command* as Commandant and Inspector-General, of a frontier 
force, with seven European officers* 

A Financial Adviser to bo appointed to the Treasury ? and three more British 
Customs officers lo he appointed* 

The reform of the judiciary. 


[8531] No- \ 3 . 

Sir Edward Grey tv Consul Wit His. 

(No, 3,) 

(Telegraph!o,) P* Fortin Office* February 2C, 1008. 

REFORMS. 

With reference to year telegram No* 3 reporting acceptance of reforms. 

We congratulate you upon the success of your efforts. 

His Majesty's Government have hoard with pleasure that the reforms which were 
pressed upon the President of Liberia when he was in England have been accepted by 
the Legislature of the Republic, 

If these reforms are hone&tlv carried into execution, the effect which they will 
produce cannot but be most bcnefiekh 

You should make a communication to President Barclay in the above wnse, and 
you should furnish a full report by mail on the whole subject. 


[3287] No-14 

Foreign Office (0 Oufid Wallis. 

(No. 10.) 

Qi r> Foreign Office t February 20, 1908. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatches Nos* 1, 7- and 10 of tile 1st, 14th, and 24th January, respecting the state 
of affairs in Liberia. 

I am to inform you that he approves your action in impressing upon the Govern¬ 
ment of the Republic the fact that ills Majesty's Govermnent faave no designs upon 
either tho independence or integrity of Liberia, and that their only desire is to 
see the reforms which were discussed when the President was in this country take 
practical shape at as early a date as possible. You should continue to bold similar 
language as well to tho President as to tho members of his Cabinet whenever suitable 
opportunities present themselves, explaining at the same time that they are well 
aware of the difficulties that are in the way of serious reform, and that therefore 
they w ill be quite content for the moment if they &ec that a properly organised 
constabulary lias been established and that the administration of the Customs has 
been strengthened in the manner desired by Mr* Lamont. His Majesty's Government 
remain convinced, however, that the financial state of the Republic can never really 
be put on a firm basis until the Treasury has been placed under proper control, in 
which lift Lamout should have a large part, and they trust, therefore, that reforms in 
this direction will be initiated as soon aa ever eireumstances permit. The judiciary 
also calls for reorganization. 

You should add that, as was explained to the President when he was in England,, 
if Ilia Majesty's Government do not within a reasonable time perceive that Liberia Is 
making a serious effort, to put things in order, they will have 110 option but to take 
such steps as seem best calculated to settle in .& satisfactory manner tho many 
outstanding question a they have with the Republic ; while, on (he other hand, if it Is 
saen that suck a serious effort as that indicated is really being made, they will do 
their best to meet the w ishes of the Liberian Government in regard to certain questions 
such as the Many River. 

You should draw his Excellency's special attention to the disastrous effects which 
are obviously being produced by the recent Concession to the Woomtftrm, Line, not only 
on the actual customs receipts, but on the whole morale of the Liberian Cue to ms 
service, effects which can only be rendered still more serious when tho Lldcr- 
Dempeter Lino come, as they must, to share m the privilege. And you should press 
on Ids Excellency the desirability of some of the ready money which is to come into 
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hiribands as a result of the recent recount ruction of the Chartered Company being 
used to free the Government from the complications which will certainly ensue 
sooner or later if the Woermaim Concession is allowed to stand* 

With regard to the reports which you inclose from Mr, Lamont, you should 
inform that gentleman that Sit* E. Grey in very glad to get his confidential reports, 
which are of great assistance in making the state of affairs clear, but you should at 
the game time draw faU attention to the undesirability of his threatening the Liberian 
Government with our intervention* lie should, on the contrary, do all he can to 
persuade them that it is their interests and theirs alone which he has at heart, and 
that lie acts In perfect independence either of Eis Majesty's Government or of you as 
their Representative, 

Sir k Grey notes what you fifty as to the jKossibility at no distant date of having 
to present a bill of damages to the Liberian Government in connection with affairs on 
the Anglo-Liberian frontier, 

lam, & a .\ 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[7296] No, 15. 

Consul Wallii to Sir Edward Grey. —(/?erfir#d March 2.) 

(No. 16. Africa, Confidential.) 

Sir* Monrovia t February 4, 190S, 

E HAVE the honour to report that a movement is on foot here to send a Mission 
to America with the avowed purpose of endeavouring to raise a Icon and to ask the 
United States to act aa Arbitrators in the event of any Bower wishing to take advantage 
of Liberia's weak p-oriliou* 

The prime mover of this Mission U Mr, McCants Stewart, who, it will be remem¬ 
bered, Elaine over to England with the President hist year. Thin gentleman in most 
hostile to Europeans and is greatly opposed to the proposed reforms. He has already 
■ncjcecded in creating a good deal of mischief* He spreads reports that the British 
Government are taking advantage of Liberia, and urges upon the Government to accept 
no reform at the band 3 of Europeans, 

’J he question of reform is, as a 1 natter of fact, the real reason for visit to 
America. 

The United States 1 Minister here is encouraging the movement. He is n coloured 
gentleman of about the same lme as Mr. Johnson, the Secretary of State The Liberian 
Government have very little respect for or belief in him. Personally, 1 have not die 
slighted faith in him, amt consider Inin lo he the most unreliable and anti-European. 

1 have watched him rather carefully and do not think that he Etas any souse of honour, 
A disgraceful affair about a lady took place here a few months ugo, in which the 
United States* Minister Resident and Consul-General was conspicuously and mast 
discreditably involved. 

The Secretary of State tells me that the Cabinet do not. look with tavour upon tho 
proposed American trip* lie adds that as there is a sentimental leaning by a certain 
section of the people towards America, the Government have decided to eanctfoo it, and 
money is Lo he voted for the expenses of tKn- expedition. 

I do not, however, believe the h tn foment h of Mr* Johnson, becaci.se I think that if 
he thought that the question of reform by Europeans could bo avoided by appealing to 
the United Stales lie would undoubtedly encourage il, 

1 stated in my Confidential despatch No. Id, Africa, of the 31st ultimo, that the 
United States of America would receive a rude shock did she but realize the true state 
of affairs in this country* As this Liberian Mission is going to America, and while there 
will probably tell untruths and make misleading statements, I respectfully suggest that 
the Government of the United States be told something about the anarchy and chaos 
which at presCEit exists in Liberia* Amongst the very long list of abuses might be 
mentioned;— 

1, Total inability to control ihc interior or prevent slavery, human sacrifice, 
cannibal ism, and tribal warfare. 

2, That actual slavery is being carried on to-day by nearly all the Liber ions in 
every settlement in the Republic, 

.. That (he Liberian* are effete and rapidly dying out. 
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4. That lupMta * lb " 

Republic, wu) tbM tie Bniawla ?‘*' , ? : . n1 '™„,'| tlmi owing to the gro*« « libwdement, 

5. That there ie ,io AdimnistraUon. ^ ^ obligations; and 

*- a " d " e 

controls , , _ ., . A ■„ fft-nnr of reform, but dare not say ho i 

-si. .*•*- •'» 

-t-^SSSSSS^Sfer - *• 

Liberians ton.® into their country they will I**™cm “ 

9. That the other natives arc crying tor r Ueacription and that 

10. That the Liberian Judiciary are to.) had and corr "i’ t ,or 1 

justice is not to be obtained. trv who commands any respect, and 

11 Vf ^ 8 °” Ln' Ts a Welt lndimn and » Ul*rf« I that he is head 
he it President Barclay , Lbal * , ■ i(ne , fit to succeed him. 

and shoulders abo e them * eril „ r> u , ™cccs unless reform takes place, 

12. That the country * til “h e „Llifi«d and carefully selected Knropcan 

and that this reform will only be effort*™ Government. 

officials are appointed to the 'arions ep“‘ ' [ members of the Government are 

13. That the reason why seveml ol the “£ tlon ,vould cease. 

opposed lo reform ie because they know : nreHle ,j oapilat in the country, but 

” l. That there is a large •»■£*<JUtrtly interfered''with, 
that, owing to the chaoa existing in^l e ^ about .1,01101, per annum for some 

, jc? “wS aitfrtssr-w, * *•«— ^ 

do ido. i |voy|i &c 

(Signed) ' HBAITUWAITE WALL.IS. 


(7207] No ‘ li; ' 

Consul H nl«s Sir Eihvard Grey.~(Hee(inerf Match 2 ) 

(No. 17. Africa. Confidential.) Monrovia, February 7, 1908. _ 

Sir, , a ^ I- n„js n fftAn’a d^nalfeh No, 31 of the 30th 3 tt»e, 3 WW, 

l DID not reply tfi Mi j. l r , " harifriiiiil Chiefs md mtivcB with the foresters 
upon the subject of interference by the n . on lcnV<s ,j„ England at llio 

nd other empl.** of the ****Ic MonrUfeUfen replying 

time, and eonmdered it bfist io *au-u . _ ‘ many OC ca*ions the European 

There ie no d««bt evidence to prove that lvjLll hul hlVc MtlialI * 

forester* of the Rubber Corporation bavt |i» ^ ^ ^cu happened lo be camped, 

?v 5375?u” ™,5 S»i<» «s«, “IS «™<~t “ 4 

•*&&<-, «-» 

ssiisyz arsur-A. »-«, «* »«•^ *• 
“-stria*,“ «;■«rs sx^’trsSff, ea 

£^.i‘-^SSSSiK3Ud^ai,'*»..., - - 

“ s S£«-m» «■*•*»%mj W^jaw t ttS£ 
E csi>ected aniil thCTe ifl . . . 


control io the hiotorland. But. this control, it most be understood, can never l*e carried 
out at the hands of (he Amorico -Liberians, because wlionover it ifl aitcmpted they ^iU 
most assuredly be estenninated by ihc aboriginal population. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) BEATFHWA1TE WALLIS. 


Tnolusure in No. 16. 

Mr* Braham fcj’Cun^ui Wallin, 

Dear CHptain WaLlia, Monrovia^ Liberia. J*mua rj( 2M T 1&0* 

ON various occaaions, when we have discussed the comhtion of Liberia and its 
li interl and, yon hate asked me to give you some idea of the Liillkdtfoft I have ox pen- 
ented in regard to the furtherance of my rubber busman, it is almost impossible, 
withoni nay douivr before tue, lo give you concrete instancuH of a-gre^ion arid 
hostility. There have been so many, and the occasion* *o often, that I liave forgotten 
tmnrly all Had there been only" one or two instances my memory 'vould perhaps 
BLrva \ m ( as one nail will drive "out another, so tun one outrage driven the memory 
of another from my mind, until now I lifve only ib^ possible recollection of otic nffnir 

that occurred the other day in the Loom district. 

I rata tell yon, however, that filed m my London nth > i u is a complete record of the 
robberies outiwgoi, *' wur palavers” that have taken place in the past three or tour 
V, and if i search further, \ have no doubt 1 could unearih ducurnema to show 
similar JiTiculties covering a period ol Lon or twelve years, lu fact, llie whole hiwory 
0 |- ^ IL . llahbcr Concession fmEli the very liiwLor from the time that its owners atiempted 
to , u i it inio buainess-Hke QlMiraLiou, is one ol enormous dilticultics, owing entirely and 
abiluicly to Lhc chaoe existing in Liberia^ biuterkui Appeal* to lbe Liberian 
tLivcrnmcnt have been made fmtn tiiue to timu, but the outcojne of these appeals ha* 
n, t vm been manifested. I go on extending my rubber operations because I know that 
tliW eftti be brought to success; but, I tear, only when eui effective control of the binter- 
1.,'mi ami tlte stihjligation of Lbu insolent, imlokni, and savage natives U effected. 

B\ effective control I do not mean by ibe appohilmenL "1 illiterate, halt drunken 
Liberian Commissioners bill capable and upright European officers who know llieSr 
July a JL d will carry it out. There ie no hope for Urn hinterland otherwise. ^ Prey lent 
uJdny has tried to bring the native into closer touch and friendly relationship with (be 
Liberian Government - he I ins succeeded Lo sonic extent But the native in Monrovia 
ia another creature to the native on his own dung-hill in the interior, and never, unless 
administration of the most thorough kind is instituted, will the native real is* Liberia's 

authority and obey her lawa. * , 

Thirteen vears of exi orience in Liberia and a cIoro observation of all her method a 
me | think the right to speEik with some authority. Unless she put her house in 
Srder there is no hope for Liberia, If dissolution is not carried out by outside influences 
u rtill not matter much, the disintegration will commence from within. The hinterland 
vi Liberia is rich in resources. You can look to no development until effective Control 

,n$ iniberia appoints Liberian \4iainbtratom it will be useless, for the reason that 
n l5hls Cjl chamre, plus ckaf k mCrne cho.re, M where the Liberian ia concerned, 

(Signed) ' -L ¥. BE AH AM. 


[7298] No, 1 * * 

Consul Wallis to Sir Edward Urey.—[Received Marik 2.) 

(No. LB Africa. Confidential.) . 1n 

V Monrovia, rebruQfit 10, ILKIB. 

'" 3r ’ the German Consul informed mo the other day that, owing to the incomplete 
customs control caused by want of more Europeans, and for other reasons brought 
about bv the half-hearted attempts which have been made to reform ihis country. th« 
German finns in Liberia were bitterly complaining that their bijsmeaa was bung up, 
nitd that they with the rest of the European mercantile community, were waiting and 
hoping that the British Government would take decisive steps and put the country >n 










order. B&Mdthat 

r^assasussss^ 

:!;: &. d^*.., n..- 

p T d ™^ G.™r^^ hi ? '-'-^r 4 
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this country were only of a commercial d^lulm ^ 

(Signed) BRAlTllWAlTF. WALLIS. 


[7300] No - 18 ’ 

Consul Wallis to Sir toward (irrt/.—Ulnnr'd March 2.) 

(p. 20. Africa. Confidential.) A^roeta, February 12.1908. 

,"' {^sflKsWrs ac„‘,.a R st.TSit 
i:“i t^atsjr-'c 

faI, “' :im qo ii e in accord with the remark, this officer makes upon the subject of 

», b ? positively inaisting that 

every one of the more important Departments lie placed in charge of a e'y F 1, ni 
Viimnnaii will an effective result lie arrived at. His remarks in paragraph 10 ■ 
eonwt. The statements contained in paragraph 10 as regards the judiciary are also 

0Qly r^^Uolly beg to draw vonr attention to paragraph 18. in which Mr. Lamont 
eonJel viov’ -'Liberia has shown herself clearly incapable of even a measure of 
rnvornmeai even v it hi a Ihe hounds of her wretched settlements, so clearly to those 
who know her and her methods well that it, is an funding mutter that long ere 
now .be has not passed from the category of .r,dependent htetM. 
iviu-itcillv himn deimmstraled tube nou-HMSlcnl m h«r ao-^ull^l fari-tcal 2aut. . ■ 

. :;‘ s 1 Ur;^,;, Convention of 1W! rasp^tin* h^-arm, has b^n aWluiely 

dkre-Wed md even now is so. 1 wtimatdllial: in ihwt yew sm« IBM hwriwds of 
(Luanda of arms of precision bare \w±ed t hrough Iho avonu^s of her ungovormsd 

seaboard to the timing hinterland of Sierra Leone and Hvimb ■ < ■ 

Various reports have been made by me and other o fioim at different tomes 
upon this subject, bui nothing has been done about tin- uiat-tcr. 

Mr Lament quite outside his prepuce in jwiragraphB.ia* 1&, 20, and 2- or 
1m IteLtTvbeldh be attempts to suggest a pto to J& Gowrnmont 

w rcgaUb Liberia, which to already been definitely settled by the iorcign Office. 

This Las been pointed out to Mr, Ln . . 1 ■ 

I have* &e. 

(Signed) It K A IT H WAITE WALLIS. 


Inclosure in No. 18. 

Mr. Lammt to Consul Wflfti*. 

(Confidential.) Mwwie, February 7, 1908. 

!?,r ’ I HAVE the honour to state, for ymr information, that l visited Prasidenl 

Barclay vestcnlav to ascertain wlielher the suggestions and recommend..ns L 

submitted in November last for the improvement ot the Customs Service were being 
considered and A\ cn effrcl to by the Legislature now m session, I found I resident 
Barelay apparently disinclined lo enter Into discussion on the Tory important matters 



it is my province here to si]e through. His attitude displayed listless apathy rmrl 
impotence, and I was unable to arrive at satiafactory results of any kind whatever. 
My statement of suggestions bad never been submitted by the Secretary of the 
Treasury to the Government either ono way or another. 

2. Most important matters, such as the establishment of summary jurisdiction in 
Customs eases, the discussion of the Customs Estimates, the appointment of a proper 
stall of Inspectors, and other equally important questions, he treated iu the most 
casual man oar, or rather did not deal with them at all f and lie could give me no 
assurance whatever of any of thorn being carried to finality. He said he did not 
know whether the Legislature Iiad passed any Acts dealing with Customs mutters 
or not In fact, bis attitude was simply that of hopeless impotence. He said a Bank 
of Liberia Act had been passed. I expressed surprise that this should have been 
done without my opinion having been sought. At this he simply laughed. This 
bank scheme is, of course, merely their method of dividing the balance of the 1900 
loan amongst Liberians in a certain select circle. But it is not on that account that 
I address you this communication, which I am desirous should be transmitted to ILis 
Britannic Majesty’s Government* 

3 r Tt is because T have been impressed more forcibly than ever of the utter 
impossibility of getting any satisfactory work done here under existing conditions, 
I have bad two years’ experience now of Liberian methods and so-called legislation 
and government* and I feel that, apart from the positions loud my assistant occupy 
here as guarantees for the regular payment of interest and capital on the 1906 Loan, 
Our actual positions and functions and the conditions under which we work ns far ns 
reformatory movement is concerned are not, I venture to say, quite adequately grasped 
by the home authorities. 

■1. The present system, of so-called Government here and the calibre of its 
members arc quite antagonistic to the achievement of satisfactoiy results through the 
medium of a reform of which I am supposed to lx 1 the pioneer. 1 should be wanting 
in honesty to Ifis Britannic Majesty’s tioTprnment and equally so to the Liberian 
people were I not to give expression to my convictions strongly and straightforwardly 
on the present situation, 

fj. The measures of li reform " [ sic] being now submitted to the Liberian Govern¬ 
ment are, in my opinion, of quite inadequate scope, and are simply sufficient to arouse 
suspicions and in flame anti-Lnglhh reelings, to encourage derision fit Englishmen* to 
drive the poor tribesmen to despair and to contempt of British prestige, to which he 
vainly looks for ultimate redemption and nii honoured Government. The presence of 
British officials in Liberian service is to him, indeed, i\ mystery he cannot unravel, and 
reduce* those unfortunate enough to occupy such positions, in his estimation, to the 
level where Liberian infamy flourishes apace. To him it means British endorsement 
and approval of the misrule and impoterme all around him. 

(S. In my opinion* Liberia should he dealt with (irmly, and reformatory measures, 
if put forward nt all* should ho pressed on a larger add more effective basis. The 
problem should be tackled boldly* fundamentally* and altogether, if success h to be 
achieved* 

7. The effective government of the large area named Liberia is an utter impos¬ 
sibility so* long as it remains in the hands of a number of grossly ignorant, inept, and 
corrupt officials whose only claim to their poriiions h based on the most glaring 
personal aggrandisement. Questions of admiuisEfathn, alike of Department and 
district, are quite beyond their reach. They thenis(dvcfl are well a ware of the fact. 
Yesterday the President himself exclaimed, in the most pathetic manner, “What is 
one poor man to do sr !1 In truth lie asks the question. Hi* heads of 3 icpartinoilt* go 
their own ways and do nothing but till their pockets as rapidly us possible without 
its hein^ t<xi noticeably 3 nm convinced that the passage of Government to stronger 
and more capable hands would he hailed with acclamation by n large number of 
Li berm ns. 

8. 1 have given the whole situation hero the most serious and dispassionate 
consideration* and on every side, in every aspect, I. am driven to one conclusion, and 
tliat is, that the administration of the territory between the MnnoEi River arid the Cavalla 
should now puss into the hands of u Ciipahle Government, and tins in justice to Die 
Liberians themselves and to the indigenous trilws of the const anil of the interior 
There is no room for doubt that linn measures and a strong adminis Ira lion here would 
achieve the heat of results, but these cauubt be effected by measure# short of those 
that will confer control on men who would guide matter.- here In belter issues. 

9. The reforms initiated ure quite tod equate* and have not embraced the most 
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Vital fotat. that would go to vesting European d&U* her, with nj efetive 

"“"E The judiciary improvements to«ttad> f»M £ 

the Judged their methods of Isughs at 

the judiciary arc nothing more Or leas thoi ■£ ^ Talu £® It is oleai that 

them, and h*» long ago written e ._ .,- . t | :e conli 'cnu’i.t of Govern- 
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fax been done. President jumbled; That, fody has conic to the 

these men, anti to wait until the gi pn done The legislature have not* so 

rerge of di^Uitlnn, y<* iiotog ^ “ m ^ ter mined not to be put otT any 

far, approved of the staff I <1 i ^ with me that pressure 

through your kind offices, the hanging for “ Ter Hix 

14. The question of the Trontier fnrc ? ’ ff oll of B „= selection of British 

and the amount of odious cnlicwm passed onit1^ ( f kind have 

SEKMSSXtf ■* *“ 

“«?sL,—i-<- f-aa* &&&&?£ 

lav it heforo the legislature for serious ^ . . Jj^ed and so vitiated that no 

factions as a fimnc.nl adviser ™ll &^S£n“Ud to point out that It would 
Treasury reform will to P««'^ g* J^ ^ f Troasury reform now than to open 
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10 , If we arc toretam ‘to**"*££ft*jg“ "fo Kquire to be grappled with 
ta^Zrfnm^v^manuer; reform under the methods and in the measure 
pursued is not going to the root of "'“tj®™- |f lM (nbarian) in the country, 

and *“ “ W “ y W 

territory between the Ala-noli a™ l t ' i ■ . ai L . a Liberian so-called government might 
100 square miles mofid Monrovia, t _ ^ shown heraelf dearly incapable 

be permitted to run it, of her wretehod foments, 

of even a measure of government* ec th ofls well that it is an astounding matter 

so clearly to those who know her and her _ category of independent. States, 

that long ere now she to not in her ^-called farcical 

Justice fms repeatedly hM (lci ?f r ^ tioE j 1892 respecting lire-anns lias been 
Courts; the toms of the Brussels Cotton "Xtte in t £c* year* since 1B« 
absolutely disregarded, and even w — h ^ tbp0tt gh the avenues of her 

hundreds of thousands of arms of J , of ^- [irra [jWIH . an <! French Guinea, 

ungovemed seaboard to the , f * Western Africa atulfcifiea the raise** dV/r* 

The existence of Liberia on the neaboaid of W^tea* arnca^ ^ ^ Ewy(me 

of the Brussels Convention. But ^ , 3 *A the° existence of Liberia as an indo- 

t dent on the W Coast <**?"» J*L£fS2£to the well-being 

pendent ungovernci territory is a const™* •; ' '! fc[ ^ of her , 

if the well-ordered and properly ^ „ auD) of 3.0UUf. a-year would 

19 If a protectorate were L^meAt wd eo-mlted heads of Depart- 

penrioo off the Vresident and E ^ u ' 1 -J ^ ^Uriefl Cleared of oil reapousibifiSea, 

•a.nw'if crSiS: tsasrsfs 
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pa ere of Mtost African history would happily he erased and a new era of progress for 
this wretched place inaugurated* 

£0. It is doubtless the desire of His Britannic M&jyaty’s Government to permit 
the Liberians to own a ItopublLc oMlieir own—a territory in which they can continue 
to enercbe their constitution^jf and State rights; but this should be restricted to an 
area to be determined around "Monrovia, say It JO square miles* 'Htey would find that 
a territory impossible of administration. 

21. There is no question but that recent events in her hinterland have shown the 
authorities in London and in Paris that Liberia requires firm dealing, and must he 
given her proper place in the realm of West African government—and that is, 
reduction Of her present territory to a size and area she can reasonably be called On to 
properly administer. 

22. Grand Bassa could he made an excellent and healthy hend-quarters, and it is 
already a large export port* Without Monrovia, a revenue of 00,000^ per annum to 
start with would be easily obtained from the Customs, and this would double and 
treble if British rule were initiated The debts of Liberia at present amount to 200,bOGL, 
and 1 would suggest that this he extinguished by II.is Britannic Majesty's Govern* 
meat on assumption of Protectorate by the issue of a loan of 300,000/.* guaranteed on 
the new territory at or % per cent, ; 100,000/. to be utilized for initial improve¬ 
ments. 

21, 1 have not written the above without a great deal of consideration and due 
reflection on the present state of aiTairs hero, and I would respectfully request, that 
th is statement bo submitted to IT is Britannic Majesty's Government. 

L huve ? &c. 

(Signed) W. J. LA MONT, 

Financial Adviser of Liberia. 


[7304] ^ 10. 

( ntiktit Wallin to Sir tidward Grey .—( Received March 2.) 

|No. 34. Africa, Confidential.) 

Sir, Monrovia, February 15, 1UQS. 

TUB new Agreement of the Development Company, or, rather* Messrs. 
Erlauger* with the Liberian Government, whereby the latter is to receive 21,000/. for a 
“bank scheme 1 ’ anti a “rood scheme* 1 lias been ratiliecl by (he Legislature, with 
amendments. 

It is, I suppose* a matter of indifference both to Messrs, KrJanger and the Chartered 
Company what becomes of thin money; but h is morally certain that it is going to ba 
squandered and thrown away by the Liberian Government if it is handed over to them 
under these ambiguous conditions. 

The road, which the Chartered Company were building, is being totally neglected 
by the Liberians; grass is growing over it, while some of the expensive machinery is 
left lying about, uncored for, covered with rust and half buried En mud. 

The truth about this loan is that what the Liberians desire in just to have tha 
handling of the cash, when a large portion of it will most assuredly be divided up 
ainmigsi a select few. 

I propose* therefore, that, as amendments have been made to the Agrement by the 
Legislature, ;md will consequently require the acceptance of Messrs. Erhmger, the 
Latter stipul&to, at the suggestion of the Foreign Office, that, instead of the balance 
of this loan being used by the Liberians in a so-called t)auk anti mid scheme, and 
thereby thrown away and wasted, it should bo apportioned to— 

I Reducing the debt due to Ills Majesty's Government from tho Liberian Govern* 
mont; and 

2. Contributing towards the expenses that will he incurred by the proposed 
reforms, especially as regards police, customs, and gun-boat. 

Asa matter of fact, tab Mr. Lament and myself have already suggested ibis to 
President Barclay, but no assurance lias been given by him upon the subject* and his 
statements are vague. 
















m 




If, however, Meww. Erlang* can see tfcoir rar to ineisl yJlus, thelJ^riM 
Government would be almost bound to agree to it, ae thej arc - 3 

receive ihia money. , ^ . 

(Signed) JjRAITHWAlTF. WALLIS. 


[ 7541 ] N “' 20, 

Afr. Haymon to Sir Eimrd Grty.-(Recti*f<i Marc* t.) 

THF rWtd-G™ernt of Liberia presen l* hie compliments to Hi a Maji-slys 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and, as instructed, haa the honour to 
LS the iScd letter from the Indent of Liberia to h.e EwoUency. 

Liberian Legation, London, Afareft 3, 19G&* 


Indoaure in No. '20c 
Prudent Harday to Sir Edvard Grey, 

Mansion, Monrovia. Febm"™ 7, 1 90S, 

r * F ITT TV recognizing the necessity of inspiring foreigners witii confidence m^ur 

JaS8U>.H»i .P sgdK fc 

■ Santember 1007 and with the approval of my Legislature since obtained, act 
honour to request that the British Government shall cotinuue, mthyit a ny wfr agMirt 
of the sovereign rights of Liberia, to assist O'tr Republic id furtlier organnuofi 

■HeSCSiSK htKLion oi my Legislature that none of the European 

G “" ^ir^ABTnlfR^OLAY. 


L8489] ■ No ‘ 3L 

Mtmomndimi m Out* of Mtstri. Ditchfieii, HM intop, Atiia, o«d Hoot. 


Mr. Dilchfietd. 

MI{ DITCHFIELD, Manager at Cape Fnlmns of Ditdifields Limited, a 

m&M I 

, .. ., r it „ iipiriiifliLjirjj house find on it wits Wed an ni ticm tor hbtl brought 
"' |U wV* Bt&ftSr%J JDclC» member of the Cape Palmas Mahogany 
Wull *mlLiberian Kepublic. Judgment ™ given 
(Cnrtowa. awarded 15,000 dollars damages, a sum which was reduced on 
for l 1 ™;"”' " . ’ Unnrovia to 10,000 dollars, on the 7th February, 

5*?' 1 Lmtn MS in he cS;., stated that in his opinion the claims 

of the M&», Company 1 were fraudulent, and that Mr. D.tcbhcM had been 

the 25th Marcli, 1007. Mr. Litchfield 

ftlfSf fiOTL « ^ judgment, on an order issued by the Court since 







the 21st February, 1 SK>T. This news was received at the Foreign Office on the 
fJth September, 1907* and President Barclay, who happened to he in London, was at 
once requested to telegraph to Liberia instructing the authorities to release 
Mr. LH ton field, which hh Excellency immediately did* 

Meanwhile, advantage was taken of Presidents Barclay’* visit to England to 
discuss our various grievances against the Liberian Government, and in a conversation 
which Mr. Clarke had, with his Excellency at the end of August 1907, special 
strops was laid on theft* eases of reported harsh and unfair treatment of British 
subjects. President Barclay promised to inquire fully into the various cases on bin 
return to Liberia. 

Mr, Litchfield died at Cape Falmn* on the ltrb December, 1907, and Captain 
Wallis* in his despatch No. 3 of the 7th January last, reporting the circumstance, 
inquired whether l lis Majesty*! Government proposed to take any steps in the matter 
of the various complaints preferred by the late Air, IHtotficld against the Liberian 
Goveniment. He was instructed hi reply on the 14th February last, to ascertain from 
President Barclay the result of his Excellency’s promised investigations into the coses 
of Mr. Ditch field and othor@- 

AVc have as yet received no reply from Captain Wallis, but he has sent us 
information to the effect that Dossen and the others who had brought the libel action 
against Mr. Ditch field intended, now that he was dead, to take furtlier steps against 
the firm of Ditch field's Limited, 

Mr. BlenJdntop. 

In a despatch No, 45 of the 21st June, 1097, received here on the 27ili July last. 
Captain Wallis reported that a Mr, Blenkinsop, an English assistant in the firm of 
Ditchfleld’s Limited, nt Ca]ic Palmas* had been thrown into a prison there which was 
** a filthy place, and totally unfit for the reception of human beings, much less a 
European in delicate health and in a climate such us this f Liberia) is. M under the 
follow ing circumstances:— 

On the 22nd December, 1900, Air. Blenkinsop was shipping ,l piaaaava 1+ to the 
steam-ship “ Nyanga.” The deputy wharfinger, Gibson by name, was tallying the 
bundles* and, not lining sober, unable to do so properly. About 9 f«v* Blenkiii&op 
had loaded fifty-one bundles into a boat when Gibson demanded that they should he 
taken out again. Blenkinsop refused, whereupon Gibson interfered with the hove 
who were loading* Blenkinsop stopped him, and was then struck by him on the 
chest and in*the stomach, and his shirt was torn off his. back* On the -8th December, 
190(1, Blenkinsop was taken seriously ill, which he attributed to the blow lie had 
received in the stomadu On the lUli January, 1907* lu: was nrn&M on a charge 
of « obstructing and assaulting a Customs official whilst in the execution of his duty." 
The case was referred to the Grand Jury* and Blenkinsop had to give n bond for 
G(j dollars to appear at the February term of the Court of Quarter Sessions. In 
February the ease was adjourned till May, when, on the 23rd May, it was remanded 
till the August term* On the 24th May Blenkinsop was again arrested and required 
to give a second bond for 75 dollars for hi* appearance at the August term. I bis he 
refused to do as he had aheadv a bond in Court which was not cancelled, Ho was 
then put in the cell as described, above* with four H repulsively dirty and evil-smelling 
KrtH) boys,” where he was left without food and with only the cement floor to lie on 
for nine hours. 

Captain Wallis stated that Mr. Blenkinsop had committed no crime, and that the 
whole affair was one of spite by the local authorities at Cape Palma on account 
of Mr, Ditch field having reported some of them for fraud against Lloyd’s. Captain 
Wallis lidded t hat. he had made strong representations to the Liberian Goveniment* 
but they were so weak and corrupt that he feared little would or could bo done 
bv them* and he asked that the matter might be held over until be arrived in 
Lomlon iu July and hail an opportunity of discussing the question at the Foreign 
Office, 

On the 11th September las( Mr* BlcnMnsop died, uad Mr. Difcfihfhdd considered 
that his death was accelerated, if not caused, by his treatment at the hands of the 
Liberian authorities, and said that he had grave doubts about it—presumably 
meaning that bo suspected foul play, as the symptoms " were more than fever or 

African sickness.” t 

Mr. Blcnkiasop’s case was among those specially brought to Pnsjpem Barclay s 
notice by Mr, Clarke* ami we are now a waiting the results of his BiccHenqy's 
investigations. 
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David Attia. 


*ath June 190" Captain Walli* reported the ease of Mr. D. Attia, a 
E>n the 2nth j i _ • | ^ tarrraiiff oft business a& a general dealer 

British subject (though al*o a Mroredi * He w ^ deprived of the 

Bt Lower Buchanan. Grand Ba^r, Ll .** r * , . tra(io furniture and other 

possession of his resident, b*uj n c*s prvmi s _> " , , . , ' t d one William 

S by the action of one Arthur B&by, Wallis, Bkbf 

Lr.f?hStiSrL SS&SSti? 1 h^ s oiminnlly Routed by the 
—who wte at the time me m.■ ,i ?t 1 n ivould annear to have acted 

Chief Inspector of Cu&toiriH for raut - » have beeii suppM*® 4 by the local 

fraudulently and in conspiracy »S“ I1S ^ ' ? * ** u v litbAtiou in the local Courts to 
Liberian officials. Attift &A l *dl 1 " ‘ 1 “ ’ ncM j^ y gS| in Captain Wallis' 

secure justice, but without wail. [ ■ J& , . action for redress-- 

dospatch above ret e Yted ^ Llit 0 f^i judgment against hi in which had tttoa 

“*£& r^uftoS: 
t*» m il a ^f Mfifcft ^ BnSn. n'rThiS'fc L. been 

peaceable pOMjeston ol hie pn misne ,| 10(s ,) ]!lt Judee ICumiedv, who 

deprived by conspiracy between Wl B’>' , ■ w |,i’ u ), Attia was involved, had 

had i ried a *«*«» wrjnr* case, one of •*J£"‘ . Attia's dharge* of corruption 
been suspended by the Govcn.nort of Libertoow^g to Attia^o go i 

{BX&ssa'i^s ■**»-•*-“ <• 

which he had not succeeded^ t w Prudent Barclay when he 

sri.S'ASaggaiffl wi» •*«« e« 

“•jia rss srrsrs* »«. 

SSSSyjfSSi.wa,an 

Foreign Office to take any action on their bohalt 


Mr. Hunt. 

from his own account he ^ riLVt , r \ H , vn tried hut had been 

siwgeaut in tho West India his wi f c during an attack of brain 

huprisoned ^ cWd as a lunate to^ ^ ^ to ^ fpot? Ac local 
fever* and kept thus fop sru,u yi ■ l t . . . % i. prom e tx Liberian suhiect., 

the matter to the not i Oft of the Government, ana tpc num 

“ 81 ’Z “ was received at the Foreign Office on. the gU^WJ.^ 

«* » i* 1 ™:* but **Mfc V'^^rh^rat ito cml oMnst August, said that he 
Kfcu^e.X Hun?” ^ before he left Monrovia, hul 

wr;»"X^ut B S Adviser l the Foreign Office 

during ilr. it«rst’« absence at The ^ Co^r™»JW y«r. 
the cire-umstai^c when fully inquired mio 3 ,- 

^tStrhecu iurpriaunod for the co... « 
libdhiwtion brought against him in circumstancci which made a yudgmen agtut 

him preposterous. 


As regards Mr, Blenkinsop, Mr< Ken rick considered that oven if Ilia deAth was 
not directly due to the ilUreatnitmt ho had received, he had been treated with 
indignity and barbarous inhumanity* His imprisonment could in all probability not 
have been justified even by the local law (if any exuded). An inquiry should lie 
insisted on anti compensation exacted, 

Mr* Attm'a case showed, in Mr, Ketiriek J s opinion, that the local judicature were 
so ignorant and corrupt that recourse to the Tribunals of Liberia ty nny British 
subject was futile. The procedure was a farce and the result u travesty of justice. 
He Was satisfied that Attia had good grounds for complaint. 

These four cases ^ made Mr* Kenrick consider it imperative to make direct 
demands on the Liberian Government for compensation in respect of injuries and 
damages sustained by^British subjects through the indoppelencc and corruption of 
the Courts and officials of the country. The interests of Hritlsili subjects were not 
safely intrusted to the local Administration, and Consular jurisdiction should !*:■ 
established in Liberia, as it had been in severe! countries whose eivtlizatiou was on 
a vastly higher plane, in order to secure a reasonable protect ion of such interests. 

Mr. Ken wick suggested that the then impending visit of President Barclay 
afforded n lilting opportunity f OJ - the consideration and uiscuaaron of the question* 

As has already men oWrvird, President Barclay's attention was drawn to these 
eases, and he undertook to make a thorough mreatigation, on his return to Monrovia, 
but asked fora reasonable time to do this and initiate the various re forma which hud 
been urged upon him* 

I r wm considered that by March of this year a sufficient time would have elapsed 
to enable us to judge whether better things might be hoped for from Liberia, and our 
latest information is to the effect, that Att.ia lias won his ease, and that Captain Wallis 
ha* secured the acceptance of judicial reforms by the Liberian Government, which 
should include a revision of the three other coees. 

It may bo mentioned that tim e articles have appeared in the “ Standard,” on the 
2fSth, 27th, and 2&th February last, giving u very full ami apparently fairly accurate 
account of the eases of Mr. Hitchfiekl and Mr* Blenkinsop, though the writer says 
that His Majesty's Government liave made a demand for comperisatitm for the (leatbs 
of those gentlemeu on the ground that they were delibomtoly poisoned* 

G. R. C. 

March ±, 1909, 


[6531] No. 22. 

Foreign Office to Corutul Wallis. 

(No. 11.) 

Sirj Foreign Oj^ee, March fl, 15J0S, 

SBC'EETARy SIR K UREY was very glad, ;ia you will liave gathered from his 
telegram Xu. 3 of the 26t!i Jftimiiry, io receive your lelegrjim Xa 3 of the SJtli J&nu- 
ary, from which it appears tlial pmctioally nil lhe reforms which were pressed upon 
Freni dent Barclay when he was in England have now lnaen accepted, at any ram, \u 
principle, by the Liberian IjOjghdiiloro, 

Tlie intelligence was the mom gratifying, as from the tenor of your despatches 
Nog* 1, 7, and 10 of the 1st, Hth, and 2ith January last it aceined that so far from 
there I icing any chance of all the reforms being carried, ic was more than doubtful 
whether any would lie, and that indeed the state of affairs in Bus country was 
extremely bad* 

The action of the Liberian Legislature hits for the moincnt, atimy rate* comjdotdy 
ehanginl the aspect of affairs, and you diouM accordingly only take such action .in 
my despatch No. 10 of the Sfftb February as nlterod circumstances seem to you to 
call for, 


t am* &c. 

(Signed) M + , LANGLEY. 
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No. 23, 


fiorwyt Wallis ti> Sit Edvard Grey>—(Recnvtd C?J ?-) 


fNo, 25, Africa, Moet Confidential.) February 20, 1BO& 

it -ii j* •- art a,.t sr JX".£i tyatvs 

Monrovia <Hirin^ the meeting vi «? President here in a balfriienited mannei 

sSi'™ir:^i. •„—-«, 

■“» SS52 ™i. ^agraa 

i3SA ffXST-X W*i ik •**'• i"’ - k ' r 

“•‘SV*. -I. ^r2S«S£5^-^ wassitt- 

j„ the Indothers were preeching e^inet everj|tbin£ 

McCantfie Stc"arl, ^y |V H“ CT * „ ■ _t Q _ n nA matters at last looked ms; bad 

British, end the British ^ ‘idly no reform n( the twifil* of 

Kere nt one time thn ”« l ™ J £ s ,!vi^bto to -rite . privnte nLU to 

Europeans would be tolerated, .% ■ , ^ . « inline* then at Baijan, uminf! 

Captain Monri.Jt i N..com™ , ,<i.ns Hi» «L to pro ect British Kubjena and 

^ I J^{agffi8.*w , SaS l Kil CKi. w. -Hr 

(l ”"?5? &'W 11. -l—tl"*. >K "” toMOg m*** »g> 

*.«£?.nd1™,m M. I determinedLotoie'aZ^f£ 
end demanded in the moat pwt.™ ‘ ’^ not Isk for one additional 

eonseqttlncea oltoj*™ j the a ppJ;„t m *nt of Major Oadell «o the 

Customs officer, 1 demanded three. I re 1 ^ I „ d , Boffident atoll’ of 

proposed force (he had been * j? , - j . j , on jj r X^mont being promoted 

capable European officers to «nt I™- 1 '"d tfeqmred reform in tl.e Liberian 

to the Treasury with subsiantml powers, and l re<|uir.a 

judiciary^ ^ 8tat ed, “like a thunderclap.'* and my despatch was 

described as “ bratai ■’ gmng the UtariM* after official hour, : 

ZS toVZc^Xtod in JL streets stamping. 
«d ££** ** ^teation, while reports of the wildest nature were 

received by me hourly. effective one, in my Immble opinion), 

t jssss^x^x: 

\jztn -.■- ik 

..mljS ...H »«t .».J.lll "i“« KW K M. 

Hum come a per in “ fl( , at ,|, 0 Consulate, sometimes for boars at 

M •*. * «** of ** 

n stretch, v a waver or recede from the position I had taken 

r T Udcnt inZ 3 that I had aakjd for reform in ffie 

-iZsS hut he as at a to 

WS - WJE 

sfr jft- 

J a8W 1 

tlittt Mis Mn.ieely * ^ ™ » Kmturrn Office when in London upon the sobject, 

London "were^to get reform in the Liberian Treasury. It would never have done. 
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however, lo have let Mr. Barclay know this, t therefore adopted the fbltawin" coursf-: 

I instructed Mr, turnout to at otice draw up a Mt^homndum, copy inclosed (IncloBiiri 1 
No, 2/ ? embodying htK views to what a Financial Adviser should he> wiLli tipefiial 
reference to till b country, I told him that the point* therein would have to give the 
official so employed effective control and be capable of expansion, and that when tbifl 
document was complete be was lo send it to sne to sec. When it was received 3 madr 
some alterations^ and sent this amended Memorandum to President Barclay. At the 
same lime l asked Mr. Lamont to draw up a list of what his dalles (as Financial 
Adviser) would be> Tins list, when received, 1 corrected, altered, anti modified, 
and it way subsequently given by Mr, Luinonl to the President. These points not only 
give the Financial Adviser to the Liberian Government wide powers ami control in the 
Treasury,, but, as previously remarked, arc capable of expansion. 

As to the raiding of a force, there were many objections put forward by the 
Legislature* and Major Cade 11 was waiting here for several weeks unemployed. He 
submitted, a aeheme to the President which wa* appreciated by the Government, aiul by 
including in it such clauses aa giving evening class lectures to would-be Liberian officers 
on military duties, &c., tie helped to make the acceptance of the force more palatable to 
the Liberians. 

Yesterday 1 received official information from the Liberian Government that the 
whole of the reforms as laid down by me were aecepted. 

t have therefore the honour to confirm my cablegram No. 3 upon the subject. 

Briefly the reforms are as follows :— 

1, The creation of a frontier force, about 500 strong* under seven European 
officers, Major K. M* Cadell being appointed to the command as Commandant and 
1 nspector-G en oral. 

2 + The increase in the Customs slaiT by the appointment of three more white 
British officers, 

Mr. Lamont to have a seat in the Treasury as Financial Adviser* and to have 
substantial powers, as laid down in Memorandum and Mr. Barclay's letter, 

i, Reform in the judiciary* 

With reference to Xo, I, the Liberian Government suggest that four of the officers 
of the force should be other than British, but the licud-quarter staff (three) art to be 
British officers. However, there is nothing laid down in. the BUI (Inclosure Xo, 3), 
which forbids the employment of all British officers, and E believe thfiu (hie can 
be arranged for later* The Bill, it will he observed, is only a skeleton, and its 
enactments can be added to when required. The copy forwarded is the actual one 
received from the Government- Major Cad ell is to have the selection oi the 
officers. 

It will be observed by looking at Inclosure No. 4* with reference to Inclosure No, 3, 
that Mr, Lamont has been given wide powers* and that the suggestions in rite Memo- 
rand am 1 sent to President Barclay (called in bis Excellency's private letter to 
me rr the Downing Street Memorandum,* 1 Inclosure No, 5) have been tally complied 
with. 

With reference to Tudoeure Xo, -t, I did riot press the Liberian Government too 
much upon the subject of the judiciary* as I reaiixe Hint no real reform can take place 
in R until a European Judge is appointed. However, as. will be observed in the 
Secretary of States despatch forwarded herewith Juclosure^ No. 6), they have anyhow* 
made some effort in wliat they consider to be the right direction. 

U will be observed by the foregoing that success has bcOti achieved, and that not 
only have the reforms been accepted as were discussed with the President in England 
(rirfc Mr. Clarke’s record of conversation with President Barclay* the 2nd September, 
UJ08), which suggested the appointment of one extra Customs officer and two British 
officers in the police, but they have been greatly added rt> by the sanction ol no le.-rs 
than seven European officers in the police, three tti the Customs, and the appointment 
of a Financial Adviser with real powers. In fact, ill American parlance, there has been 
a complete M cave in ” by the Liberian Govermncni, and a great deal more )m> been 
conceded by them than was at firsi c:\peetud. LicutenatH BuggA aaiisted by 

two or three Brilish officer.'! ia to liave command of the proposed Liberian gun-boa^ 
3o all this really means that ihte country will very shortly be run b) British officers, 

Bui ihe practical result ol ail ibis can only he determined by time M bother these 
Liberians will really fall to ami assist in the regeneration of this country^ affaire, nr 
whether thev are tuo effete, lethargic, and corrupt to do anything ot ihe land, ro iDMH^ 
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tn be seen. For the present, however,, much has been done under very great difficulties, 
and it can only In; hoped that by inti sting upon further reforms under European officers 
in other Departments tlial this unhappy and broken-down country will be built up into 
a stable and efficient Government. 

I have* &c. 

(Signed) BRAITHWAITB WALLIS. 


Inclose re 1 in No. 23. 

Captain M<mr& to CottsvU Wallis, 

Lear Wallis, *■ Mutinef at Cess River, January 16, 1908. 

FOR fleuvea’s sake keep the peace till I come back. I am off to-morrow to 
Ancensioii to do some rather Important work connecting the Greenwich and Cape 
OhiervatorietK and it has all been arranged to take place in February, 1 shall be back 
at Sierra Leone early in March, and if T can afford the coal T nil! look in on the way, 
btit as there is none now at Ascension, sinee Fishers economies began, it ia rather 
touch and go my getting buck to Sierra Leone. 

Anyhow, do send up word there if I can be of any use, and I will cult in on mj 
way south again. I need not say what a pleasure it would! be to he of fiome use 
to you. 

f was shown a Grand B&g-su paper the other day with a I'uJJ description of my 
action, 8tc ,, here last month. It wfts mewf amusing reading. What would the "Daily 
Mail 11 give for a copy ? 

With kind regards, yours, &o, 

(Signed) C, E, MONRO. 


Incloenre 2 in No. 2%. 

Mtm&rtmdum by Mr. Lament respecting the Functions t>f Financial Adviser Jo the 

Liberian Government, 

THE relations unbsisLmg between the Government of Liberia ami the oflicia! 
attached ati Financial Adviser require thin the tatter he consulted by his Govern¬ 
ment on matters reeling to its revenue, expenditure, and pecuniary obligations t the 
proper organixatioii of the methods of collection of the various closes of revenue, 
the Accurate accounting of the disbursements of public moneys, and the effective 
management of loan r, (.heir’Croation and liquidation, 

His duties' carry him into fttuvndal mattcra affecting the State, and their results 
are embodied in reports made direct to the Head of the Government, and his 
suggestions tor the extirpation of aliases and irregularities and the initiation of reform h, 
should be accorded the most careful consideration of the Government:. 

Generally speaking, his great function is to take care thnt all the revonue-enrning 
and revenue-accounting Departments ol the Government are adequately stuffed, that 
their methods ol working and chocks are sound, and that the whole financial machinery 
of the Republic is working smoothly and efficiently, and that thus the utmost benefit to 
the State w derived from its financial resources, 

December 13 ? 19f)7. 


Inclosturc 3 in No, 23. 

Joint Resolution providing for the Pay and Forma iron of a Frontier Police Force. 

IT is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic of 
Liberia in Legislature assembled :— 

Section 1. The President of Liberia is hereby directed to establish & military police 
force, to be styled “ The Liberian Frontier Force," and is empowered to employ a 
sufficient number of foreign officers to organize and command ^nic, assisted by such 
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Liberian officers as may be tf Uched to the command, not exceeding ten. The foreign 
officers to be employed shall not exceed seven. 

Sec % w The head-quarters of said force ahull be in the city of Monrovia. 

Sec. 8. This force sdiall be employed id garrisoning posts on the frontiers, and lor 

maintaining public order, A ~ .. , „ . 

See. 1 Hu foreign officer shall be stationed permanently on the English or v ranch 
frontier except be be a citizen of a country possessing no Colonies in touch with Liberian 

^ See. 6. The term of enlistment for privates shall not be lew than five years. With 
permission of commanding officers, approved of fo the Presided, re-Cnliatment may be 
permitted for one or more other periods of five years each. 

Sec ft- The pay nf the privates shall not exceed 3 dollars .per month, including 
rations Uniforms, arms, and medical attention shall be turnifltaod by the Liberian 

Government al its own cost. J 

T, The Liberian commissioned officers, of which there shall he one for every 
fifty men. shall receive the pay and allowances when in active service of Captains of the 

3ec. 8. At the completion of service each private with a clean and honourable 
record shall receive a gratuity of o acres of land out of any public lands at such 
places m the President may designate. 

See. 9. The staff of foreign officer* to be employed shall be enlisted tor a term ot 
two years., to be renewed at the option of the Liberian Government.^ 

Btc. 10. The President may formulate such further Regulations as may appear 
requisite not inconsistent with the provisions ot this Joint Resolution. 

See, I L A sum not exceeding 00,000 doilara yearly is hereby sot aside for the pay 
and maintenance of *aid force. 

Any law to the contrary notwithstanding. _ _ 

J (Signed) JAMES J, DQS3EN, Pice*President, 

Republic of Liberia. 

February 0, 1908, 

Attested ; 

(Signed) CL W. Fjlrkbh, 

Secretary of the Senate. Republic of Liberia. 


February (>, 1908, 


(Signed) A NTH ON Y ,f. WOODS, Speaker pro 

tem,. Rouse of Representstiers. 


(Signed) W, H, JoBFflON, 

Chief Clerk, House of Representative* r 
Republic of Liberia. 


Presented to the President for Ida approval to-day, the 6th February, 1908, at 
the hour of J 30 f.M. ,, , it 


(Signed) a. B. mars. 

A. B. STEVENS, 


Approved the Otb February, 1008- t „ 

11 (Signed) ARTHUR BARCLAY, 

President of Liberia, 


Indpsure 1 ia No, £3, 

Fresidefll Barclay to Mr. Lumont. 

Fxecutire Mansion, Monrovui, Liberia, 

„. February 19 1 , 1908, 

’ WITH reference to the Act, «*., 1906, creating Customs officer* ^ Fmaneiul 
Advisors, my Government ha* decided that sa Financial Adviser ol the Republic you 
will discharge the following duties :— 

1 To be called into consultation by the President and Secretary of the Treawy witk 
reject to all matters relating to revenue, expenditure, and pecuniary obligation* ■>* the 
Republic, 











28 

2. To give advice (ft) as to dm proper organization of the method# of collection of 
the various dasacs of revenue#; {&) aa to actumle accounting of the dtsbureemeiU of 
public inoncVH ; (?) a* to the effective management of Joans, their creation and liquidation ; 
(cf) to make auggCutiona with regard to iho adequate faffing of tlie revenue earning mid 
revenue^fiUbursing departmental, to suggest improvements in tlicir system of checks-; (*) 
to call attention to irregular! Lies or abnac# with a view to Lheir removal, and to prepare, 
in accord with the Secretary of the Treasury, the annual Estimate# of receipts and 
expenditures provided for by the Law r e^tahlishing tire Treasury Deportment. 

For these purposes the Financial Adviser will hove access to the necessary 
document# and papers belonging to any of the rev. ntie-uarnteg or disbursing 

deEjartmeutSv , _ _ _ . , , , M 

Upon ft |l tiie subjects above enumerated the Financial Adviser will make report* to 
President, which,’when necessary, will be laid before the Legislature for action. 

I have, Ac* 

(Signed) ARTHUR BARCLAY, 


the 


Iuolosure 5 in No, £3. 

President Barclay to Con#w/ IVatlie. 

(Private.) Executive Mttnritm, Monrovia, Liberia, 

Dear Consul Wallis, February 19* 1908. 

I RETURN (he copy of the Downing Street Memorandum on Treasury reform 
which you were good enough to send me. Mi. Johnson will send you to-day a despatch 
on the subject of the reforms. The Minute in the form of a letter to Lament embraces 
the lines mentioned in the Memorandum. 

I received your note yesterday. I believe the reforms suggested, earned out 
gradually and intelligently, will be of great service to the Republic, and this will in due 
time be recognized by all intelligent citizens, 

Trust you arc well. 

Yours teithfully, 

(Signed) ARTHUR BARCLAY, 


Iuelosnre 6 in No. 23. 


Mr* Johnson to Consul Wallis. 

Republic of Liberia, Department of State, 
Monrovia, February I9 : 1906v 

CONFIRMING my communication of the 13th instant, l have the honour to 
inform you that the Government of Liberia, having duly considered your coinmuniealion 
of the 14th ultimo respecting suggestions from the Government ot His Britannic 
Majesty on the subject of reforms which it is thought by that Government to beef vital 
importance to the Republic, have Accepted those suggestions, and have taken the 
following step# to carry them into effect: — 

Frontier Force .— A Bill was passed by the National Legislature during it* recent 
Session by which the President was directed to establish I he frontier force and empowered 
to employ a tuftkient number of foreign officers, not exceeding seven, to orgEiukt; said 
force. Captain Cndell, a British officer recommended by the BritisSi Government, hits 
been commissioned Commandant and faflpeclor-Geueral ol the force* and will be 
allowed to select the ollicorn who shall sctvo under him, it being understood that the 
office re who are to bo stationed permanently on the English and French frontiers shall 

be subjects of neutral States. . . 

Cfrrtom# anti Finance.^' The President has also heed authorized by the AftlionaJ 
Legislature to employ three additional European Custom* officials. 

" By a joint Resolution, approved the Mb January, 1006, which provided for the 
appointment of two European Customs Inspectors, these officials were also styled 
Financial Advisers to the Government of the Republic* The Government did not 
consider it accessary to have a Law passed on the functions and duties ot l hi* offin-.L 
The powers he is to exeiciae have been embodied in a despatch addressed to him, a copy 
of whidi is herewith sent for your information* 
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itfcS X"si-Vf iu * «* “i 1 * 

’"‘ZmZA enseted forbidding the Attoroey-Generul »A otter ^ 
weeing ret ninety from Europe or cittern, during tern,re of office. ihe,r ^lrme. 

wero^mblj^ent^ ^ ^ hsd already been put before the 

Legislature bj (lie President of When* anterior to lie riwytioti. 

(Signed) F. E. R. JOHNSON, 

iSecnftary of State, 


Luclosure 7 in No* 23. 

Mr. Johnson to Consul fl allix. 

Republic of Liberia, Department of State, 

n Monrovia, January 29, 190B* 

Dear Captain Tallis, , . . .,-i+u v0t | that it would be 

JKS qaesliT of the ^ - 

enjoyed the visit to the Consulate end felt none the worse for it. I am sure that 

the President also enjoyed it. Y cmis very tralT, 

(Signed) F. V. R. JOHNSON’. 

p,8,_I would like very much to see the document mentioned in yours, ^ r f 


Incloflurc 8 in No. 23. 

president Barclay to Consul Wallis. 

Executive Mansion, Moaroeiff, Liberia, 

. 1V January 22, 1908* 

“■.wa- >-virr sss \ t±x a 

S^ftsSS- wiS •£.-*»*• * “» r~*r- 

Wan much pressed. Sincerely, _ „ 

(Signed) ARTHUR 11ARCLAT, 


Inclo^urc 9 in No. 23. 

Preside Barclay to Consul Wallis. 

Executive Mansion, Monrovia, Liberia, 

(Personals) January 11, 1908* 

Dear CohruI Warn, tn lunch <m Monday; unfortunately 1 nave to 

THANKS tor your kind mvi to Iron to lunch ou mu J ^ Mme wi( ji plemrore- 

receive the members of t '? ‘ Xjuimp in til-morrow afternoon betwacn * »'■“■ » ni 
Unless you intimate otherwise shall nop 

B o'clock r.si. for a 1°°^ ® roun al ‘ c la * y er „ faithfully voura, 

(Signed) Alt I'll UR BABOIrAY. 


f15U1J - 










{7906j 


No. 24. 


Const* ( II at fix to Sir Edward Grey ,—(JZrtewd Starch 7 A 

J 1 ’ 1 ' ' - 1 .. 


(No. 26. Africa. Confidential,) 

™* Monrovia I February 20 t 1908. 

M A J OR R, M. CADELL haa been appointed Comtnaiif|anl, and Lispe^torVieneral 
of the Liberian Frontier Force, with the rank of Major, wfiidi foto be raised to ulwut 
500 strong, under seven European officers. The latter are to be 4 so for as ia possible 
fleWted W Major CadcR, subject to my approval, which, of equrse, means the aporovai 
of ITis Majesty's Govern ment. 

I have the honour to forward hen;with copies of two letter received from 
Major Gaddi. In one he reports his appointment, and ip the other he asks to be 
granted the temporary rank of Major in His Majesty's forces while serving in the 
capacity of Commanding Officer of the Liberian force. I respectfully recommend this 
officer b suggestion, and am of the opinion that his holding that rank in tbs Mafo^vV 
forces will give him a better status in this country in the eyes of the Liberian 
Government 

1 have, 4c. 

(Signed) BKAITHWAITE WALLIS. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 24, 

Major Cadrll to Consul Wallis. 

Headquarters, Liberian Frontier Force, Monrovia, 

™ r * February 8, 1@08. 

MT it was deemed advisable to withhold from publication in the 

London G&aette Lite foot of my having been seconded for service under the Liberian 
Government untd the I legislature had canfnnd my appointment. 

Tbfo lias now been done, and I was this day commissioned by the President of the 
ttepubhc fie Commandant and Inspector-General of the Liberian Frontier Force with 
the rank of Major, sw from the 1st January, HJflg, and I have the honour te mu«t 
that you will be kmd enough to cause the hot to be notified u> the competent authority 
in order that the appointment may appear in die “ Gazette " in due conrae 

I would be very grateful for your endeavouring to obtain for me the temporary 
rank of Major in Hib Majesty a forces whilst employed under the Liberian Government— 
the two announcementa to appear in the same " Gazette/* T attach copy of previous 
correspondence on the subject. * J F - 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) ». MACKAY CADELL. Mnjor, 

Commanding LiVerim Frontier Force, 


In closure 2 in No. 24. 

Diiectoi of Personal Services to General Officer Common ding-m*chief, Eastern Uonuuutid. 

Siff r ait a -a i: * ■ x . . . November 28, 1907. 

n i t ) 1 h 6 !? ( ba'nform you that sanotion liaa been given lor the employment of 
Captain U M. Cadeb, 4th Battalion List Surrey Regiment, as Commandant of the 
proposed police force m Liberia, and I am to request that the necessary orders rnav be 
issued for him to place himself in communication with the Foreign Office for further 
instruction. 

He will be seconded from the date of hia embarkation (ttm. this country to take 
up bia duties, which should be reported by you to tins Office, and he will net be 
entitled te any pay or gratuity from army funds in respect of this service 

1 am, 4c. 

(For Major-General), 

(Signed) Emv, GRAHAM, Colonel. 
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Brigadiet^General Commanding, 

No. 10 District, Hounslow. 

For your information ami necessary action* please, with reference to your .Minute 
of the 27tli instant. 

Report of embarkation will be awaited, in due course, after the officer hae 
embarked. 

(For A.M.S., Eastern Commmand), 

(Signed) J. B. ARBUTHNOT, Captain. 

Horse Guarda, Whitehall, 

November 29, 1907. 


Officer Commanding, 4th Battalion . 

East Surrey Regiment, 

For information and necessary action, please. 

To be returned. 

(Signed) P VOXlER^STUART, Captain, 

AjStuff Captain, No. 10 District 

Hounsloip, November 30, 1907. 

Inclosure 3 in No, 24. 

Major Cade It to Consul Waltis . 

11end-quarterLiberian Frontier Force, Monrovia,^ 
Si Tt f^frrutfry lb, 1908. 

T HAVE the honour to inform you that on the Stb instant 1 wns coincifoaiuned by 
the President as Commandant and Inapectoi-Genera) of the Lilierian Frontier Force an 
from the 1st January, 1008, in the rank of Major, 

The rates of pay. allowances, 4c., submitted by me in my estimate for she present 
constitution, Ac,, of the force have l^n sanctioned by the Government, ami I presume, 
arranged, you will submit to the President the terms of the Agreement under which 
l am to serve the Liberian Government. 

; will submit in due course for your coiuiter-ssignature a statement of my claims 
against the Liberian < Werinnenl for pay (at half s'ate), cipenuca, Ac., as from the 
1st 0cipher to the Slot December, 1907, sotting off and accounting for the sum d 1001, 
received from Mr. Hayinon whilst 1 was in London on behalf of the Liberian 
Government. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed R. MACK AY CADELL, Major, 

Commaitclknq Liberian Frontier Force* 


[7907] S& - 

Consul Waltis to Sir Edward Grey* —(tfcfriwd March 7,) 

(No. 37. Africa. Confidential.) , ^ 

gjj r Monrociftf Pcbruary 20, 1008. 

’ WITH referenct to the formation .if a force in this country under European 
officers, I have the honour to request that application be made to the M ur Office for the 
services of the undermentioned officer, who is to be appointed Adjutant and Quartermaster 
of ibe Liberian Frontier Force now in prpfcesH of formntUjil, via.. Lieutenant t ■ H. 
Dinner], 2nd Battalion the King’s (Liverpool) Regiment at Woking. , 

I interviewed Lieutenant Diuuuii when in England, and understood from him that 
his Commanding Officer was prepared to entertain this application favourably when 
submitted. He should be seconded for service with the Liberian frontier I'orce. 

The services of Mr. James Davidson Blyth, hile Lieutenant the Highland Light 
Infantry, are also required. This officer has I wen selected for the appointment of 
Instructor of Mu&kotry to the Liberian Frontier Force. As he bae t however, now left 
the British army there is no need for application to ihc Army Council- iLr. Biylh cau 
he applied for direct by the Foreign Office, His address is: G, Row Terrace, 
Edinburgh, N.B. 
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IS 

Both tbeee officers should lie directed to place thcmaelvOH in coiuiiiunicatiom with. 
Mr. Hayman, the Liberian Cqpsul-Oenera.1 in Lmdon, who is authorised to pay them 
their passage expense* and uutfU allowance, They should be requested to leave for 
Monrovia by the first opportunity. Upon their arrival here they Will be commissfonede 
They have been informed that their appointment givea them no claim upon His 
Majesty's Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Ell AITHWAITE W A LLIS, 


17909] No. £6. 

Coruid FVirlfur to Sir Edward Grey.-—Hiredted March 7.) 

(No. 39* Africa. Confidential.) 

gj r Afonrorm + February 22, T. 

i DISCUSSED at the Ftrreign Office Inst year t|tiesiiotig relating to the appoint- 
ment of officers to the Liber an Frontier Force, and it was considered advisable for 
various reasons that one of the necessary qualifications for British subjects, nom mated 
to this Corps for appointment as officers, should he that they must belong to one branch 
nr other of His Majesty's forces, that is, to either the regular army, militia, yeomanry, 
or reserve of officers. 

] consider this to lie an important matter, jh (he fact that they arc not only British 
subjects, but British officers as n-eif, will be of the greatest assistance to them, as be." 
already lieen the case will) Mr. LsuiotiIj whu is » British colon ini official, 

I have, therefore, the honour to suggest Lhal tio application lor nomination to this 
force be entertained by His Majesty’* Government unless the applicant hold* His 
Majesty's commission m some British corp^ ] or unless, when adccled, he takes the 
necessary steps to be so commissioned. 

It mflj perhaps be remarked, with reference to the above, that AIL Rlyth, late the 
Highland Light Infantry, who is to be appointed Instructor of Musketry to the force, 
bus left the service. However, this gentleman is about to join the reserve oi officers, 
mid. his doing so is conditional as to hie retaining hie appointment in thi* country. 

The IJhcri&Ei Frontier Force must necessarily be n peculiar one, and its duties will 
he varied and trying. It will not on); be a military force in the strict sense of the word, 
but it will have to understand and know how to carry out police duties and assist in 
Revenue work as well It will be based so mew hut on the principle of that fine corps, 
the Royal Irish Constabulary, with special reference to local conditions. 

The officers of this force must, therefore, be mosr carefully chosen. Hiey will 
have to possess tact, patience, strength of character, as well m being ol strong Con- 
at it at ion. 

All the qualifications and tvaluing of the ordinary regimental officer are not 
essential factors for officers of this force, parily because, of the train of thought which 
such education tends lo engender, nnd |>atlly because Lhe tenets of the British barrack 
square might not, in their entirety* be acceptable to the ideas ol the A tueri co-Libcriaus 
in this country, 

I have, Ac, 

(Signed) 11RAITH WAITE WALLIS. 


[6531] No, 21 . 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 7, 1903, 

WITH reference to my letter of the 3rd instant, ! ain directed by Secretary Sir L. 
Grey lo transmit lo you here with, to be hml before the Secretaip of State for the 
Colonies, copies of correspondenco, aft marked in the margin, with His Majesty a 
Consul at Monrovia.® 

The sudden change iu the state of affaire hi the Republic* announced in 
Capunii Wallis' telegram No. 3 of the S4th ultimo, of which a copy waa inclosed iu 
itiv letter above referred to, has, aa you will perceive, rendered it necessary to 

* Nwh 7, 0,11, U, iEidilf. 
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supplement, or rather to suspend, the instructions conveyed to that officer in thn 
despatch No. 10of the 30th February from this Department. At iho same time, there 
would seem to be no harm in making ready beforehand for any change lor the wors« 
which might take place iu the condition of the Republic, and 1 am accordingly to 
suggest that ii would sLill be useful to oami to some definite conclusion ns lo which 
particular mtareels in Lil wrist should be safeguarded m the event of tlie prognoeti- 
cations expressed by Captain Wallis in hie despatches being all verified 

I am accordingly tej say that Sir E. Grey would Iu; glad to be furnished with 
Lord Elgin’s views* bn this point, as aUc in regard to the nature ami extent of any 
claims which might properly be pressed against the Liberian Government, cither by way 
of compensation for the expense to which the Sierra Leone Administration has been put 

in policing the Angledberian Government frontier or otherwise. 

r I am. &£. 

* (Signed) W. LANGLpY* 


[7541] So - 2B - 

Sir Edward Grey to Pretid^ii Barclay, 

Your Excellency, Marti n, I&08 

J HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency e letter ot toe 
7th ultimo, and to slate that Hk Majesty's Government arc prepared, subject to too 
conditions therein set forth, to continue the asaistance given to the Liberian 1 .overament 
iu the control of their Customs Service, and have the honour to add that if for any 
causn the officials for the lime being in the employment of Hie ( uetonia shall leave that 
service, His Majesty’s Government will in the same manner take the necessary steps to 
fill up the vacancies bo lone as any moneys remain outstanding on the Customs loan 
of 1907. which ima been substituted for the advance of 100,0001., referred to m your 

Excellency's letter of the 5th January, 190b. . 

You t Excellency will, of course, understand that Hia Majesty s LovenuntuL mu&t 
not be regarded as having at present undertaken anv obligabbu to extend this 
arrangement in connection with any Further loans which the Republic of Liberia unghi 

contract aud bring lo the oogniHiiice of His Majesty's Government, 

\ n:ivr\ Ac. 

(Signed) E GREY. 


[7541] No, 39. 

Foreign Office to Mr Huy m m i. 

Jn^rrr^Ti* O^ioe, Afar ck 11, 1908* 

' T AM directed by Secretary Sir E* Grey to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 
vour letter of the 3rd instant forwarding a letter addressed to His Majesty s ^cre ary 
of State for Foreign Affairs by the Preddent of Liberia* elated the - tJi ultimo, respecting 
the assistance to be rendered by Ilia Majesty's Government to the Government oE 
Liberia in the further organization and development of the Liberian < nstoms eer\ ice, 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W, LANirLD. 


[7541J ■ No - m - 

Fortin Office to Me**rs> Er longer* 

Gentlemen p,r« S » U^ee,-Were* 11, L003. 

1 AM' instructed hy Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit lo you herewith copies ot 
the correapontJenoe eitcnaiigetl between Hie Majesty 1 * Government and_U.e 
of the Republic of Liberia in regard to the Custom* Loan of 199 l winch haa been 

aubstiUit&d for the advance of 100.UO0L made by you m 190b. 

1 ana, &u. 

(Signed) . LANGbbl. 


[L91] 


S(W. -M HiiiJ S(£. 


K 
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[7900] 


No. 31. 

t o reign Ojfivt to War Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 12* 190S. 

WITH reference to your loiter of the 5th instant, 1 uin directed by Secretly Sir R 
< iray to transTiiii to you herewith, to bo laid before the Army Council, a copy of a 
despatch from His Majesty's Consul at Monrovia,^ from which you will observe that 
Captain R. M. Cadoll h-ns been appointed Commandant imd Wpeotor-General of the 
Liberian Frontier Force. 

With regard to Captain Cuddl's request, reported in Captain WaJU* despatch, to 
he granted (lie temporary rank of Major while serving under the Liberian i fovern- 
meni, 1 am to state that Sir E. Grey con curs in Captain WuKia 1 opinion that 
such promotion would increase that officer's prestige in the eyes of ihe Iiburiun 
Government, lie would he glad, therefore, if Captain CadelTs wishes in the matter 
could lie met, as also those he has express^ I in regard to the dmullaneouK appearance 
in the “ Gazette " of the notice of his having been seconded for service under the 
Liberian Government and of that of his having been granted temporary rank Major, 

I am, <&C* 

(Signed) \V. LANGLEY. 


[79071 


No. 32. 

Foreign Office to llVr Office. 


Foreign Office, March ] 2, (!M)B. 

V\ IT IT reference to my letter nt the 9th instant respecting the reorganisation of 


the Liberian Frontier Force, I am directed hy Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you 
herewith, to he laid beforu the Army Council, a copy of a despatch from 11 is Majesty's 
Consul at Monrovia respecting the appointment of officers to that force,f 

I am to request, that, should the Council see no objection, Lieutenant (J. H, 
Linnet) may be seconded for service with the Frontier Fdrce, as suggested by Captain 
Wallis, and that he may he instructed to plate himself in communication with the 
Liberian Consul-General in regard to his passage expense* and outfit allowance. 
Lieutenant Dinncu should leave for Liberia as soon as he conveniently can. 

Ag the matter is urgent, Sir E. Grey would ho much obliged if ho could ictvivr a 
roply at as early a date as possible. 

1 am, Ac* 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[7907] 


No. Eiii 

Foreign Office to Mr. J D. ittyth. 


^ir, foreign Office, March 12, I 908. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to inform you that he haa received a 
despatch from His Majesty^ Consul at Monrovia, from which ii appears that you have 
been selected by tlie Liberian Government for the appointment of Instructor of 
Musketry to the Liberian Frontier Force. 

Should you he preparer! to accept, this appointment., I am t.i> request that you will 
placf- yourself in communication with Mr. Hay man 3 the Liberian (Consul General in 
IjDudou, who is authorized to nav von vour pecTMoiarts, nml nutfii aRmr*m.*,. 


Loudon, who is authorized to pay yon your passage expenses and outfit allowance, 

1 am to add that Captain WaDis states in his despatch that it \a desirable that you 
flliould leave for Monrovia at the earliest, convenient opportunity. 

I am* (fee, 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY, 


f No. 25. 


War .Office to Foreign OJice.—[B£eeited March 19.) 

. ffar Ojffi ce t March IS, LOOS. 

R ' r ‘ , AM eoinmandia by tbe Army Council lo acknowledge the receipt of y,)iw leltcr 

& % * Peeked in the — ** '£#* * 

(Signed) ’ R. H. BKADE. 


[97361 


So, S3. 


Consul Il'iiKii lo Sir Edward Grtij.—(Beetwed March 21.) 
Africa. Confidential.) 


(Ac. SB, Africa. l onltrteutiai.j Moarerftt, March 2, 1206. 

*’ r ’ tui 7 n.,„nu | n this country are such a scandal, and the incompetent? and 
' ' ", . , r ^ w ..Elective alternative, except to strongly urge, lii 

“!™ f g i ritSr ^ here “an reccire justice, that Mis MeWe (iovemmetH 

innocent people, end bring,th«B > P '• T| 10 fines inflict,-d In- th.ee 

SBft’SfiStMR Bfishjk**" "" 

poiiccii.au wbo b» rouae'l tin* nr y^ ^e nundw Si white British residents it, 
U must be ™fr 0 uabbrBr;t4 population throughout the 

lhe 'Hereant Iren, the ti.niui cum,try, bdOugfofit » «** ft**. tm been unjeell? 

» >-» reeved front that officer tat the 

Zdfbe ».nS.~XunLhic!Greatly fully »™pied, would be wholly taken «P 
in dfialing with thvm , ti . ,1 u diflicnllv ?an Ik? obtained, under the 

su»ee - ■■ 

^“SectWly venture to hope that this queation will receive the serious conaidore- 
tion oE ilia Majesty’s Government. ^ 

(Signed) ltR.vITHWAITE WALLIS. 


lunloaure in No 35. 

Major VaAtU to Carnot Wailis. 

fil .. r, iM-guarier*' Liberian Frontier Force, Monrovia, 

(ConfidentiaL) February 29, 1110S. 

Z :;«rr. 

ft tbsa looking intOs T^tui } H iv uul British subject—*was in Mm 

On tha Gth instant i»y steward—a Ltmmi \x>y anu ,1 

















market at Monrovia for the purpose of purchasing victuals, Ac., on my behalf. when he 
was arrested by the municipal " police " an n supposed charge of lighting in ihe uf reels, 
and token before a local -LP.A fined -1 dolling, or, (o be precise, 3 del, 50. c., and costs 
I dol. 45 <\ t with the option, so far as I can gather, of fourteen days' imprisonment, 
and "hold” until the money vraa forthcoming, Hearing of this ! sent the money for 
the boy's fine, and proceeded, when able to go into Monrovia, to investigate the feels 
Of the case. 1 should add that, in sending the money for the hoy’s line by my orderly, 
I wrote to the investigating J.P* for n copy of the charge nod a receipt for the fine, and 
ft return of 5 cents senl in excess of I he actual Hue ami Coats. I received absolutely 
no recognition in any shape or form of my requests. 

After a very careful investigation of all ihe fact." of the case, I find tjjat they are 
as follows :— 

My boy—a peace-loving soul— was in the local market, when a Liberian youth— 
the lion of a fairly prominent liberian, insulted him l>y calling hint names and making 
remarks about a basin which the lad had dropped, and which ht) insisted my steward 
had broken. In the twinkling of an eye a constable arrested my boy, and arraigned 
him on the charge staled above. At this travesty of a 'Magistrate's Court 11 the 
constable alone gave evidence against toy steward, and, as the actual prosecutor—the 
lad—was available, and the constable did not sq© any fighting or basin broken, Ids 
evidence could not have been otherwise than imaginary and of no value. My steward 
had a voluntary evidence on his behalf, who pointed out to the Magistrate I hat, he hud 
nothing to do with the breaking of the basin and did not light * hie evidence was 
disregarded „ and my hoy allowed no hearing. I may say that the evidence on behalf 
of my I toy was a Liberian man. 

Now, although it was evident that the constable lied in giving his evidence, that 
my hoy had nothing to do with the breaking of the haem, that he dirt not iligbi, but, on 
the contrary, had his coat lorn by the lad, whom, oven then, lie did not strike or harm, 
though he bad a voluntary evidence on his behalf, anti a Liberian :u ihat, yet he wag 
convicted and fined; anti write or apply Eifl often as I will, T cannot get a receipt 
for the money, a copy of the record of the cokc, or a return of the small change due 
to mo. 

Now, to pursue the case .further, \ find that die hid was the son of a Liberian 
from whom ihe constable and, I may add, the Magistrate, have every reason, under the 
fearfully corrupt state of affairs existing, to expect a return iu some shape or form, be 
it preferment, additional pay, "relief grant, 1 «c. The Magistrate i* a local assistant 
in a store, and a most unscrupulous, ill iterate, insolent man. 

1 have it on fair authority that the constable received 25 per cent.of the total fine, 
and the Magistrate, after paying fora new basin for the lad, kite retained the balance. 

Of course, I do not suggest for a moment that yon should burden yourself with 
the trouble of following up tins case, for. indeed, my boy says, “ Lcf 'em, Massa ; if you 
make palaver, policeman will always catch me, for me be British subject. 11 

1 may add that this is hut one ol the many cases that are uot brought to your 
notice out of respect lb yourself, for all recognize here die extraordinary amount of 
work you have? to do, and fed that such eases are but drops in the ocean of worry and 
work which surround you. 

T have, Ac. 

(Signed) R. JUCKAY-CADELL, Major, 
Ctommumtant tmd Inupecior-Oeneral Ltberian frontier force. 



The J iberian Government, however, do not take into moderation tlm feet that 
for vwir- L’-iat ohflos has reigned in this ivn story, much to the disadvantage of the tmtkr 
^V ( ,. v . r i. n .. v|lt r gi orra Lecme, and thai tine chaos is entirely due to the want of 

Movcrument hi U\tJk ^ ^ ] coulTo1 ^ ° f lh ° ^ 

of ihe Kanre Lahun ^ 

I 11 ZJ], X flfe Majesty’s Government for ihe present and dial d be used m an 
additional ]J ver ( 0 induce this HovenimCnt lo accept further refamifl in odier depar - 
taS« ™ it “ill be . powerful lever, and I bob™ the Uheru- 
Wddo a til..! deal in order u, get the matter settled as they wish. 

i, I a . i nraNW sjueinjr Sir. Ihrobyn, the Governor of Sterna leo», and 
diBCi^Tw^ him ttwpnwiUlily of keeping the situation on the frontier it. *M» 

'"^I'anding'eetdemeQf'tite Liberian Government uniat he rertuested to k«P 
front the nefghhottrhood of the boundary, and 1 understand that there are In be no 

meet wife approval. If it is. I ta M I -ay be 
■n informed by cablegram- By cabling ifiwor3e 38approved. 1 -hall mideratsn 

thzrtthe Kanre Lo&m question is to remain at present m temporary abeyance. 

I nave, «e* 

(Signed) BRAITRWAITE WALLIS. 


[9736: 


No. ,17. 


Cob mil FTa/fo la ■'fir Ettviurtl Git}/.—(Received March 21.) 


gjb.40. Africa.) Afemorw, March 6, 1908- 

Sir ' WITH reference to Chapter 17, paragraph 5, of tW "Genera! Inst ructions,''I 
have rii/linnour to stale that 1 am arable to furnish an annual Report 11 , 10.1 the r.u , 

**-• Mv lirekuce returning to tilt* country last December liae been very fully Occupied 
over quertiouB connocted «&«£-»whiZS 

Was rborvaver^S herewith some etetietice .bowing the increase of revenue since 

tlte customs reform mmJuenced in UR* , , } j, , 100S, the 

It will be obeervod that from the 1st Aprite 1 * 1 VJO "* iurrease 

total cue touts revenue amounted to, approximately, 3bO,<X» dollar,. 

on til© pfswiiB 3 i - l ^ ^ 1 1 .i.| t jdl in hoavilv discoiiiitetl Govsiumfliit 

ThV chides of 1.905-0 were largely collected in n> uik.uuiu 

fcsraS 

in ”&&* f *r°r Sis ^ *£$$$££& 

'inhm iilwdoi w acTiK ** 60& '***#* '" 

thesi' two years were collected ah m gold arr0llC > & 

(Signed) BRAITI1WAITE WALLIS. 


[10913] No ’ 381 

$iT fdtrard Grey tr Mr a H ryie. 

(Xo. 8. Africa.) foreign C North. 2fi, 1903. 

® f ’ THB United States' Ch.^ ft 

the United States' RuprOMutatur 111 “ „„ ,^eh»age of territory. 

Great Britain would ^A l,l X" a 'bo very unfavourable to Liberia, as 

mi the Sierra Leone boundary, which wouki w ^ ry L 
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the territory we should take waa populous, and that which we should cede was 

deserted. 

He left with me the accompanying Memorandum lie had received from 
Mr Root, and said that the United States’ Government felt u paternal intoreit in 
Liberia. 

I said that wo were not forcing an exchange of territory upon Liberia. But 
the fact was that Liberia could not keep her own house in order, arul therefore 
we had to undertake policing duties, some of which were carried out in Liberian 
territoiy with the consent of the Liberian Government, in order to maintain order 
on the Sierra Loom; frontier. We had certain pecuniary claims against Liberia, but 
we were not pressing these just now, bt^musc we 1 iopcd that by the emphiyimmt of 
Europeans in the Customs, Treasury, and police Liberia would be able to improve 
her administration. It was the case, however, that, though we had no designs upon 
the independence or integrity of Liberia, independence and integrity could not be 
preserved except by a Government which was able to keep orders and unless rite 
Liberian Government did reform itself t some one would have to take the country 
in hand. 

We did not intend to do this; and I bad carefully made it clear that we would 
not undertake responsibility with regard to Liberia But we should he delighted if 
the paternal interest of the United States would take this form. 

Mr. Carter told me that it was felt that the territorial arrangement negotiated 
with France had been one which hat! been forced upon Liberia, The Liberian 
Government had given the Unihd States to understand that this wa* so, and had 
Inquired whether the United States would be prepared to intervene. Hut though the 
United States had an interest in Liberia, as a State which was founded by those 
who rime from America* they had not been prepared to undertake direct Enter- 
vention lietween Liberia and France. 

I ain* dec. 

(Signed) E. GREY, 


Inc Insure in No. ori, 

Afenoratid'uTJi. 

A REPORT hsis reached Mr. Root that, owing to certain demands made by 
Ilk Majesty's Government, involving the loss of territory in the Kara-la-Hoiitie 
district in that country, the affairs of Liberia are approaching a erkiK. 

M hile the Secretary of State assumes that the apprehensions id further loss 
of productive Liberian territory arc unfounded in fact, lie at the retine time wishes, 
while renewing an expression of the keen interest the Government feel in the 
welfare and integrity of the Liberian Republic, not only because it was founded by 
Americans and built up u« .American principles, hut beeaiiHt ul rise very possible 
racial contingencies, of the future-, to have assumtjccs in that regard. 

J’bese would hardly seem necessary, En view ol Mr. Reid's various conversations 
at tlie Foreign Office during the past three years, and especially the one with Sir 
Charles 3 Lard'Enge in September last, in which Sir Charles was good eunuch to say, 
in response to Mr Heid's representations, that Hilt Majestyk Government hod no 
wkh to deprive Liberia of any of its territory, and that Mr. Reid might be sun.'of 
being, informed of any step c ontemplated by ilk Majesty's Government affecting 
materially the interests of Liberia, 

American Kmbaaet/ ( London, 

March 26, 1908, 


(10478j Mo, 39. 

CoLnitfi Office fa Foreign Office.—{Received March 27.) 

_ Downing Streep March 26, 1908. 

I Ail directed by the Karl of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 7Lh instant, transmitting a copy of correspondence with Hi* Majestyk t-oiisiil at 
Monrovia relating to the adoption of the reforms suggested during !'resident Barclay’a 


28 


visit to this country, and inviting hie lordship s views us to the- mtereeto m Liber * 
which should lw safeguarded, and rmy elmwhich might be pressedI in the ^ e _&l of 
tlie unfavourable anridpations expressed in Captain Pallia earlier despatches bei g 

' Ln g Anart from the matters which more nearly concern tho Imperial Govermnont. 
die chief interest of the Colony of Sierra Leone, in Ixwd Elgin a opinion, is to obviate 
the recurrence of the 'rouble in die Kisu country. Hie surest means to tine 

end will be to procure the suggested modification of the frontier in the ueighbotuhood 
of Kanre Lahun, and it desirable, therefore, that the proposals already made to the 
Liberian Government m the matter should he prmd imcomproimatog^ 

3 In the List resort, if other methods of persuasion should fail. His \U}fri} - 
Government might declare its intention to prefer against Hie Government of the 
Republic a villi d for the cost of repelling tho raids from 

Lwue territory, and of subsequently mfUnlaiprog order m the let. Ac^rdinfi to 
statement* furnished by the Uovenior of Sierra Leone, Ihe sums expendotl on thi 
account since the beginning of 1905 have been : £ 

1 . .. 4 i ,» ■« 

tm - - tf *■ ■■ L ' iS 

l£ri >7 (.firai inne moutlis) < * " ” T 

Total -- -■■ ■* 

T am, &o, 

(Signed) It. L. ANTRODCS. 


[108551 


No, 40. 


Memorandum communicated 'jy M, Cambon r March J7, UHI8. 

L'AMBASSADEUR de Franc- remarck le Secretaire d'Etai pour b- Alhnn-ji 
LA.VUA,. vi ire ii . il . l „ 1 - r lllir . note du 5 t'fluraut, dca nam#™*' 1 '* 


Lm dr»,ain,i q«.k M-Uoi «1 ? la/Ma Winn 
KSSS^SS? U* fwm*X ctnut limitrophe* ,lu Liberia et le 

oum dell^argne Fran^iEW devaiu etre soUiciUb le Gouvernemeut 1 e la Kepublique 

ne'^iirait so das pro*is b«ieie» e a UtahlH L m- km -j- 

r \„. * ... ail ; ,, jit recGinmeisi an Glmrgc d MUuv* dc Liberia .1 t.iiia* mmuci on 

a fait observer que le Gouvemcmtm hraftgats no P^unait facilitor hi part-icipauop jLs 
£; SL i I'empruul pmjetf <l»» eoarbre d, plue-s Ha,. 

FriiTir^is pTi MR ilc ircorfjutii^ntt mjh df?3 forces dii? polio© IAva ric tiiic#. . - 

( l haret' d AJTaires ck Liberia nk fait aucutie difficult pour reConnaitre lea 
engagemfflok& aar co dernier point par eon Gouvernommit, et il a promis do ks 
rappeli?r au Cabinet dc Monrovia, auquel il Uansmettra les communication qm lui on. 

C to f Ell to p an gu.i* 1 1 J 5 l j% r ! ,-1 13 , v rjc ' I ts port or lee i nil ic it 1 > h i > l pa p rOCMent a la 

__dltot pour lee Alfai.-- ct d, Ymvrtr que fo 

Gouveruemcat do la H«p«Mw|« «#», «“ -^SEtST’ “ " # “ P * W 

.’Ornmunmite do ruos aveo le Gwivarncmom do Sa Majeskr le Hoi. 

Albert BtUe Hqum, Lotidre*< 
le 27 Mant, 1@08. 


[loeoo] 


No. 41. 


Consul I Ydli* to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received March 30.) 


(No. 41. Africa. Confidential.) Afernwro* March 10. 1903. 

\1 U I 4MOXT tho Friiudpal InsiHictor of Liistome and Financial Advise[ in 

I.ilJ "i« p™,!,« l.iMu^uriii b>- lb. I.to... Wf-W* 
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Mr. Umom ip taking homo with him a letter to Mr. Hayman, (lie Liberian Congul- 
General id London, authorising the former 10 purchase a small yacht and make 
arrangements aw to the payment of the initial expenses connected with— 

f fl >) The sending out of three more British Customs officers, 

(b.) The preliminary expenses connected with the Frontier Force, and the 
dispatch of the two Staff Officers referred to in my Confidential despatch No. 27 of 
the 20th proximo, 

(c.i The payment of fin instalment to His Majesty s Goyemmsnt for the expenses 
connected with the Aiiglo-Liburixui boundary demarcation. 

The practical carrying out of the now reforms without delay depends whether n 
large portion of the balance of the UHJfj Euan is avariable for the expenses connected 
therewith. 

\\ itb regard to 1 he utilisation of tbia money, I have the honour to refer you to my 
Confidential despatch Ko. 2i of the 15tit of Inst month. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) miAITHWAlTE W'ALUS. 


[10901] 


No. 42. 


Coftoul II alia to Sir Edward Grey ,-—Afarck 30.) 


{No, 42. OonfideatiaL) 

5,r< ^ Monrovia, March 11, 1908. 

KhiFhfUilM. tv Mr, Langley a despatch of the 22nd October, 1907. respecting a 
proposed Arrangement with Lhe Liberian Government in regard to the navigat&m of the 
Mnrmh Elver, the matter has had to he temporarily laid to one side during the aetth/ 
uiL'nt ot questions relating to reform in Liberia, 

t now have the honour to forward copy of a Minute addressed to this Office by 
Mr. Lament, Chief Inspector of Customs, upon the subject, to whom the matter was 
referred. 

ft is hoped that this controversy will again he referred to the Colonial Office for 
ttamnusaicm to Sierra Leone without delay, and that the Government of that Colony 
wdJ be able to agree to the points enumerated in Inspector Lament's Minute. 

In that event, thid loDg-outstanding ijiiestiou will be brought to a mutualLv 
satisfactory settlement. J 

1 liaye, &c. 

(Signed) BBALTIIU'AITE WALLIS. 


lncloaure in No* 42. 
fry Afr, LdntOtth 

TIU-: Momeraadun, respiting navigation or Manoli Eircr, d«t*d the 
2 tin September, 1907, duly noted. 

J respectSiilJy draw attention to two stipulations therein which might be 

modified without danger to Siena Leone revenues, and with advantage to Liberian 
intervals. 

t he system proposed in paragraph 2 of the Memorandum is perfectly acceptable to 
Liberia, it ml the only point i-. Kich in not quite clear is the reference to the Transit Bond 
in Ha concluding lines (paragraph 2). 

I presume that the Sierra Leone authorities do not require a Transit Bond entered 
into by every boat entering the Msnoh River proceeding to Liberian ports. This would 
be impracticable, a> every boat would then require to carry supercargoes in the shape 
ot sureties, M hat \ suggest is that a General Transit Bond be entered into by myself 
on behalf of the Government ot Liberia with the Collector of Customs, Sierra Leone 
mtiding myself, on behalf of E he Government of Liberia* to indemnify any losses Sierra 
Lcont: revenue might an sin in by aimigglitig of goods duly reported to the Custom* at 
Manoh hnhju &s bemg tn Eifnrit for liber lull river porta, Thia bond would safeguard 
Sierra Leone, & 

On mj.parl 1 wish if lu be clearfy understood by the Sierra Leone authorities that I 
Khali only give the privilege of shipping good* into the iMunoh to ffittis of undoubted 
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standing, and whom I shall oblige to enter fully into bond with myself with proper 
sureties that ell packages they with to forward to Liberian river ports shall be duly 
landed at such destination, and proper receipts submitted therefor to the Customs, 
Alan eh Salijm 

The second point relates to charging Liberian cargo with the difference between 
the duties of Sierra Leone and Liberia whenever the duties of I.Iberia arc lower ihan 
those of Sierra Leone, If this suggestion is alio combined with the imposition of a 
Transit Bond, a common principle of Customs Law is infringed. Bonds are not imposed 
where duties arc also paid, and it is imposing a hardship which seems somewhat unfair 
when it is considered that the full duties are fully secured to the Sierra Leone Customs 
authorities by the Transit Bond. To demand duties and bond borii is a procedure 
unknown to me in my experience "f customs work. If any goods are not fully accounted 
for, whether the duties un them in Sierra Leone arc higher or lower thnn the Liberian 
duties, the full Sierra Leone duties will he recoverable on those good* under the General 
Transit Bond which should he* [ respectfully submit, entered into between the Collector 
of Customs, Sierra Leo tie, ami myself, 

1 am in full accord with all the*other points dealt with in the Memorandum. 

(Signed) W. J. LA,MG NT, 

Chief Inspector of Cu&tmiui, Libtriu, 

Office of Chief Inspector of Ctt$tQ/ ns, Afonroritf, 

March 11, 1908. 


[10903] 


No. 43. 

Consul PFai/itf to Sir Edward Grey .— {Rccciced March 30.) 


(No. 44 , Africa. Most Confidential.) 

gj Ft Monrovia^ March 1% 1908 , 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a letter received from Mr. Lam out. the 
Financial Adviser in Liberia. 

The questions raised by Air. lament (marked in blue pored*) upon the subject of 
reform in Liberia at lhe hand*; of British officers have Sjeen prominent in my thoughts 
for some little time past, and I meat confer that they have caused me some anxiety and 

apprehension. t . 

The real Facts aa to the actual position and stains of the Atncrico-Liberians in 
ihisi country, their fi Government," Jind their relations (so far as they have any) with the 
largo aboriginal population arc not, 1 believe, properly realized or understood at 
Lo wiling St red, because it is difficult to picture or grasp the extraordinary state of 
affairs existing here. 

His, however, well known To liis Majesty 1 * Government that there ia literally no 
government at the hands of the Liberians in riie count l'Vj and therefore no adminis¬ 
tration. That Liberia lias been recognized for *o long is probably partly due to the Fact 
that the country has been bidden away since her inception in a little frequented and much 
abused region of (Topical Africa, mid ihut the great indigenous wealth which a large 
portion of West Africa possesses has only in recent year- been appreciated by the 

PowG^Si 

We are non attempting by means of reform to prop up and keep going the decayed, 
corrupt and rapidly decreasing remuauts of what arc left of the A me rum- Li her in ns. with 
a view, l suppose, of keeping oilier Powers out of the country. The adult male 
population of these people tfe not exceed, at a liberal estimate, 3*000. Mr, Lament, who 
bfLs had fair opportunities of judging their numbers, estimates them at only 
Ttiey occupy* at scattered intervals, portions only of rise littoral. They posses* no ndc 
and none of the hinterland, for the territories comprising it art populated by vigorous* 
powerful, wild hostile aborigines, who naturally claim the soil us their own and of which 
they have undoubted possession. 

J \y e uju now endeavour'iig f by tlie help of British officials, to bolster up ilieie 
decaying Liberians and convert theis tutile attempts at self-government into a sUhie 
and effective Administration. We arc, in fact, attempting to keep afloat rim sinking 
ship, whose plankri and beam? arc rot ten and decayed. It follows* also, that wei must be 
to attempt to make this vigorous ami hostile aboriginal population 41 sit down " (to 
use an African expression) under these Afneriam Liberians. It would seem, therefore, 
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that we are, to a decree, showing the tribes of the interior in the most unmistakable 
maimer that we condone their wickedness, embezzlement, fraud and corruption, and the 
other iniquities which these unfortunate people poseesa in & marked degree, 

I desire, however, to impea most strongly upon ills Majesty’s Government that no 
Amount of holuferiiig op of this eo-calfed Government by Great Britain— or, fur that 
matter, by any other Power—in the way of reform will go to the rout of the matter, and 
be really effective and a hefp to the country, no lung ns these Liberians are permitted to 
have any kind of administrative or ft nunc inf control u h Merer. and are allowed to continue 
their hopeless attempts nt the functions of government. That this is an incontestable 
and positive tact la recognized and indorsed by all competent ami observing persona who 
Inivo been to this country and know anything about Liberia and the condition of affairs 
here ; find who will, moreover, bo (lGtient enough to give an unprejudiced and unbiassed 
opinion. Proof is not wanting, for (hero is abundant proof. Since 190B, when the new 
customs reform came into force, (he cash receipts had increased by, approximately, 
28,00Gi r in gold, Hut wlmt if? the result ? The Liberian Treasury has hardly ever been 
worse off and more in need of funds, There is* in fact, m> money in the Liberian 
colfer??. The reastoha are obvious, The Treasurer and his creatures embezzle the cash 
almost as fast aa it is collected by the British officers, who have to aland by and see 
ihetr sustained efforts "o to enrich the aeon in Ire is who are I Inis permitted to nullify 

To give further examples of these frauds is unnecessary, forJhey can be enumerated 
almost ad infinitum They have* moreover often been referred to in previous 
despatches. 

The Lomax episode on the frontier has given His Majesty's Government another 
example of what the Liberians will do, and are, in fact, now waiting to do, immediately 
they get the power and opportunity. Major Lomax’ escapades, and the great amount of 
harm be has succeeded in cioing to British prestige and trade in Western Liberia, wore, 
it will perhaps be remembered, predicted by mo acme months before they actually 
occurred, That he bos spread false and damaging reports in the interior as to the 
action of British Administrators in their dealings and treatment of (he native Chiefs und 
people there is no doubt, for there is evidence to prove it. And there \& also evidence 
(o show that he has attempted to upset the trade of the Rubber Company in the 
interior. 

Iiwlealing with fhese questions of reform, it must be understood that the aboriginal 
population will have nothin." to do with the Liberians. Even if they arc backed by 
British officers, they will probably resist this backing by force of arms. This altitude of 
the natives is not confined to itie hinterland. 1 had ample proof of its existence along 
the littoral during my tour last year in one of His Majesty's ships. Mr. Lam out. and 
the British naval officers who accompanied me, had also ample proof of it. The repre¬ 
sentatives of some 1/S T 00O of the Krn race, who are armed with modern titles, have 
stated to me openly and in public, that under no circumstances will they show allegiance 
to tfie Liberian Governmcni ; and that they intend, by force of arms if necessary, to 
resist any attempt to make them do so. 

i inter t be circumstances* I must confess to seeing no solution of tbeee difficulties 
upon the lines it is proposed to adopt, even with the pew reforms in fullswirjM, tiiilcxa 
they be pushed in the near future to very much wider issues. British officers, with their 
prestige, good name, and reputation for just and honourable dealing with the Chiefs and 
peo|ilo p cannot go into the interior with com panics of soldiers consisting or aborigines, 
which they them selves have trained, anil ritoot down or imprison the unfortunate tribes 
because (hey will stand no attempt at government from (In 1 dishonest Liberians* The 
natives know only loo well that these Liberians are incapable of real government, and 
devoid of the principles of justice and mercy, and those other qualities which they 
perceive cxisi in the British and French f olanial Governments whose territories are 
adjacent to their own. 

Neither can the British Commander of the Liberian gun-boat and his officers punish 
or perhaps destroy numbers of (he tine Kru people, who are very loyal to Great Britain, 
wi(h titles anil ammunition that have been supplied by His- Majesty’s Government, 
because the Kruh refuse to pay taxes and duties which they well know uj|| hq 
misappropriated by the Liberians 

These questions then, I submit, require moat careful consideration, for their settle¬ 
ment in going to have far-rendnug results in this portion of W>*[ Utica, npil especially 
as regards the ( ohniy o* Sierra Leone and the adjacent terriLories of French West 

Africa. 

Personally, like Mr. Lnnumt, I aro full of Crmfidenor dial -rich n slate of affairs would 
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never he tolerated nor receive (he opitidaiinn of England. Such an event would be a 
ei-cmd&l leading to s-uch anarchy and bloodshed, that 1 do not like to anticipate the 
results that would accrue both to European* and Africans alike, Thin policy then 
cannot, from the point of view of African administration and the future ftf Liberia, come 
within the pale of serious discussion by the authorities. 

That the Liberians believe that the creation of this frontier force will assist them 
to further fill their pockets by extending theirnr«ft of legalized plunder is unquestionable* 
They even now talk of taxing the interior tribes by means of an armed force led against 
them by European officers, They ure then seriously discussing a question which has 
proved (o have been of doubtful success by Great Britain, namely, the taxing of the 
native, and which lias cost civilized governments thousands of pound* to'corry out as well 
numbers of valuable lives. But all these Liberians rare about is not the future of 
this country, but to fie able to pocket tlm dollar* which have been wrongfully, and in a 
number of instances shamefully, collected, 

Erotn then* facts* then, it must be observed that questions affection" the future of 
this country, now that the reforms aro commencing, will have to receive the consideration 
of Ilia Majesty’s Government. 

The desire of Eli* Majesty's Government, so far as f understand it, h that Liberia 
i» to remain, through the help nf Great Britain, a sovereign independent Slate. A 
great deal of trouble has been taken to induce (hi* Government to accept reform in the 
various departments The attempts made to this end have at last been successful, for 
even more has been granted by these people than was anticipated by His Majesty's 
Government. These remit is are due largely te the skilful and tactful manner in which 
President Barclay and his parly "'ere handled hy the Foreign Office during their visit to 
London last year. 

But. hacking up the supposed authority of the Liberian* (which does not really 
exist at ah) with a military force and gun boat com mantled by British officers will not 
have the desired results oi making this government either stable or effective. For they 
are impossible partners in the organization of an honest administration ; and by trusting 
to their co-operation and support, and* indeed, even by believing that they can in time 
be instructed sufficiently to he able to stand alone, this organization will assuredly 
break down and the partnership be dissolved, with discredit to those who attempted 
the deal. 

But, on the other band* it in well understood that, if Liberia in left alone, this 
Government mast end speedily in ruin and disaster, and the country must almost as 
quickly disappear fro in the catalogue of independent State*. 

As the worse part of the difficulties here* so Inr as Ills Majesty’s Government are 
concerned, have probably been overcome by Liberia having agreed to reform ni the 
hands of Great Britain, the only practical step now open (ho far els I can perceive! in 
to boldy inaiHt upon auch other reforms that will in reality, though not openly* place 
the Govern men l anil management of the country’s affaire out nt the hands of the 
Liberians, but at the same time will keep liber is in existence as an independent 
negro State. 

Hut these further reforms, which hy skilful management might be carried into 
effect like the last ones were* should be insisted upon without wavering, and a strong 
attitude must be adopted. The bedrock ot the whole matter is complete control in 
practically every depnrinunt which al present exists; the Abolition of Rome, and tire 
creation of new departments. It must he re me inhered that the Liberians neither inder- 
siaiul nor reject concession* and soft worda For limy look upon such tin weakness* and 
the actH of an apathetic GovernmenL Like moat Africans, they probably apprcciare the 
really just master : while the aborigine is almost inclined to worship the strong man 
when this strength ia tempered with the principles til' justice and honour. Fortunately 
for the peace and prosperity of our i ni incuse tropical Empire, men with swell qualities 
have been forthcoming; and this is a foremoHl- reason* in my humble opinion, why Great 
Britain has been mo suecesaful in tropical ni min til rat ion. 

It lias not my intention to have opened this matter so goon after the question of 
thf.i now reforms had been settled, nor have diluted upon lit,' points connected therewith 
at such length. But the question* sailed in Mr. Laiuonl'- letter cannot be passed ■ »vor, 

and it is my duty lo bring them to tin notice of Hi* .Majesty's ..uni, 

1 liftvn. &e. 

(Sigiietf) lilt A LIH U AI r K W ALLIS 










Tnelosure in No. 43. 

Mr. Lament to Consul WalH*. 


(Confidem tiftl,) 

( "' Pj _ Mojirovi/i, March 3 , 1909 , 

I H A V E the honour lo stale, Tor your information* that during the hut ten dftyst l 
w^nt along the whole coast of Liberia enat of Monrovia and landed at even- port of 
entry tit inspect the custom-houses. 

On the Km Coast war is ns present raging between the districts of Grand Ce *9 and 
ricaninny Cm A tribal feud has Jung existed bet ween tbeae districts. The latter 
secured lately a number of magazine rifles (Mausers) from an Elder Dempster vessel 
(tfum-aliip “Accra” I understand), and proceeded to teat them on the Grand Cess 
people. r l won tv-nine men have been killed. The Liberian Commissioner, who was 
there before the fighting began, practically incited the Picamrray Cess people to war I 
waa told by theSuperintendent of Maryland. It is, of course, admitted that this h the 
only way Liberian Government can secure punishment of one or both. 

The other day the steam-ship “ Gando,” Captain Poolcy, landed over 100 barrels 
of rum on she Kru Const, causing a loss of over 2,000 dollars to the revenue. 

The German merchants, and even the English, com plain very bitterly of the 
disorder on the Kru Coast. There is no law and no government to do anything, 

1 be advent of the gun boat ! am to be authorised lo purchase oil coming home, 
and the establishment of a part of the Liberian Frontier Force now in process of 
creation* will greatly aid in repressing this; but there is no question hut that the Kru 
Coast and back country, with all their murderous, lawless, and cannibal orgies* will 
never approach the level of civilisation anti peace to which every West African Coast 
Iribu has now attained save through the offices of a European Government, ft is a 
drnuge and incongruous state of affairs that is prevalent on the Kni Coast, and this 
incongruity will, I Lor, be emphasised immediately measures are taken U> force on them 
allegiance to the Government of Liberia—a Government to which they owe nothing, 
can never respect, and most naturally despise, 'Hie situation is one requiring the 
gravest consideration. Before sending troops under English officers to compel the Kru 
country to sit down in Liberia, whose official cannot and will not dare to assume any 
authority there, it will he well to consider whether ii h a w ise measure that England 
should champion I he cause of a despicably corrupt and effeminate bund of political 
jobbers {for the so-called Government of Liberia in nothing more) against a brave and 
virile nation that ha* never in Ite history been reduced to .slavery.' All intelligent men 
who know the iV cnl Coast ot Africa well rtould deplore any measure that would indicate 
that England should proceed in her reformatory policy tn Liberia to vindicate the 
present Republican misgovernntent or luck of government in the face of ihe great 
Aboriginal tribes on the seaboard and in the hinterland. In creating a Frontier Force 
in Liberia and setting it in motion, this fact should be well weighed, in reforming 
Liberia, it should be dealt with for the good of the minority, not a fraction of the great 
whole. For every Liberian nun, woman, and child there lire 3,300 aborigines within 
the vast political territory of Liberia. l"o place this Adderido-Liberian—contemptible 
in so many ways to civilized and aborigine alike—on a pedestal and ask [he 1,500 
tribesmen to respect and obey him is a step which 1 am full of confidence will never 
receive the imprimatur of England, 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) ~\Y J. LA MONT, 

Chief Inspector of Customs and financial Adviser. 


[9737] No, 4L 

Foreign Office to Colonwl Office, 

^ ir> j- , Foreign Office, March 30, 190b, 

u L t ii reference to your letter of the 4th October hist, respecting the readjustment 
of the Augloddherjaii boundary, 1 am directed by Secretory Sir E, Grey to transmit to 
von herewith, for the information of t.Jio Secretary of Smio for the Colonies, copy of a 
despatch from Mis Majesty's Consul sit- Monrovia,* rcccmmieitiling ihm the status uuw ho 
nirunruined, and til at the question of the readjustment, of tho frontier be held over 
temporarily. 


J No. tfli, 


Sir E, Grey concurs in those proposals, as it appears to fom that if ilia frontier 
were definitely nettled, whether in favour of Liberia or uqt, Ilia Majesty’a Government 
would be deprived ol a powerful fover by means of which pressure can from time to 
time be exerted on the Liberian Govcrmnent- 

Moreover* if thy frontier were settled* and the arrangement come lo was in favour 
of the Republic, it would appear very doubtful whether they would show any gratitude, 
while in the event of lta being unfavourable to them it would certainly ^unbitter them 
against ihis country, and give rise to suspicions that, in spite of protestations to the 
contrary, Hie Majesty's Government had designs upon the territory of Liberia. 

In view of the above circumstances. Sir R. Grey hopes that the Earl oE Elgin will 
concur in the suggestions contained in Consul WalWs despatch. 

I am, 4jfcc, 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 

[11196] * Na 40. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 2 ,) 

Sir, Downing Street, April 1 , ItXB. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to tmiiemii to yon* to he laid before Secretary 
Sir K. Grey, the accompanying copy of a despatch from the Governor ot Sierra Lecuifc, 
on the subject, of an application from Mftjr»r Cadell, the newly-appointed Commandant of 
the Liberian Frontier Force, to be allowed 10 recruit m Sierra Leone, fi nucleus. for 
the force, ft mm-commissioned officers and some 2fti) men, 

2. Iri paragraph 2 of Ilia despatch Mr, Pmbyn dwells n i.m thr objection* to allowing 
the engagement of natives of Sierra Leone fur service ibrund. Rut. in addition to the 
points mentioned in the despatch, there is the further objection that the Sierra Leone 
Protectorate supplies suen for one company ot' the Gold 1 .'oas' Regiment of the 
West African Frontier Force, and fur the Wend African :Regiment a?i well as for Ihe 
Sierra Leone BiUalfon of the West African Frontier Force, and that any recruiting 
for a foreign force must necessarily affect ihe supply of men fur these force-, 

3. In site rirenimUnectf Lord Elgin i> not disposed in agree to any of the rank 
anil tile of the Liberian force being recruited in Sierra Leone, even upon the indis¬ 
pensable condition of n satisfactory guarantee ring given of the wet fare and due 
return to the Colony of the men enlisted; but, before replying to tlw Governor's 
despatch bv telegraph in this sense, he would he glad l-> receive an expression uf Sir 
E. Grey’s concurrence. 

4. It will be observed that the Correspond eoce with Hi* Consul a| 

Monrovia, which is inclosed in Mr. Prabyn'a despatch, relates us the ease of certain 
labourers referred to in the letter from this Office on the 21st February, to which a reply 
has not yet been received. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) 1L W JUST. 


lucloame 1 in No. In. 
fiOccmor Prabijii to the Enri of Ettjin. 

(ConfideptUb) Gaseramflif Flo use, Freetown ,, Stcrrc Lcone w 

My Lord* March 7, 1909, 

1 HA YE the honour to inclose, for your information, copy of n letler from the 
Colonial Secretary, dated the tMtli December, 11)07, fo Captain Walli^ British Consul 
jit Monrovia* respecting the non-return of Sierra Leone labourers. I also inclose cop; 
of a letter which l Have received from Captain Wallis dated the 20ih February, 19 08, 
The difficulty of insuring the due return of labourers aunt to Liberia h exemplified in 
my Confidential despatch of the 2*th January, 1906. 

2 Major ( adell. the newly-appointed Commandant of the Liberian Frontier Force, 

lias applied for permission to recruit ns a nucleus for the force ft noiUcDin mi tinned 
officer* and about 2$0 men, 1 have naked Major Le Mommer, the Oflicer t ommnndiog 
West African Frontier Force, to endeavour to a^ist Major Gadoll in at cutoe obtaining 
six efficient inm-CNmiiiiissiuncd orlicers. 1 inforased Major c addl (in general terms 
only) of the great difficulty which has been experienced in insuring the proper treatment 
and 1 h- return of Ricrni l.eonu natives from Liberia; 1 aiso I hat vvery 
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Able-bodied labourer in the Sierra Leone Protectorate was required to develop ite 
resources, and that* on thin, ground, the recruiting of Mend is or Temnen on behalf of 
battalions of the Frontier Force in Britirh t olomes mut open to objection. I explained* 
however* that in view of the importance of the organisation of the Liberian Frontier 
Force under bis command, and that of British officers. 1 thought that you would assent 
to a sufficient n uni her of Mendia and Teinnes being recruited from Sierra Leone to form 
the nucleus ol the new force, I stated further, however, that 1 wus sure that you would 
withhold your assent unless a complete and busine-s-like guarantee could be given for 
the punctual payment of fh® men while in Libe ria, and also for their due return at the 
expiration of their period of enlistment* 

3. Assuming that my action as described meets with your approval, t have the 
honour to inquire whether an assurance of ihe him] mentioned can be arranged through 
the Foreign Office. 

E have, &c. 

(Signed) L. PROBYN. 


Inchraun? 2 in No, 45* 

Mr. Hadden-Smith to Consul H nitis. 

f’oloniat Secretary's Qjfict*, Sterra Leone t 
Sir, ^ December 21, 1907, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 4th .Inly last, and to previous correspondence 
on the subject of Che return to this felony of the thirty labourers soul down j'roni Imre 
to work on the Consulate building in Monrovia, \ have the honour to inform you that 
up to the present* so far as I can ascertain, no mere of the labourers have been sent barb 
to Sierra Leone 

2. I bring this matter to your notice in order that you may take such steps a* 
may be necessary to insure that the men are returned to Sierra Leone without any 
further delay. Thu men were sent down for a specific purpose and under nn undertaking 
that i hey would he sent back to libs Colony ns soon ns ihe period for which they had 
been sent bad elated, and 1 trust you will take steps to see that the arrangement, so 
far ns you are concerned, is adhered to. It is hardly necessary to impress upon vou 
the necessity of haring these men returned to the Colony, You are aware of the 
labour conditions in Sierra L&one, artd you know that in the Protectorate labour m 
exceedingly scarce ; it follows, therefore, that if men who are sent out of the Colony 
with the consent of the Government, to work tor a specified period* iu another country, 
are not returned when that period is up, there will be difficulty u\ future in obtaining 
labourers from Sierra Leone should any be required. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. B, HADDON SMITH* 

Colonial Secretary* 


Isiclojsure 3 in No* 45. 

Con&vi tVoilh lo Mr. 11addon-Smith. 



labourers employed at Monrovia by the Imperial Government, from inquiries made 
ha this country it seems that sixteen of the men returned to Tikonko, Bo* and the 
Mendi country in the Sierra Leone Protectorate, overland vi& Cape Mount: and Matlo, 
ten ran away to seek employment down the const, while no trace can be found of the 
remaining four. 

Mr, Keats, the representative of tlm Office of Works, London, who hail charge 
of the men in Monrovia, report* that they gave a good deal of trouble; and that, 
while he was embarking them in a boat which wits getting ready to put oft"So a steamer 
bound for Sierra Leone* they suddenly ran away and hid themselves, 

lu the event of any more information about these non coining to hand it wil! be 
sent to you. 

I mu, Ac, 

(Signed) BHAITH WAITE U ALLIS. 


j 9735J 
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Foreign QjflSce to Consul Wallis. 

No. 19.) 

ir, Foreran O/fice, April 6, 1906-. 

I AM directed by Secretory Sir L, Urey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
telegram No. 9, undated, and of your despatch No. 3(5 of the 2 ml ultimo, in which yen 
draw attention to ilie very unsatisfactory condition of the Lilieiiau judiciary. 

1 am to instruct yon to furnish hint with a full report of all cases of complaint by 
British subjects against the (kauris and Magistrates of the Republic in regard to which 
you hove not lwen able to obtain any satisfaction from the Government. Tide Depart- 
mom. will then hi: in a position to decide what steps it will he best to take iu the matter 
with a view to obtaining compensation for Improper action on their part* as also 
security that the lives and property of British subjects will not im exposed to like 
hazards in the future. 

Your suggestion, however, with regard to this lasr point that the Ihsbi course would 
he to assume exterritorial jurisdiction is hardly practicable* at any rate as matters 
stand at present 

In tlie Erst place Ills Majesty's Government have no Treaty entitling them, as of 
right, to such a privilege, and it could probably only be obtained from the Government 
of i he Republic under the threat of a recourse to force; and in the next place* though 
one result of its being exorcised would no doubt hr the administration to British 
subject* of hotter justice than they enjoy m present, another would certainly bo to 
embitter the whole Government and population ugaiusl tins country, and to imperil the 
position of the various English officers by whose assistance h is hoped that the 
administration of the Republic will be placed on n sound boftis. 

Tils possibility that Him Majesty'* Govermnt nt may one day lie compelled to claim 
exterritorial jurisdiction may no doubt, serve as a useful lever to induce the Liberian 
authorities to set, about reforming their judiciary without unnecessary lot* id time, and 
was indeed, aa a matter of fact, so used when the I'resident, was in England last autumn, 
Bui much has been accomplished, if not actually m the way of reform, at any rate in 
preparing for it. within ihe past few weeks, and it would hr inadvisable to press for any 
further steps to that direction for some time, Tin Liberians have indicated their 
readiness to reform iheir judiciary* and in sending home die reports now asked for you 
should furnish Sir E* Grey with your views as to what probability there is of such 
reform being carried out within a reasonable time. 

J am, Ac* 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 


[7905] So . 47 - 

Foreign Office to Consul Wallis. 

(No. 20.) 

£i,t L Foreign Ojfice r April 6, 19QS. 

L HAVE laid before Secretary Sir E. Grey you despatch No, 2d of the 20th 
February rejecting the acceptance by tlie Liberian Government of the reforms propped 
to President Barclay when lie was in this country. 

Sir E. Grey appreciates very much the energy anti decision which you have shown 
in neetiring from the Govern merit of the Republic 1 ho acceptance of those reforms which 
you were instructed to promote. 

At the same time, however, I am to point nut that it will require great care on yom 
part, after the action you have taken* to avoid incurring on behalf of His Majesty's 
Government responsibility for the affairs of Liberia, which, in their opinion* it would he 
verv undesirable that they should assume. 

It wan Sir E. Grev's intention to give advice to the President of Liberia, and to 
give sucli help ns he might ask far and accept voluntarily for putting the affairs of his 
country in order. 

fi was not him intention* however, U> give ihe impression that EL> Majesty s 
Government would in anyway interfere with the independence of the country ur dictate 
to llie Liberian Governnlent what their action in their internal affairs should he. 

It appears to Sir G. Grey that your action with regard to the Memorandum us to 
Treasury reform went beyond the limit a of your instructions by conveying the 
impression that the instructions of His Majesty's Government were more peremptory 
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tli an in fact was the casc< There 13 no fault ti> lie loiind with tlift Mi'iimnuuliim 
communicated li y yon to the President, but it should have been given at the request 


nit the President as your own, view of what would he an effective financial reform. 

You must be careful tn make if quite dear on future occasion* that although, if the 
affair* of Liberia fall into disorder, HU Majefttv f i* Government will take what steps they 
think necessary to protect their own frontier, and for this purpose to i»Iicc_ ibe districts 
at!joining it> and will enforce such claims an they have ftgrtiri*! Liberia in connection 
with the frontier, hb well a* for the redress of the grievances of British subjects, thnr 
mourn will be limited to these objects, and thc-y wilt not, rlirOftty or indirectly, assume 

responsibility for the control of the country. 

It must also be understood % Pritisli subjects who take *crvice under the Govern- 
ment of Liberia that His Majesty“w Government cannot be responsible tor insuring that 

tbeir advice is accepted or their services retained by the Government ol the Republic, 

aid that they will liave no claim upon the support »f His Majesty's Government, 
except in. the ease of such wrongful irentmont as would give any British subject ft right 
10 expect support from hi* Government. 

If, ns is possible, the counsels of the Financial Adviser arc ignored and trie efforts „ 
of the Buropeau Customs officers to introduce honest administration are thwarted, you 
w ould be justified in making friendly representations to the President as to the inevitable 
cotisequences of such a policy upon the prosperity runs even the existence "-f Liberia, 
but you should limit youK intervention on behalf of the foreign employes of Liberia to 
moral support of this kind and avoid the use of threats, 

Kir k. Grey considers it uecegsaiy to state this very dearly, inasmuch ss i! appears 
from your despatch under reply that the prcscii i rdhrms were accepted by the Liberian 
Government under direct pressure front you, uni your action may have given rise to the 
impression that His Majesty’s Government jraiunt, directly or indirectly, some 
responsibility for seeing them maintained. 

Meanwhile, the fact that liberie has accepted audi a scheme of reform a undoubtedly 
gives the Republic an improved chance oi maintaining its independent existence an t «l 
milking some progress* and Sir Li. Grey consider* that you deserve gteul credit lor 
having secured this. The Jaet that he judges it accessor* to lay down careful limits for 
your future action qjnst not he taken as intended in any way to depreciate the credit 
which is due to you personally for what lias actually been achieved. 

, I am, &c, 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET* 


[12102 J 


No. 48* 


Colonial Office to Foreign Off.lee.—{Received April S.) 


gj r Dawning Street, April 7, 1908. 

I AM directed by the 15orl of Elgin to transmit to you, to ho laid before 
Secret nr v Sir E, Grcv, with reference to the letter from this Office of the lit instant, 
the accompanying copy oi el further despatch, with its in closures, from the Governor ot 
Sierra Leone, on the subject of the proposed recruitment of natives of the Sierra 
Leone Protectorate for the new Liberian Frontier Force, The correspondence inclosed 
in the despatch affords some indication ot the difficulties which would firise it the 
proposal were sanctioned. 

L am, dec. 

(Signed) li. L. ANTRGBLS. 


Inelosuro I in No, 40. 


Governor Probgn to the Burl of Elgin, 


(Confidential.) Gownuiuni Wmi«. Sw*bw», Sima U«»i, 

L 1 jird March IA IWo, 

IV continuation of mv Ccmfidctliial despatch ot the 7th March, 1908, respect irig 
nn application by Major *Cnddl, Commandant of the Liberian B rentier Force for 
permission to recruit Mend is mid Tunnies, I have the honour to mcloje copy of u letter 
Ilatcd the 9lh March from Major Cadell, addressed to Major Le Mesurier ns niheer 


*■ i - h . * . : . . 
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Gnmnafttiding the West African Frontier Force. \ also inclose copy of lhe reply by 
Major Le VSesuriffr of the *amc date. 

2. The correspondence now inclosed raises in detail a number of questions; & 
consideration of these questions makes it clear that many difficulties of a sforimjja 
nature wilt arise unices a complete and businesfutike guarantee can be arranged through 
the Foreign Olfics of fhe kind suggested in paragraph d of my Confidential despatch of 
the 7th March, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) L. PHOfiTK, 



Inclosnre in No. -18. 


Major Co A ell to Major le Mtmtriir* 

{Confidential.) 

DarUy March 9 t 1908, 

AS the fe*uH of my visit to Dum and the facilities so kindly attended me for 
obtaining an insight into" the theoretical and practical working of the battalion under 
yam command; bearing in mind that, in the near future, the duties of the iAherian 
Frontier Force will be rimikr to those performed by your men, I have the honour to 
submit for your consideration the following Htiggcstlons which, it' approved of, will 
enable me to obtain a nucleus with which I shall be enabled to proceed with the 
formation of I he Liberian Frontier Force. 

As you are aware the unfortunate state of afTni™ prevailing in the Republic ot 
Liberia, renders it impossible to attempt to draw upon its Indigenous population for 
either a coloured staff or recruits. + 

Briefly, triy idea is to obtain, with your assistance, the permission ot bis Excellency, 
und the approval of the competent authority, the afore-named nucleus und a* occasion 
requires and Opportunity {accommodation, &c.) offers, the remainder of the force, the 
total strength of which, nt present, is not to exceed M>0. The uon-tonitnissioneu 
officers and'men to be selected by you, medically examined und passed to ine in batches 
from time to time 1 suggest the selection being left t" you as 1 rim oi the opininn 
that they cannot be called upon to take an oath of allegiance to the Liberian Gover n- 
mctil. and the conditions of service, ke. (alluded to I filer), coining ho-is your-;- t will, to 
them be a guarantee that the same will he faithfully adhered to, in addition la insuring 
the best most active men being enlisted, and thus maintaining the exc-lk-nt character 
the tribes ATouud vou have always been credited with, 

A* to medical examination, you how attached to your i ommarnl a Medical Officer 
of experience, whilst at Monrovia there is no European medical practitiotier who might 
be utiliied for this purpose* the native doctor is si mere apology t^r same, m Iftct, a most 

indifferent apothecary and useless in every way 

At to the dispatch of men in hate lies, I think ybii yourself would prefer that Huy 
siiouhl find the accommodation they expect ready for them on arrival, as well us Giuir 
safe passage and victualling being secured them. 3 would suggest their being met by 

an escort aay at ftanre Ijabun. . + . 

'Hte conditions governing the enlistment, or transfer, ot non-voumis^ionvil oNmers 
and men should insure:— 

] Their bein" not called upon to take an oath ot allegiance to the Li Fieri an 
Government; as a substitute 1 submit that they should make a sole mu declaration to 
faithful I v serve the Cnmmandaot of the Force who trill beia Unudi officer as uellIns 
others wlio may he appointed to the force, anl that they will be wholly and solely under 
their control ami none others, 

9 Regular payment, at the rates submitted, at end ot every rumith, 

T A ward of gratuities, &c., not pensions, now existing under the Ordinances for 

thi> West African Frontier Force. .... . ♦. 

\Vbollj- outnide juristliction of lJlHjmo Conrte or Miigislrates. snv civil action to 

lie tried before British official only + 

ft Safe return to their homes on expiration of Their term ot service, 

Cj whilst at Monrovia, and whilst the price of food-stuff's, fee., remains nt its present 
bifhted fi^nir'' a proportionate increase of pay to the rates laid novtu- 

V in the mas of tranafem from Went African Frontier loree, lonum Hcrvicc 
toward' priitllity (if satinfactnry), good-conduct pciy, &c,,lo count, 
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8 S In the event of men drawn from Weal African Frontier Force Reserve, the 
Colon)' to have first claim on their services if required for service at any time. 

0* A grant from Liberian funds be made towards living expenses of recruiting* 

medical examination* Sic. 

IQ, The non-coin mb storied officers and men to enjoy the same privileged* &e, f as 
regard' all matters which the West African Frontier Force hart extended the in (to 
include pay, gratuities, canteen* clothing, accommodation, jurisdiction,, &e«). 

Hi Allocation of u sufficient sum annually to maintain jutyment of men, &e.* far 
fall period of enlistment. 

In short, they may bo considered as on loan for a definite period, asked to serve 
under similar conditions as their countrymen, completely outside pale of Liberian juris¬ 
diction, and the contracting parties for the occasion being the nominee of his I'kce’loncy 
of the one part* and myself, acting for the Liberian Government under their arrange* 
mont with the British Government* of the other. 

As I have explained to ^ou verbally* J am of the opinion that the headquarters 
being at Monrovia, is prejudicial to the into refits of the force in every way* hut, unfortu¬ 
nately * they must be retained there for a time, but 1 can confidently assure you that io 
about twelve months from the 1st April* 1908, they will he removed well into the 
hinterland of Liberia, thus bringing the force nearer io their own kith tind kin. where 
food-stuffe, Ac., are procurable at a reasonable rate* and where the men will he removed 
from the baneful influences of a totally degenerate, el lets rime, I may add that the 
camp even now will be 2 miles out of Monrovia, 

Many late non-commissioned officers and men of the West African Frontier Force 
(beside those unconnected with the force) have applied to me to join the Liberian 
Frontier Force* but I have refrained From entertaining their applications; in any way* and 
have referred them to the Commissioners of iheir respective districts or yourself. Apart- 
from tiie obvious reasons for my action, I submit that it is only fair to the Colony and 
yourself that, in the evenl of my obtaining non-commissioned officers and men per 
yourself', they should not be allowed to become in any way contaminated or deteriorated 
by coming in contact with those who have no crediaiUiala and might possibly (urn out 
to 1)0 undesirable*u]id mischievous. 

t attach hereto a list, marked * J X/' of a nucleus I would be most grateful for, ami 
I show against cadi tbs 1 dftti/s on which they might join me. 

As regard N the party for constructing bur racks, E can now- personally guarantee vou 
that the name will be regularly paid, accommodated, and their passages ro Monrovia 
paid from Freetown and return (if they deal re tike latter). 

I am aware that this communication should be submitted you per the British Consul 
Fit Monrovia, but owing to the likelihood of your being away with the Inspector-!icneral 
for some weeka, i would deem it a favour if you could p&ss it with your remarks to liia 
Excellency the Governor, to c liable me to have Hit? benefit of his- proposal a in connection 
herewith on my return to Freetown. 

1 am handing a copy of this to the British Consul on iny return, and I may say 
that I know that bis views, generally, coincide with the suggestions i have submitted 
herein. 

I desire to thank you and your staff for the great pains, care, and trouble taken to 
enable me to go sc fully into this matter, and to see your methods, Sic. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) II. MACK A V CADFXL, Major (tocat), 

Officer CWtfKdmftnjjr Liberian Frau t ie t Foret. 
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>[—NiFOJVBps required for Liberian Frontier Force. 
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[nclosure 11 in No. IS. 

Major ie Menurit f .re j Mftfor CftitcH. 


OaTtt, March 0, 1908. 


y^ru,, iBjrxj|*r. jr r ibwij, 

I El AYE the honour io acknowledge the receipt of your < 'onfidential letter of lids 
late concerning the formation of a Liberian frontier Force, to be recnuicd tn 
Sierra Leone, and, as far as possible* run on the same lutes as tlio M esl A in cun rrmi icr 

° TL % [ would like to make the following suggestions in regard to the pro-posed 
orcc :■— 

U.) it would appear to me that the Liberian Government vdlli probably Jw avereo 
Lo the men not being required to take an oath of allegiance to Liberia, but entire!* 
i^ree that, if possible, the oath should he restricted to refer to the oncers of the 
force only. This would greatly facilitate the recruiting, snore especially in the case of 

frontiers from this battalion. ..... . ■« * r 

(b ) 3 iiiii very doubtful as to whether the Liberum Governmeat will agree to allow 
Stit? nmn in the force to be wholly outside the jurisdiction ot Liberian Coiirl a and 
Magistrates For certain civil olTcnce* it would appear to me dial n» Government 
could permit the offenders to be outside the jurisdiction ot the emt power 1 am fully 
M ra ,rf the great difficulty tliai L likely to bo experienced through the Liberum 
Magistrates and inhabitants seizing every opportunity to get the men nj the force mio 
trouble and would suggest that some agreement be made whereby the men of the tarct. 
c under the jurisdiction of the civil authorities els little as possible. 

(c \ It should be agreed that any men recruited m bierro Leone should, on 
discharge for any reason whatsoever, even for misconduct, he granted a tree passage U* 

^rr-I would HUggciit that the men on enlistment only undertake to serve for three 
months* at the end of which time they may engage for » furl her period of six years, am 
ao un m desired At all events, I would recommend that Hus arrangement he adopted 
in « |,|ir «* **"'}<"* thishattalion are earned. 


m . thev should be settled UJ> wjin ny III - >ierra “ 1 '" 

c y'mVlift« done towards gratuity* and Hint the tact of their joining U« ucw force 
loild be treated exactly as if they had been ilischargcd medically unfit from this 
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battalion, for pnrposcs of determining the amount of gratuity to be paid chorn, J think 
this would save much trouble m. a later date. 

(f.) In new of the extraordinary high price of rice and other foodstuffs at present 
existing m Liberia, I would most strong!j recommend that, in addition to the rates 0 f 
pay suggested, a ration of 2 lb, of rice per diem he Issued free to every man, so that at 
least lie can rely on get Ling sufficient daily food for himsdf and hi* wife. 

(?■) It Is pres iimud that the men enlisted would take their wives with them, and 
riiat the latter would receive exactly the sain# protection while in Liberia as their 
I ms I muds, I consider it to be very necessary that they should take their wives with 
I hem, in order to avoid, as much as possible, the double with the Liberian women which 
would he sure to Arise. 

JA) *tij men belonging to the reserve of I hi* battalion desire to join the 

nert- force, I think it would be preferable for the Sierra Leone Government re renounce 
any claim on them for further service until they return permanently from service in 
rdliena, when, by applying to Darn, they would, if they were required, be retaken on the 
strength of the battalion reserve, 

(it) 1 would most strongly recomiuqmd [tiat the force be removed at as early a date 
m possible from the neighbourhood of the towns of Monrovia, where the local influences 
you refer to cannot fail so militate against the force becoming efficient, and where local 
prejudices and racial difference* nnuld be sure to result in serious trouble, if not m 
bloodshed, I consider that this removal of the force, at once, if possible, to be of 
supreme importance, nud absolutely necessary if it h intended to have the force really 
efficient for up-country patrolling, Barrack life in a town is the very worst training for 
good frontiers 

(j.) I would suggest (bat the one headman be paid 2*., and the six labourers J» 
]'cr (Item, ami that in addition they receive 2 lb, of rice daily free, and that they agree 
lo go for two months, to he extended voluntarily by them should they be required, a- 
the end oi which time they he provided with a free passage to Freetown, ami railway 
ticket to Dam, at w hich place I do not anticipate any difficulty in getting the men 
required. T ° 

?■ will neec^snrily be some time yet before permission can be obtained to 
recruit in Sierra Leone, and the consent of the Lilteri&n Government to j,he terms on 
whidi (he men arete he enlisted and maintained in Liberia, obtained. In the meantime, 

I will do what J can to find the men you require, and think t can obtain most of them! 
The labourers for building the huts I can obtain at once, and will forward them to 
Freetown on receiving definite instructions on the subject from his Excellency the 
Governor. 

L As there are probably many points which have so for been overlooked, I propose 
to communicate with you again shortly, and give you any further information which 
appears useful, 

5- J sure it ha* given, both me and the other officers of this battalion, great 
pleasure to have been aide to assist you in any way, and I only regret that the negotia¬ 
tions with reference to the enlistment of the men, do not permit of my giving you more 
definite information on the subject. 

(Signed) F,. N, LE MEBDftlER, Major, Commanding 

Sierra Leone Hattalion, Wt&i African 
Frontier Farce, 


[12496] No. 49. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office, —( Rice wart April 11,) 

®' T ' Downing Street* April 10, 1903. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Elgin to acknowledge the receipt of your loiter of 
the 3Ulh ultimo, in wnidh it is proposed that the question of the readjustment of the 
boundary between Sierra 1 .eoue and Liberia should be held over temporarily. 

2. Sir E. Grey will have learnt from tile loiter from tliis Office of the 20th ultimo, 
lne receipt of wh ich was acknowledged in your letter of the 3rd. mutant, that Lord Elgin 
attaches the highest importance to the contemplated alteration of the boundary. His 
LoriEsliip is prepared, however, in deference to Sir K, Urey's wishes, to acquiesce in 
the matter being left in abeyance for a maeaucble lime whilst ihe attention of the 
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Liberian Government E& occupied by the introduction of further reforms in the internal 
administration of the country* 

3. In conveying the necessary instructions to His -Majesty s Consul at Monrovia, 
Sir E, Grey will'no donbt make it dear thm the proposal Is in no sense abandoned, 
and that earn must be taken to do nothing which would be likely to prejudice the 
ultimate satisfactory settlement of the matter. It will, of course, be understood, as 
Captain Wallis evidently realizes, that, while the negotiations are suspended, uo 
alteration will he made in the arrangements for the temporary administration of the 
portion of territory involved. 

1 am, ifce. 

(Signed) FRANCIS J. S. H0PW00IL 


[10655] No, 50, 

Sir Edward Grey to Consul TFfllifo. 

(No, 9,) 

(Telegraphic.) F. Foreign Office, April 13,190B. 

I HAVE been informed by the French Ambassador that the French Government 
desire a certain number of pOafe in the Liberian police and Customs to be filled by 
French officers and official, in accordance with pledges given by the Liberian Govern¬ 
ment op the subject* 

I replied that of course no objection would be offered by II is Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment to the co-operation of the French officers with the Liberian Government in these 
two matters. 

No action seems to ho required on your part, and this is for your information 
only* 


[10655] No. 51. 

Sir Edward Grey to A/. Gumtoft. 

V'onrEicellency, Foreign Office t April 14, 1908. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your mote ccrbalcol the 27ill 
ultimo respecting the further reorganisation of the Liberian customs service and the 
creation of & force of police in that Republic. 

His Majesty's Government would, of course, offer no objection to the co-operation 
of French officer* with the Liberian Government in both these matters, 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) E, GREY. 


[11196] No- 52- 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office , 22, 1908. 

I AM directed by the Secretory of State for Foreign Affairs to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 1st instant in regard to the desire which has been expressed 
by Major Oadell to lie allowed Us recruit 6 non-eommissioned officers and 200 men. in 
Sierra Leone. 

Sir E. Grey appreciates the motives which make the Secretary of State reluctotit 
to accord this permipsiop, 60 far as the rank and file are concerned, and he is informing 
Hih Majesty’s Consul at Monrovia by telegraph that leave cannot In? given to Major 
Cadeil to recruit any privates. 8ir fv Grey does not, however, understand from your 
letter ritnt there is the same difficulty in the way of permission being granted to 
recruit half-a-dozen non-commissioned officers, and he would be glad to learn font he 
In h correctly interpreted Like attitude of your Deportment in ihi> respect. 

1 am to add, though the point is of less importance, as no forge body of privates is 
to be recruited in Sierra Leone, that ample pecuniary provision has boen imuta 1>y the 
'[1091] P 









Liberian Government for tha establishment of the foree M ^mon^tho Rireclor of tbp 
Lil«rian Customs, who is at present m this country, having b.OOOl. in hand for tho 

P ur P° 8e ' I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[14656] 


Sir* 


No. 53. 

Colonial Office f 9 Foreign Office .—(ffrcejiftrd April 29.) 


Daunting Sirtet^ April 28, 19GS, 

I AM directs I by the Earl of Crewe to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 22nd instant, 011 the object of the proposal to recruit six jaoo-commissioiwd 
officers and 2tJ0 men in Sierra Leone for the Liberian frontier force. 

•2 I am to inclose a copy of si telegram which bus been went to tho Governor 
„r Sierra Leone, from which Sir E, Grey will observe that the recruitment of the 

non-com missioned officers has been agreed to* 

1 Lord Crewe would be obliged if Sir E. Grey would now take steps to obtain 
from' the Liberian Government, as proposed by the Governor 111 bis Confidential 
despatch of the 7th March, a guarantee of the welfare and due return to Sierra Leone 

of the men engaged as non commissioned officers. 

^ I am, &e. 

(Signed) R. L ANTROBTJS, 


Inclo&ure in No. 53. 


The Fart of Crewe to the Officer Admini/ttering the Government of Sierra Leone. 

(Telegraphic.) Downing Street^ April 25, ISOS. 

REFERRING to your Confidential despatches of 7th March, (i) I3tb M^fph, 
recruitment of rank and tile for Liberian force not approved, but six 11 on-com mis¬ 
sioned officers may he enlisted, Deajiatch follows by mail. 


[10903] ft4 - 

Foreign Office to Consul ff/jffis. 

g]j. ^ Foreign Office t April 3b, 1908. 

SECRETARY Sir E. Grey has read with much surprise your despatch No. 44 of 

the 12 lb ultimo. . _ . . , 

It discloses a state of tilings which, had it been realized before Ihe vjait of 

President Barclay to this country, would have very materially modified the attitude 
adopted towards him at the Foreign Office with regard to reforms. 

You represent that no amount of bolstering up of this so-called G overrun cut of 
Liberia in the way of reforms will be really effective nnd a help to thy country so long 
as, the Liberians are permitted to have any kind of financial or administrative control 

whatever, . . 

Yoftgoou to say that you see’no solution of the dratciim&B of the country upon 
the lines it is proposed Eo adopt, even with the new reforms in lull swing, unless 1 hej,- 

he extended in the near future to very much wider issues. \ ou state that these 

further reforms should be insisted upon without wavering, and that a strong atfitutic 
inu&t be adopted, and also that the bedrock of the whole matter is complete control of 
practically every Department which at present exists. 

On the other bund, the policy laid dow n in Sir E* Grey's despatch No. 20 of the 
6th instant ta that he ia w illing to give advice to the President of Liberia, and that you 
are to give to the President such advice as lit: if- ready 10 accept voluntarily in putting 
the affaire of his country in order, but that Sir E. Grey Wishes to avoid the impression 
dial Ills Majeaty'w Government, will in any way interfere with the independence of the 
country, or dictate to the Liberian Government what its action ^in the internal affairs 
of the country should bt, mid that m any invent His Majesty’s Government must not 
directly or indirectly assume responsibility for the control of the country. 
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This policy h in direct conflict with the policy which you ini your last despatch 
■consider it essential that His Majesty's Government should pursue in tho future. In 
ether words, you now stale that tho-reforms which have been secured will be useless 
unless Hia Majesty's Government proceed to adopt the attitude and take the measures 
which, in Sir E. Grey's despatch No. 20 of the 0th instant, you were clearly infdhned 
must he =ivoided. If you bad written this despatch before vou had acted upon your 
instructions to encourage and support the reforms which have now been effected. 
Sir E, Grey would have reversed those instructions, and declined to have any tiling to 
do with reforms in Liberia. 

Tho inference from your despatch is that it h necessary to choose between the 
alternative of seeing tho reforms foil and the Liberian Government go to pieces, and tho 
alternative of assuming control over, and therefore directly or indirectly responsibility 
for, the affairs of (he country. If this be the real state of tho case,, the former alterna¬ 
tive must ho chosen, and your action must at. nil costa be kept, strictly within the limits 
of the instructions sent to you ou the 6th instant. 

With regard to Mr. Lament and the Customs service, Sir E, Grey is of opinion 
that Mr. Limoni's position remains unaffected by the state of affairs which is now 
revealed. The Liberian Government lias for a long lime been recognised as the 
Government of the country, and Mr, Lament is entitled, as long as the Government of 
Llie Republic desire it, to do Ids best to organize the finances and to collect the customs 
revenue, on which a large British loan is practically secured, 

I am directed by Sir E. Grey to again observe that British subjects who enter tho 
service of the Liberian Government eminot expect to receive more protection than that 
which would be accorded to other British subjects in any country of the kind in any 
private - - capacity. Nor can His Majesty’s Government support clahne on their behalf 
if the Liberian Government coufie to employ them, except each claims as would arise 
from breach of contract or, generally, from breach of the terms on which tho Liberian 
Government had engaged them. 

As regards their official work, you are at liberty to point out to the Liberum 
Government the benefit of following rite advice thmr give, and the certainty that if tho 
Government do not follow their ad vice the affairs of the country will fall into disorder. 
But you should not insist upon their position being maintained and their advice being 
followed. 

With regard to the frontier f ditto, there is a real danger, according to your despatch 
and Mr. Lament's letter inclosed in it, that line Liberian Government may wifih to use 
that force to oppress the original inliabitants of the country, who are for more 
numerous and riot less deserving than tho Liberians themselves. In oilier words, there 
is a danger that the force may be used for purposes which would be repugnant to our 
sense of what ie humane or just. 

The position should he clearly explained to Major Cad ell, and to any British 
officer* whom be may engage. ! trust that any attempt to make such use of a force 
which has bee© raised ami disciplined by BrUitth subjects would be resented by them, 
acid that if they were unable to prevent such a use being made of tho force they would 
at once resign their posts. * 

You should hear in mind the apprehensions expressed in your despatch with 
regard to the frontier force, and you should report from time to time on the progress 
of events respecting it. 

It should be understood that if in tho future the apprehensions expressed by you 
with regard to the frontier force prove to be well founded. Hie Majesty's Government 
will use anv influence or authority they have over British officers connected with it 
to induce them to sever that connection. 

I am. &c. 

(Signet!) W. LANGLEY. 


[116511 


No. 55. 

Foreign Office to Cotmti fValh#. 


(No. 28,) 

gj rf Foreign Qffirr t Mag l t 1908. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir B. Grey to state that he fin I n oom ereifciou with 
ilr. Lament on the 1 Hli nAHmo respecting'the affairs of Liberia. 

Sir E. Drey explained to Mr. Limoni very clearly that Ills Majesty's Govern- 









mcnt could not insist upon the Liberian Government making further reforms* nor 
could he relv upon the Forcible intervention oLHis Majesty's Government if he 
found The i/bermn Government impracticable, or if they abandoned the reforms which 
have' already been instituted. HU Majesty's Government could, under no circuit 
stances, be drawn into a position of responsibility in Liberia akin to that which they 

occupied in Egypt. , 

Mr. Lament told Sir G. Grey that the Liberians were very sensitive about a part 

of their frontier bordering on Sierra Leone, which was now policed by the Sierra 
Leone authority, and which the Liberian Government were always afraid Hi* 

Majesty* Government would take. * „ 

Sir E + Grey replied that he wished to give Mr. Lai non t nil The help lie could in. 
his work, as lie desired to sec Liberia improved while remaining independent. lie 
would therefore, as far us it lay in his [tower, arrange that if the Liberian Govern¬ 
ment behaved well to Mr. Lament, and enabled him to do good work, they shook! 
not be disturbed in this part of I heir frontier, and 11 is Majesty a Government w ould 
leave it to them to police with their own Frontier Force. 

You arc, however, aware Irom the terms of the tetter from the Colonial Omeo of 
the IQtli ultimo, n copy of which was inclosed in the despatch from tms Onico No.*.6 
of the 29th ultimo, that, while the negotiations ior the rectification of the frontier 
between Sierra Leons and Liberia are in suspense, there will be no withdrawal of the 
British force which is at present employed in the temporary ati ministration of the 

territory in question. . . .. „ . 

Mr. Lament explained his apprehensions with regard to this Frontier .Forccu 

Sir E. Grey said it would of course be most repugnant to Lis Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment that the force should be used to oppress the native tribes* and if the Liberians 
attempted to use it in such a way. nnd the British officers were not able to resist the 
attempt, they would expect the British officers tu resign, 

Mt. Lament said that, in bis opinion, the Frontier Force should be used for police 
duties and especially for three objects: to prevent intertribal fighting ; to police the 
SicTm Leone frontier; and to assist the collection of the customs. 

1 am, &e. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[10478] No se - 

Foreign Office to Cviouiat Office* 

j^| r Farpiyn Offict a M<nj I, 1908. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 20th March lii^i respecting the position of 
affairs m Liberia, I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, 
to he laid before the Secretary of State for the Colonies, copies of correspondence, ns 

marked in the margin, on the snbject. 

Sir E. Grey will be gkd to learn if a perusal of these documents leads the Earl of 
Crewe to modify in any respect the views expressed in the letter from your Derailment 
above referred to. 

1 am, &e, 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY, 


[15491] No * 5L 

Meurs, /?wi ite ErJantjer and Co. to Foreign Office.—(deceived Mag E>.) 

SO* Bi&hapsgate Street d iihin, London f 
g ir April SO, 1908. 

' WITH reference to your letter of the 11th March, 1908, and its in closures, we 
beg to inform you that we have had copies printed of the documents received from 
Liberia in connection with the Agreement dated the 18th November, 1907, and to band 
you herewith :— 

I Couv of the Agreement, dated the 18th November, 1907. between the Govern. 
ruenl <>f the Republic of Liberia, the Liberian Development Company (Chartered and 

* JSoa JiJ, 54, nnd 5,'t. 
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Limited), and our firm ; together with copies of the correspondence and Resolution 
Betting forth the amendments introduced by the Legislature of the Republic of 
Liberia. 1 ® 

9. Copy of the Above-mentioned Agreement of the 18th November, 1907, with the 
amendments (in italics) under their respective clause b.® 

You will see from the above-mentioned printed correspondence that the Agreement 
has been duly ratified by an Act of the Legislature of the Republic of Liberia, 

We have advised the President of the Republic that we accept the amendments 
introduced by the Legislature, ami the Agreement aa amended baa been duly approved 
by the Liberian Devdopment Company (Chartered and Limited). 

We also inclose a copy of the final proof of the prospectus (to be advertised on the 
5th Ma.v), altered in accordance with Sir Edward Grey’s wishes,* 

We are, &c. 

(Signed) tiMILE ERLANGER and Go, 


Enclosure in No* 57. 

Agreement dated November 18, 1907. 

A* Agreement made this I8tb day of November, 1907, between the Government 
of the Republic of Liberia, of the first part; Messrs, Emile Krlanger and Comprnj, 
of 20, Riahnpsgate Street Within* in the City of London. Bankers (hereinafter 
referred to aa T< Eriangevu"), of the second part; and the Liberian Development 
Company (Chartered and Limited) (hereinafter culled (< the Company % of the 
third part. 

THIS Agreement, being intended lo vary the arrangements made by and in part to 
supersede nil Agreement dated the 5th January, 1^00, made between (he Liberian 
Government, of the one part, and the Company, of the other part, that Agreement 
/hereinafter tolled “the Agreement of 190(1 ”), is, for the sake of brevity, to be deemed 

to be United in extenw herein. . . 

Whereas the whole of the sum ot lOO t O(K)/. menUoneri m the Agreement ot 1906 
baa been advanced by ErUngers upon the terms of a deed (hereinafter called *■ tho trust 
deed”), made on the 6tli March, 1900, between the Company, of the one part, and 
Erbngers, of the other pari, under which Hr] augers are entitled to receive cert i lien ten 
representing the said 100,000k, secured as there mentioned. 

And whereas of the said 100,000/. the sum of 68,000k or thereabouts has been 
anidicd or expended in pursuance of the Agreement of 1909, and the but Is nee is standing 
tS the credit of the Company with Erlaagro, the 5,000k to be applied in meeting obliga¬ 
tions of the State of Liberio, and the 20,000k to be applied in extinguishing treasury 
notes of Liberia having been paid and applied on the iat March, 1900, 

Now it is hereby jigreed and declared a* follows :—- 

1 The roads constructed or in course of construction by tbe Company, and all 
material? for roads purchased out of the said 100,000k, the steam-ship at present plying 
on the river ( H Cecil Vow\ my”), and all other property, money, and effects at Monrovia 
in the possession or under the control of the Company acquired or resulting troth the 
expenditure of money being part of the said 100,000k, and the btilan^_ thereof now 
standing to the credit of the Company with EtUngers, amounting at (he ind October, 
1907, with accrued interest, to 31,732/. 18s. M., and all interest henceforth accruing 
lhereon, shall be made over and delivered to the Liberian Government, and as Lorn the 
2nd October, 1907, the Liberian Government will assume all expenditure canceled with 
the completion of - the road scheme " mentioned n the Agreement of 1900. 

2. The said balance of the 100,000k now standing to the credit ot the Company 
with Rriatigera, with accruing interest thereon, shall be retamed by Brlangcrs to the 
credit of the Company pending the approval of this Agreement by ( he Liberian Legisla¬ 
ture and i tie Company ns hereinafter mentioned, and until such approval is obtained, shal 
Inc applied sulciy in meeting aueh Iiabilities oI the Company as may have been incurred 
prior tu the 2nd October, 1997, and the current expenditure of the Company wnce that 

* Kci 

[1591] ^ 
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date in connection with the #oad and bank schema aw may be author hed by the 
Liberian Government acting; through the Con an 1- General of the Republic in London 3 
and after Hueh approval m obtained the balance shall be applied in carring ouL 11 the 
road scheme” and 'Mhe hank scheme" respectively mentioned in the Agreement of 
1906 Such balance (dial) be drawn as and when required for the purpose; s us wforema 
by drafts on Eriaisgera, at 30 days h eight* to the order of the Liberian Consul-General 
for the time being in London now Mr, Henry Dayman. 

3. The floating debt of the Liberian Government to the Company shall be cancelled 
and released* and the Company shall, on or before the 5th day c| January,. 191 1 + repay 
to the Liberian Government the sum of 7,0001., part of the said lOO^OOOL* which was, with 
the consent of the Liberian Government* applied in paying off the Company a liabilities 
to the 31st December, 1905, including the Company's debentures, with interest on *uch 
sum of 7,009/, as from the 2nd October, 190? ( at the rate of G per cent, per annum. 

4. The amount still owing by the Company by the Liberian Government m payment 
for its Charter (approximately 12,000/.) shall be paid Upon the expiration of twelve and 
n*halt' years from the 2nd October, 1991, with interest at the rate of 5 per cent, per 
annum, and m the meantime and until actual payment shall constitute a first charge 
upon the said Charter, which shall not be transferred without the consent in writing of 
the Liberian Government while any part of the said nmouut or any interest iherenn shall 
remain unpaid. The Liberian Government will give the Company a receipt and dis* h.itge 
for all motiey ho far expended out of the said lOO^OOGl., the Company handing to the 
Government all accounts and vouchers relating to fltieh expenditure, 

0 . The Liberian Government will pay such a sum, not exceeding I,SOW., as may be 
required to satisfy the claims of prospectors and surveyor* who were on the 2nd October, 
1907 1 in the Company’s employment, and all maps, tools, drawings, rtml surveys which 
may be in the custody or within the control of the Company nhall be delivered up to the 
Liberian Government, the Company being at liberty first to make and to retain copies 
thereof, Provided [hat if any such documents dial! be delivered directly by the holders 
to the Liberian Government without passing through the hands of the Company, the 
Government will forthwith supply the Company with copies of the same, 

6. it being recognized by all parties that the immediate liquidation of the ( cun pan y 
which the arrangements herein eet forth might entail would be highly detrimental, and 
the Liberian Government deairing that the Company may complete its mineral survey 
and develop and turn to advantage the Concessions conferred upon it by its Charter, 
Erl angers hereby agree, so long ns the Liberian Government shall iullil all its obligati cuts 
hereunder (a) not to call in or require payment of the sum of 1,800/. now owing to them 
by the Company in respect of a loan made to the Company, and paid by the Company 
to the Liberian Government, until the 31st day oi December, 1912; and (5) further, it 
and so fur as may be necessary to avoid liquidation of the Company, it) advance lq the 
Company, on the securijy held fur the said 1,800/., the further sum ge 6,000/- by Ihree 
equal yearly payments of '2,000/., the first payment to he made, If required, on the 
ratification of this Agreement by the Legislature of the Republic of Liberia and the 
receipt by Erl lingers of (he communication from Ilia Britannic Majesty 1 * Foreign Office 
mentioned in clause 21 hereof; the whole of the said sum of 6,000/-, or so much [hereof 
ns may be advanced, to bo repaid to Erlangers, with interest at the rate of 4 per cent, 
per annum, oil the 31st day of December, 1912* 

7. Erl augers, being entitled to the whole of the certificates originally proposed to 
be issued under the trust deed, hereby release the Company From alt claim to the 
50 per cent of the profits of the Company thereunder, in order to enable the Company 
more speedily to pay the money owing by it to the Liberian Government, and Erlangen* 
hereby waive their right to the unissued shares of the Company, 

8. The 1 Jberiaiu Government will forthwith pay M) EHangers the amount now 
payable under the fifth clause of the Agreement of 190(i and the trust deed in respect 
of the year ended the 31st March, 1907, which amount Erlangen will apply in redeeming 
pro innto bonds of the H Customs Loan” hereinafter mentioned, and in accordance with 
the redemption clauses governing the same. 

9. The trust ccrtiflcalcs originally proposed to be issued in reaped. <9 tSic iflO,9()OL 
loan under the provisions of the trust deed shall not be issued, and upon rlie issue nt 
the bonds hereinafter mentioned the trust deed shall become inoperative and lie 
cancelled and delivered up to the Company. The Liberum Govern men t shall assume 
the liability of the Company for the. said 100,000/. loan, and will forthwith issue to 
Eiiingers or their nominees bonds to benrer of the Liberian Republic (to he called 
11 Customs Loan”) ot such denomination as Erlangen* may require for sum a amounting 
in the aggregate to 100,000/., bearing interest as from the 1st dannun, 1908, at the 
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rate of 6 per cent, per annum, and constituting a charge upon the whole of the 
customs revenue or receipts of the Republic, subject only to such charge as is created 
thereon to secure the outstanding bonds of the External Loan of 187L The duration 
of the loan is to bo thirty-five years from the ratification of this Agreement by the 
Legislature of the; Republic of Liberia, subject to the provisions hereinafter contained 
for its earlier redemption. In all other respects the said bonds shall he iti the form 
already agreed Ijcrivcon the Liberian Government and Erlangers, a copy of which is 
appended hereto, 

10. The fixed annual sum of 6.000/. payable under clause 1 oF the Agreement of . 
1906 »lift)| lie paid to Rrlangers. their successors, or assigns, instead of to the Company 
as therein provided, and the quarterly payments thereof as hereinafter provided shall 
continue until the whole of (he bonds representing the said 100,000/, loan shall have 
been redeemed or paid oft. 

11. There shall be applied m a sinking (fund in redemption of the said bonds at 
105 per cent, or in the purchase of bonds in the market at any price less than 
305 per cent. 

(n,) Five par cent, of the excess over 50,000/.of the revenue and receipts of the 
Liberian Government from customs In each year, but so that the amount shall not 
exceed in respect of any one year 2*000/, 

(fr.) The balance in each year of the fixed annual sum of 0*000/. remaining after 
payment thereout of the interest for the year on the bonds outstanding for the time 
being. 

Ronds to he redeemed ant of the sinking fund in each year shill be selected by 
drawings to bo conducted in the presence of a notary public in London in such manner 
itnd at such time as Erlangem, their successors, or assigns may prescribe, or purchased by 
and at the discretion of Etlangers, their successors, or assigns, and all drawn and 
purchased, bonds shall be cancelled, 

12. The Liberian Government may at any time give nolice by advertisement in 
two London newspapers of its intention to redeem the whole of the thou outstanding 
bonds at 105 per cent. Such notice shall state the day (md being less than one 
calendar month from the appearance of the notice) on which and the place (being the 
tdhee in London of Erlangen*,, their successors, or assigns, or T tailing them, the chid office 
in London of a recognized English bank) where the redemption money will be paid, and 
in that case the bonds shall, on presentation at nr after ihe dale fixed by the notice or 
within three days thereof and nt the place aforesaid, he redeemed at 105 per cent, with 
interest to the date of redemption. Provided that ns from the date ho fixed lor 
redemption h. 11 interest on ihe bonds shall tease unless payment be refused. 

13. The customs revenue of the port of Monrovia shall he collected by or under the 
supervision of the Chief Inspector of Customs. Out of the sums collected he shall 
retain and remit to Krlatigers, their successors, or assigns by equal quarterly payments on 
the 31st March, the 30th June, the 30th September, and the Slat December in every 
year, commencing with the 31st March, 1908, (he fixed annual sum of 6,000/. and within 
two calendar monihs after the close of the financial your ending the 31st March, 1998, 
ami of each succeeding financial year shall further remit to ErUngera, their successors, or 
tt^sigtiH 5 per cent, of the excels of (lie whole of the revenue, and receipt from customs 
of the Liberian Government in respect of such financial year over 50,006/.. but not 
exceeding 2,000/. in any one year. 

14. Krlflngers, their successors,, or assign a shall be the uijeiii?' of tbc Liberian 
Government for the service of the said loan of 190,006/., but shall be deemed trustees for 
the bondholders of all money received by them for the service of the loan under the last 
preceding clause. They, their successors, or assigns -.hall receive as their remuneration 
during the whole duration oF the loan 5 per cent, of the excess over £0,999/. cd the 
w hole of the revenue and recetpis from customs of the Liberian Government i» each 
financial year commencing wilh the year ending the 31st March* 190$* provided that 
such remuneration shall not exceed 2*000/. out of the customs of any one fin uncial year. 
Such remuneration aha 11 be remitted to Erl lingers, their successors, or assigns by the 
Chief Inspector of Customs within two calendar months From the clone of each financial 
year out of the diatoms revenue of the port of Monrovia. 

15. The redemption of the loan by the Liberian Government under the (kwrer to 
redeem on throe months' notice hereinbefore contained shall not affect the right of 
Erlangers, their successors, or assigns to continue to receive their remuneration during 
the remainder of the period fixed for the duration of the loan, but the Liberian 
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Government itiav at any time altar such redemption commute nil future payments of the 
remuneration by the payment to Erlangere, Ibcir loiccesHarH, nr assigns of a Hum equal to 
ten times the annual sum Inst paid to Erlangcrs, their tmccessora, or aligns as remiKwnu 
tion. or 10 , 000 f^ whichever shall be the less, and on payment of such enrni the 
remuneration of KrIangers, their successors, or i&Ugwfl shall cease to be payable. Provided 
atn-aya that fthould the ban be redeemed before maturity, and no commutation be marie 
of the said remuneration payable to Erlauger*, their successors. Or assigns* then 
Erl an gore, their successor*, or assigns shall continue to receive the sdd remuneration for 
the remainder of the period fixed for the duration of the loan, aw ii the name had not 
been earlier redeemed. 

16 . In case the customs revenue of the port of Monrovia shall in any year be 
insufficient for the payment of the said fixed annual sum of 6,000b and ot the two 
amounts of 5 per centra ell limited to 3 , 0001 .) payable hereunder, the deficiency shall be 
a charge upon and lie paid out of the revalues of other [torts, which revenues shall be ti ider 
the Buperriaioii of the Customs Inspectors hereinafter mentioned. The balance of the 
customs revenue and receipts of the Liberian Government shall so long as no default is 
made hi the performance of its obligations hereunder or under the bonds representing 
the said loan of 1 00,0001 be at (he absolute disposal of the Republic of Li beria, provided 
that (hey shall not be charged or anticipated. 

17. "The payment of the said two amounts of fi per cent, and h per cent, each 
limited as aforesaid (dial! be in substitution for and n discharge of flic 10 per cent, of the 
b'lrplu* over 30,000/. of the customs which by the terms of the Agreement of 1906 k 
expressed to be payable to the Company. 

I ft. His Britannic Majesty's Government having officially informed the Company 
that it has taken note of the Agreement of 1900, and that it has selected under the 
sixth danse of that Agreement and of the Act of the Legislature of the Republic of 
Liberia ratifying the same two European officials to perform the duties of Customs 
Inepcctorw and financial advisers of the Liberian Government as described in the flame 
clause, and that it will fill, up any vacancy arising in such office from time to time until 
the said 100 0001. loan has been redeemed or paid oil with interest, the Liberian 
Government ill pursuance of the Agreement of 1906 hereby <-onrtrmfl the appointments 
of the gentlemen so selected and the powers and duties conferred upon those gentlemen 
by the said Agreement and Act, and hereby undertakes to appoint any persons selected 
for appointment by Hi* Britannic Majesty’s Government to fill any such vacancy and to 
retain in office the persons selected and to be selected or appointed as aforesaid no long 
as the said loan shall not have been wholly redeemed or |*id off with interest and also 
during the existence of any other loans which may hereafter be contracted by the 
Republic of Liberia with the cognizance of Sis lij-itannic Majesty's Government. The 
salaries of the said officials shall be paid by the Liberian ti over nment, provided always 
that the Liberian Government shall not be required to provide- anything in excess 
of 1 . 000 /. per annum for the salary of one of such officials or of bGQ/. per annum for the 
salary of the other. 

't 0 o The Liberian Government hereby confirm* Us obligation nut to enter into any 
arrangements which may. impair the value of its customs revenues and receipts and not 
to reduce the import dr export duties without the consent el Lriangers, their successor*, 
or assigns, and aleo its obligation not to issue any paper money, but to maintain the gold 
standard and to require all dues and duties to be paid in gold, 

20. This Agreement is subject to ratification by the Legislature ot the Republic of 
Liberia, and upon such ratification being obtained the I resident of the Republic will 
write to His Britannic Majesty’s Foreign Office a letter in the terms ot the draft set out 
in the Schedule hereto, and this Agreement is also entered into by the Company subject 
to the ratification hereof by its shareholders at an extraordinary general meeting to be 

called for that purpose. , . , , n n '* - «- - * , ™ 

21 T3lo Whole of the foregoing is dependent upon His Britannic Majesty s foreign 

Office consenting to coin in uni cute- l tit? above* nusiitio tied leL' i "... !. rc^cn t J lo Lrlaiigcrs, 
accompanied by a copy of the reply thereto couched in terms similar to those of 
Sir Edward Grey's letter of the 30th January, 1906, to the Company. 

22 . The intention of the Liberian Government in entering into this readjustment is 
neither to diminish nor to enlarge the terms and conditions ot the Agreement m I9Gb 
inti the Act relating thereto, Iiul lu keep strictly within the sime ho far an the loan of 

100 , 1 ) 00 /. is concerned, . , . 

23. 1 he iit]q 'ErIangiirs" means and includes the present firm party hereto as 
constituted from Lime to time and their successors in business and Lhcir assigns, and 


the title “ the Company " means the Liberian Development Company Chartered axil 
Limited and its successors and assigns, 

Afl witness the hands of— 

On behalf of the Liberian Government, 

(Signed) HEKRY UAYMAN. 

Emile Erl anger and Co. t 

(Signed) Emile jg, u’erlanger. 

For the Liberian Development. Company 
(Chartered and Limited), 

(Signed) H, II. JOHNSTON, A/aaoifinjf Director. 

Witnesses to all the said signatures: 

(Signed) Alfred Hkubuiit B^tjkdell, Solicitor, 

16 h Serjeant's Inn* Fleet Street, London. 

L. IfAvu an. Merchant, 

B. Coleman Street, London, 


Tlte Schedule. 

" Fully recognising the necessity of inspiring foreigners with confidence in our 
financial standing by placing our Customs under the inspection of European officials ftfl 
we* done by our National Legislature by the Act of 1906, now, in conformity with the 
verbal understanding arrived at with the Foreign Office during my visit to London in 
September, 1007, and with the approval of my Legislature since obtained, I have the 
honour to request that the British Government shall continue, without any infringement 
of the sovereign rtghla of Liberia, to assist our Republic in further organising and 
developing our system of ctutoma, 

“I pledge myself with the sanction of my Legislature that none of the European 
Customs officials appointed npon the recommendation of the British Government shall, 
except as provided in thu said Act, be removed, uud if removed, shall be replaced in 
accord with the British Government, so long fli any moneys shall remain outstanding 
on the Ioann which have been or may be raised with the cognizance of the British 
Government. 1 ' 

Approved, subject to the amendments of the Legislature attached hereto mid letters 
explaining same, 

(Signed) ARTHUft BARCLAY* 

President of Liberia* 

I hereby certify that the signature hereon Ls that of the Honourable Arthur Barclay, 
President of Liberia. 

(Signed) Bra it u waite Wailu, 

Hit Britannic Majesty's Consul, 

February 6, 1908. 

(Stamp of Consulate.) 


(Stamp of Consular Service.) 
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No. 5$, 


Atr, Bryce to Sir Edward Grey*-—[Reteioed June l-L) 


(No. 3. Africa.) „ _ ,. . . 

g| r Jun# 5 r 1008. 

IN a conversation which I hud yesterday with Mr. Root be raised llm subject of 
Liberia, informing me that a deputation from that country had recently come hoping 
for the good offices of the United States, and in particular asking that the United 
States would— 

(a.) Guarantee the territorial iiidepeadenoe and integrity of the Republic, 

[L) Endeavour to obtain for it Arbitration Treaties with Great Britain, France, 

and Germany. . 

(c.) Join in subsidizing a now line of steamers to Liberia. _ 

(d.) Loml ( he Liberian Government American officials qualified to assist them in 
reforming flaeir fiscal system and military organization. 


[1591] 
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The Liberian Government would appear to have been frightened out of its sea bps 
by a despatch received from Hls Majesty's Government calling its attention to its 
various faults, and warning it of the eon sequences which must follow from the line of 
conduct it was pursuing. This deputation was the result. He bad received and heard 
its ease, and it waa now' going to Europe, but whether first to Germany or England he 
did not appear to know. I gathered that the Liberians had some hope of playing off 
Germany against Great Britain and France, and the Woerraoim R team-ship Line soema 
to count for something in the matter. Mr. Bacon, who was present, volunteered the 
statement that the German Embassy had been evincing, by inquiries it had made, a 
lively interest in Liberian affairs, 

Mr. Root observed that the United States could not but take a sympathetic 
interest in the welfare of Liberia, in the founding of which it had borne a part. The 
negro race had in only two parts of the world a chance of independent political life, 
and it was deplorable that both in Hayti and Liberia the results were so unsatisfactory. 
Liberia was apparently going backward, and ho cited an article by an American 
missionary to the effect that after twenty years she found the country in every respect 
worse than it had been, and that its best chance would bo to become a British Colony. 
It was no part of the United States' policy to interfere, but lie hoped that Liberia 
would be allowed to continue ns an independent State, lie recognized the favours 
which Great Britain had conferred on the country in earlier days, and seemed to 
attribute its present difficulties largely to the existence of a mass of uncivilized blacks 
whom the Liberian Government was unable to control. 

Aft respects the delimitation of boundaries effected with Frahce* he seemed to 
consider that the rights enjoyed by the French of policing within the Liberian frontier 
might be a ground for apprehending further difficulties, so that boundary questions 
with France could by no means be considered as disposed of. 

Premising that I bad no instructions on the subject, and knew nothing more of 
it than what 1 had gathered from papers 1 had seen, l told him that the corruption 
and incompetence of the more or less civilized Liberians on the coast was at least as 
grave an evil ns the barbarism of the blacks in the interior and described shortly the 
difficulties which the Government of Sierra Leone found in having such impossible 
neighbours, as the Liberians had shown themselves to he. 1 observed that fits 
Majesty s Government had not, ns lie knew, any desire to take over such a country, 
but that, something would evidently have to lie done to remove the evils which the 
despatch above referred to had described. It was plain that the Liberians would not 
and could not reform themselves. Possibly the aid of officials from a civilized 
country could help them if they would listen to and could profit by the advice given 
them. 

Mr, Root again disclaimed any intention of interfering, and be appeared to mo 
to have brought the matter up rather in fulfilment of some undertaking given to the 
deputation to express the sympathetic interest felt by the United States than with 
any view of taking any sort of action. Me said that his Government had been 
thinking of sending a small Commission of Inquiry to consider and report whether 
the United States could lend them a fen officials or tlo anything else ter them, A 
guarantee of territorial integrity, a steam ship subsidy, or a loan were out of die 
question, and he did not know whether lie would even go so far as to send the 
Commission. 

, I have, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES BRYCE, 


[20431] 


No. 50. 


Consul Wallis to Sir Eduard Grey .— (Received June 13,) 

(No. Ifi.) 

(Telegraphic,) P. Sierra Leone, June 13, JDGS 

ANGLO LIBERIAN boundary. 

I have received your despatch No. 2^ of the 1st May, and consider that If is 
Majesty’s Government should waist on their original suggestion for a settlement of 
this question. For the honour of 11 is Majesty 5 * Govern meat and the peace of the 
country we ought not to deserf the loyal Chief Unbuild a. 

Care should be taken that thb advice of mine should not come to the knowledge 
of the Libewiiiii Government, 


[20225] 
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Foreign Office to Consul Wallis. 

(No. 37.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 17, 1908- 

MTI’t! reference to the telegram from this Department nf the 22nd April list 
relative to the application of Major Cadell to be allowed to recruit a certain number 
of non-commissioned officers and men from Sierra Leone for the Liberian frontier 
force, [ am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to inform you that, although the 
Secretary of State for tlm Colonies lias not been able to permit the recruitment of 
rank and file fur the force, he has consented to the recruitment of six non-commissioned 
officers on condition that the Liberian Government will afford a written gnurantee 
for the punctual payment, welfare, and due return to Sierra Leone of the nou-comtms* 
atoned officers so engaged, 

"Mr. IV. J. Lament has already expressed his willingness to guarantee temporarily 
the payment of these men, and I am to request that you will now approach President 
Barclay with a view to obtaining the formal written guarantee of the Liberian 
Government in the matter. 

T have, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[20403J 


No. QL 


Sir Edward Greg to Mr. Bryce. 

(No. 9. Africa.) 

Sir, Foreign Office t June 22, 1U0S. 

I HAVE received your Excellency's despatch No. 3, Africa, of the 5th instant, 
reporting a conversation you have hud with Mr. Ruot on the subject of the affairs of 
the Liberian Republic, I approve the language used by your Excellency on this 


occasion. 


With regard to the question of the loan to Liberia of some American Govern¬ 
ment officials qualified to assist them in reforming their fiscal system and military 
organisation, it will be well if your Excellency wifi lake an opportunity of reminding 
Mr. Root that Ilia Majesty’s Government, as he is doubtless already aware, have, at 
the request of the Liberian, Government, lent them tin 1 service* of some officials to 
manage their Customs I JepartEieiit, and that on Englishman lias also been appointed 
to organize their frontier police force, 

I am. See. 

(Signed) E. GREY, 


[20431] Ho* G2, 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

(Confident] rd.) 

Sir, Foreign Off. ire* June 24, 190$. 

WITH reference to the letter from your Department of the 10th April last, I am 
directed by Secretory Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, for the Earl of Crewe’s 
information, a copy of a despatch recently addressed to His Majesty’s Consul at 
Monrovia,* together with a paraphrase of his telegraphic reply thereto,! on the 
subject of the proposals for the rectification of the frontier between Liberia and 
Sierra Leone. 

As Jjord Crewe is already aware, the negotiations with Liberia wore temporarily 
suspended in March last, at. Captain Wallis’ suggestion, who thought that the 
boundary settlement might, if necessary, Ire used as a lever :it a later period ro induce 
the Liberian Government to accept certain reform* in other Department^ 

It was, however, fully understood that, although postponed, the proposals for the 
rectification of the frontier should on no account be dropped. 

Although Captain Wallis was furnished with a copy of your letter of. tho 
lOlh April, it would appear to be as well to remind him that, as is quite evidenl Rom 


* No. 55 . 
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the terms of that letter, there lias never been mi)' intention of nliandonmj; lie 
proposals for the frontier, ami that he should, when he considers it advisable, 
approach the Liberian Government un the subject, 

PI I am to inclose herewith & draft of the despatch which, with ton! Crewe s 
concurrence, Sir E. Grey proposes to address to Captain M all is on 1 lie subjects 

1 am i tfcc-« 

(Signed) W. LAXGLEY. 


22642] No ' 6S - 

Mr. WHtelavi Reid ta Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Jane 30.) 

gj /Jirtrftcflrt Embassy, June 2p 4 IStOb. 

' IK view of a request preferred by the three Commissioners of Liberia now in 
Washington on a Diplomatic Mission,aa well as in view of the old Agreement between 
Uis Majesty's Government and that uf the United States about their special interest 
in the independence of the Liberian Bc]>uhlic, I am instructed to eay that theGoverti- 
ment of the United States still maintains a special interest m the welfare of Liberia* 
arising from the circumstances under which the settlement of the country w&a made, 
and is very desirous now to lie of assist ance to I be Liberians.. . t 

Recalling the Agreement referral to (made on the initiative of His s 

Government on the Hih March, 1807, concurred m by ns on the 13th March, L■■>*), no 
should lie glad to have y our views as to how the two Govommentsopuld best co-operate 

at the present time towards promoting the welfare of Liberia 

1 I have, &c. 

(Signed) WUITELAW REID. 


[23022] Ko. 61 

Colonial office to Foreign OJJSe*.—(Reamed July 4.) 

g* Downing Street, July 3, 1GOS. 

1 ’ I AM directed by the Earl of Crewe to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 1st May, indoing a copy of correspondence with 1 1 is Majesty s Consul at 
Monrovia on the subject of the general condition of Liberia, and inquiring wheiher a 
perusal of these documents leads his Lordship to modify m any respect the views 
expressed in the letter from this Office on the 20th March last. . r , 

2, In reply I am to request you to inform Secretary Sir U Grey that Lord 
Crewe adheres to the view expressed by hU predecessor m the tetter roferns] to, and 
that it appear* to his Lordship Umt the state of affairs desenbed m Captam _WJUa 
despatch of the 12th March could only be token into account, if at nil, ^ ^ IU H‘ 
reason for urging the proposed readjustment of the boundary Iho whole object of 
tliTrend\ustmen?, in only « very trifling amount of territory is ten yed is to 

diminish the risk of further troubles with the Frontier tribes bj separating the Koiiuo 
country from the KLasi country, whose inhabitants are traditionally hostile to the 
Konnos; and the necessity for taking such a precaution becomes all the greater^ him 
iL appears that the Liberian Government are not likely to be ma position to co-operate 

in T ZXlX" tl.e optota, that tho qaatta of *. 
boundary should be takdi up seriously as soon ua matters of internal reform become 

1656 Tltm to express his concurrence in the terms of the draft despatch to Captain 
Wallis inclosed in your letter of the Mth ultimo, which has just been recmwl 

J am, &e, 

(Signed) FKABC1S J. S, HOIU1 OOI). 


[23436] 
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No, 05. 

Board of Cuslomt to Foreign Office ^(Received July 7.) 

Custom HoutWt London, July 0,1908* 

' I AM directed bv the Board of Customs to transmit, tor the information of the 
Secretary of State for' Foreign Affairs, the indeed copy of a Jotter which they have 
received from Mr. Lament, Financial Adviser to the Government of Liberia, rdatm 
to the seconding of three officers of this Department tor service ill Liberia. 

If the Secretary of State concurs in the proposal to second the officer as deaireil, 
the Board would ho glad to receive the usual official request, and they will then as 

the Treasury to grant the officers special leave. . , . , 

1 am to add that requests to serve in Liberia have been received from two officers 
and transmitted to the Treasury, but their LordsMps stated that, they could not grant 
tbo special leave requested unites the amusement* were recommended hy the atuLUiry 

of State for Foreign Affairs as being “for the public interest.” 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) R. HBKDEESOK 


I □closure in No. 05, 

Mr. Lament to Board of 

Honourable Sire, Linn Eric hi, Mary field, Dundee, July 2, 190S. 

I U AYE the honour to state, with reference to my application for the seconding 
of three officer* from vour service to that of the Liberian Customs, that l am now 
informed by the Right Honourable Sir Edward Grey, Principal Secretary of state for 
Foreign Affairs, that he docs not intend to deprecate the release of three officers trom 
your service for the purpose indicated. The following provisos are stipulated for by 
His Majesty f s Foreign Office, via,:—That if at any time the Liberian Government chose 
to dispense* with the services of these officers, Lis Majesty a Goverameiiti shout d not 
interfere with the internal affairs of Liberia to the extent of insisting onit hew retentmu; 
all that His Majesty's Government would do would lie to claim on their bendl such 
compensation for them as their individual contracts might entitle them to receiu-. or 
as any British subject would he entitled to any where if taualy treated. 

Oil behalf of the Liberian Government and his Excellency I resident Arthur 
Barclay, from whom l hold full authority to give pledges and security m this matter, 
I would beg most respectfully to assure the honourable Commissioners Ahzii m wcur'iiff 
the services'of officers from fhtsir service, such provisos as have been above stated shall 
be dearly understood as attaching to their appointments, mid 1 am in a position to 
fully pledge myself on behalf of the Liberian Government to that effect 

" I should like to assure the honourable Commissioner!? that [ shall in every way 
safeguard the interests of any officers they may he kind enou gh to second, to Liberian 
service; the individual officers l have in view arc well assured of this, I might mention 

already. ^ Moiesty's Government now merely await a communication from the 
honourable Board through the Lords of the Treasury to convey the nectary ^notion, 
I would most respect fully again submit that the proposal to second three officers to 
Liberian service he again given the favourable consideration of ilie honourable Board, 
and that the same may he transmitted to His Majesty's Foreign Office fur ratification. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ML P. LAXfONT, 

Chief Inspector of Customs am 
Financial Adeiser to the Govern¬ 
ment of Liberia, 


S 
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No. 6G. 

Colonial Office to Fbmgn Office.—(Received July 8,) 


Sir* Dflirniflj Street, July 7* 190$. 

WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 11th ultimo on the subject 
of the proposed enlistment in Sierra Leone of non-commissioned officers for the Liberum 
Frontier Force, I am directed by the Earl of Qrewe to transmit to you the accompanying 
copy of & telegram from the Officer Administering flic Government of Sierra Leone 
explaining that the number stated in the Governors despatch of the 7th Mutch should 
Ihcve been sixteen instead of six. 

2. Lord Crewe has telegraphed in reply that he approves of the enlistment of 
sixteen non-commissioned officers on the understanding that no non-commissioned 
officers will ho taken from the Sierra Leone Battalion of the West African Frontier 
Force without the concurrence of the Officer Commanding* and his Lordship would he 
obliged if Sir E. Grey would toke steps to have the formal guarantee to he given by 
the Liberian Government extended to that number, and to obtain from Mr. Lament 
the provisional assurance referred to in the previous correspondence iu respect of the 
ten additional non-commissioned officers. 

I am, 

(Signed) IG L. ANTRGRUS. 


Inclosure In No. GO. 

The Officer Administering the Government of Sierra Leone to the Burl of Creive. 

(Telegraphic.) [RffreitW, Jana 26, 1GOS.] 

REFERRING to Probyn's Confidential despatch of the 7th March* your telegram 
of the 25th April. Number given in Governor's despatch should have been sixteen. 
Do you approve increase ? I am satisfied with guarantee offered. 


[24287] 


(No. 23.) 
ftclograj 


No. 67. 

Consul WaltU to Sir Edward Grey. —{ July 13.) 


legraphic.) 1\ 
REFORMS. 


.vtoaropta, July 13, 1008- 


Conld you approach the United States’ Government with a view to the Liberian 
Delegates now m America being informed that in the opinion of United Stated 
Government the advice given by His Majesty's Government on the subject of reforms 
is sound and should bo followed ? 

President Barclay considers such, action would greatly assist the reforms. 


[24287] No. 68* 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Howard. 

(No. 4. Africa.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 15. 1008. 

LIBERIAN reforms. 

The United Slates* Government should be informed of the substance of Consul 
Wallis' telegram No. 23, which lias been repeated to you. 


[23430] 


No. 69. 


Foreign Office to Customs. 

Sir, Foreign Office. July 17* 1908* 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E* Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 6th instant ndative to the seconding of three officers of the Customs Depart* 
incut for service In LibeidUb I am to state in reply that in Sir E. Grey’s opinion these 
appointments would be for the public interest. As regards the position of these 
officers, Sir E. Grey lias already explained to Mr, W, ,f. Lament that it is not the 
intention of Ilia Majesty's Government to inter to to in the internal affairs of Liberia 
to fcho extent of insisting upon their retention, If the Liberian Government wore to 
throw them ovor or dismiss them, all that ho would be prepare] to do would he to 
claim such compensation for them as their individual contracts with the Liberian 
Government might entitle them to receive, or as any British subjects would ho entitled 
to anywhere, if they were badly treated. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) F. A. CAMPBELL. 


[24944] fro- 70. 

M* Cambon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Rectified July 18.) 

de France, Londres, 

M + le Secretaire d'etat, _ le 17 Juitlet, 1908. 

EX accusant reception ii M, to Ministry des Affaires Etrang&ea de France d'uvno 
communication relative » In Convention eondue entre 1c Gauvaniement de la 
Rdpubliquc ct le Gouvemement de Liberia pour la delimitation do la frnntifrre 
Franru'Ltbdricmie* le Chtirgi! d*Affaires dWnglctmTc h Fans a bivn voulu donner& 
M. Pichon corf nines indications stir tes ndgociations engagdes entre les Gouvernementa 
BiitanuiObc et Libcrien au sujet dc modifications qui semient apportoes iu tmefi de la 
frontRrc Anglo-LiWriflnne* 

11 n’n pa& dto possible an Gouvernement Francis de se faire une idde precise des 
changcrnents qu N il semit question d'apportor h la frontiers du Liberia cn raison de 
rincertitude des denudes gdograpliiques quo Ida pos&do sur cos regions et de rinsuffi- 
sfinej“ des carles qui cn ont 4ti dress£es r II rdsulta toutetois deft renseignuments 
fournis par lHonourable Reginald Lister— 

1. Quo la substitution dc la BjviW Mrli ii la fronti&re aotudlc do Sierra-Leone 
eutre Tembicundo ct la RiviSre Moo, nitrate pour r&ultat ddnlover aux possessions 
Francoises un territoim considerable, sans qu'il soit certain qu’uue compensation 
tfquivalente soil attribute h la France; 

2. Quc to domination du Gcuivemement Rritanmque ftemit substitute a 
L'autoritA d m la Rdpubliquo dc Liberia sur une region tftoaditc situde sur !a rive 
gauche de la Moa : 

3. Que le Gouvcrnemcnt Anglais domandcrait an Gouverncmont de Ja 
Itopublique de renoncer aux droits otclusifa qu'il a oh tonus stir la Rivi&ro Moa ©a 
aeeeptaut quo la frontier© suit furnace par le thalweg de cette riviere. 

Qnoiqiio cette derntoro concession ne suit pas Rune importance considerable, le 
Gauvemement dc la EdpubUquc regtetto qtdil no lul soit pas possible dc Vacccptcr. 
Cette modi flea! ion opj>ortde it Vdtnt do diodes resultant do 3a Convention tie 1907 
entrain era it, en ettot, la ntfecsnito d'obtenir un vote du Parlement Eranpais* auqud 
farrangcirtent on question a sounds, ct il scmble difficile de demandor aus 
Chambrcs do eon sent ir f si bref debii apr^ la odnelusion de cot. Accord, it une modifi¬ 
cation du territoire de la Gurnee Frailifaise. 

D 1 autre part, sans parlor des aacriScci torri tori mix qui |«iraissciii. devoir etre 
demand^ it la France, le Gouvcmemont Frtmgais perdmit, du fait dc la uessiun par 
lo Lilierin h la Grande-Bretagne des cantons siiiu-s sur In rivo giiuehc de la Moa, 
certains droits de police qui lui ^ont eoucediLs 6ventueilemcnt sur ccs pays voisLos de 
la fronti^re Fran^aisc. 11 y a lieu dc notcr qu'aux tonnes do 3'Article u de la 

■ Foreign iinieo dosjjfttdi to Sir F. Hbrtie, So, fi-l, Africa, Dwsflinber I0j iiHJ? [ WClSh 















Convention Franco* Lib&rtanRD du 8 I)£ccnibre 3 1802, main term cxpresidment par 
FAccord do 1007 (Article 4), le GouverncraeDt de lit Hdpublique a stipule cju + il no 
fi'engflgeait "quo vis-Avis do la Ftopublique Libfirienne librti et imldpcrtdante,atfaisait 
touted idoerves pour !c cas oft cotto indtfpcndanco so trouverait atteinte, cm jiour lo cas 
ok la R£publlque tie Liberia fora it abandon d'une pnrtie quelconqoc des temtoiras qui 
lui sent reconnuH.'* 

Sans voulofr se refuser A examiner dan® qttelles conditions i] pourrait so printer 
it accepter les modifications proposes on tmed de la frontiAre Anglo-Lib^rierme, lo 
Gonverncinent do la R^publiquc ne pout done quo ruservor son opinion jnsqu’au 
moment m't de? donnas plus precises lui permettrout d'flpprftckr eXUctem&nt les 
rdsultnts quo lea c Enin gem cuts propos&H peuvent avoir pour la situation de ses po&$t;s- 
hiEona vomuee; et il nnra* tens doute, k demander qu’il lui soit possible do jtuetiDar au 
Parlement les concessions qui lui seraient demanddes par 1'adht sion dn Cabinet de 
Londres aux ddsirs qtdil pourruit avoir a ibrmukr sur d’autfos points. 

Jc crois devoir saisir l’occagum do rette note pour nigmiler il voire Excellence 
que k Mission Fran^aise de Delimitation rie la Frontiihe Franco-Ubdrienne doit 
traverser proebatnement la zone oil, d’am&s la communication ei-desaus mention n6a 
du Charge d'Affaires d’Angletertc it Flnris, m trouvent des posies Anglais. Le 
Uouvemement I’rmifais sernit heureux, en vue d’^vitcr tout incident, quo ecux-ei 
fnsaeut proven us d’&vtmcc du passage du CommiBaaire Frsnjais, M. ilichaud, et des 
collabornteurs. 

Veuillez, &c, 

(Sign6) PAUL GAMBON. 



[23540] No- 11. 

Foreign Office to Consul ITallit* 

(No. 40.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July IS, 1908. 

W ITH reference to my despatch No, 37 of the 17th ultimo, I am directed by 
Secretary Sir E, Grey to inform yon that an error occurred in the telegram from the 
Government of Sierra Leone* mid that it now appears that the number of non- 
coTumiseioncxI officers required for the Liberian Frontier Force is sixteen instead of six. 

The recruitment, of this number in Sierra Leone lias been sanctioned, but it will 
be necessary for you, in approaching President Barclay on the* subject of the formal 
guarantee for the punctual payment, welfare, and due return, Ac., of the uon- 
comnni&doned officers engaged by the Liberian authorities, to include the extra ten 
men whose enlistment has now been sanctioned. 

I am, Ac, 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY, 


[25494] No. 72. 

.Ur, Howard to Sir Edward Grey ,— (Received July 22.) 

(No. 3 + Africa.) 

{J olographic,) 1\ Washington, July 22, 1908. 

LIBERIAN reforms. 

As instructed by your telegram No. 1, Africa, of the 15th instant* I made a 
communication to the Acting Secretary of State yesterday. The Liberian Delegation 
1ms. lie informed me, already left for Europe* but, prior to tlieir departure* Mr. Hoot 
told them that the United States 1 Government would not take any action to assist the 
Liberian Republic without previous consultation with His Majestyk Government* and 
impressed on them the necessity of following His Majesty's Government's advice a& 
regards reforms. Mr, Root had id so induced Mr, Booker Yv nuluu g Lon to tender them 
the same advice. 

A white Consul-General is being sent out to Liberia with instructions to draw up 
a report, on the receipt of which a further communication will probably lie addressed 
to you by the United Stab's’ Government. 


Oil 

* i a 

[25494] No. 73. 



Sir Edward Grey to Consul Wallis, 

(No. 11.) 

(Telegraphic,) P. Forty* Office, July 23, 1908. 

REFORMS. 

The following telegram has been received From Washing to a in reply to your 
telegram No. 23 of the 13th July. 


[Repeats Mr. Howard’s telegram No. 2, Africa, of July 22, 1008,] 


The substance should, he communicated to President Barclay 3 and you should 
make it quite clear to him that the co-operation of the United States’ Government in 
sending an American Consul la welcomed by His Majesty'& Government. 

Your attitude towards the new Consul will, of course* be of the friendliest 
description. 


[22542] No. 74, 

Sir Edward Grey fa Mr. Wldtehw Retd. 

Your Excellency* Foreign Office, July 23, 1998. 

1 HAVE the her)our to ackrsoivledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note of the 
29th ultimo, m which, after calling attention to the special interest felt by your 
Excellency's Government an maintaining the independence of the Liberian Republic, ag 
borne out by the notes exchanged between the British and United States’ Governments in 
March 1897* yon request the views of His Majesty’s Government ns to the heat nuimier 
in which the Government of the United States could at the present time co-operate 
with His Majesty's Government in order to promote the welfare of Liberia. 

As your Excellency is aware, the interest felt hy the Government of the United 
Siaten is fully shared by Hts Majesty’s Government* who at the requebt of the Liberian 
authorities themselves have lent to them the services of certain officials to assist in 
reorganizing iheir Customs and their Frontier Police Force. Mr, M . J. Lament* who 
has been intrusted with line reorganization of the Customs, lias already been able to 
increase considerably the revenue derived from this branch of the administration* and 
bos succeeded* it is hoped, hy his methods in introducing a more healthy tone into the 
Customs Department. 

He has also recently been appointed hy the Liberian Government to be the 
Financial Adviser* and there is reason to hope that his advice may lead to an improve¬ 
ment in the administration of that Department, 

As [ had the honour to explain in March loaf to the United States 1 Charge 
d’Artftires* His Majesty's Government have, in any measures they may be called upon to 
take in Liberia, no designs whatever upon the independence or integrity of (lie country* 
and they do not intend to undertake any responsibility with regard to it. The services 
of British officials have been lent to the Liberians solely with a view to the better 
preservation of order, more puiticnkrly ill that part of Liberia which marches with 
Sierra Leone, and improved administration. 

The French Government also, as your Excellency is doubtless aware, take a special 
interest iu the affairs of the Republic, and His Majesty’s Government have already 
assured them that they would ItavL.- no objection to the services of some French officials 
being lent tor the same objects as the British official.-. It is doubtful, there to re, 
whether there is at the present lime any scope for the co-opera lion of the 1 idled 
States’ Government in the C 1 us toms or Police* and if they desire to render ictivc 
assistance to the Lihemn Government they will perhaps prefer to direct their attention 
to other branches of the Administration, which are sis urgently in need of reform, 

Thai reform a are required in one other branch at leant His Mujerty’a Government 
have reason to know, for among the chief dillictiltica which His Majesty’s Government 
experience in regard to Liberia are the frequent eoniplaiuta received from British 
subjects as to the treatment they receive iti the Liberian Uourts. If, therefore, the 
United Status’ Government could ^ue their waiyto introducingreforms into the judiciary, 
either bv lending the service* of an official to ad ai Judicial Adviser or ici some other 

[1501] T 
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manner, much good would, in the opinion of Rift Majesty's Government, be derived not 
only by the various subjects of foreign nationalities resident in the country, but also by 
the Liberians themselves. 

While calling attention more especially to thin one branch of the Administration, 
which has been a frequent source of trouble, I need hardly add that His Majesty 1 e 
Government would welcome the co-operation of the Government of the United States 
with (hem in Liberia in any other manner which may appear more suitable or more 
desirable on a consideration of all the circumstances. 

It appears to His .Majesty's Government that the main risk to the future of Liberia 
arises from the inefficiency of Liberian administration eff their own affairs, especially in 
matters of finance, and any suggestion which the United States might see lit to give 
them to follow the advice of such foreigners aa they have themselves engaged to help 
in [heir Ad in mist ration would have a beneficial effect 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) E. OBEY. 


[25793] No. 75- 

C'cnsruf FTtfito to Sir Edward GrOf.—(Received July 2D.) 

(No. 65- Confidential.) 

Sir, Monrovia, July 7, 1906* 

I SHALL reply in full to Mr. Langley's despatch No. 27 of the 60th April last 
when I have recovered sufficiently from my illness to enable me to do so. 

In that reply l shall earnestly bug His Majesty's Government to follow the 
recommendations already made by me, the man on the spot, on the subject of reform 
in this country. If Ills Majesty's Government do not seo their way to extend the 
reforms as stated in my despatch No. 14, then I strongly recommend them to abandon 
at once and for ever any further attempts to bolster up this miserable Government by 
what only amounts to half-hearted measures, which must load to failure and chaos. 
By insisting upon further control, Elis Majesty’s Government will in no wfiy give the 
impression that they are in any way intertaring with lho independence of or assuming 
responsibility for the affairs in the country. On the contrary, with the extended 
reforms in fnll swing, the very opposite impression will !>e produced. 1 have always 
been very careful throughout tins trying business to convey the impression fclis 
Majesty's Government desired conveyed, and to a large extent liavo succeeded. As 
to the Financial Memorandum, it was either that or failure, and I wanted no failure. 
The treasury is the key to tho whole situation. 

President Barclay desires His Majesty's Government to insist on further reform. 
He feels that nothing will ever be done here without drastic measures, and hia 
Excellency is at tlio present moment actually looking for the help and support of 
His Majesty’s Government. * shall make a full report upon this subject later. He is 
powerless to net further without some pressure from outside sources. 

His Excellency wants tho* United States' Government to tell tbs Liberian Mission 
which is now in America dial they must at once put their house in order and be 
guided by what Hi* Majesty's Government have advised them to do. If His Majesty 's 
Government can get the Uuiti?d States 1 Government to toll the Liberian Delegates 
this, it would be of the greatest assistance in helping on the reforms in this country. 
But no time should be lost in approaching Washington on. the subject. 

I hare, 5tc, 

(Sign ed) B R AITHWAITE WALL IS. 


[25824] No. 76. 

Colonwl Qjjice to Foreign Office. —(Rccfic^nf July 25.} 

THE ITnder-Secretary of State for tire Colonies presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire, and is directed by the Secretary of State to 
transmit, for (ho information of Secretary Sir Edward ■ rcy, with reference to the tetter 
from (he Colonial Department of the 20th December last, a copy of correapoudenco 
on the fi abject of the Fninco^Liberiftu Boundary Com miss ion. 

Downing Street, July 2i, 1SJ0S, 
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Indosure 1 in No, 7H 

Hcimj Governor Haddon-Smith -to the Earl of Crewe , 

(Confidential.) * Government Home, Freetown^ Siert# Leone, 

My Lord* June 20, 1906* 

REFERRING to Lord Elgin's despatch of tho 20th December, 1907, I 
have the honour to state that f ant informed that tho plans of the Fraueo-LEberian 
Boundary Commission liavo been altered, and that, instead of commencing work from 
Cavelly, the Commission Lae proceeded inland from Conakry, and is working in the 
direction of Kan re Lah un, I am also informed that the Dutch officers employed on 
behalf of the Liberian Government have Qo escort of their own, but that the Commission 
is accompanied by n French escort of 200 Senegalese troops. J presume tliat T as the 
boundary is to ho fixed at the junction of the Mitkona (Moa) River with the Mafsesa, 
the Commission will not go to Kanre Lahum Tf it wore to do so, 1 fear the sudden 
appearance nf such a Wge number ef French troops will alarm the natives. 

I have, however, instructed Major Ijo Metfurier to proceed to Kanre Latum and 
inform Fa Bund a of tho probable arrival of the Commission in the country adjacent 
to Kan re Luhun, and to explain to him the reason of the presence of the dom mission 
iu his territory. I have also instructed Major Meeurier to gel into cornimm[cation 
with the officer in charge of the Commission, mid to explain to him that it would he 
advisable, iu'order to avoid any possibility of causing alarm, if he could arrange for 
the escort not to enter Kanm T-ahun, as at present, with the permission of Liberia, our 
troops fire in occupation of that town. T have asked Major La Mesurier in addition to 
show every attention to the Dutch officers, as requested in paragraph 2 of the above 
despatch, to extend the flame hospitality to the French officers, and, on behalf of this 
Government, to offer the loiter any sited stance which they may require. And this, 1 
take it, will be in accordance with your Lordshipb wishes, as expressed in a Memorandum 
attached to Mr. Antrobus’s letter of the 4th October, 1907, to the Tinder-Secretary gf 
State for Foreign Affairs, which is inclosed in Wd Elgin’s Coniidential despatch of the 
llffi February, 

I have, 

(Signed) G. B. HADDON-SMITR 


Inciosure 2 in No. 7(L 

Tile E f irl of Crewe to Acting Governor Haddon-Smith. 

Downing Street, July 24, 1908, 

I 11A A E the honour to acknowledge? the receipt of your Confidential despatch of 
Dm 26th ultimo, reporting the alteration in the plans of the FranooLaberian Boundary 
Commission, and to convey to yon rny approval of the instructions which you have 
issued to Major Le Mesurier, aa reported in your despatch. 

T hove, &c. 

(Signed) CREWE, 


(Contident ini.) 
Sir, 


[25946J 


No* 77. 


Count de Solis to Sir Edward Greg. — ^(Received July 27.) 

(No, 64. Africa.) 

Berlin, July 34, DOS, 

M ITH reference to Mr. Bryce's despatch No. 3, Africa, of the 5th ultimo, I have 
the honour to report that the Liberian Mission has arrived in Berlin and was formally 
received by Herr von Sclidn yesterday. The Mission consists of an ex-Bresident of 
the Republic, Mr, Gibson; the present Yicc-Pmsideni, Mr. Hessen ; Mr, Dunbar, a 
barrister; and an interpreter. They are lodged at the Kaiserhof Hotel as flic guests 
of the Empire, and it is (bought that their visit may lie of some duration. It is 
announced that the object of the ,\1 l&siou is to conclude a Commercial Treaty between 
Liberia and Germany, and conferences Instthe members of the Mission and 
the official of tho Foreign Office arc to commence to-day. 













■ ; 


The wrs welcome the arrival of the Envoy* and look upon the condition of a 
Commwffi^r^tU approval. In order that the fullest tdf-ntm may he taken 
of the visit, the "khlnSache 55eitung ” uTge* that the whole territory of Liberia should 
Ee thrown open to German commerce, and that it should no 

a few ports, By this means the interior of Liberia, which is at present hut little 
known, will be developed. 


(Signed) 


1 have, 


,L de SALIS. 


[24944] 


No. 78. 

Foreign Officr fa Coiflftiaf Qffite. 


a* Foreign Q^cf, Juty 23# 1003* 

r * WITH reference to your latter of the 5ih December, 1907, I am directed by 
Secreterv Sir E. Gray to transmit to you herewith, fur the Earl of Crewe s ii formation, 
a copy of a note from the French Amfamdor* containing certain objections, m 
bolialf 0 f his Government, to the proposed readjustment of the Anglo-Libenan 

boundarj^ ^ ^ Lord Crewe's attention may be specially csOkil to the 

request contained m the final paragraph of M, Gambon a note, to the effect that 
the British poste in the territory in question may he apprised of the passage, at an 
early date, of the French Boundary Commissioner. _ , . 

’ Sir IB. Grey would be glad to receive any observations Lord Crowe may desire to 

offer as to the nature of the reply which should be returne d to M. C am bon. 

I am, Ac, 

(Signed) W, LANGLEY. 


[26050] No - 79 - 

Mr. Havant to Sir Erhmrd Grey. —(KfCfiL^d August 4.) 

^No. 4, Africa*} Ma$sachvsHt» r July 21, 1908. 

DURING a conversation with Mr. Bacon yesterday 1 told him, in accordance with 
vour telegrams Nos. 3 and 4 of the 15th instant, that President Barclay ot Liberia Imd 
expressed the hope to the British Consul-General id Monrovia that the L luted ..trues 
Government might* in its Communications with the Liberian delegation, support the 
a,3vice given by His Majesties Government to the Liberian Government «rt to the 
reforms necessary to bo introduced in the Administration ol Hie Liberian Republic, 

Mr. Bacon said that the delegation had already left the Lmted Mates, »ad were 
now in Europe, where he did not precisely know. IV Idle in Hii* country the Secretary 
of State had strongly impressed on them I he necessity of seeing their house in order, 
and had urged the advisability of their adopting the advice ol IBs Majesty a Government 
in Lecrard to reforms. Mr. Boot had even requested Mr. Booker W ashington to come lo 
Washington to interview the delegation, thinking that such advice would have a 
greater effect on the member* of the delegation ii it came Irani one oi then own race* 
Mr. Booker Washington had done a-* roqnested, and spoken to them in a vary practical 
spirit. Mo took u great interest in their affairs and might possibly go osit to Liberia 
to investigate the state of things in person, I ventured to suggest that ii hu did ho 
it would not be amiss that he should call nl the Foreign Ofhce in Loudon mi hi* return 
and let you know Ins impressions^ ivliic:3i would certainiy be iitlerecting. 

Mt, Booker Washington stands, as you arc doubtless uirore, at i be head of t-hut 
party among the coloured men of the United States who advocate the ujiUlting of their 
rEice by practical methods, such as technical education in crfttte and agrieiihure, in such 
a way os to arouse the I east possible hostility in the southern States; an fact, bin policy 
is the practical one of least resign nee. There are other negro lender-„ eminent men lu 
th4r way* such as Professor Du Rois, -rim aim rather at higher education tor negroes, 
thdr entry into the liberal prirfeariona and immediate acquisition oi complete politicaI 
p.iwqr* which the southern State* at present practically deny to coloured men. I heso tueu 
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arc strongly opposed to the policy of Mr. Booker Washington, f mention tills in order to 
show that the influence of the latter is likely to be useful, as he is a man oi great 
common sense and moderate views. 

Mr, Bacon went on Eo say that Mr. Root had further informed ihe delegation that, 
while the United Staten always took il great interest in their Republic, and, indeed, felt 
thqniHelveh in some sort responsible for its existence* yet they would not take any action 
with regard to Liberia without previously con Milling Great Britain, which had done so 
much in the past for their country. The Delegates bad come, said Mr. Bacon, evidently 
hoping to play off the United States against Great Britain and other European Powers* 
and to receive assistance from the former in raising a loan, lie thought they had left 
America considerably crestfallen. 

Nevertheless his Government felt they hail sonic obligations towards the Liberian 
Republic* nod would be glad to as-dst it if that could be done with the co-operation of 
His Majesty's Government. They were now about to send a white Consul-General: to 
investigate matters on the spot ami report to them, atier which they would probably 
conn m mi cate further with yon on the subject. Mr, Bacon seemed quite to understand 
the situation as described by ConsuLGenernl Wallis, that is to any, tiie poworlossnesH of 
the Liberian Government to rope with the tribe* in the interior and the consequent 
disorders on the Sierra Leone frontier, the general want oi funds, and disorganization of 
the government. He knew &Ro that Ills Majesty 1 * Government bad lent the Liberian 
Government the service* of British officials tor the custom* fid ministration, and l 
mentioned to him chat there wo* aLo nn Engl ish man engaged in re organ iring their 
frontier police. (Set your despatch No. 13 of the 2:2nd -fane.) Further* in view of what you 
had said to Mr, Cotter, us reported in your despatch No. B ol the ‘Jhth March* l added 
that if the United States’ Government would help the Liberians to set their house in 
order ii would be no doubt very welcome Eo His Majesty's Government. 

Mr, Bacon then went on to discus the situationof the negro Republics generally. 
Constitutional government by negroes was an experiment which so far had failed, but 
which, lie thought, we should not allow to eolhpse altogether. With a little help and 
aome tutoring we might help them to work out their own salvation. He had been 
attack by the satisfactory way in which the Santo Domingo uirangy ment mas working,, 
ami perhaps something of the same kind aright be adopted in Liberia and HnylL 
iJnce secure to these countries a regular income, free them from the pressure of loreign 
debt, a d establish them on a sound financiu! basis* and there was good hope that they 
might succeed in governing themselves. The Acting Secretary of State did not 
actually *ay that an arrangement on the Santo Domingo lines would be proposed lor 
Mayti and Liberia, but this was evidently in lijs mind a* a possible solution. I hero ean 
be no doubt as to tin; bond fide wisdi of the United states (*overument to maintain: the 
independence of the negro Republics in question while ofliisting them to keep their 
finances in order. It may* however* be open to question whether the l mted States 
may not lie obliged by force of drcuiNstances to carry intervention. in the W eit Indian 
negm Republics at least, farther than they have yet done in Sms to Domingo. 

Lastly, Mr* Bacon told me that Germany was displaying considerable Interest in 
the affairs of Liberia, anti l L; l t ihe German Chsrgd d A Suites, Count voci Ilatssfehlt* hail 
lately sent him in a Memorandum on the commercial interests of Germany in that 
country mid the extent to which they were being interfered with* arid stating certain 
conditions which the German Government considered necessary for the development ot 
German commerce, A copy of this Memorandum had bent sent to Mr- Wrutekw Reid 
for communication, t understood, to you, and Mr. Bacon said he would have (icon glad 
to show it me hud he hud it with him (we met ut his homo on Long Island and not nfc 
Washington! He considered that it would be unfortunate if any third country were to 
take anv part m the work ot restoring older in Liberia. He added, however, llntt he 
did not believe there would be my alIIIunity in satisfying these German desire^ which 
were only for equal opportunities of trade, security, ^c. t ii ihu country could he ]meifled 
and properly governed. 

I have, Ac, 

(Signed) ESMI3 HOWAIlll, 


[imii 
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No, 80, 


Count ffe Satis to Sir Edward Grey ,—(JfocricctfVlupitff 4.) 

<Na 329.) 

Sir, Berlin, July 28, 190$. 

IN the course of conversation this afternoon 1 remarked to JI err von Sehdu that 
lie hod recently received the Envoys from the Liberian Republic, 

Hcrf vcm Schde replied that ho bad in fact received a formal visit from the 
Envoy*, He was glad to say that they appeared to want very little. To his great 
relief ihey had not said anything about requiring money, and had merely spoken to 
him oi lieing treated by Germany with " bien veil lance." He had invited them to 
lunch, and hud given them good advice as to putting a little order into the administra¬ 
tion of their affairs, with regard to which he had specially mentioned the customs, 
There were two or three German houses in Liberia which were more or less their nidy 
interest in the country. 

I remarked that I understood that some communications had taken place with 
His Majesty's Government regarding the Customs Administration, and that there was 
an idea of lending officials with n view to ijmkiug reform* in that service, 

I alluded to the subject in conversation with the acw American Ambassador, 
Mr. Hill, hut found him disposed to disclaim having either any interest or informal 
tion ns regards the object of the mission. 

The Envoys have gone to Ham burg, 

l have, 

(Signed) J. ms SALIS, 


[23022] No. 81. 


Foreign Office to Gamut Wallis. 

(No, 46.) 

frir, Foreign Office l August 8 r 1908. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to slate that he has received your 
telegram No, 111 of the 13th June relative to tho negotiations for a rectification of the 
boundary between Sierra Leone and Liberia. 

I am to point out to you in reply that although the negotiations were at your 
suggestion temporarily suspended last March, yet, as set forth in the letter from the 
Colonial Office,a copy of which was inclosed in the despatch from this Department, No, 3G 
of the 29th April, His Majesty 3 s Gnverrunen thus never bad any intention of abandoning 
the scheme altogether. There is therefore no question of departing from the original 
suggestions for the boundary, a* you would appear from your telegram to suppose, 

1 am further to in lb mi yen that when you consider it opportune you are 
authorized to approach the Liberian Government in the sense of the proposals 
originally decided upon by llis .Majesty’s Government 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) W. LANGLE Y, 


[27603] 


No. 82, 


Mr. Jenson to Mr. I layman*—{Rcerued at Foreign Office, August 8,) 

Republic of Liberia, Department of State, 
Dear Mr. Dayman, Monrovia, Juh, 13, 1008, 

Ascertain articles ure appearing in the American and European pipers which 
tend to give the impression that the Liberian Envoys who have been recently n ut' to 
the United States of America on a Diplomatic Mission have been instructed to complain 
of the actions of the Governments oE Great Britain and France in their dealing with 
Liberia, l am forwarding herewith a copy of said instructions, in order that you may 
fiee that said articles are without foundation, and inform the British Foreign Office 
accordingly, 

T'jV'IY caidcnt Coleman died suddenly at his residence in Clay-Ashland on Saturday, 
the 11th instant. His remains were interred yesterday with the mud honours. 

Affairs arc quiet here at present, and we arc trying to organize the frontier 
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force* The barracks are being prepared, and the first enlistments will Iw made in 
August nest. 

The French arc urging the Liberian Government, to employ one or more French 
officers cn the force and in (lie Customs, in keeping, ns they claim, with an under¬ 
standing had hr the President with them during his last visit to Paris. 

I am confident that no such understanding was arrived n(,nnd we have decided 
not to make ftueh appointments. Crommelin, however, writes dial the French Govern- 
incut are still urging the claim, and advises that we concede the point, 

I am of i be opinion that, apart from the fact that i he French have no right, to make 
thxsgdomand, it would he a very awkward arrangement to Stave both French and English 
officers to organize tho force, 

Notwithstanding the entente cordiek, the French are very jealous o! the English. 

Discovering loo talc that the .Acts of the last Session of the XaLioun! Legislature 
werfi badly printed, I had them revised, and am sending to you under separata cover 
a number of these for distribution. 

Trusting that this will find you well, I remain, jfee, 

(Signed) F. E. R. JOHNSON. 

In closure in No, 82. 

Mr, Johnson to }fessrx. Gibson, Datum, ond Dunbar, 

Republic of Liberia, Department of Stole, 
Gentlemen, Monrovia, Morcti 2C, 1908, 

THE National Legislature having at its recent Session provided for the dispatch 
of a Diplomatic Mission to the United State* of America, composed of three Envoy* 
Extraor dina ry, His Excellency iho President has bean pleased to appoint you to 
aaid post. 

flic President directs that upon receipt, of this letter of instructions you will 
proceed as soon as possible to the United States, and endeavour to secure the following 
results:— 

I- To arrange an Arbitration Treaty between the Government of the United States 
and i.he Republic of Liberia, 

2. To solicit the aid and assistance of said Government in securing Treaties of 
Arbitration with, other foreign Powers, particularly with France and Great Britain, 
find in securing an arrangement by which the integrity of the Republic might be 
guaranteed. 

^ You wifi endeavour to seenro from the United Slates' Government it* consent 
to ?he temporary transfer or assignment of such negro officials as the President of 
Liberia may select and rer|uesE from fustoms, Postal, Educational, Military, and 
Agricultural Departments for services in similar departments in the Government of 
Liberia. 

■L To ascertain whether the United .States’ Government would join with the 
Government oi Liberia in granting U> fi Company, organized under the laws of cither 
nation, a substantial subsidy for carrying the mails between American and Liberian, 
ports. Said Company should also carry freight and emigrant passengers* 

5, To lay before Chambers of Commerce and Commercial Bureaux infonuarioji 
concerning the potentialities of the country's trade, with tlm view to induce larger 
commercial intercourse between the two countries, lind to ascertain the possibility of 
floating a loan and the conditions upon which the sunn- can lie effected. 

1 have, Ac, 

(Signed) F. E. R, JOHNSON, 

Secretary of State. 


[28144] 


No, 83. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Retched August 13. 


® ,r > Admiralty, August 12, 1903. 

IN reply to your letter of the Sth July, relative to the armament required hv the 
Liberian Government for their steam-yacht "Eros/ 1 I am commanded by my Lords 
Commissioner of the Admiralty to forward herewith, for the In formation of the 
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aft 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire* a statement, showing the arms and a turn unit ion 
■which could toe supplied to the Liberian Government {a) free of charge, and (E>) on 
payment of the amount specified. 

2. I am to state that if the Secretary of State consider*; it desirable on political 
grounds to offer these arms to the Liberian Government, and will obtain the consent 
of the Lords Commissioners of l Lis Majesty's Treasure to their transfer, their Lordships 
will lie prepared to hand them over on payment of flic purchase money* 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) W. GRAHAM GBEENE, 



Indosuru in No. 83. 


Hubs, &g., required hy the Liberian Gorerrunciit* 


FW^riptiou of Gun, &€■ 

Number 

required. 

Remarks. 

1 “ pr«, H c a 1 L 4 § * **■ • * 

1 

tom und MUimmitUMa are not iiraibthLc, but 
ub uridith.rifl] G-pr, «t JJ-pr. 1 loUdlkws ^im 

I I■ 11 Id be Wlp^llod iiu l:uu. If rLNjjuiroa, on 

tLo turiiiH sktivfti boEpw. 

£ 

C'pr. ItowlAha „ .• >, 

s 

j Two surplus g-up.*!, with "purt?" (npnroisk 
mule valuo, 421^.), uuuld Iw Luud frtw 
of -Vn muiiition syfSclent for out¬ 

fit, n.'WL'TvcA, SLrul lujo yi ar'j) pr.ictico, •■vjvlI ■ 

lit p:wt friJiai surpltusea, it eHtidiaW 
roducod.into of 1904 

ISO 

G-pr., recoil mounting? 

% 

Two pKsantingP, <3requirements f&p- 

proxinuite viiiue, ISOf.), cuulJ \xt supplicii 
free of cburije. 


ivpr. UatclikLsa . . *, 

2 

Two surplus lomfl. with “parts" fapproii- 
mnlo vuluo. 3fi2/.), I’ljutq Ihi i*au<i(J free 
of dmjf^i' -tnununition sndteiant for 

outfit, r^tscrVnii, mid iuio juar's practice. 
tivailN'. lc m jiart. fr- mi surpLitsfea, ot tsrti- 
nuiloJ rvduceil rfl.lt' 170 /. 

170 

8 *pr., mjoi] mountings *■ 

2 

Two tou.unr.irtj. 7 ri, riurpliu ruquiremeotd Up- 
pruKiluIttu Vuluo, I8 d i4), uoultl bu 9111 pi ii i 1 
free of chiir^J... 


Lloldinp-dow j h rings (with bolts) for 
gHHl mountings 

7 

The ring? ?ro obsoleic so for ah iuivuI N. i r- 
vico is concemftt, and: kvu been vnEuad 
uveordiTHfly .. 

23 

^Q-Sn. Sordenfett,, .. 


Twl 1 nurpliiH pjnri, & c., mit! .-i.irplija immiu- 
oiriini Could bo baitcJ free of ciinrgc 
(AllpriHciamte ^alsao, 77^-). 


tStMll Arm *— 

Rifies, with ijayoneljs 

Potato (Wubluy) ,, .. 

1 n L 3 l! — !> t'r. . . , . , , 

m i 

30 > 

30 J 

A i.ii 1 I'il 1 .if; from surphi’tw. mid could li,.- 
i“i-ur>d IrtH^ (flpproximAto vn1 110 , 

jKGjVJ. 


Leather Kfoir for above (i.f., accoutre- ; 

OBELtd) 

■ * 

Ule.1 j.:tttn cn rtccontrcruentfl ire nviilnblo, uud 
UoulcI bit tiuppEit ii frou of chur^v (A^iroxi- 
uuLie vnlue, S07.), except io^, uimaunh 
jitm, suid slinys (rifie), oritiiuaU'd coat 

10 

Small ‘Anna- immttiutkm and anmll 

itqin 

■ * 

Not ftv»Lli»bli?. Erttrufltc'd coat Would be ,, 

¥ 

310 




703 


Tbo cost of carriage and any siuall mcidaomtt to 1» bortn: bj UbetUu tiovcrunaeiH, (riling liovcmuctit 
fipfortututy. It if- tiudurstoud that die ? Etch 1 ' is at present ai Soixtiiflieptou. 
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No. 84. 



Consul iFalti* to Sir Edward Gtey,—(Recvncd August 18.) 

(TeicRrapbie,) P. . _ ««ra L»n*. «, 1908. 

Employment of French officers m Litanan f root 10 r Force, 
i am informed by President Barclay that ho wilt not agree to this. See your 
telegram No, 9 of Urn 13th April. 


[28722] >T °- 8fi - 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office*—(Received August 18.) 

Downing Street ^ August IT, 1908. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 28th July, inclosing a copy of a note from 
the French Ambassador on the subject of the boundary between Sierra Leone, French 
territory and Liberia, l am directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to state, 
for the information of Secretary Sir Edward Grey, that he is of opinion as regards 
the question of the Franco-British boundary, that M. Gambon should bo.informed that 
His Majesty's Government will await the further representations which his Government 
propose to make on the subject, but that his attention should be catted to the fact 
the country on the south hank of the River Makona (Moa) as far us its junction with .the 
Uufes.sa is in British occupation, and that the Government of Sierra I/vnio is responds I de 
for the maintenance of order in that district. As the [liver Mukcuui forma the son thorn 
boundary of the territory to ho delimited, there would appear to bo no reason why the 
Commissioners and (heir escort should traverse the district in question, and m view of 
the number of ihe escort, which is stated to be 200 Senegalese troops, it would appear 

very undesirable that ihey should do so. _ , 

2 . As the Frondi Government are aware, the district ou the north hunk oi tho 
Mukmia, in the neighbourhoo d of Wulode, id temporarily occupied by a British force, 
which it is proposed to withdraw ns soon aa their prana ce is no longer required for 
ihe preservation of order cm the frontier of Sierra I^one. 1 he officer coninnancl of 
the troops line been informed of the expected arrival of the Boundary Commissioners, 
and iustniotad to give them any assistance which they may require during their passage 
through the district in question, 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) C, K LUCAS. 


L28803] No. ^ 

Mr. Howard to Sir Edward Grey.—(Rrcrirfd Arif/nsf 1-f ) 

{No. 5. Africa.) , , „ . , 

Mnurttester-htj-tbe-Swi , August 10, 1908. 

* a TELEGRAM from Berlin to the “New York Tribune" of today's date 
announces that the German Foreign Office ia about to exchange views vrii.li tho State 
Department, on the subject of Liberia in consequence of the representations of tho 
Liberian delegation which ha. 1 * recently miffed Berlin. , 

The talqgraui on to say tluit the delegation had asked the 1 nited States to 
negotiate Arbitration Treaties for Liberia with Great Britain, France, and Germany, lo 
subsidize n steam-ship lino tietween the United States and Liberia, and to send a small 
number of oflicuiD to Liberia to reorganize its Administration. Mr. itoot is reported 
to have replied sympatlieticnlly, but to have stated that, while the l cited States ennui 
not take Liberia under its protection, they were disposed to iwnixi Liberia if a. suitable 

way could lx? found. _ .. . . . 

The Liberian Envoys, according to the telegram, went to Berlin to consult with 
the authorities respecting :m mifertutliaual Agreement wlm b might prevent the 1‘ renoh 
Ivory Coast colonists from infringing on Liberian territory, and Great Britain from 
threatening the little Republic. The telegram ends: 

« The conduct of British agents in administering the customs receipts in (he 
interests of bondholders appears to have caused much d Epulis faction, and Liberia 
[1591] X 


























Germany for aid. Owing to there being a considerable Gorman trade with 
Laberia the Foreign Office listened favourably to the represeatationft of the Envoys, 
and has formulated tentative proposals for communication to Washington." 


(Signed) 


I have. &t\ 


ESME HOWARD. 


[29053] No. 87. 

Consul fVallis to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received August 21 .) 

(No. 7G* Africa, Confidential.) 

^ r> nn-noTTiTl JfcWHW, Juty , 1AGB. 

PRESIDENT BARCLAY sent an Envoy to see me a few days ago in the 
person of Mr. Stewart upon a matter they seemed to regard as most important- and 
wnfldentiaL 

Mr t Stewart has become a groat personal friend of the President, and appears to 
exercise considerable influence over him, 

Ihis gentleman, it will perhaps ho remembered upon referring to various reporta 
from tins Office, was, until a few months ago, a bitter opponent to any kind of reform 
in Liberia at the hands of Europeans, and itc gave mea groat deal of trouble at the 
beginning of the year. Mr. Stewart accompanied the President to England last year 

in (he capacity of Deputy Attorncy-ficucml, ami had several in tame us at the Foreign 
me a. 

Knowing that Mr, Stewart's influence over the President had recently become of 
some account, we have managed to change this gentle man's views on the subject 
of reform. Ho has now expressed himself anxious and willing to assist reform in this 
country, hoping, I suppose, to obtain some lucrative post in the legal department 
under the new regime. 

Mr. Stewart, as a messenger of the President, told nit that Mr, Bardbv had 
^t:ur him to ask whether he could rely upon the real support and assistance of !Uh 
M ajesty s Government when his Excellency tow pressing reform on the Government. 
JJe stated that the President regarded my answer of great importance, and added, that 
t.lic more intelligent of his supporters realised that not only must the reforms ns 
suggested bv ITis Majesty's Government he carried out, but that they ought to be 
extended ]o other Departments through the aid of billed European officials, lie 
ssfiift Mint Ins Excellency realized that nothing could or would be done m the country 
rind that lie wag powerless to act unless lie could bring Outside aid to Ids side. Last 
year lie did this by using the arguments, ns Lo the vital necessity of reform, Unit were 
used at ibe Foreign Office by ITis Majesty s Government, Mr. Stewart added that n 
small party lead by Mr, Howard, tfie Scn-eimy of the Treasury, were greatly omuwed 
to the Presidents policy, and Hint unless his Excellency httd the support of Ilia 
Majesty s Guyermiicnt he would not be strong enough to overt.. this opposition 

I asked Mr. Stewart to explain ulmt kind of support and osdftteiita Mr. Barclay 
desired, lie replied, the same that TOW given through me last vear, oulv, if possible 
stronger, lie field that the reforms were only agreed to by the ignorant Legislature 
tli mug h Mr. Itarclay threatening them with the eon sequences if they were rejected. 
1 Lh Excellency threw (lie responsibility rd' rejection on to the legislature, and I was 
careful at tbe right moment to point out the Conroquen &3 of throwing the sumrested 
reforms out. Mr. l|artlay evidently wishes to adopt this attitude next year when be 
people ° Leg1 ^ alHr|1 ' M liereal|X0S lt '* 11,0 only one possible with such' an ignorant 

I told ^li, Stewart to inform Hus Presidentthat His Mahslv’s Governmont bud 
Muady expressed (heir desire fn help Liberia in her struggles, mid that they had 
taken steps u i cany tins dohv into practical siiupti by lending tho Services uf skilled 
, 11 ,s 1 'f'™'*’ ^ d . ! ^ tendering friendly advice to the Ifopuhli* 1 mldud i L : ,r 
Ijeioncl Hus Hi> MMi&tfM Government would aotm und Mint they could mke no 
responsibility ns to the internal affairs, <jf Imvo any thing ro do with the : id ministration 
of the country. I *iud thus J agreed wilh his Excellency as In rl„- necessity of 
reform in other Dcprirtmeafa uf the Government, mid added that ! thought* His 
Majeo^ ^niyyi'iiment.would he willing to lend the semens of more British oflfowlft 
lo tile Republic should they be required. 

Mr. SUwart replied thus the Fresident fully realized all I had said, mill added. 


that unless his Excellency could feel that he can rely upon the support of His 
Majesty's Government or the Government of some other Power, he was not strong 
enough to insist upon further reforms, or, indeed, to enforce the present reforms being 
honestly carried into effect. 

Mr Stewart begged me on behalf of President Barclay to communicate this to 
His Majesty’s Government, and explain that, although His Excellency had visited 
the Consulate several times during my recent illness, he did not like to'approach me 
personally upon a subject which he felt to be a delicate one, and one that would 
oblige him to admit that without European support he was not strong enough to 
insist upon a policy he considered to l>e the only means of saving the country from 
going to pieces, 

Ii of course, listened carefully to rill Mr, Stewart had to say, but expressed no 
opinion or made any statement beyond that reported in this despatch. 

(Signed) BRATTHWAITE WALLIS. 


[S9056J No, SS. 


Consul FTni/i* to Sir Edward Grey ,— (Received August 21.) 

(No, 78, Africa, Confidential.) 

Sir, Monrovia t August 2 t IfXIS, 

M ITII reference to Mr. Mallet’s despatch No. 20 of the Ofh April last, and 
Mr. Langley's despatch No, 27 of the 110th April, upon the subject of the acceptance of 
certain reforms by ihc Liberian Government, and my Confidential communication 
No. Ofj of the 7th instant upon ihc same subject, I have the honour to submit the 
following o lifter rations :— 


Ft has, T believe, been shown by various reports that the Liberians ore one and all 
incapable of honest administration, and are totally unfit to perform unaided the oidinary 
functions of government. Also that tbe affair* of this so-called “ State " have of late 
years fallen into such grave disorder that it has become only a question of time when 
Liberia must fall to pieces, and consequently lose its independence as a negro Republic, 
This contingency hns, however, been recently prevented, or at any rate postponed, by 
the Liberia oft accepting the skilled assistance ol British officer* in several Departments 
of the Government, These officers, however, especially Mr. Lament, ihc Head of the 
Gustoin* Service, find that their work is nor only hampered through want of materia) to 
work upon, but that they arc actually unable to discover a single official of sufficient 
education who is capable of performing tho ordinary duties of his Department. Anil 
further, to add to those disadvantages, those Liberians wise have been taken upon 
trial have, almost, without exception, proved themselves to be corrupt and dishonest; 
as well. 

!.l bns therefore become obvious to ihe officials who have been intrusted with the 
task of rebuilding Liberia that no real progress nor effective reform cmi take place until 
practically every Department is under the control, directly or indirectly, of trained 
European officers, because it is only in this way that the fraud, embezzlement, and 
iiicompeteucy of tile native official* can be combated. 

It was this situation I endeavoured tn explain clearly in my despatch No. 14, 

F was, however, under the impression, from the many reports sent to the Foreign Office 
ujion l tic condition of Liberia ami the character of her officials, a* well uh from opinion* 
expressed verbally from time to time, that ilia Majesty's Government realized the real 
state of thing* out here, and therefore understood that, without sweeping changes 
brought about by tin- appointment of white officials in practically all ihc Departments, 
the hopeless State of affairs would continue, the ultimate result being that Liberia must 
fall to pieces, and probably become a part of France^ West African Empire, nr be turned 
into a Protectorate by Germany, 

Ibit in Mr. Langley’s despatch No. 27, now under reply, if is shown that Hi* 
Majesty's Government had not in fact understood the true situation, nor realized tlmt 
ihc questions brought forward in ray despatch No. l I- and its in closure would have to 
be grappled with, mid migtu eventually be solved through the natural progress of the 
evolution of reform. Unit the failure of a wheel in the iidnnnistrative machine might 
seriously impede <>r throw out of gear the work nf the whole j and this is exactly wind is 
happening through the failure of the native officials. An example of this can he seen 
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in the Customs Department, 'Hie revenue baa largely increased, and the results should 
prove to be of great financial benefit to the Republic. But no amount of Customs 
reform can or will benefit the country so Iguu as the revenue is squandered and 
embezzled by the officials of the Treasury ; and the improvemanta m the government of 
the littoral will be counteracted by the dishonesty nt the interior official?,, who cause 
not only chaos to reign, but the disgust and hostility of the aboriginal population aa 
well. Mr. Lomax and his escapades in the hinterland have given His Majesty's 
Government a good example o! this. 1 must therefore repeat that 1 see no real 
solution of the difficulties of the country upon the lines it is proposed- that is* through 
limited reform only—unless it he extended in the near Future to much wider issues. 

By thjfl I do not wish it to he understood that 1 advocate control over the country 
by Hh? Majesty** Government, nor their assumption of responsibility for its affairs. 

On the contrary, I have, from the very commencement 0 f trtifc business, been most 
careful to impress upon the Liberian Government, and others into res led, that His 
Majesty’s Government ere willing to help Liberia to place the government of the 
country in order ond at the satnu time to sec the integrity of the Republic preserved. 

However, as has been stated be Tore, in tile natural course of events the extension 
of thetie reforms might be expected to come to pass and the wider issue* referred to 
realized If I-Ils Majesty's Government will maintain the attitude they adopted when 
President Barclay was in England Ja*E year, T therefore respectfully urge that they 
will continue ihc policy of a benevolent, though very linn, attitude toward* Liberia, and 
will press from time to time, a* opportunities present themselves, for further control in 
other Department* of the State. It tntuji, however, he remembered that in dealing 
with thc*e American negroes, who are very ignornnE and FUpertititioDS an* I |K3^»BCrj-s some 
of the worst characteristics of the Africun, great firmness and decision arc required. 
The slightest wavering and half heariednesa is instantly observed and regarded as 
weakness, and then good-bye to any hope of reform upon the lines that have been 
already approved and adopted. 

But to abandon these reforms now, after all the trouble, work, and risks of the 
British officers here, seems inconsistent with the attitude His Majesty's Government 
have token up toward* Liberia. Such action would create a most unpleasant impression 
amongst the natives of the interior and the Foreign Representative*,, nod might be 
suicidal to British commercial interests ns well. The prestige of the British amongst 
the Liberians would be likely to disappear for ever. 

The present improvements in the Government of Liberia have been brought about 
at the hands of British officers after mi immense amount of labour and trouble, which 
baa been made no easier through endeavouring io keep within lire spirit of the policy 
rd Ills Majesty’s Government towards the Republic, Overcoming iho suspicion* of the 
Liberians and the violent opposition of the foreign resident* baa made the (ask no 
lighter. Even in 1001) Sir Marry Johnston, iu his Memorandum of the 24th January. 
HiOG, in reporting io the Foreign Office the difficulties he had to contend with in getting 
the Development Company's scheme accepted in this country, wrote i 11 [ do not think 
I ever took in hand a more difficult piece of work. ' It can perhaps he belter Hiidefrtopd, 
then, hew much more difficult this last business has proved to be, after the Liberians 
have seen that thu uork of the Chartered Company ha- not conic up to their expecta¬ 
tions, 

1 mention theie facts only because it seems that His Majesty’s Government, 
feu ring that they might in some way become involved in the affairs of the country 
(Mr. Langley’s despatch), seem inclined to abandon [he reforms which have now been 
curried partly on account of my advocating their extension. But, in recommending this 
extension, 1 desire it to he clearly understood ihut it would not he going against the policy 
already laid down towards this country. My despatch So. Li seems to have created 
that impression at the Foreign Office, and 1 herein desire to correct the error which 1 
appear to have made by giving the impression of recommending direct control over 
Liberia. And 1 beg to again repeat that 1 have carefully avoided incurring, upon 
the belmlf of His Majesty's Government, responsibility for the, affair^ nf thin country, 
but have from the very lirsi adopted the attitude of giving advice to ihe i'resident 
whenever it has been required. 

My action as regards the Treasury Memorandum* referred to in Mr. Mallet’s 
despatch No. 30, vrss, in my humble opinion, the only one possible under the circum¬ 
stances, Without real control in the Treasury nothing null ever he don© here, and sl 
seemed to he a matter of cither taking up that attitude or making a miserable mess and 
failure of the whole thing. 

t must again respectfully submit that, without extension of the present reforms. 
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there eat] be no real and lasting improvement in Liberia. President Barclay and 
Mr. Johnson, the Secretary of State, both see and admit this, it L, indeed, plain to 
every on© serving m this country who ha* the least power of observation 

Through the extension of reform* ilmn, matters must go well with the country and 
J cannot see how this extension will interfere or conflict with the policy of His Majesty's 
Government They can be gradually pressed, a* were the others* and thus can the 
Republic be built up into a prosperous and well-governed State with its independence 

Dt L uTI^U., 

f . such desirable ends in view—and they can assuredly be accomplished by the 

friendly help of Great Britain The stability of the Republic’s internal affairs could 
taanlJy then be questioned by any would-be aggressive European Power. 

I have, Ac, 

(Signed) BEATfHWAlTE WALL1S. 


£29249] No. 89. 

Consul Wuiiis to Sir hdirard Grei/ r -—(Received Awiu&t ij 'i! ) 

(No. 32.) ■ 

Uclegmphic,) P _ Monrovia, Adjust 2g, 1908. 

1 L Libenan Government are bemg pressed by the French Consul-General here 
to hrive f rench officers in the Customs and Frontier Force, I have been informed by 
the 1 resilient that lie object# to the presence of French officer* in the Frontier Force, 
bus (hat he has been obliged to agree to the employment of throe French officers in the 
L ustonis. 

A telegram bas been dispatched to the Liberian Consul-General ordering him to 
suspend Lb© appointment of the British Inspectors of Customs* The unfortunately long 
and extr;lordirtaiy delay that has occurred m sending out the British Inspectors is 
partly r' sponsible for (hi*. It is difficult for ua to understand what Lamdnt is doing. 

Ihe presence of British officers is not objected to by the Germims, but they will 
protest against the employment of French officers. 

It it possible for you to ask the French Government to abstain for the moment 
from pressing the I^berian’Government to have French officers in die Liberian service 
a* ibe country is being disturbed thereby? 

Above refers to Foreign Office telegram No. 9. 


[29250] No. 00, 

Consul Wallis to Sir Edward (?%,—(Received August 22.) 

(i-Ot ) 

(Tf'e^rupljic.) P. Mmroeia, August 28, 1008. 

m tetogmm No. 32. Appointment of French officials in Liberia. 

In view .if the fact that we have had all the trouble of inducing the Liberian 
Government to agree to tbo appointment of British Customs Inspectors, could you 
ask the French Government not to urge the appointment of Customs Inspectors but to 
request Liben&it Government to appoint a French doctor anti to place French officers 
m Ihe Post Office? I would suggest that Crommelin, the Liberum Charge d'Affaires. 
iingliE la- iisked privately to suggest this in the interest* of Liberia to the French 
Government. 


[28144] No. 91. 

Foreign Office to Treasury, 

Sir 

* a e *i r j A . . Foreign ()jfice t Auqsutt 25, liJOS. 

A. Lie Lord?! Commit toners o( the Treasury are a ware, the Lfbenau Govern meat 
w«Tc unjinJo r. l5 aecept the offer, sanctioned in your letter of thu 20th March, 1907 of 

of the*fam J of yS'™" 1 ,0 lmDsf{fr ta 1,Msni His Muj«si/s ship « Alert “on payment 

1 am directeiI by -Secretary Sir E, Grey to state, tor the information of thefr 

Letups, that Lae Liber&u Government have now purchased a smaller vussi-l, the 
LroSj from a private firm. 

[1591] 
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The Government of the Republic have asked whether 71 w Majesty's Government 
would he willing to present them with the necessary armament Cor this boat 

In view oi the fact that the vessel is for preventive purposes, anti tiiat the payment 
of further instalments of the money owing to His Majesty's Government on account of 
the expense* of the Anglo*Liberian Boundary Commission is to some extent dependant 
upon the efficiency of the Liberian Customs Department* Sir B. Grey is of opinion 
that it would be lo the interest of this country to accede to the request of the Liber tan 
Government. 

Moreover, that Government has during the course of the lowi eighteen mouths, 
done its best to set ita ad min la [ration upon a more satisfactory basis, afld has also paid 
to His Majesty's Government an instalment on account of the boundary expenses. In 
these circumstances, Sir B. Grey considers that a gift such as that proposed would he 
likely to have a beneficial effect, ud by encouraging the Liberian Government would 
tend lo insure the permanency of the reforms already passed and the introduction ofc 
new ones. 

I am to transmit to you herewith copy of a tetter from toe Admiralty containing a 
statement of the cost of supplying the arms and ammunition required by the Liberian 
Government.* Sir E. Grey would propose to oiler to that Government as a gift these 
goodie which the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty are prepared to supply tree of 
charge, and to inform them that, upon the payment of 703k* the rest ot the guns, 
ammunition, and fittings required by them could he furnished. 

Sir E. Grey understands that the goods which the Admiralty are prepared to offer 
free are from surplus stock, and are no longer required by that Department. 

In view of tins and of the other emtsiderations set forlh in this letter, I am to 
express the earnest hope that their Lordships may see their way to give their sanction 
to the plan proposed. 

As the ** Eros' 1 is now ready for sea and is only awaiting her armament in order to 
proceed to Monrovia, Sir E. Grey would be glad to receive a reply to this communication 
at as early a date aa possible. 

I am, 

(Signed) W. LLNiLBY, 


[20894] 92 

Memorandum of SuggrHwn* ft) carry out FftnlWes proposed to he granted to the Govern¬ 
ment of the Republic of Liberia in connection with rhe Sarigntion of the Mt&ioh 
River .—(GoFfUnaatculed bp Mr. Lament, August 28, 1908.) 

ALL vessels from Liberian ports of entry intending to proceed to Liberian ports of 
entry on the River Manohon arriving at Manoh Salija aball enter and make d»c report 
inwards there to the Collector of Customs of nil cargo laden on hoard in snch manner as 
required by the Sierra Leone Customs authorities, and as is herein provided ; and all 
such vessels shall produce transires in duplicate signed and certified to by the 
Collector of Gustotus at the Liberian porl of shipment, kejcIi transires to detail quantities 
and values. Such transire shall be attached to the report inwards, and he retained by 
the officer in charge ol the Customs, Man,oh Saliju. 

2 . To every such vessel clearing from Munch Snlija for a Liberian port of entry on 
the Manoh River a clearance label hlialt be issued, to which shall be attached by the 
Sierra Leone Customs sen! the duplicate copy of the Liberian transire deposited by the 
master of the vessel at the time of report inward*. For the present no report outwards 
uhall he required by the officer in charge at Maaoh Salija. but that officer will certify on 
the report inwards the fact that all cargo has been exported u> Liberia, naming I tie port 
of destination, 

:i t Such vessel, after clearance, shall forthwith proceed jo British Gene before 
touching at any river port* and shall produce at the custom-house there (he clearance 
label and transire to the officer in charge of the Customs there. That officer, on 
satisfying himself that all cargo has been duly accounted for, Khali proceed with the 
vessel to the port of Liberian Gene, and there witness the landing of *11 cargo. And 
guch officer shall forward in every ease a certificate cd' landing in detail to the officer of 
Customs at Munch The ckaruncu label and duplicate transire a* aforesaid shall 

be deposited in rhe custody of the officer in charge of the Custom*, Liberian Gene. A 
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fee not exceeding 2 if. fid, shall ho payable by the importer to the Officer of Customs, 
British Gene, for witnessing to and certifying landing, 

4. In all cases where goods arc not accounted for to the satisfaction of the officer 
in charge* British Gene, a till] statement of 'itch discrepancies shall he made by that 
officer and presented to the officer in charge, Liberian Gene, who shall forthwith and 
before delivering any portion whatsoever of the cargo collect from the importer such 
duties a* may he due npon such discrepancies according to Sierra. Leone tariff of 
import duties ; and shall thereupon pay to the officer in charge, British Gene, all such 
duties as may be due on the discrepancies found, taking a receipt indorsed on the 
Liberian transire, 

5. A general bond fora suim. not more Ilian 1,0001 shall be given by the Govern¬ 
ment of Liberia to the Government of Sierra Leone whereby the Government of Sierra 
Leone shall be indemnified against any loss of revenue that may accrue under the 
operation of the foregoing Regulations, 

6. These Regulations ahull only apply to goods upon which the duties of custom* 
shall have already been paid in Liberia, 

7. These Regulations shall operate experimentally for one year, after which 
reports on it*, working shall be submitted by the Collector of Customs, Sierra Leone* 
and the Chief Inspector of Customs, Liberia. 

8. The Collector of Custom*, Sierra Leone* agreed to the above arrangement on 
the understanding that a smalt addition is made to the preventive staff on the Mnnph 
River. 

9. The Chief Inspector of Customs of Liberia agreed to the arrangement on 
behalf of the President and Government of the Republic of Liberia. 


[29250] No* 93. 

Sir Edward Grey to Consul Wallin 

(No. 1G.) 

(Telegraphic.) F. Foreign. Office^ Avgust 28, 1908. 

FRENCH officials for Liberia With reference to your telegrams Nos, 32 and 33* 
It. is Impossible for us to interfere in view of the assurance? given to the French. 
Amkissador, ns reported in my telegram No. 9. and as long as Liberia does not violate 
the conditions of the loan we have no ground for so doing. 

Hie proposed suggestion in regard to die Post Office could be made by the 
Liberian Government themselves through their Ohnrgf/ d'Affaires at Pari** and the 
chance of its acceptance would probably not be improved by our intervention. 


[28722] No. 94. 

Sir Edward Grey to Count de Manneville. 

Sit, Foreign Office,' August 28, 190$, 

I REFERRED to the Secretary til State for the Colonies M. Gambone note of thn 
1711 l ultimo respecting the boundary betwom Sierra Leone, French territory* and 
Liberia. 

I have the honour to inform you that Ilia Majesty’s Government desire to await 
the further communication which \ ho French Government propose to make respecting 
the Anglo-French 1 minutely when they are in possession of more precise ioformito'Q 
ns to the effect which rhe proposed changes in the Auglo-Ltboriun frontier will have 
upon the neighbouring possesions. 

With reference to the last paragraph of M. Gambons note, yon are aware that rhe 
district on the north hank of the Makona, in the neighbourhood of Witladc, is 
temporarily occupied by a British force, which His Majesty's Government propose to 
u i i L i £ raw as aaou as tin-ir presence iu tio longer required for the preservation of order 
on the frontier of Sierra Leone. The officer in comma ml of tlio troops lias been 
informed of the expected arrival of the Boundary Commissioners and ins i meted to give 
them any assistance which they may require during their passage through the lisirict. 









I may add llial (he country on the south bank of the River Mukona (Moa) is in 
British occupation, aikd that the Government of Sierra Leone Is responsible for tits 
maintenance of order in that district, but as the River Makonu forms the southern 
boundary of the territory to ta delimited by the Fiauco-Liberian Commission, th«re 
appears to be no reaisoii why the CommissiLOtiers and their escort should traverse it- 

I have, Stc. 

fSumed) E. GREY* 


[30046] No. 05. 

Consul Walks to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received August 29.} 

(No. 34.) 

{Telegraphic,} P- Monrovia* August 29, 1003. 

PLEASE refer to my immediately preceding telegram* 

The Liberian Government will appoint a French doctor; but 1 have been asked in 
conUdence by the President to inquire if Jlis Majesty's Government can ask French 
Government to refrain from pressing the question of the appointment of French officers 
in the forces and Customs on the Liberian Government President Barclay does not 
wish the French Government to know of this telegram, which ho approves my sending 
to you. 


Cort.su- Wallin to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received August 31.) 

{No. S3- Africa. Confidential.) 

Sir, Mojirtmi'a, August 14, 190$. 

WITH reference to my cablegram No. 31, I have the honour to transmit herewith 
& Report received from Major Cadcll, the Commandant and Inspector-General of the 
Liberiau Frontier Force, wherein lie states that tire local authorities here have appointed 
him to be Chief of the Civil Police at Monrovia. 

His Majesty's Government will have gathered from various reports received from 
time to time what a corrupt and inefficient state the local police are in- The steps the 
Mayor and Corporation have taken to improve (he existing condition of affairs Eire 
therefore important j and the improvement which will doubtless be brought about by 
Major Cadellbi offerG should prove of great benefit to the whole community. 

Unfortunately the Civil Police Ordinance, copy of which is indosed, is only 
effective at Monrovia find the immediate neighbourhood. It is hoped, however, that 
the Legislature will tliis year puss an Act placing ilie whole of the civil police in tho 
Republic under the control of British officers. President. Barclay will, 1 understand, 
support the suggestion. 

It will he observed (Incburi! No. 3), that his Excellency iully recognizes and 
approves this latest reform. 

Tiie civil police arc quite distinct from the Liberian Frontier Force* and have 
nothing to do with the latter corps. 

As might be expected, there was local opposition to the new Police Ordinance* and 
Major Ceded deserves every credit for the trouble he took and energy displayed in 
securing this appointment and new reform* 

A copy of thin officer's commission is also inclosed, 

I hove, &cr. 

(Signed) BEA1THWAITE WALLIS, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 9(L 
Major Caddl to Consul HatHs. 

(Confidential.) Head-guar ten f, Liberian Frontier Foret* Monrovia* 

Sir* August 13, 1908, 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your information p that 1 have this day beets 
appointed by the Mayor, on behalf of the Common Council uf Monrovia, to tins o tike of 
Chief of Police* 
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2. I thought it advisable to obtain the official recognition of siimc of the President 
and, together with the Commission appointing me to the office and copy ot Ordinance 
creating same, I inclose, for your pencil, his Excellency's cnmnutiiiealioii* 

3. 1 need hardly say that the appointment way very strongly opposed and, only 
after threatening to have nothing to do with the matter and leaving the Council 
Chamber, was I recalled and asked to reconsider my decision which I did, on tho 
stipulation that the Ordinance, so ably drafted by yourself, was accepted in iota and not 
** hacked to pieces/ 3 as it had been in such a manner as Its render it, not only inoperative* 
but a farce. 

4. One of the Councillors, McCritty, is right hand man of Howard, Secretary or 
Treasury, mid bitterly opposed section i of the Ordinance, demanding that all moneys 
should be paid into the City Treasury as before, arguing that he did not think it 
advisable for strangers to criticize their method ot collection of moneys or be able to see 
what had been collected in the past, these things* he maintained, were for citizens only 
to be made aware of! It transpires lhat the City Treasurer is also Secretory for the 
Treasury, and that tho latter owes the former over £,900 dollars, which they arc unable 
to account for, and when commissioned by the Mayor he handed me two bills— 
6,090 dollars and 2,G<Xf dollars—which he begged me to try and recover from Howard, 
and which Ire had failed to handle in any way for over a year now. The Mayor told mo 
tbni he was afraid it had *'been stolen'*—the words he used. I asked the man 
McCrittj for it—Howard being away—he said, " these are matters that do not concern 

J mn and yon will not know nor your friend Lament either/' It scents that by a 
egislaiive act the dual appointments are held by Howard, and until that body meets 
nothing can be done in the matter beyond my retaining the moneys, which the Mayor 
cordially supports of course only (ill the return of Mr* Lampnt. 

5. As soon as the Ordinance creating the office of Chief of Police hod passed, 
another was passed abolishing the retention of the so-called Street Commissioners, and 
merging their duties into that of the police. This I very strongly insisted upon as the 
so-called Commissioners drew funds for iloing nothing* and the amounts are paid out of 
police funds or vote. 

6* You will observe that though I have agreed to act foT no emoluments, my 
Commission states that they may he drawn, and l did not think it advisable to draw’ the 
attention of the Mayor to this so that any other officer so appointed may not bo debarred 
from draw ing same. 

7. It is not to be understood that this force is + in any way, a portion of the 
frontier force, and I beg to submit thaL, as soon as you deem it advisible, & trained 
European Superintendent should* under section 3 of the Ordinance, be appointed under 
myself, 

8. As the jurisdiction of the Mayor extends only to it three-mile limit of Monrovia* 
it was found impossible to secure my operations covering the whole of lire Republic. 
Yet, big Excellency has conditionally promised to endeavour to obtain the sanction of 
the Legislature io this suggest ion, and t think that alter the Treasury is m Mr. Lament's 
hands, there will bo no difficulty, on at present. The whole objection h baaed on the 
fact that the authorities do not wish it to be known where the moneys collected are 


going. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. MAC KAY CABELL* Afayor, Commandant 
and Inspector-General, Liberum Frontier 
Farce. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 96. 

An Ordinance authorizing ike Mayor to organize and put on foot an improved Pol iff 

Force. 


RE it ordained by the Common Council of tho City of Monrovia, in Council 
assembled, as follows :— 

Section l. Tli at from mid immediately after tile passage of this Ordinal no the 
Mnyor in hereby authorized for lire more effective policing am] maintenance of the 
ponce of tire City of Monrovia to organize,, establish, and put on foot an improved 
police force on modern and up-to-date lines, and of such strength as the existing 
conditions demand, having* at all times* a due regard to economy combined with 
efficiency, 
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Sec 5. And be it further ordained that the Mayor* by virtue of the foregoing » 


•Mid Chief of Police in hereby deemed and shall be the Commanding Otlmer of the said 
dvil police* and as such shnll be required to draw up aueb Rules and jfeguhtiuufi, 
and issue such orders asi be may deem from time to lime to lie rteces^fuy fur the 
efficiency riuI discipline of the said civil police force. All Rules and Regulations drawn 
up, mid orders issued for the peace* good order, and welfare ol the City of Monrovia 
shin be subject to the approval of the Mayor and Common Council as enacted by the 
Legislature, an I tho said Chief of Police having the full powers of Commanding Officer, 
shall be given every assistance by the Mayor and Common Council in the riaifliftu 
discharge of his duties. 

Sec. 3 t And he it further ordained that the officers, serjetuite, and members oE the 
said civil police force shall be trained ami selected by the Chief of Police, who, for the 
maintenance of discipline, good order, sad efficiency of the said lorce, shad lime power to 
suspend from duty any, or all, sub-officer or sub-officers, and ilfenrite from all or any of the 
Serjeants and members from the said force. And the suspension ol any, or nil, sub* 
officer or sub-officers, shall at once be reported to the Mayor and Common Council, who 
shall take forth action as they, in Conned assembled, may deem necessary, having 
always duly and carefully considered the advice and recommendation of the Chief of 
Police. 

Sec, 4. And be it further ordained that the said Chief of Police shall be held 
responsible for the efficient keeping and rendering of all accounts in connection with the 
polite force, that is to say, nil moneys issued m, or drawn for, pay* nil fines and such 
lajtes and licences nx belong to the City of Monrovia, collected and all other cash 
disbursed by the said Chief of Police shall he fully accounted for to the Mayor and 
Common Council; and* farther, be it ordained, in order that the Mayor and Common 
Council may have full knowledge as to the detail of all expenditure and ihe receipt of all 
fine*' in connection with the sard police force and he able, thereby, to keep a thorough 
chuck thereon » quarterly statement of accounts shall be submitted on or before the 
lOtSi day of the month immediately following the quarter ended by the Chief of Police ; 
and Hcicb accounts shall be full atui explicit by giving in detail all .such moneys expended 
and all such fines, Eases, and licences collected as before said by the Chief of Police. 

Sec, 5* And he it ordained that the Chief of Police shall draw up all such standing 
orders* regulations and any Other rules which may be deemed necessary and which are 
connected with the dutie* and effici ent working and interior economy of the civil police 
force. And these regulations, standing orders, and any oilier rules, may, when 
considered necessary by the Chief of Police be published for the iniornaution of the 
public. 

Sec, fh And be it farther ordained that the said Chief of Police is, hereby, 
empowered to make such rales arjcl regulations* and i^ue nich orders, and draw np such 
papers and books and documents and other matter which he, in the faithful and diligent 
discharge of Ida duties may consider necessary for the discipline, efficiency, and main¬ 
tenance of the said police force and the welfare of the general public. 

Approved, 

(Signed) T. G* FULLER, Mayor. 

Monrovia, August 13, 1908. 


Incloeure 3 in No. 9G. 

President Barclay to Major Cad fit. 

g^ r Ex? cut he Mansion , Monrovia, August 10, HH>S, 

IN view of your being appointed Chief of the Civil Police Force with o view to its 
being placed on k more modem and up-lo-dalo footing, &c., E fully recognize the action 
of the Mayor Add Common Council in the step they arc about to take an regards ymr 
appointment to the command and control thereof* 

(Signed} ARTHUR BARCLAY, Ptaaz&ft#, 

Republic of Liberia. 


Enclosure 4 in No. DG. 

Appointment of Major Catlett as Chief of Police. 


Corporal ion of Monrovia, to wit; 

To all whom these presents may concern ; 

KNOW ye that, reposing special confidence in the integrity, ability, and fidelity of 
Major Robert Mackay Codell, of the city of Monrovia, to discharge truly and faithfully 
the duties of Chief of Police, I have nominated, and by and with the advice and consent 
of the Common Council, appoint, and by these present* do appoint him. the said Major 
Robert Mackay Cade 11, to havo* bold, possess, and enjoy the said office of Chief of 
Police, with all the rights, privileges, and emoluments thereunto legally pertaining until 
otherwise ordered* 


Given at Monrovia under my hand and seal of office this 11th day of August, in the 
year of Our Lord 1906* 

(Signed) T. G, FULLER, Mayor, 


(Signed over seal of office.} 



[303171 No. 07* 

Calomnl Office to Foreign- Office.—{Received August 31.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies presents hie compliments to 
the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and is direefed by the Secretary 
of State to transmit, for the information of Secretary Sir E* Grey, with reference to 
the letter from the Colonial Department of the 17th August, topics of documents 
from the Acting Governor of Sierra Leone to the Secretary of State (Confidential) 
with molosures, on the subject of the Franco-Liberian Boundary Commission. 

Dooming Street, August 29, 1908. 


Inclosure I in No. 07. 

aiding Governor Haddon-South to the Karl of Oreiee. 

(Confidential.) ©oeertimfl^ House, Freetown, Sierra Leone, 

My Lord* My 16, 1008. 

IN continuation of my Confidential despatch of the 26th June, on the subject 
of the Franco-.Liberian, Commission, 1 beg to forward a report, for your Lordship's 
information, from Major Lo Mesurier, from which it will be seen that every facility 
has been given to the Commission, nnd that the rumour that the French officers had 
an escort of 200 Senegalese was somewhat exaggerated* 

2. Major Ijc Meaurier has carried out my instructions with his usual tactfulness. 

I have, &a. 

(Signed) G. 11* HADDON-SMITH. 


Inetosure £ in No* 97. 

Major Le Mesurier to Acting Governor Ilnddon-Smith. 

Sir, Dora, July 16, 190$, 

I 11 AYE the honour to forward to your Excellency herewith the report on my 
recent visit to Wulade, requested by telegram received yesterday, the 15th instant. 

3. It would appear that the report referonoe to a largo escort of Senegalese 
soldiers being with the Commission in incorrect* as there were only some eighty 
irregular troops at Guockedu, and the majority of those formed the permanent 
garrison of the post there, 





















SB 


pi v 4 

3, I am informing the District Comm Ess ioner Kemiuma of the probable visit of 
two Officers of the Commission to the Protectorate country east of the Midi Hirer, 
which Is in his district, but do not consider that it will lie necessary for linn to take 
any further action in the matter, as the officers will only pass through a very 
unfrequented part of the country* and will be seen by few of llie inhabitants, the 
presence of a Frontier oflicier and escort will prevent the possibility of a tar in he :iillt 
created in the country. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. N. LE JOSUKIEE, 

Commanding Sierra Lrws Battalion, If .A^FA'- 


TncloaurC 3 Ln No- 97, 

Major Le Mesurler tv the Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone. 

(Confidential.) July 1B , 1908 . 

AVITIi reference to the visit of the Fra neo-Liberian Boundary Commission to 
the Kissi country, I have the honour to report that, in accordance with the instruc¬ 
tions received from his Excellency Lho Governor, .1 proceeded to AV uluhi on the 2nd 
July and arrived there on the 5th. 1 sent un the letter, copy of which is attached 
hereto,* to Captain Norman, who I tad already proceeded to meet the Commission at 
Gueekcdu (Behadu), having lwen invited to do so by tins President of the Commission. 
Caplain Norman returned to Whistle and informed me that the Commission had 
agreed to all the suggestions contained in my letter, that they did not intend to go lo 
Kan re L&hun, or to cross to the south of the Uoa Fiver, ft was also arranged by 
Captain Norman that an escort of one officer and thirty Frontiers should 1» provided, 
to look after the Commission whilst passing through the Kissi country, the Coinmia- 
sion having an escort of their own* consisting of ten men. 

2. With referenoo to the Commission crossing over the Protectorate border, 1 he 
President slated that ho would ho obliged if two officers of the Commission could bo 
permitted to look at the country in the Protectorate east of the Meli River. This 
can bo done in one day, and I have* subject to hh Excellency^ approval, arranged 
that the two officers should do so. being accompanied by a Frontier officer and escort 

of Frontiers , . . . ,, , 

3 The Commission intend to start work dose to the junction of Un? Mafessa :md 
Moa Rivers* on the 15th instant, and work from there westwards along the right 
(north) Iwiuk of the Moa River to vbere that river is cut by the Sierra Leone 
Protectorate boundary. it is from this point that the two officers intend to cross the 
border to view the country at the junction of the Moo and Meli Rivers. 

■*. I have arranged to have a road cut for tho Commission along the right kmk 
of tho Moo River, 'have arranged about supplies and quarters, Mid anticipate no 
difficulty in any way in connection with the work of tho Commission. 

5. I regret that I have delayed so long in forwarding this report, hut I had hoped 
to receive a letter from the Commission confirming what they liad verbally told 
Captain Norman, As this letter bos not yet been received, I am forwarding tins 
report at once, 

I liJt-vC, &C. 

(Signed) F. N„ LK ME80RIER, 

CwiiHinf/ini/ Sierra Intone Battalia. n, II \A. 


tnclosurc 4 in No* 97. 


Acting Governor Haddon*Smith to tne hurt of Grew#* 


(Confidential.) 
Mv liord. 


GoturniiJ^nt House, Freetown! Sierra Leant, 
August 5, 1908. 


the Officer Commandi 


Sol g'lihUtfL 


Tforoe* informing mo that the Franco- Liber inn Boundary Commission has decided to 
return by the same route that it came* and does not intend to cross to the south of 
the Moa River, 1 also forward a copy of a letter which I have received from the 
Chief of the Commission* 

I have, sfcc, 

(Signed) G. B. BADDON-SMITH. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 97. 

Major Lc Meturier to Acting Governor Haddon-Smith, 

Sir, Daru, July 29, 1908. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith to your Excellency a letter, which was 
inclosed with one to myself, from the President of tlie Fruneo-Liberirtii Boundary 
Commission, 

5k In hits letter to me the President slates that the Commission returns across the 
Mafessa River by the same route that it came, and that it does not intend to go to 
Kamo Lalutn, or to cross- to the south of the Mon River* 

3, Tho Commission seem very pleased with all the arrangements made for their 
march, and aro very grateful to the officers at Wultulc for their assistance. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) F* N* LE MESURIER, 

Commundinij Sierra Leone Battalion, W,A‘A?*F. 


In closure 6 in No, 97, 

M. Richaad to Acting Governor fladdon-Smith, 


gj^ 13^ Meridian, July 26, 190B. 

I GLADLY profit by the presence of the Franco-Liberian Delimitation Com¬ 
mission within the limit of your Colony to transmit the expression of our feelings of 
high consideration in the name of Commander L’Honors Nnher, of the Netherlands 
Royal Navy, and mvself. 

* The officers belonging to the station of Wulftde prepared us a most cordial and 
friendly reception. 

Captain Norman took most efficient measures in the district of \\ ulade for 
fiudlimiting our task, and Lieutenant Berne* who is always full of zeal and considera¬ 
tion for us [aitfj, , . _ , 

I Teel bound to thank you personally in my own and Commander Nabors name 

for the instructions that were issued by you on behalf of the passage of the Commis¬ 
sion, for which wc both feci most obliged. 

I remain, &u. 

(Signet!) L. RICH ABB, 


[30642] 


No. 98. 

Treawtrg to Foreign Office,—{Remit September 3.) 


gj r Treasury Ghambe r* T September 2, 1908. 

I HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of ilia Majesty e Treasury 
Mr. LaDgley'a tetter of the 25th ultimo, elating that the Liberian Government have 
been unable to accept the terms of the transfer to them of his Majesty’s Ship il Alert," 
sanctioned in Treasury letter of the 20th March, 1907 (which included a free gifi of the 
necessary armament 1 T but that they have now purchased a smaller vessel from a 

PT1 15 appears that the Government of the Republic have now asked whether in iho 
altered cureumsUmecs Ilia Majesty ’b Government would be willing to present them with 
the necessary armament for this boat. 

In reply, 1 am to say that, in view of the considerations urged by Secretary 
Sir E* Grey, my Lord-. agree to the proposal to offer Lo that Government as a gift such 
of tho arms and ammunition as the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty are prepared 
[1591] S A 








to supply free of charge from surplus stock which Is no longer required by that 
Department* The Secretary of State may further inform them that, upon the payment 
of 703 i, the rest of the guns, ammunition, and fittings required by them will also be 
provided through the Admiralty by Hia Majesty's Government. 

I am, &Cr 

{Signed) T. L* HEATH. 


[30048] 


(No. 17,) 
(Telegraphic.) 


No. 90. 

Sir Edward Grey to Consul Wallis, 


Foreign Office, September 3, 1908. 


tieJegrapmc.) r. jrwr myi* *39#**"*™* 

OUR telegram No. 1G of the 23th ultimo has already answered your telegram 
No. 31. I authorize you, however, further to inform President Barclay confidentially 
that, although if we could we should be happy to help, we are afraid that, in the present 
circumstance^, more harm than good would be done by interference on our part. 


[30042] 


No. 100. 

Foreign Office to ,4dmirnlly. 


gj r Foreign Office „ September 3, 1908. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 12th ultimo respecting the proposal to 
supply certain arms and ammunition for the gun-boM. lately purchased by the Liberian 
Government, 1 am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to state, for the information of 
the ijortte Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the Lords Commissioners of the 
Treasury agree to that Government being offered as a gift such of the arms and 
ammunition as your Department are prepared to supply free of charge from surplus 
stock which is no longer required. 

They further agree that upon the payment of 703/- by the Liberian Government 
the rest' of the guns, ammunition, and 'fittings required by them may be provided 
through vour Department by His Majesty’s Government. 

T am to state that Mr, Lament, Chief of tin- Liberian Customs, who is at present 
on leave in this country, and Lieutenant Rugg6, the Commander of the “ Eror," have 
been instructed to place Ibcmselves iu communication with your Department with a 
view L to taking over the arms and ammunition. 

Sir E. Grey would be glad if they could lie handed over to those gentlemen with 
as little delay m possible* 

I am, kc. 

r (Signed) "W* LANGLEY. 


[30731] No. 101. 

Cannul IVallis la Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeetped September i.) 

(No. 84, Africa. Confidential.) 

gj^ Monrssia, August 22, 1908. 

I HA\ r E the honour to confirm my cablegrams Nos, 32 ami 33 of tho 17th and 
20th instant. 

Mr. Johnson, the Secretary of State, called to see me a few days ago, and 
complained that the French Consul had demanded in a most, positive manner, by 
direction of his < iovemment., that French officers be at once appointed to the frontier 
force and i ’ustoiira. M r. Johnson said that the C'oasuTe manner was rude and threatening, 
and that, he insulted the President at the executive mansion while di&Oussmg the 
questions of reform, 

Mr, Johnson gave mo Io understand that the Liberian Government were much 
against the employment of French officers in Liberia, and that their service* were not 
wanted in tho frontier force. _ . 

A few days after this interview, I heard with astonishment that the Liberian 
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[ ’ovemment Jmd actually cabled to Mr, Hflyman, the Liberian Consul-General, 
instructing him to request Mr. Lament to suspend tho engagement of tho British 
Inspectors. The actual avoids of their cablegram were as follows :— 


11 In term Lamout suspend engagement of Inspectors until instructed, 1 ' 

T happen to know this, because tho Consulate succeeded in obtaining the actual 
message from a private source immediately after it was dispatched* The above 
instructions were, of course, sent with a view to meeting the demands of the French 
Government by allowing some of their officers to be represented among the European 
employes here. Neither the Acting Chief Inspector of Customs nor myself was 
consulted in the matter; and the whole thing seems to have been done on the spur of 
the moment, This; recent development is characteristic of this extraordinary so-called 
J< Government,’ whose actions and ideas are as unstable as a weathercock on a windy 
day* 

rhe next morning I received a note from President Barclay, stating than he would 
call to sec mo on Sunday, IKs Excellency then explained about the telegram, adding 
that he had bean forced into sending it through the action of the French Government* 
I pointed out to him that It. was a serious stop to take at the eleventh hour, and that 
Mr. Lament, through the assistance of Ilis. Majesty's Government, had probably already 
engaged the Inspectors, who may indeed bo actually now on their way out to Monrovia. 
I added that such a stop must necessarily delay the reorganization of the Gustoma 
service, and that Germany would be likely to protest against the employment of French 
officers in Liberfia, Indeed, as regards to this, Messrs* Woermann here have already 
done so; and the German Consul, who h at present away on leave, told me most, 
distinctly that has Government would object strongly to Iho appointment of French 
officers in Liberia, although they had no objection to the employment of British officers 
in the Government here. 

This sudden cdiange of plans by the Liberian Government is nleo partly due to 
the extruordixiary delay in sending out the British Inspectors. Why Mr. Limiont has 
lUif acted more quickly and sent Hie men out long ago, nobody cun understand hers* 
President Barclay told me that the French wen- giving him the greatest anxiety 
in ttegr attitude towards Liberia. He even said that he doubted whether they would 
ever complete the demarcation of the front! ere. His Excellency tuldcd that he would 
net be surprised at Liberia becoming all French before long, 

1 :il-o regard the action of i he French Government with great suspicion. Their 
conduct towards Liberia has all along been Afloat unsatisfactory* As f.ir back as 11303 
I reported to Lord Lanadowne about their doings m the hinterland ; and Gtilonel Sir F. 
Gardew, formerly Consul for Liberia, stated the same thing* I have pointed oat the 
probable results of French aggression in this count rv, and these reports have since 
been fully and amply justified by subsequent events, for in every instance the facts I 
prognosticated have actually cornC to pass, 

r l hiit trance lias the intention of absorbing Liberia upon the first opportunity, I 
have little doubt in my own mind ; and it is on record that- M. Bourne, the late OrnWior- 
General of brcnch est Africa, whose pokey invariably followed by tbo Fipru.fi 
Ministry in Paris, declared that lie would not rest until Liberia had become a part of 
Frances West African Empire. 

This co-opemtion with French officers, therefore, mcceus, in my humble opinion, to 
be full of danger* Besides, they are exceedingly uupopular, and the very fact of their 
conung to the country will cause unrest among tin.; natives, 

1 again respectfully suggest that, if possible, the French Gove rumen l be asked to 
abstain from pressing this Government to employ French officers in Liberia* The 
object of my cablegram No. 33, sent shortly after No. 32, wns to pi] 1 forward an 
alternative plan to that suggested in the former telegram fNo. 32). IE the French 

refuse to abstain from pressing the tiberkn iloven).eat to employ Freud, officials in 

tho Government here* theu they might be asked to press for other reforms, namely, in the 
post office, by I he appointment of n B rcnch official thereto ; and a medical officer, which 
latter appointment bus, tin a matter of fact, been agreed to by the President, 

Wc have had all ihe trouble and worry of getting the Liberian Govarament to 
agree to (lie appointment of three more British Customs Inspectors, and ii is 
disappointing and disfouniging thm thews ports should now bo filled by French officials, 
who haveJiad none of the many difficulties to grapple witli and overcome here. 

But if fits Majesty’s Government are indifferent to the fate of Liberia, it seems to 
me that the safest and most judicious course is to leave dig country to its own devices 
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atu!. ultimate fate, which means that it must be absorbed by France p Germany or some 
other Power. 

If, on. the other hand* Hie Majesty's Government consider it of sufficient importance 
to step in and save lliis miserable Republic from being thrown away, their action must 
not Only be just ant] temperate,, but vigorous and clearly defined as well. Under any 
circumstances, however, somebody has goL to take tlie country in hand* If Great 
Britain intends to do this, Hie Majesty's Government, need assume no responsibility 
beyond pressing for further reforms on the lines that hare already been adopted here 
with success, 

I have* lie. 

(Signed) BRAlTHWAtTE WALLIS. 


[31185] No. 101 

Mr „ Lamonl to Foreign Office,—*{Hereiverf September 7.) 

Sir* ^ Linn Ericht, MajyJieid, Dundee, September 5. 1908, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, 
inclosing copies of letters from the Admiralty and the Treasury on the question of the 
gift of arms to the Government of Liberia. 

In doing so, I desire in the name of die Liberian Government to express sincere 
thanks for the very liberal proposition flia Majesty's Government have made to 
Liberia in ibis instance [ and, while I shall strongly advise the Government of Liberia 
to accept the terms of the offer now made* I shall, in the first place, ou and in ibeir 
behalf, accept the offer in order to expedite the dispatch of rhe gnu-boat to Liberia. 

The ammunition for the guns offered free wlU* I note, coal 703?. I have 
consulted with Lieutenant Bngge* the commander of the gun-boot, and he believes he 
can reduce his estimate in this direction, so that, if ho takes delivery of a lew amount 
than he first stated, I presume that this w ill be permitted to correspondingly reduce the 
amount of 703?, proposed to be charged against Liberia. 

I would respectfully ask that the payment of the ammunition may not ru this 
juncture bo demanded of Liberia, as we have had some very heavy expenses to face 
lately* and the balance of the 190b Loan will be required to launch, the frontier force 
and set the gun-boat to work on die coast* I could promise to meet this obligation 
after I see my Customs Department established under the new regime I am to introduce 
oft my return* and when I succeed in securing some control over die expenditure of 
the Republic. If the amount proposed to be charged vm* therefore not pressed for at 
present 1 would regard the concession as of the greatest value to Liberia and to myself 
personally* It is so highly important that we get matters launched with respect to the 
frontier force and the gun-hoal, and the inception of these has already strained the 
resources that wore available to breaking point, 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) W. J* LAilQNT. 


r23894J * No, 103. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office * 

_ Foreign Q^ce* September 0 f IDQ8. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir £, Grey to transmit to you herewith, to bo laid 
before the Secretory of State for the Colonies, a draft of Regulations respecting the 
navigation of the Manoh River,- which has boon prepared by rhe Financial Adviser to 
the Liberian Government, embodying the results of u discuesioa at tilts Department in 
which representatives of your Department took part. 

I am, to state that it is proposed, should Lord Crewe see no objection to such a 
course, to instruct Hii Majesty's Consul at Liberia to communicate it to the Liberian, 
Government and to inform them thut His Majesty’s Government are w illing that the 
arrangement should come into force for a period of one year, at the end of which time 
it can be reconsidered by both GovernmtinU. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W, LANGLEY. 


Mo. 92, 


[31590] 


93 


55 


No* 104. 

Memorandum communicated by M GViwi&eu, September 10, 1908. 

EN accusant reception de la note de FAtnhasaadour do France du 17 Juillct, 
dernier relative a hi frontiiiro outre la Guinea Franfaiee, Sierra Leone, et Liberia, le 
Secretaire dh'ltnt pour lee Affaires Etraugeres derive 11 au Comte dc Mannoville le 
28 Aout dernier:— 

d'ai 1'iinnncur de vous fuire suvoir quo le Gonvernemcut de Sa Majesty compto 
attend re la nouvelle communication que le Gouvcmemeut do la Republiquc SO propose 
do tni fairs en ce tjui concerns la frontifrre Anglo-Fr&ngaise bisque co f louvernement 
eera cn possession d' in format ions plus precises stir lYffet quo la rectification projetcc 
de hi fronti&re An^lo-Libcriemne pemrra avoir sur lee possessions voismes. 1 ’ 

L'expresaton “ frontiers du Liberia “ employee dans la note de cette Ambaesade du 
17 Juillct dernier (ulmda 2) a sans dents laissc entendre & Sir Edward Grey que 
l 1 observation du Gouvcfnemeut Framjaie «ur u rincertitudc des donnfes geo* 
graphiques* &«v portalt aur la rectification prorates de la frontiers Anglo-Liberienue. 
Dans la pens4e de rAanbassadeur dc France et de son Gouveraement, cette expression 
portoil, non sur la rectification de la frontiers Angki-Liborienne, mail sur le t4 mjuste- 
ment 1 ' de la nouvdle frontiers Anglo-Fran^aiee qui exists depute LArrangement 
Fnmco-Ub&ien dc Septum bru 1907 outre la Sierra Leone et la Quince Fraugaiae etque 
le Gkmveraeraent Britannique desirerait voir remplaeer par le cguts de la Rivifere Mdli. 

M. Paul Gan)bon ttent u rectifier ce leger mtilcnteadu et saisit cette occasion pour 
renouveler a Sir Edward Grey les assurances de sa haute consideration. 

Ambnssade de France, Londres, 
te 10 Septembre, 11308. 


[31620] No* 105. 


Mr, HayTnan to Foreign Office,—(Received September II.) 

Dear Mr* Clarke, London, September 7, 1908. 

REFERRING to my call cn you last Friday, I now iuduse promised copy of the 
President's private letter for your information us to the state of affairs in Liberia. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY HAYMAN* 


Tnclosurc in No* 1.05. 

President Barclay to Mr* Huy man, 

(Private.) Executive Mansions, Monrovia, Liberia, 

Dear Consul-General Hay man* II, 1908. 

I DULY received your letter, hi which you give an account of the progress 
made with the yacht purchase for a guardacosto ami in other matters, and call my 
attention to the low .state of funds. I Imre abo received through the General Post Office 
the account you sent forward. 

A Ah Era. are not at nil to my iniml, but in a sense f have been rendered almost helpless 
by tile course of events since my arrival in Europe Inst year, 

between the English and French 1 can candidly say t do not know what the future 
will bring forth. The monetary demands which have been met could not have been 
avoided, an far ns ! can sec it, under the circumstances in which the country is placed. The 
first need of Liberia if she is to meet the international obligations which il ia now 
insisted she should ftalfil is money. We require a revenue of 150,000?. per year to meet 
these obligations. These are— 

J. An improved Customs system. 

2 . An improved j ad id a] system. 

3. A thoroughly drilled, disciplined, and efficient police force. 

4* A guardin'os in for watching the coast. 

5* A Financial Administration conducted on modern lines. 
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These requirement:* cannot properly be met without increased revenue, fa t!ie 

reason why 1 support Lam out f H application for more European skilled force. We 
actually did not have competent men in the Country. We arc badly off for trained 
officials in the European aense of the term. If we take a man out of one post it is 
difficult to fill tbo position vacated with a man equally competent. The flijtm want is 
increased salaries fat Liberian officials. Salaries are too low : the President, 750/. for 
all expenses ; a Secretary of State, 200/,; a Judge of Superior Court, 150/.; » Member 
of the Legislature, 125/. average salary. The cost of living has risen along the whole 
coast. A competent European employ<5 cannot be got for less than 350/., which will 
include passages yearly to and fro; for this he only gives nine months service. The 
inequality of salary is already giving rise to much complaint. People are not reasonable 
in this regard ; they forget that somebody has to suffer until things are put right, and 
that person must he the owner of the estate. For instance, Mr* McCnnts Stewart 
refused the offer of two office* because he said he could not live on the salary. 

The Frontier Force is slowly going ahead. Recruiting commences this month. Six 
months Imre been taken up in preliminaries, such as making a camp, parade ground, and 
the like. There wits a good deal of friction at first; this has now subsided, The trouble 
came out of a report that 400 soldiers were coming from Sierra l^eone ; then it was said 
that the force would be recruited from the Sierra Leone Protectorate ; then it vets said 
that the force was for my protection; and, again, that the button* for the uniforms had 
erowna instead of stars. It was admitted on nit hands lhat there would have to be 
European officers, but tile idea was disliked, lienee the constant talk and worry. The 
meeting you spoke of was called by members of the Government to put n stop to the 
calumnies, Major Cad ell lies so far done very well* He certainly has not spared him¬ 
self, Of course you know that the difficulty growing in Africa is the racial I rouble, but, 
barring any difficulty on that bead, I *ee success for the force. 

My principal trouble now fa with the French, They have become very jealous. 
They &»> there arc (oo many Englishmen employed, l met this by pointing out the 
difficulty 6f language. All tlic population of Liberia, native as well ns civilised, Hpcak 
English, if they speak any foreign language. The English Government has tried to do 
something for Liberia. The French, while professing friendship, bare slowly absorbed 
n large portion of the country. Then, again, those two nations nrc extremely jealous ot 
each other. If you meet an Englishman he will tell you beware of the French, A 
Frenchman h often extremely bitter about the English. Cun these two seta of people 
be brought to work harmoniously together for I be good of Liberia, or in the interest of 
Liberia if The French Govern mem i*i demanding reme representation on the Cun toms 
staff, and on the Frontier Force. They say I promised this in Faria, The Frontier Force 
project bad to wait the approval of the Legislature, and the arrangement with the 
Development Company was still in existence, and you will remember a change of the 
relations of the Company to Government wss not vouched mini [ returned I torn Paris to 
London, I have never had n word said to me on the subject of the Customs stiff and 
Frontier I urt-c while in Paris. 

The French CimMll Hinted yesterday, in a Conversation he had with ine, that 
Sir Edward Grey and yourself hud some conversation on the subject of employment of 
French subject*. 3 told him I had received no ininmililion on the subject I inquired 
of the English Consul whether he hud received a note of such conversation by l e leu ruin 
or otherwise j but ho said ,H ^o* 1 " CromtnoKti and Lament both wrote me about the 
Customs, but I &mid I did not particularly eee it. Yet mi arrangement might be come 
n> that two French subjects be appointed to the Customs and a medical officer to the 
Frontier fence. I think t his. would d-i no harm and might satisfy ike susceptibilities of 
the French on the subject. If Lament is handy instruct him in this sense ► Gromtuelin 
will help him. The French anti Liberian Delimitation Commission arrived at the Moa 
about the mi (Idle of July, It is a fright fully expensive thing even a,s tar as it has, gone. 
It lias already cost close on 3,000/. i must, confess I am still apprehensive on i lie score 
of the French. Wy have a -nmll force at ZinU, about 10 miles south of the new 
Iron licit hne. It was kept there to keep up our influence in the country, for tin- French 
had terrorized the whole hinterland of Liberia. Commander Nuber wrote mo advising 
its removal, us the French seem oppreheuaire that It would: he made a sort of base 
against them, as they were apprehending some fighting. I instructed the officer in 
charge to have nothing to do with any hostilities; bill sf we constantly retreat- siial] 
he in the sen shortly. 

I Jo not think I he action of the Sierra Leone officers in tin.- Protectorate is 
helpful to Liberia, rather to the contrary \V T e have a Collector and Commissioner at 
Kanre La him, but lie is constantly obstructed by the military men in occupation of the 


district. The country would settle dawn if this force was laken away, hut it is kept 
there and an unrest created is fatal to repose. As soon ils I have finished writing up 
the facts in the canes to which the English Government referred while I was in England* 
T shah send a Memorandum on the Kanre Lalnm business, i wanted to place it bet ore 
the Senate in January, hut Wallis would not scud in particulars oi the territory offered 
in exchange, saying that our reply about the reforms roust take precedence of any other 
matter, so we could do nothing. 

Trust you are keeping fit, and shall write you soon again* 

Yours* &e* 

(Signed) ARTHUR BARCLAY, 


[31105] Ho. 106* 

Foreign Office to M. LairtimL 

Fo-rripa Q#Pff t September 14* 1906. 

' I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 5th instant respecting the arms and ammunition for the Liberian gun-bent. 

I am to request that you will forward to this Office at an early date Lieutenant 
Bugged revised estimate of the ammunition he considers accessary* 

On receipt of that document inquiry will be made of 13m Admiralty as to whether 
they will allow a proportionate reduction in the cost, and the question of deferred 
payment will he submitted for the consideration cl the Treasury. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) F. A. CAMPBELL, 


[32763] No* 107* 

Ifr. IF. J, Lumont to Foreign Office, — (Eeenved September 21*) 



Linn Erichtj jtforjr/irid, Dundee, 

Sir, September IS, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to inform Ills Britannic Majc-stj'a Government that the 
three Sub-Inspect ora of Customs seconded from the Imperial Customs through the 
kind offices of His Britannia Majesty's Government to Urn reorganired Customs 
service of Liberia have all sailed for Monrovia, and will arrive them on or about the 
23rd instant. 

I received a cablegram from his Excellency President Barclay over a month ago 
suspending their appointment, hut as I was reliably informed from another smu-ec 
tbit he was obliged to take this step through pressure brought to bear on him by the 
French Consul at Monrovia, and that reluctantly, I determined to proceed with their 
appointment and dispatch, and have done accordingly, 

I am quite butc President Barclay will lie pleased when lie finds that the Sub- 
Inspectors Iiavc actually arrived, and he can* if he so desires* lay the entire onus of 
their dispatch to Liberia on my shoulder* to appease the probables annoyance of tlic 
French Consul* 

I have, &e, 

(Signed) W, J* LAM0NT, 

FintindiU Advisor to the Republic of Liberia, 


[32772] 


Mr. II"*.! Lamont to Foreign Office,—{Received September EL) 

Linn BricAfj Mdiyffieldf Dundee, 

September 18, 1908* 

1. HAVE the honour to acknowledge tbo receipt of your letter;of the 1 Lb instant, 
1 *— ■ * - J - --*-*i t n.*—revised estimate of the 


and in reply beg to forward, ns requested* Lieutenant Ruggtf 
ammunition fie considers necessary to properly equip the Liberian gun-boat" Eros," of 
which he is in command, _ . * . . , 

I am extremely grateful for the expedition with which His Britannic Majesty s 









Government Ims acted la facilitating the speedy dispatch of (ho ' Lros, and 1 am 
hopeful that we shall soon get her away now* I ahall take special care to soo that 
President Barclay mid the Liberian Cloverament are made fully aware ol the great 
kindness and invaluable aid His Britannic Majesty’s Government have accorded me 
on behalf of Liberian interests during my leave ol absence here* 

I shall probably be leaving for Liberia on the 11th proximo, and will be Ln London 
for $ome days previous ; if there arc any points on which it might be desired bo see 
me, or despatches to be taken to Captain Brttithwitito Wallis, I shall bo most happy to 
be of any service to His Majesty’s Foreign Office* 

(Signed)’ 8 ' 0 ' W. J. LAMOHT, 

Financial Adviser to the Republic of Liberia. 


Inclosure in No. 10S. 


Estimate of Antmuniiion required to equip the Liberian Gun*boot " Kras* 


6-pir. fused sM! 

3’[w* + 

Small-arm ball -.'SOS . 
M.G, tail -45 
PUtol. Webley 
SmaJUarm blank '303 


({otLrixih, 

19& 

4 BG 
15.000 
U$M 

4440 


3‘fir. Saluting i 

Empty owes „* .... « »• * * 

H&jn, £ll«d f , M .. .. . SiO 

Wsidfl, felt ,* .* .. ,* .* ** 250 

Wruts, mthbuarc! .. .. .. - + .. 

Primers « + .* . * •* .♦ 250 

Key.. ,* *. *. -• *. ** ] 

(Signed) W. J. IiAmgst, 

Finaaeiflf Adviser to the Government of Liberia. 

September IS, 1908. 

[32772] No. 109. 

Foreign Office to Admiralty. 

Eir t Fbr^n Office, September 23, 190S. 

WITH reference to tho letter from this Department of the 3rd instant relative to 
the proposal to supply certain arms and ammunition for the gun-boat recently acquired 
by the Liberian Government, I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to stats, for the 
information of tho Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty! that a letter baa now been 
received from Mr. W, J* Lament, the Financial Adviser to &e Liberian Government, 
inclosing a reduced estimate of the ammunition which Is considered necessary k> 
complete the armament of the H Eros. rt 

Sir E. Grey would be glad if lie could be informed as soon as possible what the 
cost d the ammunitio n required by Mr* Turnout would amount to* 

I am, Ac* 

(Signed) F. A. CAMPBELL. 


[33281] Ko* 110* 

Consul Wallis to Sir Edward Grey* —(Received September 26.) 

(No. 85* Africa. Confidential.) 

Sir, Monrovia t August 27, 1908* 

I HAVE tho honour to confirm my cablegram No. 34 of the 2Gth instant. 

In a conversation 1 had with President Barclay on Saturday, lie said ho felt very 
uneasy about the appointment of French officers in the Liberian service. His 
Excellency seems to have already regretted having communicated with tire Liberian 
Consul-General in Loudon and tho Charge tTAlluires in Paris upon tbU subject* 
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After our conversation had lasted For some time, Mr* Barclay expressed a hope 
that His Majesty’s Government would bo able to do something to help him in tho 
matter* lie finally said that perhaps I could telegraph to the Foreign Office and 
ask them to approach tho French Government not to press the Liberian Government 
t* appoint French officers here, for some time at any rote* His Excellency added that 
he hoped l would regard this conversation as strictly confidential* and that upon no 
account should the French Government be made aware of his request. 

I told the President that I would telegraph to inquire whether anything could be 
done, and at the same time mention that tho French Government should not bo 
apprised of his request* 

The fact is, the Germans have been making themselves -unpleasant about these 
proposed French appointments, and seem to be bringing pressure to bear upon the 
President to stop them, * 

[ have &c 

(Signed) * BRAITHWAITE WALLIS. 


[33604] No* 111* 

Colonial Office to For sign Office*—{Received September 28*) 

Sir* Downing Street, September 26, l&QS. 

1 AM directed by the Earl of Crewe to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
the Kith instant, inclosing a copy of a Memorandum from the French Ambassador in 
explanation of a supposed ambiguity in his note of the 17th July on the subject of the 
proposed readjustment of the north-eastern boundary of Sierra Leone. 

2* Tho note in question was not understood by Lord Crewe in a sense different 
from that of \L Camhon’s Memorandum, but* in view of that Memorandum, hie 
Lordship would suggest* for the consideration of Secretary Sit E. Grey, that it might 
be well to inquire of the French Government whether Ilis Majesty's Government are 
correct in resuming that they will take stops to obtain further information as to 
the effect of the proposed alteration of tho new- frontier between Sierra Leone and 
French Guinea, and that a further reply to the proposals of His Majesty’s Government 
may 1 yu expected in duo course* 

I am, Ac* 

(Signed) R* L. ANTROBUS* 


[32763] 


No, 112* 


Sir Edward Grey to Consul Wallis. 

(No* 18.) 

(Telegraphic.) P, Foreign Office, September 28* 1908* 

CUSTOMS officials. 

Your telegram No* 32 of tho 22nd ultimo* 

Mr. Lament informs us that throe Englishmen, who were due to arrive at 
Monrovia on tho 23rd instant* were sent out in spite of President's suspension of 
their appointments. 

Thu President should, if necessary, bo informed that Hi.s Majesty’s Government 
do not accept any responsibility for this action* 


[33822] No. 113. 

Consul Wallis to Sir Edward Grey* — (Received September 30*) 

(No. 92. Africa* Confidential) 

eir* Monrcwifl, September 6, 1908* 

WITH reference to a report from His Majesty’s Ambassador at Washington, 
No. 3. Africa* of the ">th June last* describing a conversation his Excellency had with 
the United States" Foreign Hecreleiry upon the subject ol the ehnos existing in Liberian 
ndflira, it seem* evident that Mr. Root docs not understand the real situation in this 
country, His remark that the difficulties in Liberia were attributed large!? to the 
[1&91] 2 G 
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existence of a mess of uncivilised blacks, whom tbe Liberiao Government were unable to 

of these seuri-eieBiaed negroes is a much graver 
evil than LvenTe SrWism of the aborigines in the hintorlaml. with whom, as a matter 
of fact, tbe Liberians have bad little or no dealings. It hen they have * on 'f '!' "’V' l ' 
with these tribes, His Majesty's Government have, upon more than we**. been 
made painfully aware of tbe results. 1 refer particularly to afla.rs w.the front ter. 

The Liberians profesa Christianity, and, under its guise, commit al kinds ot 
iniquities. They are blackguards of the worst type, and slavery is rampant throughout 

the raent _ tllere ;s none _ The question of control by these A™- 

Liberians of the H million aborigines of the interior is outside the pale of ^trioufl 
dhmiMion ; 0 they have mt even partial control of the 350 miles which constitute the 

Last^yca™when I visited the Krn Coast in one of His Majesty’s ships, the Chiefs 
there absolutely defied the so-called Government of the Liberians, because, they said, of 

the “^c«nttp^on of some 16,000 to 20,000, a large number of whom 

8re < Thed^iorabSoaHii^Mi here cannot be properly understood by ^^rnaTto torert 
the United States; and it would be well, as they profess to take such a paternal mkrest 
in Liberia, if these facta were clearly explained to Mr. Secretary Boot. 

Mr, Bryce has, 1 observe, already spoken freely upon the subject, anil it might assist 
his Excellency to get a dear understanding of the whole ritaatfo ajf wpbw of some 0 
my Reports on the subject were sent to His Majesty * Embassy at Washington- 
} I observe in the press that the Liberian Delegates were very wdtt rccd.ed at 
Washington, The United states' Government arc probably luiawiire tl.at one ot its 
member is a thorough scoundrel, and has been accused of perpetrate* ^ b of 
crime, including murder; but this individual is typical of the So-called civilised 
element io this country 

I have, <£c, 

(Signed) BRATTHWA1TE WA UM. 


C32763] 


Ho. 114, 

Foreign Office fa Mr. W* X Lam on l r 


g. Foreign OfJ\ve t September 30, 100b. 

lTt I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the m-cipt of your letter 
of the 18th instant stating that, in spite of President Barclay s instructions, you took 
upon yourself the responsibility of sending out to Libera the th ree Sub-Iusp^ters or 
Customs, who wore duo to arrive at Monrovia on the 23nJ instaiif. 

It must, of course, be clearly understood that no responsibility for this action on 
joor part rests on llis Majesty* Government* who dowre to leave I resident Bnroby 
fjiVia lik own decision in this matter, _ _ 


to take his own decision in this matter, 

Consul Wallis has been instructed to point this out to Mr. Barclay* H necessary. 

I am* &c. 

(Signed) Mi. LANGLE'i, 


[33604] 


No, 116. 

Sir Edward Grey to M. Cflm&on. 


vrr Foreign Office, Oeto&er 5, 1&08. 

° U Vmi reference to your BxceUrttey’s note of the 17th July Iasi and in con¬ 
tinuation o£ my communication of tbe 28th August on the suhteeT of the 
readjustment of the nortU-cwtem boundary of Smrre Leone, Hiuie the V* 

inquire whether, in view of the language used m your Exeellenry * note, Elia'Majesty « 
Government™ correct m athat the Government of tha HqmMic wdMako 
steps to obtain further information sis to the effect of tbe proposed alteration tho 


new frontier between Sierra Leo no and French Guinea, and whether a further reply 
to the proposals of His Majesty's Government may be expected in due course, 

X PftT6| tvO, 

(Signed) E* GREY. 


t3S119] 


No, 116. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office*—(Received October 10,) 


g. Uatortiwi? October 9, 1008. 

T \\\ directed by the Earl oF Crowe to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 0th ultimo, inclosing a copy of a Memorandum by the Chief Jfinancial Adv^e* te 
the Liberifin Government outlining a proposed arrangement between His Mates j J 
Government and the Government of that Republic with regard to the navigation of 

1 ^ \ Ll Lord Crewe concurs in the proposal of Sir E. Grey that the Memorandum 
should be communicated to the Liberian Government officially, and that they should 
he informed that 10s Majesty’s Government are willing that the arrangement shmOd 
come into force for a period of one year* after which tirao rt &bould l>e reconsiflor. J by 
both Governments, His Lordship suggests* however* that, in offem^ the armnge- 
mentto tbe Liberian Government* it should he stipulated that* in conformity with 
the terms of the original Agreement of tho 15th July, 1903* the permission to navigate 

the river is not to be exercised na a matter of right 

3. The proposed arrangement is being communicated to ilia Sierra Leone 

Government. „ 

I am* <m. 

(Signed) R, L. ANTRGBU8. 


[36371J 


No. 11T. 


Qus 9 (umi diked is the House of Commons, Oetotfr 15, 1303, 


«- gaa —To ask the Secretory of Stabs for Foreign Affairs what progress has bom 

^awt»«l from lobito Bay, Western Africa; - rt 
intended to make a connection with this lino and that of the Rhodesian or othi r 
part of rh^ranwiy syslein of British South Africa; is the gauge of the railway 
eimihiT to that of the British Soulh African system ; »»d whether he has already 
^eured, or in the future intends to secure, transit of good* m bond through 

to British territory.__ 

Amer, 

According to the latest information received, about 215 kilonu of the line have 
Tbh-h constructed. Nothing Is known with regard to an eventual connection between 
the” ohito Bay Railway and tbe Rhodesian or other British South Africau hues. las 
tbe i-oojto ■( gini - lar l0 of the Rhodesian lines. Ho arrangement has 

hecu^iade with regard to the transit of goods in bond through to Britfch territory as 
negotiations on ikifpSnt, before the completion o! the line and the publication of the 

tariff, would be premature. 


[35119] Na na 

Foreign Office (o Cansul Wallis, 

(No, 600 Foreign Office* October In, 1008. 

Sltv WITH reference to your despatch No. 12, Conddcntud, or the 1UU March M, I 
f 1 i—rttejl by Secretary Sir E. Givv to iutorm you that, ua the Mndt vf discussion* 
KwSJ&^pSSafe'iito Colonial Office, and Mr. LwnoPt* certain &&&** 
of wli^i copies niv: inclosed hctcwiUi,* W b “n ilraivn up on tbe subject of the 
navigation of the Mans River. # ^ 
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I am to request that you will communicate these Regulations to the Liberian 
Government, informing them at the same time that Ills Majesty's Government are 
willing that the arrangement embodied therein should come into force for a period of 
one year, after which time it should be reconsidered by both Governments, 

In offering the arrangement to the Liberum Government, you should stipulate 
that in conformity with the terms of the original Agreement of the 15th July, 1903, 
the permission to navigate the Mano River is not to be exercised as a matter of 
right, 

I am, tire. 

(Signed) W* LANGLEY. 


[37628 i No. 110* 

Af, GTiti&ott is Sir Edward Grey ,— (Received October 30.) 

Ambastiade de France, Londres, 

M. le Secretaire d'Etat, fe 28 Ociobre, 1908. 

A L/0CCASI0N de nos conversations relatives aux nre&or&s do reorganisation, 
potueuivies actuellcment par le Gouveraeinent Lib! lien. j avals eu aoin do foil® 
connaitre a votre Excellence r par uno note en date du 27 Mars dernier,lea engagements 
pris par le President Barclay a regard do la France quant a la part de concoura quTl 
auralt entuellement h demander k nos nationaux. 

En raison lies nambremes nominations dc stujeta Britanui quest tl-^jA Unites dans lea 
forces do police et dims lea donates, mon Gouvernement vient de rappeler an President 
Barclay ses promeases ct lui a dciuaudc do oonferer a dea Fran gals lefi eruplois encore 
vucants dans cos deux organismea. Mais la tnajorild do ceux-d se trouvant ddjA 
occupy, mon Gouvememont a amend A demander, A tstre do compensation, qu’LI aoit 
fait ehoix d f un meducin Framjais qui pourrait eiercer les functions d Inspects ur de 
P Hygiene, 

En portent ces indications A la eonnui stance do votre Excellence, je croie inutile 
de marquer qtrieUea n’impltquent aucun chaugemcnt de la pul clique de la France au 
Liberia, mate que les demanded en question out settlement pour but d'empAcher qne la 
balance des avantages accordes a ses reseorLi slants n’y soit rompua an detriment do 
leurs iutirete et de lours droits. 

Mon Gouvernement rests Odele A la Ligne de conduits dont voire Excellence disoit* 
par eu note dit 14 Avril, qu’elle no eaumit soulever nucune objection de la part du 
Gouvernement do Sa Majeste. 

VeuUlca, Ac* 

(Sign^) PAUL GAMBON. 


[37099] No. ISO. 

Vonaut WaUis to Sir Edward Qrey+— (Received October SO.) 

(No, 90, Africa. Confidential) 

Sir, Monrovia) October 9, 1900. 

I RAVE received from the Govern meat of Sierra Leone a number of various 
complaints against the Liberian officials at Kauri* Lahtiu, who are apparently keeping 
up tire reputation of their Government by behaving in a disgraceful and fraudulent 
manner. 

British officers at that station have consequently been placed in positions of some 
difficulty, hut they appear to have shown both tact and patience in their dealings 
with the Liberian official*. 

The correspondence sent to me on tile h object, w hich has probably boon for¬ 
warded by the Governor of Sierra Leone to the Colonial Office, once again discloses a 
state of affairs as intolerable as they are dangerous. The Liberians, as has so often 
been reported, arc one and all incapable of performing the ordinary functions of 
Government, and their administration of the (jferritories coming within the sphere of 
"Liberia." is outside the pule of serious discussion. The difficulty can, however, be 
solved by the appointment of carefully selected white British officers as Residents or 
Commissioners in the interior, and 1 hope soon to he aide to report that this plan has 
been, or w ill he. carried mil. 
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Hut I still desire the final settlement of the Kan re Latum question to ho post¬ 
poned Eor another two or three imonths, on political grounds. I have, however, in- 
formed the President of Liberia that if the Liberian official a continue to interfere with 
the administration of that part of the country by the Sierra Loo tie authorities, they 
will be liable to be dealt with summarily. I have also stated that the Colonial 
Government are willing to give the Liberian Customs officer* on or near the frontier 
every assistance in the legitimate exorcise of their functions as Customs officers. 

Before taking further steps in tko matter, however, I propose having a personal 
interview with the Governor of Sierra Leone upon this subject, and I shall visit 
Freetown shortly for a few days. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) BRAITHWAITE WALLIS. 


[37701] No. 121, 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Recewed October 30,) 

Sir, Downing Street , October 30, 1908, 

I AM directed by the Earl of Crewe to transmit to you, to be laid before Secretary 
Sir Edward Grey, with reference to previous correspondence, the accompanying' copy of 
a despatch from the Officer administering the Government of Sierra Leone, with its 
indosures, representing the difficulties occasioned by the attitude of the Customs 
officers stationed in the territory in the norlSi-west of Liberia which k at present under 
British control. 

2. As Sir E, Grey is aware, the Secretary of State for the Colonics and the Sierra 
Leone Government have hitherto acquiesced in the posting of Customs officers in the 
territory in question from a desire to asbkt the Liberian Government in the task of 
reorganizing their finances and otherwise reforming the internal administration of the 
country. If, however, these officers sack to exercise authority in excess of that which 
legitimately belong* to them in the capacity in which they are allowed to remain in the 
country, the maintenance of the #itdw ouo becomes impossible. Thin has now occurred 
on more than one occasion, and Lord C reive I eels that the tune has come to address 
a strongly worded remonstrance to the Liberian Government mid in inform them that if 
further trouble of the same kind is experienced it will be necessary to exclude Customs 
officers altogether so long as the territory remains subject to British control, Incidea- 
tally I am to draw attention to lhe disreputable character of some of the Customs 
officers employed by the Government of Liberia, as disclosed in the accompanying 
correspondence, 

3. A draft is inclosed of the reply which it is proposed to send to the Sierra Leone 
Government, and [ am to request that Lord Crewe may be informed at an early date 
whether Sir E. Grey concurs ill its terms, 

4. Lord Crewe desires me to ftdd that the incidents out of which the present corre¬ 
spondence has arisen sene to show the importance of obtaining an early settlement of 
the boundary question, 

1 am, die. 

(Signed) C, F, LUCAS. 


IneloBura 1 in No. 121, 

Draft Despatch front the Eart of Crate to the Officer Administering the Government of 

Sierra Leone. 

(Confidential) 

gjr p Downing Street, October , 1908, 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Confidential despatch of 
the 2Uth September, with its iiReinsures, on the subject of rhe unsatisfactory behaviour of 
the Liberian Customs officers stationed in the Ivarnre Lalinn territory, 

2. A strongly worded remonstrance is being addressed to the Liberian Government, 
and they are being informed lhat if further trouble of the same kind js experienced it 
will be necessary to exclude Liberian Customs officers altogether so long as the territory 
remains under British control. In the meantime you are anihorifled to "ive directions 
for the Htimmarv expukion of Mr. Lamondttie from the territory it he is again discovered 

[1391] a 1> 
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to be deliberately receding his proper functions as Customs officer after btin* warned 
bj the British authorities responsible for the control of ihe district. 

3 ; I slioutd be glad to learn the result of the application for the extradition of 

Mr cnicoL 

I have, &c. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 121, 

Acting Governor of Sierra Leone to the Earl of Croce, 

(Confidential! Government House, Freetown, Sierra Leone 

M >~ "9™> September 26, 1908. 

IN hi« Confidential despatch of the 22nd January Inst, Mr. Frohvn drew attention 
to the difficulties which were being experienced in maintaining the stains quo in the 
Knurc Lahun territory owing to the attitude of Mr. Hughes, the Liberian Customs 
official stationed at Kanre Lalum. In reply to (hat despatch. Lord Elgin wrote on the 
21st V ebmary, drawing attention to bin Confidential despatch of the 11 (It idem, relating 
to the arrangements made for the temporary administration of the territory in question 
during the process of the negotiations with the Goifeniinent of Liberia for a readjust 
ment of the Angio-LibeHhn boundary, and directed that Mr. Hughes should be warned 
ths( the Kan re Lahun territory is for the present under British control, nn.l that unless 
he conformed generally to the wishes of the Sierra Leone authorities, he would lie li ihlo 
to be dealt with summarily. 

2. I regret to inform your Lordahip that (he difficulties of the situation have again 
become accentuated owing to the attitude adopted by Mr. Lnmondinc, Mr. HuglieH 1 
successor at Kanre Lahun. I inclose a copy of reports and inclosures which J liave 
roceived from Major lc Mcsimer, from which it will be seen that Mr, Lamnndine's action 
js Huefa an to seriously interfere with the proper administration of the country bv the 
British ofticiak J 

& 1 communicated with the British Consul at Monrovia on the subject 

and have sent him a copy of the correspondence which forms An inclumirc to this 
despatch. I attach a copy of the letter written to Mr. Wallis bv the Acting Colonial 
Secretary by my direction. 

i. T he British officers at Kan re Lab tin are in a very difficult position, which ts 
rendered still more difficult by the overhearing mnnner of the Liberian officials who 
belong to n class which corresponds with what is known an the creole dms in this 
Colony, and who are with good reason regarded by the Erihcs in the Protectorate 
and adjacent country with suspicion and distrust. The man Nicol who is referred to in 
Major Lc Mesurieria report is Hie same person who k referred to in my Confidential 
despatch of the 4th August, and who T am endeavouring to extradite, 

5 - The position of affairs at Kabre Lahun, as pointed out by Mr. Probyn in hi 8 
despatch quoted in the first paragraph of this despatch, k most difficult, and is daily 
becoming worse, and I trust that a settlement of the Liberian qaestiou will soon be 
arrived at. 

6. Acting on the instructions contained m paragraph 3 of Lord Elgin’s Con¬ 
fidential despatch of the 21st February, 1908, I have Instructed Major Lo Mmirier to 
afford All possible assistance and support to the Liberian Customs officers stationed 
in the Kanre Lilian territory in the legitimate exercise cl their authority u* Cmimm 
officers, but that he should inform Mr. La mundine that he will not be permitted to make 
arrests, and that, unless he re A riels bimaelf solely to his Customs duties, and conforms 
generally to the Wishes of the Sierm Leone authorities, he will be dealt with *inmnaril v. 

7. After this warning, if Mr. Lamondiue porai*te hi continuing; the line of action he 
baa adopted, l propose to instruct Major Lc Mcsurier to remove the Liberian official* 
Iroiu that portion of the Kan re Lahun territory which k at present under British 
control. 

8. \\ itb reference to paragraph 7 of Major Lc Mesurier’s letter of the lUh instant 
I have to st.ite that 1 have not acceded to his suggestion, as J do not consider it either 
necessary or advisable. Any Addition to 1 lie force already sin Hone d at Kanre Lalnm 
would, in my opinion, only cause mi.undorstanding and unrit-ce-sfin irritation at 
Monrovia. 

I have, (fee. 

___ [Unsigned.] 


a: 


■' tOci’ • * 

i - <?**•*?*•,■ - ► ** ■ ,. - v i. * T * a«: 
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Incloaura 3 in No. 121. 

Major Le Mesurier to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone. 

Dam, August 19, 1908. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward the following report in connection with the present 
dtuaton at Kanre Lahun. Captain Gordon has for some time been troubled by Hie 


Excellency the Governor's Confidential Minute Of the 3rd MWttD, LtfW, it was tugii y 
undesirable that there should lie any trouble at Kanre Lahun, Matters grew rapidly 
wor*c> particularly when a Mr. Nicol, formerly clerk in the Ihmguma district, 
came to live with Mr. Lnmnndme and assist him in hk work. Mr. Nicol is wanted on a 
criminal charge in the Protectorate, and fled to Knuro Lahun to escape justice, When 
1 wn* recently at Kfinre Laban n letter arrived from Monrovia appointing him Aralgtorat 
Customs Officer and—so be gave out—Assistant. District Commissioner. During a 
recent patrol in the country 1 heard everywhere that Mr. Lamoadine lias given out that 
he is a District Commissioner, and in aoma cases lie has interfered in palavers ns such. 
He also goon about the country doing nil he can to undermine our authority and render 
tin already difficult situation doubly difficult and tho posh ion of the West African Front icr 
Foice officer At Krutc Lahun almost impossible. Lately he has been informing the 
natives that the Liberians are training 490 soldiers at Monrovia, who will shortly come 
an d drive us out of the country, aiui then let those who do not obey him now beware. T 
attach ft copy of a letter l recently sent to Mr. Lamondinc, written in reply to letters from 
bin, to Captain Cordon. The letter itself will explain the reason of the correspondence. 
I attach Mt* Lamondraefo reply to me. My letter, which appears to be somewhat 
strong!v worded, was written alter a very careful inquiry into all the subjects referred to 
in it, and 1 considered nothing but a strong letter would have any effect. 1 am ignorant 
as to the extent to which the Liberian Government at Monrovia benefit by the Customs 
stations in the Katire Lab mi country, but there can be no doubt as to the barm they do 
in the countrv, both interfering w ith free trade and the administration of the country by 
Uii ! ras very averse to faking strong action iti this matter, but the arrival of 
Mr. Nicol on the scene lias rendered our position intolerable owing to the aggressive 
interference adopted recently by Mr. Luum inline, who appears to In- much in fine need in 
Ins actions by the former. Curiously enough, the attached letter from Dr, Maxwell ha* 
just arrived, inquiring as to Mr. Nleot's whereabouts, and confirming my statement that 
be k wanted in the Protectorate. If the status quo h to be maintained at Ksure Lahun 
and the territory near, f would- most, strongly urge that both Mr. Lwnondioe and 
Mr. Nicol be removed from Kaure Lahun and replaced by some official who ■.rill confine 
hi* attention to Customs duties pure and simple. 

(Signed) 1\ NT LE MESL'ltlEK, Major, Commanding 
Sierra Leone Battalion, W&si African 
Frontier Force, 


Inelosure 4 in No. 12L 


Major Le Mcsurier to Mr. LctmonAin*. 

Ktmre Lttkitn, August 18, 1908. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that 1 have re ml over the correspondence 
referred loin your letter of yesterday, and having heard all the details nf tile ease from 
Captain Cordon, I cannot see tlmt it is nece^ary to take any further scrion in. the 
mailer. Captain Gordon is* iti charge of this country, aud uiy interference in small 
local matters of this sort would have the very worst results. 

2. I would, however, like to point out that your position here as thHmns Agent 
doca not exempt you from being amen able to the ordinary Laws and 11 cgu la turns in force 
in this country. ’ A prisoner escaped, the alarm sotmded, and men were hoiU after lum. 
The chnse led through your grounds in the same way it has nfteu done in eivilisted 
EngkituL You complaincd^ and CapUiu Gortlon wrote to tell you that lie was sorry' Hint 
il "should have been necessary for tho men to go there. I nder Hie f ireumsinunes^ 
your requcsl for a public apology appear- to me to he unreasonable. ' would also 
point out that von abused and insulted these men* who were in tin- perfonuaiiee nt ileeir 
duty This docs net conduce to friendly re h terns lie tween ynurselJ mid the Fro n tiers. I 
truit you ^ill refrain from doing m in Hit* future. 
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3* I observe that you head your loiter ** District Commissioner''j also I have 
learnt, during a recent patrol through this cmmiry, that yon give out to the people that 
you are ti District Commissioner ta thin country. with trie result that you have caused sach 
trouble and misimdcrstanding among the natives. f would point oat lhal you. have no 
right whatsoever either to call yourself " District Commissi oner ’ in thi> Country or in 
any way to act as such. Von have l>ce» permitted 1" remain at Kunro Lalmu simply 
us Customs Agent, and you have no right to interfere with the administration of the 
country. 

4. Yonr letter of to-day, requesting an explanation from Captain Gordon as to 
what steps he Las taken to settle certain disputes in the country, is before me. It 
is very apparent from this and other letters that you consider yourself entitled to inter¬ 
fere in these matters. Gonset]uently I Lave instructed Captain Gordon that you are 
acting ultra rire$, and have no right to question Lis decision in unlive mutters which 
do not personally concern you* 

5. 1 would point out that if Chief Banbonc, or any other Chief, likes to make a law 
in hia country that no rice in his country is to he sold outside he is perfectly entitled 
to do so, also to punish any of his people who disobey Htidi a law. The Frontiers 
are stationed at Dodo for the express purpose of assisting the Chief in matters oi this 


sort. 


G. I notice that the customs station at Marso is still maintained. It was originally 
permitted purely as n temporary measure. llano, being in the middle of this 
country, interferes Very much with trade. It is uElusUal to place customs stations and 
posts at places other than on the borders of a CL>untry. Please have the station at Mono 
removed. 


(Signed) 1\ N„ LE MESURIEII* Major, Commanding 

Sierra Leant; battalion, West African 
Frontier Force. 


Inclosure 5 in No* 131. 


Mr. Lamonditte to Major Le Mcourier. 

Liberian Custom# Deportment, Kttnre Lahun, 
Sir, August IS, 1908* 

I HAVE your Jotter of to-day*s date. 

Flense note that the nature of yutir reply is such that 1 cannot, but refer the whole 
correspondence, including yonr reply, to head-quarters, ami the answer will be forwarded 
by my Government through the proper channel. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PAUL R LAM ON DINE, 

District Commissioner and Collector of Customs. 


Inclosure 0 in No. 121* 

Dr* Mnrwdl to Major Le Me Mirier, 

August 17, 1908. 

I SHOULD be much obliged if you could give me any information respecting the 
whereabouts of a man Nieol, lie was formerly school master at Panguma. A warrant 
wan issued for his arrest, and he absconded and went io Kan re Lahun, where ho was last 
April, I believe. Can you tell me if he is still in Enure Lahun, and, if not, w here he hau 
gone to 1 

(Signed) J* C. MAXWELL, 

District Commissioner, 


Inclosure 7 in No. 121. 

Major Le Mesurier to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone, 

Darn, September 4, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith the information requested by his Excel¬ 
lency in bin Minute of the ilfith August, 1998. 
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2. The attached statements show that both Mr. Lamondine and Mr. Nico! 
have been giving out to the natives that they are District Commissioners, that they 
have been doing their utmost to induce both Chiefs and people to support them m 
Huch (well knowing that by doing so they injure our authority), and Unit they have 
hceu trying lo induce Chief Fa Bund* to go no Monrovia, telling him that -150 soldiers, 
arc coming to Kan re Lahun, and that he '‘did not like the Liberians now, but soon ho 
would have to like them.” 

a. The people at Kanre Lahun and in the district know that soldiers are being 
drilled at Monrovia* and they also know that, after occupying it for some three years, wo 
have handed over the country north of the Moa River to the French, and at the same 
time they lire informed by Mr. Lamondine arid bin agents that Mr. Lamondine is to 
be the *' big" District Commissioner when the Liberians take over the country. 
The natural result of this is that the people urc afraid to disobey Mr. Lamondine or 
his agents, or to report cases of ill-treatment. It is easy to understand how difficult it 
]* to carry On the control of the country under these Circumstances. I would also point 
out that the right of Mr* Lamondine and Lis agents (who arc called “Court Messengers” 
and clothed ns such) to step any one ihey choose and examine nil toads, hntli on (he 
border and in the interior of the country, gives them tremendous power, and every 
facility to browbeat and ill-treat the natives. If the natives complain, we arc told that 
it was u case of smuggling, and the probability is that the complainants receive further 
ill-treatment, which they arc afraid to report. Paragraph :i of the Secretary of State’s 
Confidential despatch of (lie 21st February, 1908, slates that the Customs official ‘ A will 
not be permitted to make arrests within the territory*" I consider that thin power to 
stop any one in the country* examine their loads* bring them to Kan re iL&tmn Lo the 
Customs official to be fined out of their property, for a real or imaginary offence, consti¬ 
tutes the power of making “ arrest* ” in n particularly dangerous form, especially when 
one consider* all the other circumstances of the case mentioned above, The tact that 
both Mr, Lamondine and Mr* Nicol openly proclaim them selves '* District Commissioner!*/ 1 
and head and sign their letter!* to Captain Gordon as such, although they have been 
requested not to do so, shows that, ao far from assisting us to administer flic country, 
they are hindering us* That there has been practically uti trouble during the past six 
months is largely due to the fact that Captain Gordon lias rendered every a^i stance to 
Mr* Lamondine* ha* almost invariably accepted Mr, LmiumdjueK explanations of 
complaints oi natives against his agents, am) dune everything in bis power to avoid 
trouble with Mr* Lamondine, though he hits frequently fell that the complaints wore 
genuine. The (Secretary of Slate, in the despatch quoted uhmv, slates in paragraph 3 
“and that, unless Le confirms generally to the wishes of the Sierra Leone authorities he 
will be liable to be dealt with summarily* 1 ’ f consider that his recent actions do the 
very reverse of “ conform generally ” to the wishes of the Sierra Leone authorities, and 
I I Link strong action is very necessary if wo are to continue to temporarily control the 
country. J think it more than ever necessary now that Mr* Nicol has hcen appointed 
District Commissioner at Kan re taihun. Every one knows tha e he is “ wanted " on a 
criminal charge in the Protectorate, ami bin appointment to a position, of such power, 
presumably with our sanction—at all events, without ■ mr nppnpiirinti—will assuredly have 
the very wnrst results. [ Lave been ve»y a versa to reporting trouble at Kunrc Lahun 
since receiving Ids Excellency'^ instructions contained in his Minute of the 3rd March* 
1908* viz.; ii: Every endeavour must he made to act on tbni. policy* and not to net with 
respect to Mr* Hughes now in a way which will create diltieidli'*/ In spite of great 
difficulties. Captain Gordon has made every cudeavimr tu carry mil thin policy, and has 
done k o with considerable bUcCcrj!, In view ..f recent events, l would most strongly 
urge (hat some steps be shortly taken to rectify what has huemue an almost impossible 
position. 

■4. I also attach gome example of complaints received hy Captain Gordon from lime 
to time. It will be noticed that in some cases there was n retain! of property wrongfully 
seized, hut this does not alter the fact that the offence was comm it ted. 

5* l observe that the Santiggi of Gcimn (ettta attached siateiflont marked “A M J 
Htatcs that Mr. Lamondine informed Chief .taka *■ that all the omnlrr right up to Geima 
belonged to him now, as that was under Liberian control,," this, is part of toe country 
referred to in my letter of the 19th August, 190s, ns being placed temporarily under our 
control but up to date not administered by us. To avoid run misunderstanding in the 
matter, l Lai] intended to send some of Chief Ita Bunda'g flan|iggt> to warn the people* 
amt then proceed there myself to* interview the Chiefs, and a! tiie same time map the 
boundary. Apparently A]r* Lmnondme has made a Im wanl imivemem, and intend-, to 
Commence to assume control of that part, I think it is iery necessary tiiiu he should 

ns9i] 2 e 






















1 » 


106 

be informed etonre, nmd suggest that I proceed to the border to interview him and try to 
arrancc ami cablj that lie wUl abstain from exemnng control over the Geima I 

also observe in the same tetter that Chief Gandi has arrived at Vahtin trom Monrovia. Uhs 
aiijriirs ill for the peace of the country. Gandi was the Chief who made great r ™mls 
with Mr Lomii-v at the time when the latter was committing bo many atrocities . m the 
covmtry. He lclt with Mr. I.omax when the latter returned to Monrovia. 1 think 
it anite possible that Gandi might try to induce the natives over the southern border of 
Fa Tinntta’s country to create trouble. I do not mean to WflMrt that 

trouble need be anticipated, but it to posaiMe, though not probable, that mi odd nahve 
might be induced to fire a gun ami create trouble. 1 Hunk it is verj"“LS 
that souictiling should be done at once, but would like some further instructions be fore 

taking Aliy action. (g . - p Ki Lfi MESUBtEK, Major, Commmdintj 

Sierra Leone BaUttiio n, West African 
Frontier Force, 


Inclosur© 8 in No* 121. 

Statement# b$ Nairn# of Kanre Lahun . 

JOHN BOKARI BUNBA, of Kanre Lahun, elates 

" About a fortnight ago Mr. Lamondine told me that he was pow foil District 
Commissioner here fat Kanre Uliun), that Mr. N’icol was appointed Assistant Dial net. 
Commissioner at Kamatakun, and that Major Cade)! was dnlhng t(>0 men m Monrovia 
and was coming up here. He had a letter from Monrovia about tils appointment 
of restrict Commissioner, I asked his clerk (Macaulay; how they were going ti; get on 
without ft gaol Macaulay said they would use Liberian gaol, N&s. 1, aM 3 ties, and 

explained how a mail was tied for each* t _ 

** Uiuonsiino also pointed to the Liberian ling and said we must believe that Huh was 

Liberian country, because we saw the flag* 

2. Morno Gbe, of Kanre Lahun, stales:— 

“One day. about a fortnight ago, Mr, Nicol called me and naked Die to bring 
palm wine for him. He said that Macaulay had come from Monrovia and brought a 
paper and that he had turned btg man now—that Lamoudrne was big Jhatnct 
Commissioner and he was Assistant District Commisrioncr, that Lamondme w Mg 
District Commissioner would ait down at Kanre Lahun, and tlial lie, Nicol.. as Assistant 
District Commissioner would sit down at Kamatakun* Then they killed a cow and made 
play. He gave me a bottle of gin and said I must make glad for him, as he had become 

a big man from to-day/ 1 

3, Bandera, of Kanre Lahnn, states:— 

« About ten days or n fortnight ago I was bringing in carriers to work in Kanre 
Lahun Mr. Nicol saw me coining in with the carriers and tailed me and told me to sit 
di]wn He said Lamondilie was made Ihg District Commissioner and himself Assistant 
District Commissioner, and that he wanted to do good for the people of the county* He 
gave me half a bottle of gin.’* 

■1, Moan a, of Gichutij states 

•* Lomondiue met me and Mousse.* (of Geima) at Goima, ITe told Moussu t hat bo 
was made District Commissioner of Kanre Lahun now (this was about thirteen day^ ago)- 
When Lamoudiue returned to Kanre Lahun, lie sent and called Moun^a I rum \ n-mia, 
nnd Mo™ came* Lwnondiiii tohl Mous&a that he had told him be was made District 
Commissioner and that Moussa had never done any good for him yet- Mtmm. *w«, 
■ AU right I hear/ and Mouflsa and l left the barracks (t.e. Customs compound). 
Then we met Nicol, who told ns he was going away, as he was made Di&mct Commis¬ 
sioner at K.n matakun, but he was leaving the big DistrictCommissioner here (Kanre 
Lahun). Nicol gave mo and Bendftva hull a bottle of gin.” 


Mcua» in at Pangm#, ■« his atafctwent, Es not avwUblo. 


107 


(2 


5, Kamanda, trader, of Kanre Lahun, states:— 

About a fortnight ago I came from Bai Emu with some trade, and went to pay duty. 
The clerk, Macaulay, told me that Mr, Nicol was going to Kamatakun as Assistant 
District Commissioner* *and that Lam end me was to be big District Commissioner at 
Kanre Lahun/ 1 

6. Banja, of Kanre Lahun, states:— 

H The first time, about two months ago now, Lamendine catlcd me and Chief Fa 
Jhmda and said to the Chief, f Why do you not find rice for me ? You give me perhaps 
two bushels, and carry the rest to the English barracks/ The Chief said, ‘The soldiera 
give cue money and t send out to other towns fur rice. If you will give me the money, I 
will wend out for you too/ Then Lam on dine said lie wanted six hush els of rice, and 
Fa Btinda sent him over three at once, Lam undine paid in coppers. Then the Chief 
said, * I'm not a trader; what am 1 to do with all this copper?' (lit. pen ay-penny). 
Another day Lumondiue asked Fa Bum ]ll if lie would go to Monrovia to see the 
President. He said the President weald pay his rail fare and steamer fare and give hitu a 
good dash. Fa Bund* said no, he was sick. Then Lam on dine m id to Fa Bun da that 
he had heard that Fa Banda did not like the Liberian, and that he knew now it was true, 
hut that if the * '• ovemor called Fa Bunda to Freetown he would go quick enough ; that 
Fa Bunda did not like the Liberians now, but soon he would have to like them, 

(t Fa Bunda said, 1 No, Ido not dislike the Liberians, but I am rick/ Another day 
Lam on dim? told me that tfiti soldiers were coining to this country with Major Cadell, 
w ho was Ejiglisb but was doing Liberian work. 

** Another day, about two weeks ago, he told mo that a letter had come from 
Monrovia making him District Cotnmt&rioaerfor this country. Before he got the letter 
he used to cull himself District Commissioner, hut now he is big District Commissioner/' 

Taken down at Kanre Lahun, the 31st August, 1SJ0S. 

(Signed) R, K. < I-QRDON, Captain, Wat African 

Frontier Forcer, 


(A.) 

Jam in a, Satitiggi of Geima* states 

w About ten days ago Mr. JamondMe came from Kanre Lalmn, pn^ed through 
Geima, and went to Beyobn (south of Geima). I met him then, and lie asked me what 
I was doing there, I flaid l had come to get my wife, who had run away, and Larnondine 
told me take my wife and go hack at once. I did not do bo, but hid in a bouse. Next 
day Lumondiue called Julia, Chief of Beyobn* and asked him about the boundary between 
Boabu anti Geima. Then ha told Juka. that all the country right up to Geima belonged 
to him now, a^ that was under Liberian control. 

“ Yesterday night, the 1st September, 1309* Fa Banda's singing hoy came from 
Eatwoma and ssud that Gamll had come to Vuluwi, with Winfrey and one big Murinmn, 
and bad called all the people in, and that he hoard that they were coming to Kanre 
Lahun, to pass through to Dodo. 

** All the people in Geima are afraid/' 

Taken down at Kanre Lahun, the 2nd September, 1908. 

(Signed) TL IT GORDON, Captain, U r e,it African 

Frontier Force. 


Jameme, Chief of Bunimbo, states : - 

£ * 1 do not know anything about T*amundiue. hut l came to find out ai>out the 
Gandi palaver ns all the people are afraid,” 
















Memo Verra, Snntiggi of Yandahmt, states 

‘■A]] the people of the comity call Inmondhie District Commissioner, hut, hr has. 
never to]d me that Jit is District Commissioner, I heard from Vahun that iho Liberians, 
were bringing Cnndi back to nit down at Dodo n. +5 ' 

Taken down at Kanre Lahun, the 2nd September, DIGS. 

(Signed) R. E. GORDON, Captain, West African 

Frontier Forte. 


] have assured these people that if Gandt comes to Kanre Lahun it will be 
to beg Fa Bunda, and have taken steps, to be informed should lie move towards the 

border. 

(Initialled) II. G>, Captain. 


Incloflure 9 in No. 121. 

(. orrcspondcnce re Soldiers entering ike Customs Compound. 


( 1 .) 


Caplam Gordon to Major Lc Mestirier. 

AEOU J t p,m. on the 15th August, 1908, a prisoner broke out of the guard-room, 
I he alarm sounded, and the men turned out under amis and searched the barracks 
and town. 

About 8 p.m. I received n Memorandum from Mr, Lamondine complaining that 
two oi my men had entered the Customs compound armed, and had insulted him. I 
have not a copy of this letter, as [ wrote on the same paper explaining that the men 

were in pursuit of an escaped prisoner, and that I regretted they should liEtve entered 
his compound, 

\ Thu Frontiers concerned—two knee-corporala—explained that Mr. Lam on dine 
hod abused them and threatened to have them kicked out of hi a compound, 

4. On the 10th August, 1H08, I received the following letter ;— 

t i ,l i ** A Q Mr* Lahun, August 16. 1906. 

i bnve the honour lo acknowledge the receipt of your note of yesterdays date 
expressing your regret of the accioi. of your two soldiers, for which \ asked for an exnk- 
natton m my letter to you, 1 

In reply, I beg to point out that, considering the fact that the uncalled-for and 
unprovoked insult and assault were publicly committed by your men to me in the presence 
of my men and others, the dignity anil prestige of the Government w hich I represent 
Mve consequently fl offered, and I must therefore demand an apology in public from your 
men who have intentionally and maliciously mqlcd out such treatment to me. 

H I have, &o. 

(Signed) "Paul E, Lauondlwe, 

, IJ Acting District Commissioner and Collector of Customs.*' 
True copy t 

(Signed) R. E. Gordon, Captain. 


( 2 .) 

Cap ta in Gordon to Mr. Lamondine* 

^ ir * T , . , , Kanre Lahun, August 16, 1908. 

T have your letter of the 16th August, 1908. 

I have already expressed my regret at the action of my men in trespassing upon 
jour compound. and explained that they did so in pun?ait of an escaped prisoner. I do 
not consider any further action necessary, 

(Signed) It It GORDON, Captain. West African 

Frontier Force . 


flw 



Mr. Lamondine to Captain Gordon* 

Sif 5 Kanre Lahun, August 16, 1908. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, in which 
you express your regret at the action of your men, U being a reply to mv letter 
of even date demanding a public Eipology for the insult and assault publicly meted out 
to me by your men. 

I much regret that you “ do not consider any further action necessary. 1 ' 

I notice that you have only considered the action of yonr men as trespassing upon 
my compound. In this I beg to differ, n* the fftets of the case do plainly &hon that 
your men not only trespassed upon my compound, but that they have both insulted 
and assaulted mo in the presence of my men and others when they were armed with 
naked weapons, I therefore fail to flee how such actions could go only under the head 
of trespassing upon my compound, 

Afithia in not the first instance when your men have insulted and assaulted me 
during the performance of my duty, when they were armed with naked weapons (wide my 
letter to you of the 14th June, 19QS), I am beginning to think that my life, it would 
appear, is at the mercy of any of your men who may choose to take it, 

I must therefore conclude that the gravity of the ease demands at least an ample 
and public apology with full guarantee that there will never be the repetition of a like 
action, an action respecting which T cannot write too strongly. 

J llfty* i &■£“ 

(Signed) ' PAUL R LAMONDINE, 

Acting District Commissioner and Collector of fNrsto'flS, 


Captain Gordon to Mr. Lamondine. 

gj r Kunre Lahun t August IT* 1908. 

1 have your second letter of the 16th August, 1903. I. have nothing to add to my 
letter of the I6t1i August, 1908. The Officer Commanding West African Frontier Force 
arrives to-day, and should you desire to refer the case to him I have no doubt that be 

will see you. „ lIT _ . 

(Signed) R. E, GORDON, Caption, If est African 

Frontier Force. 


Mr. Lamonduie replied asking me to lay the correspondence before the Officer 
Commanding West African Frontier Force, which t did. 

(Signed) R. E, GORDON, Captain, West African 

Frontier Force. 

Kar ire Lahu? i T September 1, 1908. 


Mr. Lamondine to Captain Gordon. 

Auare Lahun, August 17, 1908. 
With reference to your last letter of yesterday s date, please lay my corr 
spondence on the case before the Officer Commanding A est African Frontier Forte n 
hie arrival here. 

(Signed) PARE E. LAMONDINE, 

District Coin/ni-siontr and Collector of Customs. 


[1591] 



















Inclosure 10 in No. 121. 

Captain Gordon to Major Le Mesuticr, 

Sir, A9anrc La Ami, August 4* 19GB. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your information, two coses in which the 
Customs official here has interfered with the people inside the 2o-mi)c limit;— 

1, About the 17th June, 1908, Mr. Lamondirte wnt a Customs messenger from 
Vahun to cat! a man named Kamanda from Taodahtra to Vahun, and then talked the 

palaver. 

2. On the 23rd July, 1908, he received a complaint from some people of 
Taiidabun, and accompanied them to Ejarraekfl to state their ease. 

1 talked Hie palaver at Yandabun on the 20th duly, 1909, and fount! that it was an 
appeal to Mr. Lamondke against flnea inflicted by Pa Eutida’a representative, Roboa, of 

Dodo. 

3* In the first case I requested an explanation of bis action from Mr. Lamondine, 
but could gel no definite reply. 

In the second case I dismissed the appeal and requested Mr. Lamondine to mind his 

own business. 

4, I have flIho received complaints from two men, one a trader from T km walla, in 
the Protectorate, and one a native of Yrnidahun, who were ill-treated by Liberian 
u soldiers” in the neighbourhood of Vahun and Katnatakun. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) K. E, GORDON, Ctytetn* Commanding 
D ft Company . Sierra Leone Battalion, 
West African Frontier For re. 


Inclosure 11 in No. 131. 

Statement of the Case. 

IT appears that on Sunday, the 23rd instant, the Liberians wanted some gin, 
arid sent down to the town to ace if any one bad any to sell; they did not find any, and 
took it for granted that there was none in the town. On Monday, when they saw this 
man Africa selling gin, they were annoyed, and thought it a good opportunity of 
pesaeesing themselves of some, so, seizing the liquor, look it (o the Custom* and refused 
to give it buck on the pretence of waiting till I t. Lamondine came back. However, 
they called the trader nest morning and said that, because he had not sold them liquor 
the tiny before when they sent down for it, they would line lihn seven bn It leu for the 
Liberian Government, which they did, and banded him back the remaining ten bottles, 
which he refused lo take on such conditions, and came and reported the matter to the 
Officer Commanding H D T * Company. 

(Signed) J. W. GUAM LEY, Lieutenant. 


The gin has been returned to (he trader Africa, ami those bottles which could not 
be returned—presumably because they wore drunk by the Customs officials—paid for, 

(Signed) It. E. GORDON, ^Captain. 

August 2$, 19GS. 


Iucbsure 12 in No. 131. 

Captain Gordon to Major Le Meturier. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir* Kan re Lohu w T May 23* 1993. 

I HAVE tho honour to forward a complaint made by 9, T. Otrtough, a trader from 
Baiima, regarding the seizure i>f \m gPods by the Liberian Customs. 

It appear* to me that the man lias been hardly dealt with* and l submit the case 
for your consideration* should you think any action advisable. 



I also attach a narrative of three other cases, which appear to me to throw some 
light on this case:— 

1. On the 13th May, 1908, while l waa on patrol at Genua, u boy called Kaniaudu, 
nephew of the Chief of Giehtm, com plained to me that a small quantity of gin and 
tobacco and a country cloth, which lie was bringing to Genoa to pull his wife from the 
Eundu, had been seized by the Customs post at Geima* that the Customs messenger 
had refused to accept duty, anil bad informed him that his goods were confiscated. I 
saw the Customs guard* who told me that Ilia order* were to seize at! goods coming to 
Geirna and send them to Kanre Lallan. The Chief of Geiraa informed me that no 
duty had been accepted at Geima for about four mtmthH. 1 told tho boy and the 
Customs guard that 1 would see the Customs clerk at Kan re Lahun on my return from 
patrol 

2. On the 21 si May, 190S, a trader of Kan re Lahun was stopped on the road from 
Kflore Lahun to Ceima and a country gown and 10*. in cash taken from 3iim, This 
man obinplained to Lieutenant Come* am! the things were returned. 

3. On the 22nd May, 1908. Private Gagbati of my company complained that hia 
wife hud been stopped at Bundajuma, on the Kanre Lahun-Geima road, her clothes 
scattered, and her money (21) taken by a Customs guard. Ou inquiry* I found that 
the woman's bundle had been searched at Geinia and parsed as correct j that at 
Huiidapimu :t second Customs guard had met her, and, in spite of the presence of the 
first Customs guard, who told him lie bad already passed the bundle, insisted on 
flenching Again, scattered all her tilings,, and took her money. Her story was corrobo¬ 
rated by a Frontier who happened to be in Bimdujuma at the time, and who arrived 
while tho palaver was going on. 

This morning, the 23rd May, 1908, [ interviewed Mr. Lamondine, the Customs 
clerk, and secured the return of Private Gugb&lr a wife's property, and also 10*, 
compensation. 

He also agreed to pay Kantandu the money for which hi.! goods had been auctioned, 
though he at first refused to do so* saying that no complaint had reached him, though, 
judging from G& Hough's case, the result would have been the same In any event. 

lie refused to consider the case of the trader Gar lough, in connection with which I 
attach the following letters :— 

L G&rlough'fl complaint to Officei Commanding Kanre Lab mi, 

2. Copy o l Garlough’s letter to the Customs, clerk; (fi) ami (5) copy of Memo¬ 
randums by lieutenant Currie. 

3 and 4, Replies by the Customs clerk to Lieutenant Currie's Memorandums. 

The value of goods seized from Gnriough is put by him (from a list which he has 
shown me) at 291 8*. fhi 

GfiHough ia a British subject* and is recognised by my piy clerk, Mr. HucthuIcj, as 
a trader in the Protectorate He slates that he has been ut Dam and Bui Irma since 
1894 

I am unwilling to seem to interfere with the Liberian Customs posts, but those 
cases appear to me too much like highway robbery to puss unnoticed, I would remark 
that l have never before had any complaint about goads being seized, though it is 
within my knowledge that smuggled good* were seized and auctioned during the time 
that Mr. Hughe*! was in charge of the Customs Imre, 

To avoid further complications, 1 have told Yu Hun da to warn all bis people that no 
goods are to be brought into the district except ut Kan re Lull tin. 

I bnvo* &c. 

(Signed) It. E. GORDON, Captain, Commanding 
st D Company^ Sierra Leone tiattalion. 
West Afrietm Frontier Force* 


Incisure 13 hi No. 121. 

Mr. Gar lough to Captain Gordon, 

[Printed literal tv.] 

Si ri ' May 17, 1903. 

I REG most respectfully to put before yon n romplnint which I firmly believe 
ia applicable to all British subjects in this part of the district under your wise 
guidance :— 















1. 1 am fully aware that the British jurisdiction extended as far as to certain part 
of Matin do town, and my instruction to some of my labourers with licence who were 
carrying loads for me to sell at vnrmUB towns, such as Gciluiii, Baoma, &e,, so ns to 
collect cash to pay Hie necessary duly that may he imposed on the articles. 

2. On my way to Kan re Lahun I paid the duty demanded from me for the goods in 
my j assess Ion. 

3* When on my journey through Mafindo town via Cromba to Yomando, one of 
my hoys called me just ns we were about crossing the Aina River and told rue to return, 
and that they were met by some Liberiati messages who ceased their loads on the 
British grounds at Mafindo on their way to Cromba to keep the said goods for me if 
they can make no cash to cover the duty expense at Kanre Lahun according to my 
i istructione to them. 

-L The said goods were brought by the messagers to the eustom-house bare* Aft I 
am entirely exhausted in all my efforts to explain to the Customs officer the unlawful 
claim of my goods on the British soil* ami that he should have consideration on the 
sfimfj T beg to make an appeal for your kind aid on the matter for my rights, knowing 
at the eame time that it was not my intention to act as a smuggler, hence J paid all my 
necessary duty here, l have been informed hy the Customs officer that he has offered 
my goods for sale at the auction on Monday morning, the lf5th instant, curly. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) S. T. GARLO0GIL 


Inclostire 14 in No. 121. 

Mr, Garlcwgh ta Mr. Lamondine. 

^Printed literally.] 

flir, Ketnre Lahun t May 16, 1006- 

I FELL indeed that I should make matters dearer to you respecting the 
forfeiture of goods from some of my labourers passing through Mafindo on patrol. 
I made arrangement with these hoys to go to Galmn and tinoma, and make up 
cash to pay their duty and meet me up-country. What I prepared to pay here was wbfit 
1 had only on hand, and so ae to free myself from being inconvenienced in any way f 
proposed to my boys to do what l now stated. To my surprise when on iny way going 
up, just parted with your ine^agm, and about crowing the Moa River 2 miles from 
Mafindo., l was haded oat by one of ray boys to return. 1 did so, and told tne that your 
messages have ceased the loads. ] inquire why they did disobey my orders ♦ they said 
that they have no belter sale at Gabon and linonm, and wish Eo meet mo at once as I 
was expecting to pass vii Cromba Saturday, I begged the messages to allow the 
ignorance of the boys, anil explain exactly bow matters stood, and showed them that it 
was not my fault but the boys’, but re fused, and wo all came back with the loads simply 
to find opportunity to explain matters clearly to you. 

I trust after you shell have thought closely on these facts yon will he able to 
have some consideration towards mo, especially when you mill find that it was not an 
actual smuggling by me. 

But [ leave all to your wine decision mostly iu-. you know iny true situation, and that 
1 can assure you that the goods are only credited. 

Please can you offer to mo the opportunity to pay the necessary duty on the goods, 
as they are not yet acid ? 

[Unsigned.] 

Iudosure 15 in No. 121. 

Lieutenant Carrie to Wr, Ltmandinr. 

Kfinrr Lahun, May 17, 1 fK)S. 

1 HAVE just received a complaint from a trader, S. T, Gurlougli, saying that some 
of your men have seized his goods cl Maliudn. 

Will you kindly let me know the facts of th* j case f 

{Signed) CORRIB. 
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Sir, * JEdnre Lahun, May 17, 1908. 

I BEG lo state, in reply to your inquiry, that tt is correct that sonic goods were 
seized by our Customs guard which Mr. Gartaugh claims ■ but it was not at Mafindo, it 
was on tho Mafindo road nearer to Kan re Lahun. And Mr. Garlough, os a Li be Hun 
citizen, should have had his goods brought through the Customs brat, before going up 
an he did* One small parcel he paid for. Herewith 1 inclose his letter of excuse* Pleaae 
return same. 

I have, 

(Signed) PAUL E. LAMQNUINE, 


Inolosure 17 in No- 121* 


Ltfuffnani Carrie to Mr , Lu^aondiaei 

Kanre Lahun, May 17, 1908. 

YOUR letter received. You do not, however, inform me why this man's goods 
wore seized, or by whose authority, J do not understand what is meant by Garlough. 
asking you in his letter not to auction his goods. Please let me know all details ol the 
cose. 

(Signed) CQRR1K- 


Inch)sure IS in No. 121, 

A/r. Lamondinc to Lieutenant Cbm#. 

Ltfrffrun Custom* Department f Kanre Lahun, 
May 17, 1008. 

1 HAVE the honour to state* in reply to your second Memorandum of to-day, why 
these goody were seized, The owner paid duly for one portion and evaded ihc Customs 
with the other portion, and tried to bribe the guards with money and gin, 

2. They were seized by the authority intrusted to me by the Liberian Government 
5, Mr. Garlough can better explain Ms letter, which is still hi your possession. 

I I LftVP 

(Signed) * PAUL E. LAM ON DINK, 

Collector of Custom* 


Inelosure 19 in No, 121. 

Major Le Mes uric r to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leo nr, 

Dctru, September 11, 1008, 

IN continual ion of my Confidential letter of the 4th September, 1D0S, I have the 
honour to forward herewith some further correspondence which has recently taken place 
between Captain Gordon and the Collector of Custom* at Kauri Lahun. 

ii. Mr, Lamondine, in his letter of the 10th instant, attached, intimates (hat 
trouble is brewing m the country, and that if any should arise we will be responsible. 
He states that Fa Runda is interfering with Chiefs outside the country under his control, 
and that this is the reason he fears trouble. 

3 . Mr. Lamondire only makes a general char-re, and in (be absence of further 
details I am unable to criticize hi* statements- I have, however, known Fa Runda 
intimately for some years, and [ urn quite sore tint the very last thing he would do 
wouUI be to interfere with any Chiefs over whom he had no control, especially at the 
present time, when ho has bad *o many warnings of the importance of avoiding trouble 

[1591] * & 






















114 



in the country . When, last month, J wa? in the Kan re Latum country, I brought 
Fa Uumda into the middle of bis country in order that the people should eoe him, a 
tiling (hey had not done for some years, and in order that he might, discuss with 3ifo 
anb»Cbiefs innumerable outstanding native palavers. Ho has been doing so t with the 
Fory heat results, and has already made peace between several local Chiefs who could 
not get on with one another. I can quite understand that Mr. Lnmondihe, who openly 
states that he dislikes Fa Bunda, is annoyed to hear that the latter has been improving 
hb position and popularity in the country. The Liberians will never forgive Fa Bn in fa 
for hie unswerving loyalty to us, and from the first arrival of .Mr. Lomax at Kanre Luhun 
they have always given out that, on their taking over the country, Gandt should succeed 
Fa Ruuda as paramount Chief in the country. 

4. So far no steps have been taken by uh to take over the control of the whole 
tract of country which we are authorised to by the Secretary of Slate’s Confidential 
despatch of the £lst February, POOS, Jititl 1 have not yel acted in accordance with the 
instructions contained in hie Excellency's Confidential Minute of the 20th August, 1008. 
Mr. Lament! ine has apparently advanced into this country and ho made mat ter? more 
complicated. 

5. My opinion h that if Liberian Customs are permitted to remain longer in the 
country while we are looking after it there will always he trouble, and that at the 
present moment the position lias become grave owing to the return of Gandi to Vahun 
under the wing of the Liberian official? (here. Before the arrival of the Liberians in 
the country there was never any trouble ■ since ttieir arrival there has been no peace. 
Should serious trouble arise now, 1 am convinced that the Liberian?, a? represented by 
Lamoiuiine, Nicol. Gandi, and several traders, will he fit the bottom of it* 

G- 1» view of what ling occurred recently and the gravity of the ?i I nation, I would 
most strongly urge that the Liberian Customs olfiriat? be requested to leave (he country 
under our control until such (line as it is definitely decided that the Liberians an- lo 
take it over. I nm convinced that this is the only way of averting serfous trouble. 
E’hu Liberian Customs officials have not conformed generally to the wishes of l tie 
Siena r Lewie authorities; they have done the reverse, and consequently I think it is 
high time that they were treated summarily, as amhorized by the Secretary of State in 
paragraph 3 ir Confidential despatch of ihe 21st February, 1908, 

7. In addition to the removal of the Customs oClidal*, I would strongly urge that 
half *i-coinpmiy of W&ti African Frontier Force from Darn should proceed to Kanfv 
JaLluin, and from (hence, in conjunction with ball' nf the company already ihere, patrol 
the country and reassure (ho native? that order will be main tamed. I think the increase 
of file number of West African Frontier Force in the country will have a must 
reassuring effect and show the native? (hat wc are no longer going to ait down iimetiv 
and allow (hem to Lie ill-treated under our very noses. 

8. In view of the gravity of (he situation, I would request early instructions. I 
am proceeding to Kanro Lnhuu to inquire into the state of nHairs more closely. 

!L I attach topic? of ft further complaint received from Captain Gordon. 

(Signed) !■. N. Lt MLSUllILIt, Major t Commouding 
Sierra Leant Battalia*, West African 
Fran tier Force, 


Inclosure SO in No* 121. 


Sfr. F^imondine to Captain Gordon* 

Sir ' r wnrir n i ■ tJ My», September 10, 1908* 

1 " OULU bo very much obliged to you, who el dim to be District Commissioner 
m Unit radius you refer lo m your? of toMnv. 

y°:\- 1,1 I’oace, Ohief Fa Rnndn to desist from moisting the 

Chiefs outside of tine rudiui jpu refer to? And, in (he name of peace, ask him to 
retire at once to Krmre LallUB and not he forcing the Chiefs of the Lmigeja and other 
sections to dni I lung? flmt are unreasonable? Any trouble arising in that section will 
he attributed to your influence* 

I take (hi? special opporiunity to call your attention that you may not be able ( u 
iifty you were not aware of I lie fact Tin? notice is quite in time to cheek the 
intending [tic] danger that is arising. 
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If Chief Fa Bundn is not recalled at once, wo will regard you a? being entirely 
responsible for any mal-is?ue. 


Your, &c, 

(Signed) PAUL E. LA MONBINE, Colt&ior of 
Customs and District Commissioner} 
Northern Liberia, 


tuclasure 21 in No. 121. 


Caplmn Gordon to Air* Lamondme. 

Sir, Aarnrc La/om, September 10, 1003. 

I HAVE your second letter of the lOtli September* 1908. If yon would kindly 
inform me what Chief? Fa Blltida is molesting anti in what. way, I will tell him to desist 
at once, 

2, I have no knowledge of any but friendly relations between Fa Bunda and the 
people outside his Country, Fa Bunda is in hi? own eo tin try ut Kangama, and I can 
see no reason so far for recalling him, 

(Signed) E. E* GORDON* 


Inclosure £3 in No. 121* 

Captain Gordon to Major Z> Mteuritr. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Kanre Luhun, September 2,1908. 

I HATE the honour to report that I have this day received a complaint from 
tfftmu of Nanyahun,* on the Baoma-Mnfindo road, in llie Sierra Leone Protectornte, 
that a Liberian Customs messenger seized die bags of sail at Xauyaluin on the 
Ut September and carried them to the citatum-house at Krnire Lahmi* 

2, I have written to the Acting Custom? Agent, M r. Moore (Mr. Lamondinc being 
absent oo patrol), requesting the immediate return of the salt and an explanation of 
the presence of his messenger in British territory, but have not yet received a reply, 

1 ha vp, (&e. 

(Signed) 11. E. GORDON, Captain, Commanding 
Company t Sierra Lew* Battalion* 
West African Frontier Force. 


fndoKurc 23 in No, 121* 

Captain Gordon to Major he Mcourier. 

(Confidential*) 

Sir, A'fiure Laban, September 10, 19(18. 

1 HAVE the honour to report, in continuation of my letter dated lltc 2nd September, 
1008* that I obtained the return of ihc goods seized ljy the Liberum Customs at 
Nnnyabunt after a week’s delay. I applied for compensation for the owner of ihe 
good?, blit tid? was refused, Mr, LainoiiJine requesting me not to “ magnify ” such 
“* insignificant matters." 

2. I received a report from Danya on the evening of the t)lh September. 1.908, (bat 
a Liberian messenger. who had arrived from Monrovia two day? ngu, had told him that 
Gandi, with Winkle, wu? sitting down at Vuhun, and was waiting for she arrival i-f a 
white man to Como lo Kanro Lab urn The messenger also told him tlml Mr, f login?? 
was returning in Kivnro Lalmn ns District Cmnuits^icjner, and that Lumen dim: mis lo be 
transferred I art her oust, 

3* The southern border is much disturbed on account of persistent rumour? of ibe 
reinstatement of Gandi by the Liberians, 

* Called, N wniflhiin lh 1.11 jlii unitary Cqiiutk*lK Et Siiritty.—E’. S". f.r. M. 

+ TElls lows in lIil- Sierra Lt«me l'»ttK:tdOta—I.-'* N", J,B M. 
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Uu no mime has seized and stocked a man from Karima* near Dodo, which is fyiid by 
Ha Bundu to be within bis epuntry. This is disputed by Lamondinc, but [ am unable 
to verify the position of the town at present, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) It. E, GORDON, Captain* Commanding 
" D" Company, Sierra Leone Ua Nation, 
Wait African Frontier Force, 

Incbsure 24 in No. 121. 

A/r + Evelyn to Consul f Tallis. 

(Confidential.) Colonial Secretary^ Office, Sierra Leo nr, 

™ J t September 14, 1908. 

J AM directed by the Acting Governor to forward to you a copy of correspondence 
whichhas been received from the Officer Commanding the Sierra Leone Battalion of 
the West African Frontier Force on the subject of Mr Umoiicliiie, an officer in (he 
employ of the Liberian Government stationed at Kimre Lahim* and to represent to you 
that by his action and behaviour Mr, Lamniidinc h making the already difficult task of 
the British officer stationed at Kanre La bun yrell nigh impossible. 

%. His Excellency would also be glad if you would bring to the not ice of the 
President of Liberia that the man Nicol who is referred to in the correspondence, and 
ftjm is apparently employed by the Liberian Government, is wanted by the Government 
of Sierra Leone on a charge of emh extern cut, and that his Excellency is only awaiting 
the necessary document to apply for his extradition. 

3. I am further to ask you to inform the President that his Excellency boa 
instructed the British officer at Knnre Liihun to afford all possible assistance and 
support to the Liberian Customs officer stationer! there in the legitimate exercise of his 
authority as a Customs officer, but lie desires to point out that, as the President is 
awnre h the Knnre Lahiin territory is for the present under British control, and that he 
hari instructed the British officer in charge to inform Mr. Lamondme that he will not be 
permitted to make arrest within the British sphere of influence, and Lbat, unless he 
conforms generally to the wishes of the Sierra Leone authorities, ns represented by 
their officer at Knnre Laiiun, ho will lie liable to be de^il with summarily,, 

■L His Excellency trusts, therefore, that, in order to avoid, any possibility of 
unpleasant ness, the President will send necessary orders to Mr. Lamonffine. " His 
Excellency would also suggest the advisability of not employing Mr. Nicol in the 
vicinity oi the British sphere ol influence. 

I Lave, &c. 

(Signed) E. EVELYN, 

Acting Colonial Secretary* 

I\S.—Since writing the above letter his Excellency lias received a further 
communication, dated the 11th instant, from the Officer Commanding the Siena Leone 
Bat Tab on of the West African Frontier Force, a copy of which I attach. Until the 
whulc question is settled, or at all events while the Kanre Lahun territory is under 
British control, his Excellency is of opinion, in order to avoid misunderstandings, that it 
would be advisable to consider whether it would not be belter Ibr the Liberian Govern- 
merit to remove their Customs officials from the area under British control. 

E. B* 


[37747] 


No. 122, 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—-(Received October 30.) 


®* r ’ P , . Downing Streep October 30, 1.908* 

\\ 111! reference To the letter from this Office of even date, respecting! tie behaviour 
of tho Liberian Customs officials in the Kanre Luliun dLiriet, I am directed by the 
Earl of Grewc to transmit to you the accompanying copy or a further despatch and 
telegram from (bo Governor of Sierra Le no, from which it appears that if serious 
diMOrb. i is to he averted it may be necessary to take immediate steps to cfltpel the 
officials from (be territory 
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2 + Lord Crewe proposes to signify his approval Ibf the contemplated action by 
telegraph, and be would bo glad to learn at tho earliest possible moment whether 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey concurs with h:irn in this course. 

I am, &C, 

(Signed) C. P. LUCA8. 


Inclosuro 1 iu No. 122. 

Governor Probyn to the Earl of Crewe. 

(Confidential.) Government Mouse, Freetown^ Sierra Leone, 

My Lord, Oetoter 11, 1008. 

IN continuation of Mr. 11 addon Smith s Confidential despatch of the 26thultimo, 
T have the honour to inclose a copy of letter* and telegrams relative to the jHisition at 
Khnrc Lahun, It will bo seen from these inokoures - hat an attempt made to insure 
co-operation between the British officers nod the Liberian Customs officials Ima proved 
abortive and that in Iris telegram of the 8th instant Major Le Meamicr states that he 
can ao longer guarantee peace in the country unless the Liberian officials am removed. 

2. 1 reeeivtal the telegram yesterday* and having learnt from the Liberian Consular 
Agent in Freetown on the previous day that three Liberian officials, the Secretary of 
the Treasury, the Attorney-General, and the Secretary of the Interior, intend visiting 
Freetown on or about the I9rh instant with the view of proceeding by railway to tbo 
Liberian frontier, I sent to Major lx Mcdiirier the telegram of the 10 th instant, a 
copy of which is included in the inclosures. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) L. FEQBYN. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 122. 

Major Le Mcsutier to Ike Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone. 

(Confidential ) Ijimpornff, October 2* 1908, 

T HAVE the honour to report that, in accordance with Ids Excellency's 
instructions* I met Mr. Lamondine at Giemo, on the 20th ultimo* and had a long 
interview with him, the details of which are contained in the attached copy of a letter 
to him of the same date. As a result* 1 think in future there will be a End ter 
understanding between the British officers and the Customa officials. 

2. During the kiwi three days I have passed through several towns over which we 
are now assuming control, and h&ve been received in a must friendly way. I have 
been careful to explain to these people that, although we are now' taking over control 
of this part of the country, they must pay all proper respeci to the Liberian Customs 
officials, and provide them with what earners, they require. I was glad that a 
Liberian Customs official Was able to be present on most occasions, so that there could 
be no misunderstanding as to what I told these people, 

5. 1 am proceeding to sketch the country along the smith-eastern border of tho 
country under our control, and intend to ascertain* as fur as possible* the actual 
boundaries of the different Chiefdoms along this border, some of which are cut in 
two hy it, 

I have, &e, 

(Signed) F. N, LE MESUlllER* Major, 

Commanding Sierra Leone Ilrttlnlion, 
lVeil African Frontier Force . 


Inclosure 3 in No. 122. 

Major Le Mmirier to Mr* f^mondinc. 

Sir, triform, September 29, 1908. 

IN accordance with your wishes* l have the honour to forward herewith in 
writing the oh&ervnt isms I made to you verbally yesterday with reference to the 
present state of this country. 
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2„ The country as nt present in a very unsettled state, chiefly owing to the feet 
that the natives are uncertain whether they are eventually to com* under the British 
or Liberian Government. It is therefore very important that alt friction between the 
British officers at 1Evanre La-bun and the Liberian Customs officials should be avoided, 
as it can only add to the unrest in the country. Unfortunately there have been some 
difference*; of opinion in the past, chiefly owing to the fact that the powers of the 
Collector of Customs have not been clearly understood, life Excellency the Governor 
'"l Sicm Leono very rightly considers that this is the crux of the trouble, and, to show 
you how strongly he feels about tlto mutter, I quote verbatim, life instructions to mo 
on the subject, "You should inform Mr, Lamondine that, unless ho keeps himst'lf 
solely to bis customs duties, he will be dealt with summarily, and if any further 
difficulties are placed in the way of the British officers at Kanrc Laliuu in tho 
administration of that part of the country under British control, the Liberian officials 
at Kanre Labun will be removed outside tho limits of that ssone.” 

After our friendly conversation yesterday, I have great hopes that further trouble 
may he avoided. I am sure you will agree with me that it is in the best interests of 
the country that we should work in harmony, and try to avoid all friction in the 
future. I have instructed the British officer it Knnre Lalnm to render you every 
assistance in the discharge of your customs duties, and [ hope, in return, you will do 
all you can to assist him in the administration of the conn try, particularly by checkin# 
the rumours of Liberian soldiers coming to Kanre Laltun from Monrovia* a rumour 
which has already done a great deal of harm. 

3. The new boundary referred to yesterday is as follows: The southern border 
will extend from the intersection of the Anglo-Liberian border with the Mauwn River 
along the right bank of that river to a point north of Vahun (to lie shortly fixed)! 
The eastern border will extend from this point in a N.N.J3. direction through the 
country some5 miles cast of Darnbam to the Kunyo country, close to the Moe Oliver. 

k As it is my intention to remain in this part of the country for two or three 
weeks, I shall be happy to meet you to discuss any matters you may desire to have 
settled. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) F, N. LE MESUIULK, Major* 

Commanding Sierra Letine Battalion, 
f Vest African Frontier Force. 


Inclosiire 4 in No. IBS. 

J/fl/V Le Merer* er to Colonial 8tertiary, Sierra Leone, 

(TBle^mphic.) October 9, 1SKJB. 

REFERRING paragraph :* year letter 17th September, regret report that 
Lomond]no, m spite of friendly interview last Week, lias since been placing all tho 
obstacles lie tan in my way and nearly caused serious trouble. Strongly nr re 
Lamondine and Customs leave Kanre Lahtm immediately. Can tlien safeLv toe 

peace m country in future. Have learnt that Liberian Government Slave never 
received one penny from Customs Kanro Laima at any time, consequently lose nothin* 
telegraphed >-V ^^ rture ^ Ustonw ‘ Consider very urgent, Mid would request reply 


Incloeure 5 in No. 122, 

Major La Sfewrier to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone. 

f'Wn w, . , October 10, 1D08- 

LA MON PINE continues to act directly contrary to agreement at Giema. 
Consider my posits and position of British officers Kanre Lahun impossible. Regret 
cannot take responsibility for administration of country under present conditions. 
Mould urgently request instructions by telegram. 


lncloaurc 6 id No. 122. 

Governor Probyn to Major La Mcourier. 

(Telegraphic.) October 10, 19QS. 

IN reply to your telegram to-day, f am informed that three of chief members of 
Liberian Government will arrive here about 19th with object visiting Kanre Lahtm, 
it is Consequently very desirable no extreme measures should be taken until I have 
seen them, but if fighting or serious disorder cannot he averted except by ejection of 
Liberian officials, you have authority to not. Be careful, however, to keep careful 
record of events, Should you think that my presence will lessen difficulty of situation, 
telegraph to me and \ will come to Katire Lahun at once, Repeat back this telegram 
to prevent error. 

Inolosurc 7 in No. 122 , 

Governor Probtjn to the Earl of Cre-tee. 

(Telegraphic.) [ffeeriurd October 28,190?,] 

f HAVE been compelled to repeat authority given Officer Commanding M ost 
African Frontier Force by tho telegram inclosed in my Qpnfidcntial despatch 
11th October. Will telegraph soon as receive further information. 


[3 S319] 


No. 123. 


Consul WaUie to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received November 3.) 

(No. 35.) 

(Telegraphic.) F. Sierra Leone, November 3, 1908, 

THE territory offered by the Government of Sierra I^cone in exchange for Kaure 
Laliun fe not regarded ns being of any value by tho Liberian Government. 1 would 
therefore Suggest offering them a sum of money instead, and after consultation with tho 
Governor of the Colony would propose from 3,0QQf. to 6,0001* 

Ponding the proposed negotiations on the subject of Kaure Lahun, 1 would also 
suggest, postponing the settlement of the Mano River question. 


[37747] No*121. 

Foreign O0ice to Consul Wallis. 

(No. 65.) 

3i r , Foreign Office, November 4, 1908. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir XL Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch No, 90, Africa, of the Or'li ultimo, respecting the behaviour of the Liberian 
officials iu the Kanrc Lahun district* 

Your representations to the Liberian Government in regard to the matter ns 
reported in that despatch, arc approved. 

I am, Ac, 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[37747] Na 1-5* 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office.. 

gj Tt Foreign Office, Not ember 4, ]9fJ8. 

[ AM directed by Secretary Sir B. Grey to acknowledge tlie receipt ol your letter 
of the 30th ultimo refuting the behaviour of the Li her] an Customs officials in (lie 
Kanre Lahun district. 

Sir E. Grey concurs ill tho proposal of tho Secretary of State for til a Colonics to 

approve the instructions sent on tlx 1 lDlii ultimo by tin-Governor of Sierra .. to 

Mnjor Le M (wirier in regard to tin' matter, and he also ouimura in tho terms uf the 
draft despatch which Lord Crewe proposes to ndiiross to tho Governor. 
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'I am to inclose a copy of a despatch from It is Majesty's Consul at Monrovia/ 
from which it appears that he has already made represented ions to fcEie Liberian 

Government on the subject, 

I am, Ac. 

{Signed) W. LANGLEY* 


[38319] No. 126. 

Sir Edward Gtey to Consul Wallis. 

(No, 19.) 

(Telegraphic.) F . Foreign Office, November 0 t 1908, 

KAN HE LAHUN* Yon state in your telegram No. 35 of (he 3rd instant that the 
Liberian Government might bo prepared to accept a sum of money in eichaogo for 
Kanro Lilian. What grounds have you for this supposition ? 


[37628] No. 127. 

Sir Edward Grey to Af. Daesehner. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 6, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, of M, Camboiih uote of the 28th 
ultimo informing me of the Application made by the Government of the Republic to the 
Liberian authorities for the appointment of French subjects to posts in the Police and 
Custom# Departments, and for the appointment of a French doctor as Sanitary 
Inspector. 

As I had the honour to inform his Excellency in my note of the 14th April last, 
Ills Majesty's Government will of course offer no objections to the co-operation of 
French officers with the Liberian Government in these matters. They are* moreover, 
disposed to welcome the appointment of a French doctor to the post of Sanitary 
Inspector as likely to confer benefits on the native ns well aa on the European 
inhabitants of the country. 

I have, <fcc. 

(Signed) E r GREY, 


[37628] No. 128. 

Foreign Office fo Consul IVallu , 

(No. 67.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November G + 1908. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith a copy of a 
note which has been received from the French Ambassador together with the reply 
which lias been returned,! 011 the subject of an application made by the French Govern¬ 
ment to the Liberian authorities for the appointment of French subjects to posts in the 
Police anil Customs 1 Departments, ns well as for the appointment of a Frenchman as 
Sanitary Inspector. 

I am to inform yon that you should not oppose these appointments and 
that if applied to by President Barclay you should inform him that IBs Majesty's 
Government arc favourable to them. 

I am. &o> 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[38828] No. 129. 

Consul WaiH$ to Sir Edward Grey +-— (AYr n acd November 7.) 

(No* iJIl.) 

(Telegraphits.) p. Sierra Leone, November 7, 1908. 

A M.i 1.0-LIBERIAN boundary, 

. s the Liberian GovemiucMt are again in want of money, the sum suggested in 
my n c grain No. 35 might now be opportnm ly offeree!. By making such an offer we 

* 3fft* ISO t Nchl HU and 1ST, 
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shall demonstrate to the Liberian Government that our proposal for the adjustment of 
the boundary is made in good faith* In the event of my suggestion meeting with your 
approval, ami of the Liberian Government agreeing, Sierra Leone will probably be 
saved by the proposed arrangement considerable expense os well as future trouble on 
the frontier. 

Please reply by telegram. 

See your telegram No. 19 of the 6th instant. 


[38319] No. 130. 

Foreign Office to Colonial Office, 

Sir, Foreign Offfice, November 7, 1908, 

WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of (be readjustment 
of the frontier between Sierra Leone and the Liberian Republic, I am directed by 
Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, for the information of the Secretary 
of State for the Colonics, a paraphrase of n telegram from His Majesty's. Cousid at 
Monrovia stating that the Liberian authorities regard tb 1 territory offered by the Sierra 
Leone Government in exchange lor Kanro Ldum ns of no value, and recommending 
that a sum of money should 1 ms offered to the Republic in lieu of a cession of territory. 

Consul Wallis conclude* his telegram by reoomtncndmg that n settlement of the 
question of the Mann River boundary should be deferred, pending the negotiations on 
the Subject of Kan re I ah um 

Sir E. Grey would be glad to receive the observations of the Earl of Crewe on 
these suggestions, but as regards the Mano River boundary it. will be within Itord 
Crewed recollection that a settlement was arrived at with Mr. li&mont in October last, 
and that Consul Wallis was instructed by this Department to recommend the 
acceptance of the arrangement for a period of one year. In Sir E. Grey's opinion it 
would be impolitic to do anything to disturb the arrangement which it has now been 
decided to try, and Consul Wallin was doubtless not in receipt of Sir L, Grey's 
inductions when he recommended a further poetp moment of the question- 

Whatever decision j? come to on the subject of Enure Latum, Sir E. Grey con aiders 
it will be essential to communicate in the ffrai instance* with tho French Government, 
who, OB Lord Crewe is nwiirti from the letter from this Department of the 28th July 
last, inclosing n note from the French Ambassador, would, in t.he event of any cession 
of territory by the Liberians, hold themselves free to disregard the Franco-Liberian 
Treaties of 1892 and 1907, and by implication to take ns much of Liberian territory na 
they might choose. 

Inquiry is being made of Consul Wallis as to what grounds he h an for supposing 
that the offer suggested I iy him would l>e favourably entertained by the Liberian 
Government, 

I am, Ac, 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[40247] % 13L 

Colonic l Office *a Foreign Office*—{Received November 18.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies presents bis compliments to the 
Under-Seerefary of State for Foreign Affairs, and is directed by the Secretary of State 
to transmit, lor the information of Secretary Sir Edward Grey, with reference to the 
letter trqtn the Foreign Department of the 4th November last, copies of the 
correspondence on the subject of the unsatisfactory behaviour of the Liberian Customs 
officers stationed in the Kanre Laliun territory, and their subsequent withdrawal from 
that territory. 

Downing Street, November 17, 1998, 


a i 
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Indofltire 1 in No. 131. 




t 


Governor Protyft fo the Earl of Crewe. 


I 


^TelegraphicJ [fteenucd Oetaifr 29, 1908.] 

REFERRING to my telegram of yesterday, I have received telegram from Officer 
Commanding West African Frontier Force shoving that Liberian Government Customs 
Department is likely to withdraw by consent pending settlement of the question* 


Enclosure 2 in No. 131, 

GoBcrnor Proby n io (he EuH of Crewe. 

(Confidential.) Government Haute, Freetown, Sierra Leone, 

My Lord, October 16, 1908. 

IN continuation of my Confidential despatch of the 11th instant, I have the 
honour to inclose, for your Lordship's information, a copy of a totter dated 9th October, 
19OS, from Major Le Mcsuricr, and of the inelosure therein referred to, 

2. Previous, correspond cnee shows that I have always feared that the existence of 
a Liberian Customs Department in the territory under our control at Kan re Latiun would 
be attended by insurmountable difficulties, 

T have, &c. 

(Signed) I+pFSOBm 


Inclosure 3 in No. 131, 

Major Le Mmmer to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone, 

Btpealu, October 9, 1909. 

IN continuation of my letter of this date, I have the honour to confirm tlie 
following telegram. s— 

"Lamonditjje continues to act directly contrary to agreement at Gleam. Consider 
my position and position of British officer*-*, lvmre Lahuu, impossible. Efogret cannot 
undertake responsibility for administration of country under present conditions. Would 
urgently request instructions by telegram.'' 

2. The above telegram was sent on receiving the information contained in the 
attached statement. The towns of Boorbu and Ratoma are near Gcitna, and it is very 
evident from the attached statement that *M, Lam mu lino was knowingly acting contrary 
to the Agreement at Gictna, when I expressly (ohl him i hat any labour or supplies ha 
or his subordinates should require at ltanre Labim were to be obtained through the 
Chief there* I told all the Chiefs that M* Lmnondino anil Ids subordinates were to be 
treated with all due reaped, and provided with carriers and food when on the march hut 
that Mr. Lamondin# had. no authority to send for labourers to go to Kanre Laliuu, except 
through the Chief there. 

8. ft in more than over quite evident, that M, Lamondine doea not intend to 
restrict bisections to customs duties solely,nod I consider the present situation to be quite 
impossible, and regret that I cars not hold myself responsible for Lhu rntmimstrui ioj! at the 
country under the present condition*, and would again most urgent]v request that 
something !>c done if it is intended to keep British officers to control the country. 

1. Not knowing what M. Lamonditie had done, 1 sent for the Chief of fiatoma to 
come and see Fa Bundch, but now learn that niter Latnondipo's message he ran away 
into the bush. J 

5, I would earnestly request instructions at an early date, 

(Signed) R N. LE M339UIU£11, Major, Commanding 
Sierra Leone Battalion, H r <?sf African 
Frontier Force . 

R&.—X have to acknowledge the receipt of his Excellency's telegram of the 
8th instant, and am forwarding Confidential despatch of the 14th October, 19(IS, 
herewith, with all possible dispatch. 


R N. LE M. 



m 
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Inclosure 4 in No, 131 
Sfflfemercf by Chief Jaba of Boarbu, 

AT Boarbu on the 7th instant a Court messenger arrived from M. Lamotidine and 
ordered me to send l bushel of rice and twelve labourers to work in the Customs 
compound at Kan re Lahuu, I told the messenger that 1 could not provide them, as 1 had 
been instructed by the Major that all such orders mu«t come through the Chief at 
It a lire L&hun. The Court messenger then went to an influential woman in the town 
called Said (wife of the former Chief, now deadband told her that although he had gone 
to me fqr the rice and labourers, M. Lamondine had instructed him to come straight 
to her, and not tell me. He then ordered her to get the rice and labourers, winch she 
did, The Chief of Batoma was also ordered to send 1 bushel of rice and twelve 
labourers to K&nre Laban, and did so. The Chief of Batoma has since run away into 
the bush. 

(Signed) JAKA, his x mark* 

Witness: 

(Signed) J. Pattejison, Lieu tenant, 

West African Frontier Force, 

Taken down by me this 9th October, 1G0S. 

(Signed) R N. LE MKS DRIER, Major, On-ttitfeanufinijf 

Sierra Leone Battalion t African 

Frontier Force. 


Inclosure 5 in No, 131. 

The Earl of Crewe to Governor Probyn, 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Downing Street, November 7, 1908. 

\ HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Confidential despatches 
of the Bfith September nmi the Kith October, with their in closures, and of your telegrams 
of the 28th and 29th October, on the subject of the atiBUtisfactory behaviour of the 
Liberian Customs officers stationed in the Kan re Lahun. territory. 

2, A strongly worded remonstrance is being addressed to the Liberian Government, 
and <hey arc being informed that if further trouble of the same kind is experienced it 
will be necessary to exclude Liberian Customs otlitersaltogether ho long as the territory 
remains under British control. In the meantime you arc authorized to give directions 
tor the summary expulsion of M. Lamondine from the territory it he is again discovered 
to be deliberately exceeding Ins proper fufietious as Customs officer after being warned 
by the British authorities responsible for the control of the district, 1 am glad,, 
however, to observe from your telegram of the 29th October that the Liberian 
Government may obviate thenecessity for extreme mean urea by withdrawing the Customs 
officers of their own accord. 

8* 1 should be glad to learn !he result of the application for the extradition of 
Mr. Nicol. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) CREWE. 


Inclosure fj m No. 1 11. 


Governor Probyn to the Fart of Crewe. 

(Telegraphic-) [Received November 7, 1908.] 

REFERRING to my telegram, 29(h October, the department has withdrawn, with 
consent of local olllcials* 



















Indosurc 7 in Ho. 13 L 
The Earl of Crem ? to Governor Prohyn, 

( CnnfuliiniijLl,) 

Downing Street, November 12, HM}£* 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram of the 
7th November from which I have learned with satisfaction df thfi withdrawal of the 
Liberian Customs officials from the Ran re Lahun territory* 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CREWE. 


[41179] No. 132. 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received November 25.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign A (fairs, and is directed by the Secretary of State 
to transmit, for the information of Secretary Sir Edward Ciroy, with reference to the 
letter from the Colonial Department of the !7lh instant, copies of despatches from 
Governor Probyn to the Earl of Crewe (with in closures), on the subject of the necessity 
for the withdrawal of the Liberian Customs officials stationed at Kanre Lahun. 

Downi m g StreH t November 2t + 100S. 


Inelofliire l in No* 132. 
Governor Ffofryn to the Earl of Crewe. 


(Confidential.) Government House, Freetown, Sierra Leone, 

My Lord, October 30, I0QS + 

J HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Confidential despatch of the 23rd 
September, respecting the interpretation to be given t.i your predecessor's Confidential 
despatch of the 21&1 February, relating to the subordination of the Liberian Customs 
officials stationed at Kanre Lahun io the West African Frontier Force officer respon¬ 
sible for the control of the Kanre Lahun territory. Your despatch was received by 
me on the ?th instant, and was forwarded to Major Le Megurier on the 10th instant. 
I inclose copy of a report dated the 2ilh October from Major be Mesurier to 
the Colonial Secretary, which explains in detail the course which he and the 
West African Frontier Force officers have followed in their relations with the Liberian 
Customs officials, 

2, [ respectfully beg to call attention to my Con fid out) a! despatch of the 22nd 
January, That despatch was intended to make clear how full of difficulty and danger 
is Ui£ system by which a Liberian Customs department is recognized in u territory for 
the good government of which West African Frontier Force officers are respon¬ 
sible, i intend sending ;l separate despatch dealing with events of recent occurrence 
nt Kanre Lahun, which have jeopardized peace not only in the Kanre Lahun 
chiefdom, but in neighbouring territory. In this despatch it appears to be right 
that I should not only report on the action taken iu compliance with, your 
Confidential despatch of the 23rd September, but that l should also point out 
that the existence of a dual control or administration over the Kanre l^ihun 
territory must bring about a umuu demanding between the Republic and His 
Majesty's, Government, in ho far us the action of the Colonial Government is concerned* 
The point that 1 desire to emphasize is that, assuming itiut nil the British officers and 
all the Liberian Customs officials an men uf perfect judgment, tact, and sclf-coutrol, it 
is absolutely impossible to avoid friction ami the occurrence of events which will 
jeopardize the ptuce of the country, li would purlin p- be otherwise if the customs 
dunes were collected at a sen port, but the case is different when the Customs depart¬ 
ment is supposed to protect the revenue along a boundary of great lentils,, ami crossed 
by Dutnbcrk'ss paths leading from s hid Fa Ihnnlifs villages) on tine Sierra Leone side 
to oilier villages belonging to him in Liberia* In iny Confidential despatch of the 
22nd dim nary I pointed out that l be reason why no complications Imd arisen from the 
dual administration tip to a certain date was because Mr. Hughes, the Liberian Customs 
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official, saw' the wisdom of not acting independently of the Officer Commanding the West 
African Frontier Force at Kanre Lahun; it was also pointed out that Mr. Hughes 
subsequently adopted a different attitude, anil that therefore l instructed Major 
Le M courier to endeavour to persuade Mr. Hughes to revert to bis former attitude, 
and to inform him that if he made any further arrests he would be regarded an 
having forfeited all claims to protection. 

3. 1 confirm the statement made by Major Le Mesurier in the report inclosed 
in this despatch to the effect that no instructions had been given prohibiting the 
Liberian Customs officials from stopping and searching natives, and lining them should 
they be found to be smuggling. In order that the Liberian Customs officials might ho 
disabused of the idea that smuggling was being carried on by men of the West 
African Frontier Force, orders have been issued that ail soldiers crossing the frontier 
are to present themselves at the Liberian Customs station on their arrival at Kanre 
Lahun; this order was issued by the Commanding Officer, in spite of his being 
well aware that the effect of the order on native opinion would be to make it believe 
that the Frontier Force was subordinate to the authority of the Liberian Customs 
department. The last-men tinned circumstance, coupled with the facta demited in 
Major Le Mourner's report, might be cited os an argument to prove that Mr, Lament 
haa been hasty in judgment, or that be ha,-. been misinformed. 1 trust that h will 
not bo thought that 1 have any such intention ; my sole aim is to rmtko it dear that a 
dual administration, in a wild country like Kanre Lahun* is an arrangement which 
cannot be made to work satisfactorily. 

I have, 

(Signed) L, FEGBYN* 


fnclosure 2 in Jfo. 132* 

Major Le Merurier to Colonial Secretary* Sierra Leone. 

Dodo, October 24, 100B. 

I HAVE the honour to report as follows, with reference to the Secretary of 
Stated Confidential despatch of 23rd September and the attached letter from 

Mr. lament. 

2. It i* apparent from Mr. Lament's letter, that lie is under the impression that the 
officers at Kanre Lahun have been preventing the Customs official* from carrying out 
their legitimate duties. This is not a fact. The Customs officials have never 
been prevented from stopping and searching natives, cither on the bonier or in the 
interior of the country, and fining them when found to be smuggling. What we liave 
objected to, hut not prevented, k the practice of arresting natives, either at Kanre 
Lahun or other towns in the district, and keeping them shul up in the Customs 
compound at Kanre Lahun, It is this practice of “arresting” that we have always 
strongly objected to, not the “stopping, searching, and fining,” (hough this latter has 
been the cause of much trouble and iS-treatment, owing to the way it is abused by the 
subordinate Customs officials and Court messengers. This in particularly so at the Customs 
Stations in the interior of the country. My letter to Mr. Hughes ol the 17<h March, 
referred to by Mr. Lament, might certainly have been more dearly warded, and the 
words “other than by fining” inserted after the word " smuggling" at the end of 
paragraph 1. I cannot conceive how Mr, Hughes supposed that l intended be should 
cease to fine smugglers* If there was no penalty there obviously would he no Customs. 
However, it is very apparent that my letter did not convey this meaning to Mr. Hughes, 
for he continued to fine natives, anti we never temonrlrated with him, much loss 
prevented him, I con rider that 'Mr. Hugkca has misrepresented the intention of my 
letter to Mr. Lament, whose feelings in the matter I can sympathize with. Ilnth my 
letters dated the 16th and 17th March were written with the idea of carrying out the 
spirit of bis Excellency's instructions, and paragraph 2 of thal of the L. tti March i* in 
entire agreement with the instructions contained in the last nine tines ol the Secretary 
of State's despatch of the 23rd September, 1008. 

(Signed) F. N\ LL MESURIER, A fajar, Commanding 

Sierra Drone Battalion, West African 
Frontier Force. 


tim] 
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Inelotsuro 3 in No. 133. 

Governor Probyn to the Earl of Crewe, 

[Th« Wferaocea lo the Inc!<*™ i* tba pn^ngr of the m^uacript mat homo with this c Qverintr 

letter.] 

Government House, Freetown , Sierra Leone, 

r., to ®y Confidential <iea|mfcch of tile 3(kh October ^rolatini; to the 

1 "** the h0 "™ f on k 

hnd W 0 mn d! n ^!l,° v bC , r - fr 1 •! te ‘ e S r ™. th3 ‘ ‘he situation at K„ nre Uhun 

Mth Octobor on Z ^tteT " ® Ve * reCC ' V ' d m} Cabk ' SraT " 8 of the 2Stli '*"' i 

of vlhnn '‘feuTSSS* do *P atch Wferene® in made to tbe Chief 

vLw 1, tS, , C e 'T' d<! ? tb»t, through Liberian influence, he gained * ™eat 
utton over ha Bunds when the latter was compelled to Jelirer n n iflo w .’ 

“,f e S kd i " 1 ?f r! ; s ™ pb 3 “» Confidential despatch of the 

19M ItSh hL™™ ,n pariigrnjili 3 of ray Confidential despatch of the 22nd Jannnry, 
‘”2- T 1 b f ne i eMB, 7 to »<*>« on compensation heins made hr the Chief of Vat,in 

iih fii* :, >■ “° f "** * r " «*■ in thc *■*»£.t. a 

3 , if.i . nnahto cl present to mate a definite proposal with reward to the 
amount of the compensation, or the manner in which it should be enforced 

™ „ P- .4 “ <h« inclosnre is a letter dated tile 7th October from Mr IVallis 
fleet’s' JCW/B C<,nal1 in Uhe ™- ™» ktter is a reply to the A it in w Col S 

“fomedin l>«..!rraph * of Mr, Haddon-^mith's Confidential 
d^lMicb fit the «0th September* wrote fo Monrovia asking that the President of the 
Republic mtgJit be informed that it would be necessary to remove the Liberian officials if 
they continued to interfere with the work of the British officers in KwetSSSfe 

Le M^es™« t ° f the 

Mr Hun-tifta fn -i ■ *1 t J ^ C 1L October} is the telegram announcing that 

i,«irn*ito, nn La? ■ l ‘‘ l ln ««* to* Kanro Uhnnf this 

—Lit LLLlr sMSffii&S 

M, iarieJ t ( C n L'of ? i*? Octobe t f , r(,m t,u ' Colonial Secretary to Major t.c 

^!. J ‘ ; D “'closure) was .sent before the receipt of Major Le Mesurier’s 

If ?, |“7 l> ^“.Cp- « of inclosnre) : the letter was written on the morning 

d L ’ I nl, r: n *? P am S"'H’ ' to the hope that the Kan re La ,„n 

d c™ l riff * s i,[ «r mo ' ths rt mide - * «-it o? :«y 

cu , n WilJl * vlr > "HlfiM on tlie evening of the 25th 1 hud decided fa submit L 

readjustment'of tJie'hoin*!^ 1 ^* ’"’f 1 * ? to ir,sl,r<! ,hc np "otiations for the 

dealt w th to mv to,Ld ? d ?’i htme l b T= bt '* » satisthetory issue. The proposal is 
toalt with ill my Contidontm! despatch nt the 29th October. It will he noticed that an 

2£Em? mad?? f J r * _Wif to the effect that every endeavour 

should bo made to avoid complications with the Liberian Customs officials When 

however, ™ the evening of the 26th I received the telegram from Mato^'WesS 

mnrinuV I, «nd“ r acLn 1*STl* Cd U bc unsafe tfl *#«* «"> dual administration to 
Frenti^Fori L ?"* *, tclE? S™m to the Adjutant of the West African 

Ltnit i^ 1 ' r * ant , fl telegram to ^Ijijor Le Mcsiirier at Kanre Labun viL 

ted ij“^ii'TthlsF‘ h oi ” hidl "*"•* 3 “ nt “ the 27th 0etober » -iu 

should he W ? . i, ,‘ Fre ff™ a - 1 thought it desirable that an opportunity 

arisen - at H ,v ,!1 ‘h " ""id permit of his assisting me in the crisis which had 

nr sen at .he some time I realized that there were objections to his taking any „c ve 
part in determining the action which had to be taken. I therefore sent Will a letter 
early in the morning of the S7lh October, copy of which will he found L •> „V,| ! 
^ r,T \ . m '^ Ue «* Mr. «-,llia .0 attend, and conVenucntly tfi LleL L 

thLLh iLiLcLcl'arv'rf ? - r t Bnl ' h ° ft J W . a d( ' 8 l Mtcl1 «■*> tout after a coLultolionLitl. 
the Lolattai Secretory hui Without any advice from Mr, Wallis. 

inclosnre) 1 ’ I vM | i'i”^ * f ™™ M««e l,e Mesuricr (p. IS of 

w L?i” r ? • tolegram in reply (p. 11 of inclosure). It will lie noticed 

- vL to ^to?ri?Mo° n ? Ido f r f tra lb3vc cancelled the nn limited authority previously 
given to Major Le Mcsnncr to bring about the removal of the Liberian Customs official? 


I tliua limited my previous insIritelinriH with great reluctance, and solely because your 
Coofiitentis-I despatch of the 2"3rd ScpternbcT Itni! created a grave doubt in my mind 
as lo what policy you desire to be pursued. In my Confidential despatch of tho 
30th October I refer to the last-mentioned despatch, [ am confident that in the 
interests of Liberia it is undesirable that the existing dual administration should be 
continued. Recent events have given rise to a just daisrt to compensation on the part 
of Chief Fft Bunds, and similar difficulties arc snevitable as long as the dual 
administration exists, 

-H. I bog to urge that the Liberian Customs department should be removed from 
Kanrc La Inin forthwith. Although the readjustment of the boundary is in one neiise 
& minor matter* the settlement of the question is of great importance to Liberia and 
tn the inhabitants of the Kanro Lahun territory. His Majesty's Government have 
arrived at a definite decision, which boa been communicated to me in your predecessor's 
Confidential despatch of the 11th February. Tire- decision is to the effect that the 
boundary is to he readjusted in order £o protect Chief ff* Rundu from being hanged at 
Monrovia for treason against the Republic, It is possible that in the remote future 
a Liberian Customs department at Kanru Lahun may collect * substantial revenue for 
tbe Republic* but it it* agreed that for some yours to come the customR revenue will 
barely pay the expenses of the department, Long before these intervening years have 
eEni&cd the decision of Ilia Majesty's Government will have been carried into effect* 
and consequently the continued presence of the Liberian Custom* department at 
Kanrc Lahuti at the present juncture* while serving no useful purpose, only tends to 
bring about events which cause & feeling of bitterness between the Liberian officials and 
the British officers at Kanro Lahun. My Confidential despatch of the 30th October w ill* 

I trust, make this aspect of tbe question dear. I cannot help feeling that the 
Luropc&u officials in the Liberian Customs department at Kan re Lahun are not fully 
nware of the decision of His Majesty\ Lovernraent already iiKiitioncd, My reason for 
thus thinking is the wording of Mr. L&monFs letter of the 24th August, a copy of which 
is inclosed in your Confidential despatch of the 23rd Beptombor. In this letter 
Mr. Lamont states: "Admittedly Liberia Es an insignificant State* but 1 would 
rCEtpeCtfbUy point out tlmt she Im.-H done all she has been asked to do to control and 
rectify the fiscal situation at Knnre Lahun, and it- is not, I behove* the in tent ion of 
situ Britannic Majesty's Govommont in sanction what I look upon an an unwarranted 
interference with the work of organization I have undertaken in that country* 

5. t in pp, 36-17* inclusive, of indoeurc will be found a copy of a report from 
Major Lo Me&uricr, dated the 23th October, in which details arc given of the actions of 
tlie Chief of Vubtm when lie visited Kanre LllIiuii at the request of Mr. Hughes, the 
Liberian Customs official, nr cornet mod by n number of followers, seventy'five of whom 
were armed with cap-guns obtained from tbe Liberian Government. In the report 
allusion is made to tlie tact that the natives of the territory around Kanre La I urn 
associate the Liberian rule with a toleration of slave-dealing, As will be known Iron; 
previous cor respond cnee, Fa Bun cl a, Chief of Kanrc Labitn, caused great discontent 
in Ilia diiefdom during the rebellion by ordering it to support the Sierra Leone 
Government, which latter 'nas regarded with disfavour hy ll section of the native 
cornuiunity on account of its policy of slave-repression. 

10* Jti view of these facte* E heg to renew, with urgency, my request that tlie 
Liberian Customs department at Kanre Laiiitu be forthwith removed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) L. PBDBYN, 


Tndomre 4 in No, 133* 

Contitif Waditi to Cafoniat Etcrt'lfirtj, Sierra Ltoue. 

(ConfidentiaL) 

Sir, Mcmropin, October 7* lB0?b 

TUG circunitstanees reported in your Confidential despatch of ihu 11th instant, with 
indosurcs, upon (tie situation aL Katire Latum diridoses a scandalous state of afthira 
which re Elec is great discredit upon Lise Liberian Government. 

The British officers at Kanrc Lahun seem to have shown both patience and 
judgment in n difficult situation ; and I have spoken to the President, and warned him 
that if tho Liberian officials continue tt> intertote with the work ol the BrilLh officers in 
tunin' Lahun territory they will be dealt with tun tuna inly, 

Tlie President has promised me that he will instruct Mr, Lamondine to Coniine lit# 














work solely to his Customs duticR, and i shall he glad to bear, as Boon a* possible „ 
whether this order is being curried out. 

If t on the other hand, this individual continues to hamper the efforts of the Sierra 
Leone authorities, they will know what course to adopt, pending the final settlement of 
the whole matter, which, for political reasons, must be delayed for three or four months 

more. 

I have, Ac 

(Signed) BBAITKWAITE WALLIS. 


Itidoauro b in No. 132. 

Major Le Mcgnrier to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone, 

(Confidential.} Bambattv, October 12, 1908, 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the following telegram from 
His Excellency the Governor, dated the 10th October i— 

" In reply your telegram yesterday, 1 am informed that three of the chief member* 
of Liberian Government will arrive here about the 19th, with object visiting Kattre 
Lnhun. It is consequently very desirable no extreme measures should be taken until t 
have seen them, but, if Fighting or serious disorder cannot be averted except by ejection 
of Liberian officials, you have authority to act. lie careful, however, to keep careful 
record of events Should you think that my presence will lessen difficulty of .sit nation, 
telegraph to me and I will come to Kan re Lahun at once. Repeat back this telegram to 
prevent error,*' 

2. Tile situation remains the same since my Iasi report, but l do not think there is 
a likelihood of fighting, unless Mr. Lamondine again misrepresents our actions to the 
natives with the idea of causing trouble. £n view of the visit of the Liberian officials I 
do not think this likely, and in the c&#6 already reported I can scarcely believe he 
realized what the results of Ida action might have been, 

3. That there have been so few cases of bloodshed in the country during the lost 
two years is almost entirely due to the extraordinary patience of bn Euiida and his 
people arid the implicit confidence they have placed in uh, I think it is playing with 
fire to expect that this patience and confidence can continue indefinitely, and at any 
time a ca&e of ill-treatment might result in the natives turning on the Customs Court 
messengers. 

4. Fa Buuda is at present ill with dysentery, and appears to be quite broken down 
in health. His death at the present juncture would introduce serious complications 
iulu ail already almost impossible situation. I understand that the question of the 
eventual control of the Kanre Lahun country is to remain in abeyance for the present,, 
but I would represent that Fa Bimda’s present state of health is a strong argument in 
favour of the question being settled as soon as it is practicable. Should Fa liimda live 
to see his country consolidated under us, there would be little difficulty with regard to 
his successor, 

ft. I will make every endeavour to avoid trouble ;ind improve the present situation, 
but I would repent that I consider nothing will restore peace and order except the 
departure of the Customs officials- in that case I am convinced all trouble would ecase¬ 
in the country under our control. 

t), 1 would suggest that it would seem very necessary that His Excellency should be 
present at Kanre Lahun when the Liberian officials are staying 1 there, 

(Signed) F, K. LE MESCiilER, Major, Commanding 
Sierra Leone Battalion. , West African 
Frontier Force. 


Inclosure 0 in No. 132. 

Major Le Mc$urier to Colonud Secretary, Sierra Leone, 

Kantjama 3 October 20 , 1908 , 

IN’ continuation of my Confidential letter of the 12th instant, I have the honour to 
report as follow* on the present situation in the Kanre Lahun country 
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The result of my recent patrol, when we were received everywhere in a mogf 
friendly way by the natives, has proved to them that the rumours spread by Lamondine 
were not true, and that we have every desire to be friendly with them. I am referring 
to the natives at present under the Liberian Commissioner, and not to those under our 
control, who would only laugh at such rumour*. I think the patrol has done a lot ot 
real good, and to & great extent calmed the feeling of unrest that existed. 

2, Mr, Lamondine, so far from showing an amicable spirit in bi.s dealings with us. 
seems determined to continue his former hostile policy. Recently he brought back the 
Customs station to Mano, without informing either Captain Gordon or myself. This I 
consider to E>e very discourteous, in view of the fact that the station fit Mano waa 
recently withdrawn tiding to our representations. He has also started the searching of 
Front!era’ loads coming in to Kanre Lahun. ThU may lead to serious trouble between 
the Customs Court messengers and the Frontiers, When Mr, Lam our, the head of the 
Liberian Customs, was at Kanre Lahun in 199?, he informed me that it was not proposed 
to collect duty from West African Frontier Force officers |, nnd !men, and 1 told him 
that I would warn the men against using this privilege for purpose* of irade. No 
complaints have been received from the Liberian Customs in respect of this. However, 
to avoid the chance of friction, Captain Gordon has issued an order tb;tt all Frontiers are 
to present themselves at the Customs on arrival at Kanre Lahun. This cannot improve 
native opinion of our authority in the country. 

3, What is an even more serious mailer is the fact thnl Mr, Hughes has returned 
to Kanre Lahun suddenly. Hiu presence at this juncture renders the situation more 
complicated, and, if possible, more inqiossible, than before. To begin with, os the result 
of not having dealt, in a straight manner with British officers at Kanre Lahun. he is not 
trusted by them, and therefore cannot hope for the support mid friendship which was 
accorded to him when he first came to Kanre Lahun, and which he abused. What is 
of even more importance is the effect it will have on the natives throughout the country. 
Mr, Hughe* was acting with Major Lomax at ihe time so many atrocities were being 
committed in the country. Ho grossly abused his position of Customs officer to levy 
exorbitant fines and otherwise ill-treat the natives, who associate his name with that of 
Major Lomax, and will I infer from bin arrival at Kanre Latum that the country is once 
more to he upset* and that the rumour of the arrival of Liberian soldiers is correct, I 
cannot urge too strongly the necessity for his immediate withdrawal before unrest is 
caused. The Liberian Government are fully aware of the friction that existed when ho 
was in Kan re Lahun before, and it they are interested in maintaining peace in the 
country ' cannot understand how they have permitted him to return. 

4, I would again most strongly urge that the Customs he removed from the Kanre 
Lahun country, The situation, impossible before, will bu rendered intolerable should 
Mr. Hughes be permitted to remain* and I Uo not consider ihai it is Fair lo ask British 
officers to undertake the control of the country under the present conditions. 

(Signed) F* N, LB MLSUUlLli, Major, Commanding 

Sierra Leone Battalion, West African 
Frontier Force. 


p.S L ^Sinec my letter to him from Gretna, f Imve received no communication Irom 
Mr. Ijftmqndine, and, in order to avoid creating friction, 1 have abstained from writing to 
him as l hope his Excellency Lhe Governor will shortly come up to Kanre Lnhun. 

1 f * I) M Tl? 


F. N. LE M. 


Inclosuro 7 in No, 132. 



Major Le Memrier to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leant. 

(Telegraphic.) fibnirtin* October 21, 1908. 

SITUATION further complicated by arrival of Mr. Hughes at Kanre Lahun. 
Goimidcr his immediate departure very necessary. 
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Ira closure 8 in No* 132L 
Major Li Mesurier to Governor Probyn* 

T olographic,) Haiinui, October 26, 1908. 

KEGrKBT to report that fears anticipated in consequence of I lushes 1 presence 
Karsre Lalmn fully justified, Hughes without reference to Gordon sent for powerful 
Chief from Vnhua. Reason unknown. Chief arrived yesterday with numerous following 
and seventy-live natives armed with cap-guns. Chief promenaded the town* firing guns 
and proclaiming that he came tinder Liberian power to look [sic] the country, and that 
they had promised to put big Chief in the country instead of Fa Bunda, F&Bunda is not 
at Kaure Lahun. Gordon ordered the Chief out of the town. So fur has been unable to 
interview Hughes. Country very upset. Moat urgently requested authority to request 
Hughes and Customs to leave country immediately. Iluvq just arrived [juV] two of 
the Chiefs, men armed with guns, and one ex-soEdicr of Lomax patrolling near Dodo. 


Xndo&uro 0 in No. 132. 

Colonial Secret a ry , Sierra Leone M to Major Le Mesurier, 

Colonial Secretaires Office, Freetown T 

(Confideotiiil*) October 26, 1908. 

I .431 directed by his Excellency to acknowledge your telegram of the 21st 
instant, hinting that the situation at Knnrc Lahun is further complicated by the arrival 
of Mr. Hughey and urging hu departure. 

The Liberian officials referred to in a previous telegram from his Excellency are not 
coming to this Colony with a view of proceeding to Kanre Lahun* 

On another paper I have forwarded you thy Seeretnry of State’s Confidential 
despatch stating that the Liberian officials are to receive every co-operation from the 
officials nj this Government as regards their Customs duties, ami his Excellency feels 
sure that ha ean rely on you to comply with the Secretary of State's wishes 

There is reason to hope that the Kanre Lahun difficulty will he ended within three 
months, and in the meantime every endeavour must he made to avoid complications, 
because the latter may so embitter people at Monrovia as to frustrate any satisfactory 
settlement. His Excellency fully realties the difficulty of the position of the officers of 
the 'West African Frontier Force pending a nett lenient of the question, 

Copies of your letters of the 12th and 2Glh October will be forwarded by the 
Governor to the Secretary of State. 

(Initialled) G. B* II.-S. 


Inclosuro 10 in No. 332. 

Adjutant, ITerf African Frontier Foret, to Governor Frobyn, 

{Telegraphic,} Dorn, October 27, 1908. 

FOLLOWING received and forwarded to Major Le Mesurier under escort at 
980 A.M.:— 


11 Transmit following la Lc Mesurier under protection of strong escort: 

u 1 Bcuioral authorized. Let them take ah office books and records, and if they refuse 
take charge yourself. Use utmost endeavour to obtain conclusive proof of their 
connivance at the action of Vahun Chiefs. Consider whether you want reLriforuumentSp 
and act as you deem necessary/ 

“ Repeat buck this lekgrnin to avoid error." 

Message should reach destination to-morrow midday. 
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Ineloauxe 11 in No. 132, 

Governor Pro&yn Co Major Le AferurW. 

'{Telegraphic.) Freetown, October 27 y 1908. ' l 

FOR safety, I have sent reply to your telegram to Darn for transmission to you. 
In due course I shall press for compensation from Vahun Chief for hia actions Do not 
act on the authority given unless you tLink that pence cannot be maintained without 
taking the steps authorised, and report as soon as possible what action is taken. 


Inelosure 12 in No. 132. 

Governor Probyn to Consul H^aUir, fiofl 

Government House, Freetown * Sierra Leone t 
October 27,1908. 

BY the mail which left yesterday morning I sent Mr. Antrobus a semi-official letter 
in which I described the scheme, discussed between ourselves oh Sunday evening, which 
we both thought gave promise ol making clear to the Republic of Liberia the bonajides of 
the proposal for a readjustment of the boundary on the lines prescribed in Mr, Antrobus 
Memorandum, 1 added that I thought it desirable that the Mano River question should 
remain in abeyance ponding the consideration of the new scheme* The object of this 
letter was to make any cablegram which may he scut by you or by myself more easily 
understood. 

2. I regret to say (lint last night I received a telegram from Major Le Mesurier at 
Kaure Lahun the content* of which show that a very serious development has taken 
place. 1 should like to discuss with you and Mr, Bmldon-Smith, the Colonial Secretary,, 
the situation which has been thus created, eo that there may be a complete agreement 
as to the course to he pursued; but before you take part in I he discussion you will 
doubtless consider fully whether your doing so will be likely to imperil your work in 
Liberia ; it is obviously most necessary fhal the President should continue to regard you 
ns an impartial advisor in the tliscusaion of the boundary difficulties, which al present are 
the sole reason for there being a want of a perfectly friendly understanding between the 
Republic nnd flic Local Government of Sierra Leone. 

J have, &e, 

(Signed) L. PEQBYN. 


In closure 13 in No, 132- 
Major Le Meturicr to Governor Probyn. 

(Telegraphic.) JJfltww, October 29, 1908. 

CONFIRM in detail my telegram of 25 th reference Vahun Chief. Have arrived 
Chief at Glemn and taken” ten guns without trouble. Chiefs Mowing have return 
Vahun smd order restored. Hughes sent for Chief to conic Kanre Lahun, but do not 
consider lie understood what result would he. Have received telegram 27 th* and 
anticipate no trouble in removing Customs. Hughes realise* that situation is impossible 
ami raises uu obstacles, Customs Court messengers arc being recalled to-day. Full 
report- follows by train leaving Jla it urn to-morrow. 


Inolosme 11 in No* 132. 

(iarmtor Probyn to Major Le Mesuntr. 

(Telegraphic.) Freetown, October 29* IflOS* 

YOU it telegram stating peace is restored received. ) ell should not compel 
removal unless you art Convinced ttml danger cannot bo otherwise avoided Endeavour, 
therefore* to obtain written assent from Hughes to removal lor penod necessary 
in order that question may be dealt with bj l!in Majesty’s Government anti Liberian 







132 


fi2|vernTrumt; he will readilyagree, as he'realizes that situation!* impassible* My reason 
J« that [ want to avoid new complication* i-titli as have arisen, namely, Fa Bun da V. 
claim to compensation for imiragc by Yahun Chief. Explain to Hughey whom I have, m 
the past, always thought wise and prudent, a uitbdruwul by agreement will assist satis¬ 
factory settlement 


Jjidosure 26 in No* 133* 

Major Le Afesuricr to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone, 

^ Kanre Lahun, October 28, 2008. 

1 HA V E the honour to report that I have now confirmed the details of the report 
ot the arrival of Chief Mus& Tanga, of the Vabun country, contained in my telegram to 
IIEk Excellency the Governor of (he 25th instant, and have also acquired further demls. 
The facts are ns follows; Mr. Huirhes, Shortly after his arrival, sent for Chief Musa 
'Tonga to come to Kunrc Uihun to talk some palaver* He did not inform Captain 
Gordon he was doing bo. Chief Musa Tanga crossed the Manna River with u large 
following and some seventy.five cap-guns, also a hand. At the towns of Ratoma, Boaibu, 
Gremi, and Enwbijnrnn he boasted that he had seen the President of Liberia, who had 
given him seventy-five cap-guns and a silver medal, which ho pointed to, and said he 
could do anything he liked now and no white man could interfere with him. He fired 
otr guns, played the hand, and generally made a great display* boasting of his power. 
He left vnrioiiH-sized detachments of men with guns in these towns «n route. On arrival 
at Kanre Latum cm the 24th instant, lie did not go to pay any compliments to the Chief 
Santiggis (Chief Fa Bunda was away at Rucalu). He an id that he did not come to see 
Fa Honda but the big District Commissioner. He went and saw Mr. Hughes and 
afterwards promenaded (lie town in his hammock with band playing, anil guns firing, 
repeating what he had boosted in the towns rn route. He further slated that the 
Liberian President gave better preseutw than the English, and that the Liberians agreed 
to slave-dealing ; also that the Liberian President, with Major Looms, wftft coming in 
two months'time 1 o take over the country, and that he would be the big Chief then, 
Reports of this soon reached me at Dodo* ami 1 caught two of the Chiefs armed men 
and one cx-ttffdfer of Major Lomax near Dodo. They had been called back to Kan re 
Laliun hy Fa Bundu’a Chief JsnhtiggE at ttanre Lahun, but refused to do so. 1 sent 
out and arrested iheni. That evening, the 25th instant-, after hearing many rumours 
and finally confirmed statements^ I forwarded the telegram referred to above to His 
Excellency the Governor, and sent word to Captain Gordon to turn the Chief out of the 
lown L Orj (he morning of the 2fith I hoard he had not gone, 8o l at once marched to 
Gremi to out him off, and sent a patrol down the BtUotna road to clear the cmiuEry of 
his followers. 

On arrival at Gremi, [ heard that the Chief was still near Kanrc Lahun, so 3 seat 
woril to if aptain Gordon to arrest him at oneo. However, he crossed iny messenger* 
and I arrested him myself, and so arranged matters that, reaistnnce would be impossible. 
Moat of his following fled, but I look ten cap-guns, The next day f released the three 
prisoner,* taken jit Dodo and marched to Ranre Laliun. On arrival there, I Enter viewed 
?ilr* Hughes, mid pointed out to him the crimi* results of the Chiefs conduct, and 
suggested that in future it would be better if he fir*t informed the Officer at Kan re Lalitm 
before sending for Chiefs, more particularly Chief* from the Yahun country, which is a hot¬ 
bed of intrigue, being flic head-quarters ofCbicf GandL Me stated that he had no idea 
wiial would happen, and 3 feel sure he did riot intend to make thin trouble. I interviewed 
the Santiggh and chief men in the town, and they corroborated every word 1 hud heard 
in tilt country. They stated they were very much afraid, and that many people in the 
town talked of leaving for the Protectorate. They added, however, that they were 
,f under white man's pCtorcr/’ otherwise they would not have allowed the Chief ut aume 
to Kao re Laliun. They appeared very angry that the Chief, when be came to the town, 
had not inquired “ country tank Lon after Huua, enc of Chief Fa IftmdTs brothers, who 
recently died. Ihcy thought this shimed rt bad spirit, as in addition be brought (] p- 
present tor Fa Bund a, and said he did not wish to hoc him. They told me nil thin in 
the presence of Captain Gordon and Lieutenant Pat torso m, and affirmed that it was iruc, 
alti-r 3 had impressed on them the necessity of stating po^Hi vt' facte only, 

-- I his morning (the 28th instant) I received his* ExcelIcncy’s telegram instructing 
rnr to remove: the Customs, and at mice sent to inform Mr. Hughes, who hod just left the 
to 1 n. lie Ijjis answered that ho will return at once tu Kanrc Lahun, and has just givon 


orders for the Customs puafe to be withdrawn. 1 have this morning sent a telegram to 
bis Excellency the Governor reporting the situation to date. Mr, Hughes was already 
in great difficulties; with Mr. LmnOndine, Mr, Nieul, and his Court messengers* nod 
realizes. I think, that the retention of the Customs here is impossible* He informed 
me yesterday that during his first tour out here on Customs officer he only jnut made 
them pay hii L salary and that of his subordinates, and that net a penny had been 
forwarded to Monrovia, 

3* I think that the action of Chief Musa Tanga might easily have led to bloodshed, 
both atKanre lJibuti and the other towns he passed through* Also 1 am quite sure he 
would never have dared to come to Kan re La him liad Mr. Hughes, not been here, 

4. 1 would draw particular attention to the fact that the President of Liberia gave 
this Chief seventy-five cup-guns. I consider this* arming of the natives may lead to 
trouble later on, as there is no reason why he should not sell them to other natives. 

H in also clear that the natives of this country associate slave-dealing with Liberian 
rule. ft is well known throughout this country that Major Lomax sold many natives. 

5. I du not anticipate further trouble, particularly as Mr, Hughes is not raising 
obstacles. I will report the progress of events ut an early date, 

(Signed) F. N. LE MESUfUER, Mayor* Commanding 
Sierra Leone Battalion, West Africa n 
Frontier Force , 


[41477j 


(No. 30.) 
(Telegraphic.) 


No, 183* 

Consul Wallis to Sir Edtcarti Grey .-—[Received Ifywmber 27*) 


Monrovia, November 27, 1008* 


APPOINTMENT of British Inspectors to Liberian Customs, 
fbe three British officials referred to in your telegram Mo. 18 of I he 28th September 
have received appointments in the acmee of the Liberian Government, J m sending 
a despatch by mail on the subject. 


[43102] No. 13L 

Colonial Office to Foreign Office .—(/ieceiWd December 10.) 

DoitwHff Strceit December 9 , 1908 , 

T AM directed by the Earl of Crewe to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of 
the 7th and 0th ultimo, communicating two telegrams from ilis Majesty' 
Consul at Monrovia on. the subject of the suggestion that a sum of money 
should be offered to the Liberian Government, as an alternative to the triangular 
area between the Mano and Morro Rivers, in exchange for the ** Kan re Laliun 
territory n (i.e., the territory of which the boundaries arc indicated on the map 
inclosed in the letter from this Office of the 4th October, 1.907). 

2, 1 am to transmit, for the information of Secretuiy :sir Edward Grey, the 
accompanying copies of a telegram and a despatch which have been received from the 
Governor of Sierra Leone on the subject of this proposed. 

3. If it is true, as suggested in the fourth paragraph of your letter of the 
7th ultimo, that the cession of territory to Sierra Leone in exchange for a money 


likely to arise in the easts of an exchange of territories, Ilis Uirdukip is, however, of 
the opinion that, in either ease* any such action on the part of Franee would be 
unjust!liable* having m view not merely the small area involved* but also the fact that 
the transfer of the Kanro Latum territory h desired by ilis Majesty's Government in 
the interests of order ami good government, nod in conformity with the principles 
which were affirmed in the preamble to the Franco-Liberian Treaty of 1907/ 

4, Lord Crewe therefore hopes tliui, if representations on the subject were made 
to the French Government, no action on their part inimical te the interests of Liberia 
would follow upon the settlement of the future Laliun question upon either loses 
suggested, and should dir E. Urey concur with him in this view* he would 3)e 
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prepared to approve of a sum not exceeding 6,0001. being' paid, by the Sierra Leona 
Government as proposed* 

5. Lord Orewe agrees with SLrE. Grey in thinking it desirable that the settlement 
of the M&no River question should be allowed to proceed independently.. 

I am, Ac, 

(Signed) FRANCIS J* S, HOPWOOD, 


Inclosure 1 in No* 134* 

Goi-ernor Proby n to the Earl of Crewe. 

(Telegraphic.) P. [liecricrd November 3, 1008.] 

YOUR Confidential despatch of the 11th February, with reference to alteration of 
boundary proposed in Memorandum of Antrobus, request approval to Sierra Leone 
Government giving 3 [is Majesty's Consul authority to offer President, of the Republic 
of Lilraria either triangular area or BjjOOQL instead of this area as equivalent for Ivan re 
Liihun territory mentioned in Memo randum* It is Majesty 1 ’* Consul for Liberia is 
here saying that President of the Republic considers triangular area worthless, so that 
negotiations for adjustment of boundary must fad unless authority given to offer 
G.OQOL as alternative. Reply by telegraph if practicable. My letter of the 2oth 
October to AtitrobtiB ia amplification of this: (? "Wallis) cabling Foreign Office 
requesting that action regarding Mane Agreement should be temporarily suspended, 
also pressing for sanction requested. 


Inclosure 2 m No. 134. 

Gerernor Probyn to the Earl of Crewe . 

(Confidential,) Got'f mflteni House, Freetown, Sierra Leone, 

My Lord, November 7 t 100S. 

IN continual'ion of my Confidential despatch of the 1st November. I Lave the 
honour to inclose copies of further correspondence respecting the Sierra Leone- 
Lib ori ftn question. 

St, Pp. 5 to 7 of the incloauir" show that Mr. Hughes, the representative of the 
Liberian Customs Deportment, has cons vn ted to the withdrawal of the Department 
from the Kan re Lahun nn:a during the interval needed to enable the question to be 
decided by you or the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and the Republic. My 
proposal is that made in my Confidential despatch of the 1st November, and may be 
shortly restated;— 

u That no Liberian official of any kind be allowed within the area controlled by 
the Colonial troops, in accordance with \h<■ decision uf 11 is Majesty's Government, as 
conveyed in your predecessor’s Confidential despatch of the 11th February." 

3. Mr. Wallis was unable to s-ee me before the Slat October with reference to the 
events which hive veoeetly happened al Ivan re Lahun* fn my Conftdenti&l despatch 
of tlie 29th October, I submitted a proposal to the effect that the Republic should lie 
allowed a free choice as to whether it would accept the triangular area near the Mono 
River or a fixed sum not exceeding 0,00(1/, Qu pp, 2 to 1 of the inclosuro to this 
despatcht will be found copy of a Memorandum which 1 have given to Mr, 'Wallis as 
an nide-mt-moire respecting the view that 1 take of the proposal to offer n fixed sum as 
an alternative to the grant of the triangular area as explained in the Memorandum. 
The latter will have no importance if sanction is not given to the proposal that 
Mr. Wallis should conditionally offer the Republic the fixed sum, 

L It will be noticed that paragraphs 2 and 3 of tins, despatch deal with different 
subjects. .My reason for writing in this manner h that if it is finally decided that no 
Liberian official is to be allowed to enter the Kunne Lain in area in future, and if the 
fixed sum is not readily accepted by I be Republic, it may be considered by you to be 
desirable that, in view of the actual departure of the Liberian Customs Department 
from Kanre Lahun, another proposal should he made to the Republic. The additional 
proposal which i have in view is that the Government of Sierra Leone should pay the 


* luclosure-s 3 ami i. 
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sum of 2401. annually to the Republic pending the settlement of the boundary 
question, this sum being equivalent to 4 per cent, on 0,0001, aud Iwing more than 
nay not revenue which the Republic would he likely to receive from occupation of the 
Kmire Txihuu territory for many years to come. The arrangement would be of a 
tcmjjorary character, but during its continuance the Colonial troops would have the 
sole control of the 25-mile zone at present occupied by the Frontier Force. My reason 
for suggesting this additional proposal is that it would give effect to the policy 
outlined in the Foreign Office Letter of the 80th March, inclosed in your predecessor 1 s 
Confidential despatch of the 10fh April. An additional reason in favour of the 
proposal is that the inhabitants of the Pkornbri and Band! chiefdoms mentioned in 
Mr. Antrobus' Memorandum, copy of which was forwarded in your predecessor’ll 
Confidential despatch of the 11th February, arc, I am informed, so disturbed by the 
character of the Liberian Administration, as illustrated by recent events, that they arc 
now anxious to revert to their old allegiance to Chief Fa ilundeh. 

A On p, 1 of mcloeuro* is copy of a letter, dated the 2nd November, written by 
Mr. Wallis to me. I should perhaps explain that I only learned yesterday evening of 
the removal of the Liberian Customs Department, and that both Mr. Wallie and 
myself were in ignorance of the actual position atJCaure Liihun on the 2nd November* 
the date of his letter, 

I have, Jtc. 

(Signed) L. PROBYN. 


Inclosure 3 In No. 134. 

Captain Wallvt to Governor Probyn* 

Si r Sierra Leone, Ncwaifor 2, 1908. 

W! I’ll reference to the readjustment of the Sierra Leone- Liberian boundary. 
President Barclay attaches little importance to the navigation of the Mano River, and 
I fear that It will be impossible to obtain his assent to the readjustment £>f the 
boundary on the lines proposed. 1 think that, the alternative method discussed by us 
would, if sanctioned, make it possible for me to obtain the assent of the President* 
The authority needed is sanction tor my offering the mm. of 6,0001 as an alternative 
to the cession of the triangular urea near the More River. If 1 am thus authorized, 
l should in the first instance; offer only 3,000L 

2. I suggest that a cablegram he sent. to the Colonial Office, asking for authority 
to make the 0,000/, alternative proposal, and also asking that no action he taken in 
the meantime with respect to the Mano River, 

A With regard to the Liberian Customs Department at Kanre Lahun, under the 
eircumstaucos it is necessary that it should be removed. At this date it is uncertain 
whether the removal lias taken place; whether Major Lc Mesurier baa obtained the 
assent of the local Custom* officials to tills removal, or whether that officer lias 
Arranged that the Liberian Customs station should remain for the present a: 
Kabre Lalmn. 

L rn stating that the Customs authorities should be removed, I should explain 
that I mean the removol should take place if President Barclay ami the Legislature 
refuse to assent to the proposed, readjustment of the boundary as amplified by the 
offer of money suggested heroin; but if should be arranged, if possible* that tho 
Customs Department should remain at Xaore Lahun untfi 1 have had time to put 
forward (he new proposal 

5. The events which have recently happened at lvrmro Lab on seem to have made 
it necessary to order the removal, hut as it appears fmni Major U* Mesurier's telegram 
of the 20tli. ultimo lliat the difficulty lias been temporarily overcome, it will be of 
great assistance to me if the removal can lie postponed as suggested* 

0. I have received back the President's letter referred to iu my despatch Xu. 20 
of the 31st ultimo 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) RRAiTILWAITE WALLIS. 


* hidubiirti 3- 
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Indoaure t in No, 13L 

Ml Mok an hum by the Governor of Sierra Leone* explain in g the extent to which the 
Sierra Leone-Liberian question would he affected if assent is given by the Home 
authorities to the proposal that His Britannic Majesty's Consul lur Liberia 
should be authorised to offer a sum of money to the Liberian Government as an 
equivalent for the area within the Colony of Sierra Leono which it is proposed 
should be granted to the Republic in exchange for that portion of the Kanre 
Lnhun territory which is defined in Mr, Antnobn@ t Memorandum, 

IT is understood that the Republic is very reluctant to agree to the alteration of 
the boundary proposed in Mr* Antrobns' Memorandum, find that the reluctance is duo 
to v arious causes which are mentioned seriatim in the succeeding paragraphs of this. 
Memorandum* 

2, There is a reluctance owing to the belief that the triangular area is not a 
proper equivalent tor the Kanrc L'diun area. To the extent to which tins reluctance 
is due to a belief that the triangular urea is comparatively valueless* it h hoped that 
the projjo&il tliat the Republic should be given an opportunity of choosing whether 
they will accept the triangular area or a fixed sum of money will* by reason of the 
largeness of the sum* remove the impression that tlie triangular area is comparatively 
valueless- As the proposal Es that the Republic shall have an unrestricted choice as 
to whether they will accept the triangular area or the fixed sum. it is hoped that there 
will be no danger whatever of it being thought by the Republic that the fixed sum is 
being offered ns the price of the Kanre Lahun territory. 

3, It i$ understood thnt the Republic regards it as somewhat unreasonable that 
an alteration in the boundary should be suggested, and also that it is feared that if the 
present boundary is altered* the alteration may be regarded as a precedent by the 
Republic a other neighliour, France. If the exchange involved in the proposed 
alteration ol t3 lc* boundary is made, the Republic will obtain an area larger than that 
which it cedes, arid consequently, in so far as the alteration may be regarded ns a 
precedent, it will give to the Republic a strong position when negotiating any 
alteration in the Franco-Liberian boundary, because it is unlikely that France will 
offer during such negotiations an area larger than that which she asks Liberia to cede. 
It may also be stated that, as far aa the suggested alteration is concerned, the case 
differs from one in which it is sought to alter a wdl-eon&idorcd boundary, it being 
universally admitted that an Artificial boundary one fixed by a parallel of 
longitude or latitude) passing through a thickly populated region is inferior to tx 
boundary which lias been determined after full consideration by both parties of 
matters so vitally affecting the inhabitants as do tribal boundaries. While, therefore, 
for the purpose of the negotiation in hand, no question whatsoever is raised as to the 
Iritti parallel being the boundary,, it is felt that comparatively unimportant circum¬ 
stances would justify negotiations being made with a view of substituting n considered 
for an artificial boundary, 

4, One passage in the letter written by the President indicate* that he would be 
willing to assent, lo (he alteration of boundary as proposed in Mr* Ant rob UA* 
Menioraiuliim, hut from another passage in the letter it appears tlial tie misunder¬ 
stands the proposal; thus lie state? that lie would agree at onco to the proposal if it 

tl ' nt the Republic were only to cede *' the zone in military occupation of the 
British forces, but. that he feda great difficulty in agreeing to an exchange of 
ha Mundch$ territory. As (ho terms of Air. Antrobmd Memorandum make it dear 
that it is not desired that the Republic- should grant u Fa ihmdeh’s territory.■* 
but that only the limited area dearly defined in the Memorandum should be 
exchanged. it is hoped that the difficulty at present Eelt bv the President can be 
removed. 

5, l he proposed alteration ot the boundary must, when regarded dispassionately, 
he admitted to be a very small matter, the area to he reded to Sierra Leone being 
apprn-xntnle'Ey only square miles, and that, to 1 h? ceded Co Liberia, approximately 
40(t square Jin Jes (with I he alternative of the ] my moot of a fixed sum); the area of 
tlie lU'pu dn- js over ?&yOOQ square miles, within which lie the rich seaboard lands, 
■whihj the subject-trial ler ot the exchange consists of undeveloped land having uo 
riches, other I ban such come from backward native agriculture. It i* because the 
qursijon is re Inti vely insignificant, and IjccauAe the scope of ihc Liberian Customs 
Jtejvirt inriiL at Kan re Lab mi must For many years he so small, that it is so desirable 
to have the bo undo iv altered its proposed* Tho continued presence of the Liberian 
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Customs Department at Kanro Lahun constantly gives rise to friction which must 
materially increase the difficulty of dealing with those largo reforms in Liberia which 
it is understood the President has at heart* 

6. It is of the utmost importance that it should be clearly understood that the 
fixed sum of money is in no way to be looked upon as purchase-money for the Kanre 
Lahun territory; it is the alternative to the triangular area which is offered in 
exchange for it* 


Iiiclosurc 5 in No* 134, 

Major Le Mesurier to Colonial Secretary, Sierra Leone. 

(Confidential.) Kanre Lahun, October 81,1906. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the three attached telegrams 
from his Excellency the Governor dated the £7th (two) and 29th instant. 

3, 1 inclose a letter from Air* Hughes in reply to my request to him to remove 
the Customs out of the Kanre Lahun country, Since receiving my letter Mr* Hughes, 
so far from placing any obstacles in my way, has rat bar assisted me* It will lie 
observed from the attached letter that he is not at all surprised tli&t the Customs have 
been removed, and he has agreed with me, that the situation has been rendered 
impossible by the actions of Mr* Lumondime and his subordinates. I feel sure that 
Mr, Hughes did not intend the visit of Chief Musa Tanga to enter as it did, but at 
the same time I am quite sure the Chief would never have dared to do what he did 
had Mr. Hughes not been in the country. I have given Mr. Hughes every assist¬ 
ance, and lent him 10/. urgently required in dosing the customs station here. He 
leaves Kanre Lahun to-morrow* The Customs having been removed, I anticipate no 
further trouble in this part of the country. 

3. I have also the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Confidential letter of 
the 36th OctolM?r, which I have just received, I have noted the contents. T he Customs 
officials have received every co-operation from, the officers at Kanre Lahun, and I 
regret that the actions of the Liberian Customs bore should have made it necessary to 
recommend strong measures being token, but I am convinced that such measures 
were necessary to avert more serious disturbance* which would possibly have spread 
through the country 

A revolt against the Liberian Customs guards and the Liberian District Commis¬ 
sioners over tho country outside our control would he a most popular thing, and if 
such u thing started in one place there Is no knowing where it would stop. 

4. In view of the situation being peaceful, and likely to get more so in the 
immediate future, I intend to return at once to Daru. 

3. 1 think Fa Bundeb would consider tho ten guns I have token from Musa 
Tanga quite sufficient compensation, added to Musa Tanga's discomfiture and loss of 
prestige* 

(Signed) F. N. LE MESTJlUER, Major, Commanding 
Sierra Lcvnt? Battalion, H r &fi African Frontier 
Force. 


Inclosuro 6 in No. 13 L 

Collector of Cwtloms, Kanre Lahun, to Major Le Mosuriet, 

Sir, Aartre Lahun, October 39, I90S. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of tlie 28tlt instant, 
requesting my return to fCanre Lahun with a view of arranging for tho departure of tbo 
Liberian Customs officials from this district* On receipt of your commilnicnlion I 
immediately gave orders for the collection of customs dues to cease, cal I ed in all patrol 
men, confining them to Ufc3 Liberian barracks unt il my departure could be arranged, 
and collected the uniforms. 

So many reports reached me belli previous to mid on my arrival with regard to 
tho double duties imposed and the posit ion generally taken up by Mr. Lamandiue, 
that 1 instituted inquiries Into the rumours, finding them correct, I immediately 
relieved him tff Ids duties, requesting his departure from the district as soon as Ire 
could furnish me with bin accounts. 
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Under- the circumstances I am not at all aurprised at your Governments action, 
and feel sure, when the true facts are known to tho Liberian authorities* adequate 
apology will be made by them. 

I have, &c. 

{Signed) J. D. HUGHES, 


[44014] No, 135, 

Consul Wallis to Sir .Edward Grey, — (Received December 17,) 

S tfo. 100. Africa. Confidential.) 

ir, Monrovia, November 23, 1908, 

WITH reference to your cablegram No, 11 of the 33rd July last, f have the honour 
to report that Mr. Gutted talk, tlie white American Consul-General, arrived at Monrovia, 
remained for three weeks, and has now left. 

Ha told me that he was very surprised at tlie backward and decayed state of the 
Country with refer once to the Amcri co-Liberians* ami added that he felt sure that the 
true condition of affairs in Liberia, in so far as he had been able to judge it during 
bis brief stay, was not properly realized in the States. He advised President Ban-lay 
and the other Members of the Government with whom ho came in contact to strictly 
follow the advice of Great Britain as regards reform, pointing out to them that it seemed 
to bo Liberia'a only hope of remaining independent. 

Tho American Consul-General told me that it was evident that no government, in 
the strict sense Of the word, existed here, and thar the present state of affairs, as carried 
out by the Liberians, was an absolute farce, and nothing more nor less than n comic 
opera, 

I understand that Mr. Gottschalk is making a report to the United States 1 Foreign 
Secretary. 

The relations between tho American Consul-General and the British officers hero 
were of the friendliest description, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) BRA1TH WAITE WALLIS. 


[440 IS] No. 136, 

ContfuJ Wall is to Sir Edward Grey**—{Received December 17.) 

(No, 10 L Africa. Confidential.) 

Sir, Monrovia, November 24, 1903. 

I HAVE the honour to confirm my cablegram No* 39. 

After keeping (he three British Custom* Inspectors who were sent out here by 
Mr. Lament waiting fdr two men I he, the Liberian Government commissioned them 
to-day. 

The appointments wore violently opposed by what ia known locally ns “the 
Howard party " and by some of the foreign mercantile community, 

Mr. Howard k, unfortunately, Secretary of the Treasury, and, as such, holds the 
purse strings, thereby possessing a certain amount of political power. Thin power is 
maintained by fraudulently allowing I its followers to obtain possession of a certain 
amount of the Treasury funds; and it is because this individual has control of the 
Liberian finances he is violently opposed to any kind of reform. 

The three young Britiali Inspectors have, however, at last been appointed* after I 
had long and various talks with President Barclay on the subject, it cau perhaps be 
understood* nevertheless, the difficulty in which I was placed through your cablegram. 
No. 28 of the 28th September last, wherein Ilia Majesty’s Government disclaimed all 
responsibility for Bending out tho Inspectors, 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) BRAITHWAJTE WALLIS. 




[44592] 


No, 137, 


Consul Wallis to Sir Edward Grey .— (Received December 21.} 

(No. 44.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Monrovia, Dei-ember 21, 1903. 

I HAVE the honour to state that the situation has not changed since the dispatch, 
of my tetegraua No, 36 of the 7th November in reply to your telegram No. 19 of the 
6th instant, Tho Colonial Office have, I think, already received full explanation from 
the Governor of Sierra Leone on the subject of tho proposal to make a money oher to 
the Liberian Government. As I have not yet been authorized by EEis Majesty "a 
Government to make tho offer, T have not. approached the Liberian Government I 
venture to point out that a long-standing difficulty will be settled if [ cau induce that 
Government to accept our proposal shortly. In the event of my failing to do so tho 
situation will remain unaltered. I shall commence negotiations with the Liberian 
Government* offering them 0,000/. on receipt of authority .from you lo do so. 

I have received your telegrams Nos. 23 and 2 1 of the 10th and 15tb instant. 


[44SQ3] 


No. m 

Admiralty to Foreign —(Received Decanter 23.) 


Sir, Admiralty * December 22* 1D08. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign A [fairs, extract from a letter dated 
the fith instant from the Commanding Officer of Hi^ Majesty’s ship “Dwarf," 
respecting the detention of Certain Kroomcn at Cape Palmas. 

1 am, Ac. 


(Signed) 


Incloaure in No, 138. 


ML GRAHAM GREENE. 


Lieutenant MacLean te Admiralty, 

(Extract.) “ Dwarf” at Sierra Lem if* December 5, 1003. 

THE Governor of Lagos informed me that a party of Kroomeu wlu> had been sent 
back to their native town (Grsndceatera) in u German steamer, had been stopped at 
Cape Palmas and put in prison by the Liberians, and were apparently going to be kept 
there, and asked me if I could do anything in the matter of releasing them. After 
perusing the correspondence on the subject 1 pointed out lo his Excellency that 
GrandeesUirs and Goss town (another port mentioned) are not ports of entry for Liberia, 
and therefore, if a ship touches at Cape PuLmas and signifies her imention of landing 
merchandise or Krocmen at these ports, the Liberians had in my opinion a right to 
prevent them doing so; in tho case of Kroomon, whom the Liberians claim as subjects, 
a head tax is levied on them on being shipped or disembarked. However, [ know for a 
fact that it is not the custom for merchant ships to declare that they are going to visit 
these forbidden ports, :as it basd been up to date a wholesale smuggling ground; the 
object of the German captain was most probably to get these boys arrested and make 
arrangements for thorn to he exported later on to Cameroon for labour purposes* 
whereby both ho and the Ltljcrian officials at Cape ralmas would be considerable 
gainers. 1 further informed his Excellency ihat ] would be unable to rail at Cape 
P jJm afl owing to the short time available* but that I would roiiimuniciiU 1 with Captain 
Monro of His Majesty's ship “ Murine," at Sinoe, and tell him tho state of affairs. 


[45582] 


No, 139. 


Gmtfrf WuUte to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received December 31.) 


(No. 106. Africa. Confidential,) 

Sir* Mojtrorffl, December 16, IflO'L 

IN accordance with instructions received ns to tho importance that wag attached 
to my making a scries of tours in the interior oi Liberia (Foreign Office despatch 
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No, 4 of the 30th January, 1907), ( l ave the honour to report that I left Monrovia oo 
the 14th April, arriving at Freetown, Sierra Leone, on the tallowing W- 

On account of the approach of the rainy season, and an it would take some time 
to reach the hinterland from the coast, 1 decided m make use of the Sierra Leone 
Government Railway and travel by it to within a few miles rf the homier, ,Mv 
leaving Monrovia earlier in the year was rendered impassible owing to questions 
relating to the reforms over which I was engaged with the Liberian Government. . 

I saw the Governor of Rierra Leon* and discussed with him matters relating lo 
the boundary* It was derided between ns that I should say nothing to Chief Fa Bund* 
at Ranre Lahun that might give him reason to believe that ihe situation then existing 

would be altered by my presence in his country. 

Having obtained the uecespary provisions, &e., 3 left Freetown by railway on the 
isth April at 7 A.M., reaching Ho, in the Protectorate of the Colony, at 7'BU f.m. on 
the same day, and Ihtiima, which is near to the ADglo-Libcrian frontier, on t ie 

211 The Governor, Mr. Probyn, rendered me what distance he could during my short 
stay in Freetown, and instructed the Officer Cotnmpndtag the West African Frontier 
Force up country to do the same. That officer came to see me at Banina on the 
21st April, but could give me no information about the country through which 1 
intended to pass. Nobody seemed to know anything about it beyond the British 

sphere of occupation, ... 

On the following day l marched to Earn wall a, which, by a glance at the map, will 
be seen to he within a short distance of the frontier. At that town I heard various 
complaints against the action of Mr. Lomax, the Liberian Commissioner, lur plundering 
and other iniquities which he and his disreputable followers carried on across the 
frontier under the moral influence of our protection. Many of these complaints have 
already been reported by the Rieira Leone Government and by myseU. 

On the Siird we crossed the actual frontier and arrived at Vahun, in the Gum* 
country, where we halted for the night. The surrounding country in that neighbourhood 
is hilly, and the paths (there arc tio roads) are exceedingly bad. The forest is gigantic 
nnd dense, and numbers of elephant abound in it. 

By consulting the map it will be observed that thin town is south-east at Kanre 
Laban and kottio miles within Liberian territory, 

Owing to want of carriers I was compelled to halt here tor two days, but on the 
20th reached a small village on the top of a hill called Memorlahun, where the Chief 
collected the remainder of the carriers. 

At 0 a t m„ on the 27th Aprs! 1 left for Kanistahun, in the lower Baade country. 
My caravan consisted of the following people ; Twenty-five carriers, one bead man, 
one head interpreter, one second interpreter, one cook, two personal servants, and 
one stride, 

Our battery consisted of three Lee-Enfield carbines and one pocket revolver. 

4Yc had no escort, 

After a long inarch over the Kambui range, through swamps and along narrow 
tract-, we arrived shortly after 2 having taken eight hours over the journey. 

The Kambui range divides the Mend* from the Han do countries, nod is a straggling 
group of wild amt forest-clad mountains, the geological formation of which is largely 
composed of thorite, ironstone, and latent g. The Chief of Katnatnhuu, ati old man, 
is vei v friendly to Fa Hunda, of Kan re Lahua, and seems to be largely timuenecd by 
him. 1 From this it can be gathered with Miat altitude the natives regard the Liberum 
Government. There was a detachment of ragged soldiers here, the majority of whom 
appear to have served in the West African Frontier Force and West African Regiment 
m Sierra Leone. They were posted at this place by Mr. Lomax when he hurriedly lied 
south so Monrovia. The majority of the men complained that they hud received 
neither pay nor clothing for mouths. They were compelled to remain more or less 
ata( i»nary at K amain him owing to the hostility shown to any one connected with Hie 
Liberian Government by the native people. In a town u few miles away two of these 
soldi era were badly Hogged artd had to flee for Hlcir lives a short time ago. Soino 
ol i he neighbouring Chiefs have sworn never to allow an Americo-Libcrian to outer their 

towns. * , *, * , 

l remained at Kamatahun during the 27th in order to rest the earners and 
endeavour to obtain win? information about tins geography of the country. There were 
hn n il| s In be got, and the only information available was that iroie the native*, which 
jh, ns h rule, unreliable and often misleading. 

\\ nciL- therefore in the position of not knowing where wo were actually going to, 
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the distances between places, the temper of the inhabitants, the state of the country oa 
regard a warfare, and how such a rare being in those parts as a white man would be 
received. Extreme caution was therefore necessary, more especially as we were 
practically unarmed, and I was the only European present. 

During our halt at KiimMahon an important B&nrfe Chief and followers came in to 
see me, and at once began to profess loyalty to the British Govcmment. 

On the following day, the 28th. at 6.15 a.m., we left for another town called; 
Saniafrihun, which we reached at 1L20 p.m, We found the place strongly stockaded 
and surrounded by hills and dense forest, To get into thin town we had to pass 
through no iess thnn nine successive war-fences; and the natives were all armed to the 
teeth, They appeared a wild-looking lot, hut treated me with great courtesy; and 
the Chief expressed his delight at seeing a member of the British Government in 
his Country. 

On the 3G(h, at 6.1 G a.m., we continued the journey, the magnetic bearing pointing 
to & southerly direction. By 3 f.m., after a long and trying march of nearly nine hours 
over ditlicult country, we arrived at an other Itandc town, called ftigisiu. Just before 
reaching this place we met three women hurriedly leaving the town. When asked by 
(he interpreter where they were going to. they replied that the Bunrie country bad just 
sent a menage declaring their intention of attacking either that town or another named 
Doarmbu, close by. 

Our position then was rather an awkward one. The carriers, as well as myself, were 
exhausted from the recent journey, ami the next town seemed to be at least four 
hours further on. As the carriers were physically unable to do this march without a 
rest, l decided to enter the town and remain there for the night, trusting that tie attack 
would be made. 

I found the people in a state of great excitement and nil fully armed. Their 
outposts were extended through the forest in a circular formation, and at each of the 
war-fences sentries were posted. I explained to the Chief that we had nothing to do 
with the war, and that until our arrival were unaware of the impending attack, I 
asked lor quarters, which were given tons; and, at a meeting held shortly after with 
the Chief and bis advisers, X was told that they expected the attack to be made upon 
them at any moment. The scene with its wild surroundings was a strange one. The 
dense, damp forest inclosed u$ like an inky curtain. The armed and savage warriors, 
some splendid in their fine physique, and all armed to Hie teeth with spears and guns, 
passed rapidly to and fro. Weird sounds would now and then be heard from the forest. 
Liku the hoot of an owl or the screech of some other bird, the watching sentries ma le 
their signals. Although WO were all lived Out, no one slept that night. ! Iriy upon my 
camp bed listening to these strange sounds throughout the night. The Chief had 
informed me that S was the only white man who had ever passed through or slept at his 
town; and this event, coupled with the expectation of attack* caused much excitement 
in the place. He said that for years the people had been troubled by war nnd -slave 
raids, and begged me to protect the country. While these statements were being mad* 
the people in the town all shouted their assent. 

At last that long and anxious nig]it slowly passed elwciv without mishap. Before 
daylight we were ready for the march, and the baggage, being passed with difficulty 
through the various war-fences* we started for ihe next town, where we arrived at 
10. so" a.m. The name of the place is Jeime, in the Gomlmn Chiefdom of the ftaude 
onutry, The Paramount Chief resides here, lie received m well, and almost at 
once began complaining about the war with which* he added, bis people were constantly 
betirz I lire* toned. He tuiid that the barge Roth war town of Pandeme in the Bun do 
country, which harboured thousand* of fighting men, was a terror to the surrounding 
country. Pandeme is thought lo bo ini pregnable by the native. It is heavily 
stockaded, and is supposed to possess it powerful devil, who render^ victory assured 
whether in attack or defence. 

About half an hour after our arrival at Jcuc, news was received Hiat. an attack bud 
been made by the Rota people from this sumo Pandeme upon the town of Doannbiu 
This was the place we slept so near the night before. The Sofas* however, failed to lake 

it on that occasion. 

A few remarks about Pand&me would not be out of place here. The town is 
situated in a hollow in more or less open country, and is surrounded by IrilK ft is 
protected by many stockades, and within their walL live a number of some of the 
greatest cut-threata in the country, which is raying n good deal. All kinds id sarage 
deeds ami barbarous customs take place in (Iris town. Human sacrifices are carried out, 
and life is held to be very cheap. Hundred* of dares do the bidding of tl'eir muster* j 
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the poor wretches baling been sold or captured during countless numbers of raids and 

attack# made upon the surrounding country, .. 

although Pandemic is in the Hundc country, it belongs to mo particular tribu. 

Probably a representative of moat of the tribe* in the Liberian hinterland dwell in 
Panderoe to-day. Hence the in habitants of thi# extraordinary place are called Sofaa ; 
which means a collection of different peoples. The town appear* to bare been in 
existence for bundreda of year*; and if the history of the place could be written, some of 
lilt worst and most tragic accounts that have been brought to light concerning [lie 
doings of savages drunk with blood atn! uwul with cruelty would be revealed, 

I found the population of June to be numerous. Almost untouched by the 
civilization of the coast, it is nearly typical of Western Africa^ The men, who are all 
Bandcs, possess fine physique and very black skins, The hair is ivorn leng t and ia 
invariably plaited. They are well armed, fittd numbers poteen modern riIks. At this 
place I came across seven unfortunate slaves secured by tlto leg in wooden stocks. 
They had been kept thus tor months. One man tffid me that he hfid boon thus 
stocked for over two long years. Being of poor physique, the Chief had been unable to 
anil him. All these skives had been f-ecured for months. They were, of course, or 
sale. Throughout this hinterland slavery, ioi itfi worse Eorm, is rampant, I ihniighi, 
while looking fit these poor people, what a mockery the word HS Liberia. 1 is ; and how 
shocked and angered every humane person would be dal but a tenth part of what went 
on here to-dfiy become known. I longed to eat these poor creatures 1 bonds anil sut them 
free. But 1 was powerless to act. 

Boon fitter my arrival in fills town, the old villain of a Chief presented a hve sheep 
and a quantity of rice, for which 1 returned a suitable gilt. 

On the following day we left to continue the journey eastward, marching to 
Mfilenifi, which ia the last" town ill the Bande country; for, upon leaving June find 
crossing the wild and picturesque Lola River, we hud entered IJundeland. Being sldl 
within range of the warlike Bofaa, the town of Malftttta was strongly stockaded. We 
had to pass through no less ihan thirteen formidable war-!uncos betoro getting niside 
the town. 1 noticed an empty grave dose t o the town, and Upon asking what it was, 

1 wflB told that a man had been buried alive there a few weeks ago as ft sacrifice. Hu 
w;is afterwards dug up, certain parts oil" the body being out out for Jo l Lb purposes. 1 hi* 
was explained to me in a roost matter-of-fact way, atul just as il the incident was of 
common occurrence. 

The nest day’s march was rather a dlustrous one. [paving M ulema before t? a.m,, 
ami continuing in an easterly direction, we soon entered into a vast forest. Our guide s 
idea of distance, find his conception of the meaning of the ** roads, 1 "nspeor, l or 
deveu and a half hours we continued going under very trying circumsiaiices. I he pace, 
never tli el a*, seemed to be fast, although roads there were none, E 1 or hours at at title, 
the truck we followed was. hardly dbcemable, and the herds oi elephant which abound 
about these parts, had in places trampled even Lhifl ; nth away, making tracts like a 
carriage drive across il in oil directions, and scattering large trues about ns it they "ere 
Sticks, Sometimes we had lo literally hack our way through dense foliage and <mt down 
sharp-edged grass, that grew higher than n man and locked itBun over nnr heads. 
Sometimes we crept under fallen trees and were caught in unyielding creepers its strmi^ 
as a thick rope. At other times we had to force ourselves throngh dense foliage and 
wade through unbridged swamps. 1 was literally torn into rags. My shirt was 
practically off my back, and my trousers were lacerated, My lace, arms and lega were 
scratched and bleeding, and tb<5 carriers wore in a pitiable plight. H e certainly all 
must have looked n very miserable and tmttdy caravan when we emerged at ,>v0 i f ,M, 
from that awful find inhospitable jungle. 

Had it not been lor the few Btmdc carriers the Chief in the previous town sent 
to relievo our men along the fofid, we should have been obliged Lo have slept in iliat 
forest all night. As it was, my carriers were much distressed but they stuck to u.eir 
tasks like men and we got through, A continuous march of over eleven fcud ;i null bourn 
js, in this country, a long one. 1-td under mieh cifcumslancea find through such a forest, 
where roads do not exist and hills and swamps are numerous, both physique and 
endurance are tried to their utmost. 

Alter our arrival at Bone, which wns the town in the Ziamn Chiefuom ot the huiuio 
country it was our o jeel to roach, the ordeal o! having to see (be Chiel and bis people 
bad to be gone through, A large eoncour-e of natives bad gathered to meet us, but l 
had only suflieiant Blreuglh left to shake hands with the Chief make a short speedy and 
walk into the I mi that kind, nl ready been prepared. But, alter all this, l nm sorry to say 
that my personal discomfort was not yet over* The carrier with my eatnp bed, bedding. 
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table, and other necessaries had not yet arrived, nor did he turn up at all that night. He 
had, it afterwards transpired fallen on the road fiom exhaustion and crept into the 
forest, where ho remained with my goods and chattels until the following morning. 
The consequence was I had to sleep on the door of the hut without some very 
neecosfiry clothes and covering, and unprotected from the bites of mosquitoes, who 
made- deep impossible throughout what was to me an Awful night. However, those 
troubles ended in the morning, And the town and country w r e were in appeared most 
interesting, and, to the student of Africa, would almost make up far tlie misery qf the 
previous day. This place was real Africa, totally untouched by tlie hand of European 
intercourse. Not a doth nor an article that was not of pure African make was to be 
seen anywhere. 

To those who are interested in the study of primitive man, in the wonders of Nature 
that can be seen on every hand in tropical Africa, and iu the flora and geology of a 
country where no European had ever been before^ the troubles and inconveniences 
described were worth enduring. 

The Bande language conned to exist here, and nothing but Bnrtde is spoken, Bone 
is a large town, ami differed in some respects from Any I had scon before in West 
Africa. The ordinary wooden war stockade did not exLt here, bat in its place a high 
mid very thick mud and loopholed wall inclosed the town. The people seemed more 
advanced in the scale of civilization than tile other tribes wq had come across. The 
women, who po&sefiBed long hair and wore massive hi I re r anil lots, were of fine physique 
find by no means ugly to look fu. Ttie men were equally fine, and were all armed wiili 
spears, swords, nod gunand clothed with handsome clothfi and gowns of pure African 
make. Every one in the place were very curious to sec the while man, nod when I 
bad an interview with the Chid to give presents the place wnts packed to overflowing. 

The people told me that no European bad been there before. They had heard of 
the late Dr, Volts, the Swiss explorer, who journeyed to the French frontier by another 
route, find who, it will he remembered, was unfortunately killed In tlicsc parts iu i&Otk 

As there was little time to spire, on the 5th May wc turned northwards and 
reached a town called Zigida, which is not far from what has now become the French 
frontier. The Paramount Chief of the whole nf this part of the Iinude country i# fit 
present living ut this# place, having been driven out of bis own town further north by 
attacks made upon it by the French. It waa there whore poor Hr. Yoltz met his death, 
for which this Chief was more or less responsible. After il long talk with the Chief, ho 
related to me the following story concerning the death of Dr. Volts, and E understand 
that his statements are substantially correct;— 

The doctor came to his town, Lhi-sedu, and was well received. Just before Ids 
arrival the Chief had come into contact with llie French* find (here hud been several 
skirmishes. During the doctor's visit considerable unrest existed among the natives. 
This unrest *;■» added to owing to Mr. Lomax, the Liberian Commissioner, having sent 
(from iome safe distant, place) messages inciting the native# to attack the French. A 
few days after Dr. Voltsfa arrival news reached the natives that a French column was 
on its way to attack the town. The doctor finked the Clnct to allow him to go oul of 
the town rind meet the French, saying that if ho could do so no attach would he made. 
The Chief, becoming suspicious, forbade him to leave the town* ami at the same [into 
ordered his men to kill him should lie attempt to do so. He therefore became it 
prisoner in llu? baud'# of these people. Soon after this n strong French column, 
consisting of native troops commanded by 3"ranch officers, attacked the town, which 
after considerable resistance was taken mid burned. The dead body of Dir, Volt* was 
found afterwards by a French officer in a native lint. All his papers, maps, and t it Ivor 
documents tell into the hands of the French. Whether Dr, Valia was killed It.- I ho 
natives, or whether he fell a victim Ui some slrny Freucli bullet during Lite attack will 
probably never bo known. The Chief assured roe that lie does not know. The deiiLn 
of Dr. Vtiltz was a Suss to bis country, lie w.is a man of many accomplishment's ami 
must have possessed pluck and doLr mi nation as well ns considerable scientific know¬ 
ledge. He goes to ^well the huge death veil of gallant men who have lost tlieir lives in 
endeavouring to explore and probe tire mysteries of darkest Africa find discover 
her secrets. 

Some miles to the eastward lies the Gissi mar country, where a war was raging, and is 
probably still being continued at the present lime. Owing to their greed For slaves, the 
natives are constantly at war, and there will he no peace until Llriri abominable human 
traffic is stamped out. 

On the 7th May w-o left in a north-easterly direction for u towu called Barwoi, winch 
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Betiemn in the Burn country* m y carriers were prevented by armed natives from 
pacing through n small village ; find 1 arrived to sec them sitting upon their loads 
outside the war-fence. The Chiefs guide appeared to he very angry at this, and 
accompanied me into the village* where be challenged the Headman for daring to stop 
the camera. A heated dlficnsrioa followed, but as the place was crowded with armed 
men, I, after some difficulty* succeeded in stopping the altercation, which very nearly 
ended in a fight. 

The Headman at a ted that he had no power to allow ua to pass through,, adding 
that it was against the law, and could not be permitted. Ik\ however, volunteered to 
"how us a way round. Wo were then taken by a circuitous route where no paths 
existed for about an hour, by which time we bad nearly circled round the forbidden 
town. My guide* who was accompanied by ids brother, then asked me to wait while ho 
retumed to the town in interview lhe Chief and obtain another guide to show m on lo 
the next country. We waited for two hours, blit no guide appeared ; and in the 
meantime crowd® of armed men were collecting round ns. The guide’s brother, who 
had remained with me, then volunteered to go back to Lhe town* which was less than 
half a mile away, to ascertain the cause ol the delay. Me asked me to go on to a 
small village about a couple of miles further on, and there await hiitl, Thl* I did,. the 
Crowds of armed men closing in upon our front, flanks, and rear. 

They were very hostile and waiting for the word to murder ns. 

My carriers and servants were very frightened, ami tohi me that we might he 
expected N> be attacked atony moment, 

I had previously unobserved crammed my pockets with cartridges, and got handy, 
my revolver for instant action. Rut had an attack been made, the end mUftt have been 
speedy with such enormous odds against us* 

When we arrived at the village 1 halted* and seeing the Headman, I explained to 
him that we were waiting for a guide. Here we remained for two more hours, hut no 
guide came. I then decided to push on, and asked the Headman to give me somebody 
to point out the way. lie refilled, and replied that none of his people know ilic way, 
which was of course untrue, while the attitude of the people became more hostile and 
threatening. 

Without a guide wc could neither go on through an unknown country nor turn 
back* Oar position was then a desperate one. 

I then, accompanied by the interpreter, went right amongst the i€ warrhira," and 
explained to them that I was neither a Frenchman nor a Liberian, pointing out that my 
mission was a peaceful one. For lhe moment our lives were trembling in the balance, 
and there was dead silence. Then a woimmi called out something from the village, ami 
the tension seemed to break. The crisis for the moment had priced, 

After some talk amongst themselves* the Headman called a native and ordered him 
to show us the road. There was some temporary relief in this, but more trouble was 
ahead of us. 

Thu guide only agreed to accompany us to another village an hoar's march away* 
where be staled the boundary terminated. Here the same thing happened: wu were 
surrounded by hostile natives, and I had again to folk to the people, and succeeded in 
obtaining a temporary guide. 

My object was now to push on with all speed. By halting, there was always the 
danger of the carriers boiling into the bush and leaving me alone with the boxes and 
stores in a wild and unmapped country. 

For the remainder of that day we pushed on. 1 drove the carriers before me* and 
they* ponr fellows, hampered with their loads and unarmed, stuck nobly lt> their task, and 
continued on lheir way for hour after hour. 

Tlie roads were awful, the forest immense, the surroundings depressing in the 
extreme; and all the ittne we were being followed and threatened. 

liy b p*m, we were within about a quarter of a mile from a town called Mutniisa, 
w hen we Were again stopped by more Armed natives, who told us that there was “ no road/' 
and that wo could not pass. U c asked for a way round, but they replied thflt there 
woa none. At last a native volunteered to go and ask the lieu dim m whether we could 
pass; and after waiting for twenty minutes, we were allowed to outer the town. Here ! 
ticked the Headm&h for shelter for the earners, .-.tali', and self, pointing out (ha! we were 
tired and hungry, and had travelled many miles. Ho refused, and ns the place \ as full 
of armed men, 1 decided to push on to the next large town called Kwalahun in the 
TammUnr t’hiiTdom of the Upper Ibinde country. 

It hud by this time become nearly dark, and we were again mot outride thin town by 
Crowds of Armed people who refused us admission, A $ we midd neither go on nor turn 
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^ ^bnck, T decided to sleep in the forest near by, trusting that no Attack would be made 
xmon m during the night. .Jcmt a* the worn-out earners were preparing to light * 
fire the brother of the Chief of the TVa-mba country turned up* and after a lot of talk 
offered to take ua to a [dace on the lop of a neighbouring hill where there were 
one small hut and two sheds, and where, he raid, we could spend the night. His offer 1 
accepted, and weary, hungry, sore-footed, ami absolutely worn out, we dragged our limbs, 
in the pitchy darkness along a narrow winding path to the proffered shelter, not knowing 
whether we were going to be murdered at any moment. 

Here wo remained tor the night, hut sleep was out of the question, because we bad 
all to be on guard. About + 2 a.M. that morning, a messenger arrived to fell ils that the 
Paramount Chief of the Tammba country, who lived about 3 mites away, had sent orders 
to the people of Kwaiabun to allow us to sleep in the town. This I refused to do but 
told the messenger that 1 had decided to honour the town early next morning with a 
visit. I let the messenger understand that this wm a condescension on my part. There 
is nothing Hkc showing a hold front to these wild people, even although one’s battery 
only consists of three carbines and a pocket revolver. 

At 6 a. therefore, on the next day we entered the town, which was jerked full 
with a hid con h and savage-looking lot of armed ruffians. Into the middle ot ibis crowd 
we all went, the carriers sitting down upon their loads, and mysett on a stool in the 
midst of them, Many questions were put to me by the sub-Chid us to my object of 
coming into the country, where I had come ftom. &c. 1 was also asked whether I was 

connected in any way with the Amcrico-Liberian Government on the coast. Our uvea 
hung upon niv answers and the behaviour of the poor carriers, interpreter, and rest of 
the staff, T felt far from well, besides being frightened. However, most of Tie carriers 
behaved splendidly, and my Mfthommednn interpreter was superb beyond perfection. 
A splendid man physically, being over fi feet high and broad ns udlif he was to die, 
lie said, it wag Allah's will. He did not. care for death so long as be was allowed to die 
fighting witli his sword in his hand, lime after time this man had given evidence 
of his courage and unswerving loyalty to nay self. Never failing in his duty fis an 
interpreter in perilous positions, he remained always by my side, ami wrts. a towel of 
strength, and a splendid example to the other native followers in our caravan. 

A man can face death in the battle-field for his country, or for any other noble and 
just canoe, or from tUnesa, with perhaps little or no fear. Hut being taken in cola 
blood by a lot of low and cruel savages, winch would certainly have meant being cruelly 
tortured to a lingering death, is another matter. Soon after 1 had finished talking to 
the natives, ft very fortunate and rather extraordinary thing happened. A Malinin mud an 
priest, clothed in white robes, walked right into the middle of the people and came up to 
me. It turned out that he had known me before at Barn, walla oil the I ran tier. 
Being ignorant as to how 1 things would go at the meeting, and not knowing whether wo 
were to be killed or not, he feared to show himself before, and had remained hidden ia 
the town. When he Imd greeted me, lie addressed the people, explaining to thorn that 
he had known me before* and adding that 1 wan o 41 good while man lor the black/* lie 
suggested that he should accompany ns to the tow n ok the big Chid, distant, uh betere 
stated, W miles away. fills was agreed to by the sub-Chief,, ho we started off lor this 
place, called Zcngbelnlinn, when we arrived at I + 2T j i\h, 1 lore the Barn mount Tibet 
of the Taramba country, an old white-haired man with an evil countenance, was waiting 

to see us. . 

The place was as usual packed with armed people, and it see me ■ I tint l.ua whole 
male population from the other towns and surrounding country liad followed ns. I 
talked to the Chief, again explaining our minion through the interpreter, lie rold me 
that the whole COWiitiy was, very much, disturbed by reports about the French, and ihe 
action of the Liberian Government ncJir Kanre Labun and i.n other parts. He added 
that it was for this reason that the people did net want to isee any civilized person in 
their country, nnd least of all the civ [lifted black America-Liberian from the coast. He 
added that he did not understand how' we had reached here ; and ended up by auyitig* 
vfter about twenty minutes' talk, that lie must gu and consult with she Hub-Chiefs and 
dders of the country, who had already arrived in the place. 

Meanwhile, streams of people, ail armed, hud crofted the Mulkopa Liver to the 
north* were arriving every minute. A number ol these were Kissh, who had been 
giving so much trouble on the Anglo-Li her hm frontier. Their Chief, K a fur a {well 
known by name to the Colonial Office), had sworn to cover bin war drum with the skin 
el' u white man ; sOUnw, they thought, was their opportunity. Along they earoe at a jog¬ 
trot* with swords drawn and guns primed* while their drummers were beating the war 
dirge by way ofcacoutagement. 
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The interpreter whispered to rue that they were going to kill us then* and drew- his 
sword. Meanwhile, lbe second interpreter hail quietly followed the old Chief to the 
meeting place, in order to find out what was taking place. 

He came back to my that they were then actually dit'enssing whether wc were to 
be put to [1 eath or not. A number of the Chiefs subjects and (be Kissis demanded 
that myself and staff should bo killed* but that the carriers should he taken ami sold as 
slaves. They bad, they pointed out to the Chief, all sworn on the strongest *' medicine 11 
that no white man, or other civilized person, were to be allowed to enter or pass through 
the country. The Chief, however, replied that the oath did not apply to all white men ; 
mid pointed out to the people that all the other Paramount Chiefs its the country had 
allowed ns to pass unmolested, ami had even, in some eases, received m well anti givim 
presents. There were long argument* about this, and at one time a number of the 
people seemed inclined to defy the Chief and take the law into their own bauds and 
kill us. 

The question that seemed to trouble (he people was the breaking of their oath, 
which is corgidered by the West African to be most binding when taken upon strong 
fetish. They had solemnly sworn that all white men* or other civilized persona* 
aite-mpting to pass through the country must die. The fetish upon which the oaili had 
been made was powerful, and unless they kepi it some disaster would certainly befall 
them, their families, or their country. How then* they asked, can the Chief answer and 
overcome these difficulties - However, after much discussion, the Chief got the best of 
El by offering to pay* according to country custom. n large mm cif money to the 
medicine men to induce them to 14 pull the swear." This moans that lbe fetish priests, 
who hail charge of the medicines upon which the oath had been taken, would* upon the 
payment of a sum of money, remove the effeeis of it by some supposed magic means. 

The old Chief was anxious,, not for mir lives (about which he probably cured 
nothing)* but to avoid the responsibility of having had us killed within the boundaries 
of hia own jurisdiction. 

When the meeting was finished, the Chief suggested I hat I should remain in IiIh 
lawn that day, adding Ellul he would dispatch messenger* to ask permission from 
the neighbouring Chiefs (who had doubtless been n party to the oath) to allow us to 
pass through the country. Having no alternauve* ' agreed to remain in the town for 
that night, being determined to get away, if possible, early the full owing morning. 
Meanwhile, tiio Chief sent away Oie blood-thirsty Kis-dw, and stopped the drum beating 
and war dancing. Nevertheless* fierce-]noting armed men remained outside my hut 
for the rest of the day* which greatly alarmed the carriers. Thai afternoon 1 gave 
the old Cine! a present, and told him to let me know immediately (us messenger? 
returned. 

In the evening E went to see the Chief, but he could or would give me no 
information about the messengers* neither would lie say whether wo shenId be able 
push through info friendly country. All tins looked wry bad. 

However, next morning at -1 wc got ready for the start. A. thick miasmatic- 
look irig mist hung over the dripping town and aurro'inding forq$t, ranging it most 
depressing effect. This u West Africa at dawn before the rainy season. When the 
sun appears the misty elands d happen r., being absorbed by the fiery rays. 

Thu messengers hod by now returned, hut the answer they had brought back did 
not appear to be satisfactory. The Thief came to see mu about -V!10 a.m., rtnil asked me 
to remain with bint until the afternoon, adding Unit he wanti-1 lo annd more messengers. 
Fearing treachery* I refused* After a great deal more talk, and being greatly assisted 
by my Mnhonuucil&ii friend the [iricsl, tho Tlnet agreed to lend us his principal 
messenger ior a guide. Ele handed re ;!iE$ man bin o^ri MU>rd. and ordered him, in my 
prcscncOj to show ns a little-Irequenied path, by following which we should be aide to 
avoid the numerous ami hostile low a- along the route* 

Consequently, at 7 "10 am. on the lbt.li May the caravan started off cnee more* 
I Mill being accompanied by the friendly MalnmLmcilan priest. 

We sped along through rough, hilh country, There were no roads, and giant 
foliage and huge creepers cheeked ns mi the way anil much distressed the carriers. 
They* however, i curing u repel it i mi d r"reril events and with the shadow -of death npmt 
them, marc lied lust and almost Imufje illy. 

Deserted villages wo parsed. Big hmaa and other ettlrivatitm showing a populous 
territory were frequently met wir.li* but lutrdly any people. fhc men hall expected an 
ambush and likely places were recommit red. Nun atid linen ft black ami armed figure, 
as still and alient tw a statue* would be semi goring ;il our column from afar,. For seven 
long hours the puce, so far nature would adow, neither thieve Lied nur varied, i'riury 
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foot brought ibi Hunt safety. At 2-15 (.rMiwly « crossed tho toeal houndsrj leto 
friendly country, Slid a ffreuL si,out «Mt up from tm, caravan, which meant JhM >ve■ »en- 
safe at last. Shortly after »c reached the town «l Masmuubstohiin, in the l'>a;.r »«"'«■ 
country, feeling am! looking, after our recent exfiCTjeSSees, the moat inline oU^ct* 

\Ve had therefore passed through thia hostile and lulioapital^ <-™ r,lT T no armed 
and without bloodshed. Of conriw I had m i'hn, neither h*A the French °® CL £ ™ n 
I consulted, that by following the route we did we wore plunging into iueh a liormt^. 
neat No one knew anything nbtfttt the country ; no European M over passed through 
S°before in the memory of the people. The natives had never 
consequently knew nothing or little about the Strength of the British and Freni 

GOfe SS : t thc whole of this Lour I ? «cceederl in mapping the route lakeland - vmi 
during ihe journey through the hostile country 1 managed to obtain the compos 
bearings and the names of the various villages, &c. 

Our lives were spared bv the greatest good fortune, due, partly, to my persona 
knowledge of the native, and to the kind offices of our Mahotamedao friend the pmst 

and the aid end id hehaviiuir of my interpreter. . t - 

The Following day we reached Bande-Wura* m the iunkia Cbiefdoni of the K\.$\ 

country, after an eight hours* march, , , , 

At 15 ArM, on the 16lh .May we marched to Awidabu, in the Dpnbare count y, 
which, although in Liberian territory, te at present within the sphere o! British 

^\t GT5 a, H, the next day we started off for Beudcnihu, in the J 5a hi hare count i.y 
of the Sierra Leone Protectorate, We tfiuued the frontier into British iorntcirv iiru 
left what I think might justly bedeacribed as‘‘Darkest Liberia behind us at 10 o£ a.jj.., 

arriving at Bendembu at 2 '25 r.si. ... . , 

On the 13th we marched for Ballma t which is at the railhead, whore we armed 
quite, worn out. On the same afternoon 1 paid off the earners andstall and on 
the following morning I started on my return journey of 220 miles by rail to Freetown, 

vift. Bo - 

While at Barium I [earned from the English agent of a British firm trailing there 
that he had, some twelve days previously* dispatched letters tor me by special native 
runner, instructing the messenger to follow, if possible. Lbe route we had lakcn. Hus 
meraniwr never reached me. and it appears that he was made n prrsonvr in the same 
country in which we had nearly lost our lives. The letters which lie was cui tying were 
token nwiiy from him, and lie was to be sold in some tar distant place ns a *hyv. 
He, however, managed to escape in the night, and the letters, curiously enough, fell into 
the hands of &ome French soldiers in another part of the countp* when thei were handed 
over I o Llm officer in charge, who in turn scut them to the the British ymlpost at 
\YIliads They were then forwarded on to me at Freetown, t pon firming at that 
place my journey of l,2St> tnilfet was, all but 230 miles, at an end. , 

All hough this Lour was necessarily a flying one, being carried on i he twenn tlio 
termination of the acceptance of the reforms and the beginning of the rainy season, I 
wen nevertheless able m gather a good deal of information about that part ol the 
country, its potentialities, inhabitant, and learn something about its geology and 
vi „ rruiby. J found the French colonial officials very active along the Rmihc r. I u y 
dn uoi enuflue t]>dr work to their own side of the boundary, but employ various native*, 
who are it. the prtv of Uie local French Intelligence Department, to travel in the I uberum 
hinterland and gather information. I discovered one of these individuals tollowing our 

cam van during one putt of the journey. ...... 

Most of the Liberian hinterland consists of a populous territory, rich m imligcuNiiH 
products and inhabited by numbers of vigorous, poorertill, and warlike tri >es, whose 
lirinriutid pursuit m the buying, ^effing, mud capture ol slaves. . 

These unfortunate people are, afl a rule, taken hy Force during some raid* which 

means ihut intortribnl warfare is constantly raging, 

lluimin sacrifices and cannibalism arc more or less common, and it eh w^-l kno n 
time the Buie people in South-western Liberia kill and cut their mate prisoners captured 
■* ^ flr 

Thu inhabit ants of the interior know little or nothing about the yVinenco-Liberian^ 
on (h< eon.-t, and, when they do come in contact with them, then presence is only 
totem ted liv the Chiefs because they supply gun*, powder, nod Injiior, mid make no 
atte ■ ids to’interfere wills slavery* II h a positive tact l lute Hr, Lomax supplied iho 
Cuiefs near the British frontier with u number of rides and iimtnumtion, and gave out 
ilmt l he Lihedan Government were 41 net particular about slavery. 1 


One of the things that forcibly strike the traveller in the interior la the incon* 

S uity of the whole situation, m Far as the Amco-Liberians are concerned. The 
tier, it must be understood, are an effete and diminishing number n( scnii-clviliced 
negroes, whose adult male population do not exceed 3,000, and whose so-called in de¬ 
pendence is made the excnscj under the guise of Christianity, for legalized plunder and 
many other iniquities. These negroes are not only shamefully corrupt and dishonest, 
and far more to blame than the natives of the interior, who know no better, hot they 
have not even succeeded in controlling or governing the littoral. Their attempts at 
govern meat have proved to be a complete failure, as well a?J a danger to the adjacent 
countries controlled by Great Britain and France. With reference to this, I beg to 
refer you. to my despatch ifo. 23, Confidential, of the 351th April, 1007, in which 1 
attempted to describe the state of affairs existing on the Liberian littoral. 

How, then, it may be asked, is it possible for some 3,000 of these effete and 
dishonest Americo-Liberians to control the powerful aboriginal Chiefs and some 
2,000,000 of their warlike followers in the interior? It is, I think, certain Chat they 
will never he able to do it, and past experience lias shown that it is highly undesirable 
that they should attempt it. 

But the state of the Liberian hinterland is such that, were the real facts known in 
Europe and America, it ia probable that interference would he insisted upon, if on no 
other grounds than that of humanity alone* 

Ail the indigenous wealth of the interior is being lost year by year owing to the 
conditions prevailing there. The British Rubber Company, who have expended 
thousands of pounds ill the country, complain bitterly that they are being mined, 
owing to the disturbed stale of the interior and the absence of any kind of Administra¬ 
tion. There is little doubt, however, that the solution of the e difficulties could be 
overcome if Great Britain will press upon the Liberian Government the necessity 
of appointing four or five experienced and carefully selected British officers to set 
as Administrators in ihe interior. These officer?- would in time be able to form, 
through the assistance of the nalivu Chiefs, a real interior Administration; and, 
although the ulfnirs of the hinterland would really be in the hands of these Com¬ 
missioners sod the native Chiefs G° whom the country really belongs), the inde¬ 
pendence of *' Liberia " would not thereby be irnpjiimi. On the contrary, its position 
(owing to the development of the interior and the consequent increase of revenue) 
would be really mode stronger, 

But if His Majesty's Government, do not see their way to press the Liberian 
Government towards this end, then perhaps steps could be taken jointly with France 
and the United States, or by the United Stales alone, or by France nitd the United 
States, or by Great Britain and the United States together, 

I conclude tils Report by touching upon these important matters, because— 

1. Question® concerning the condition of the Liberian liintartuini will have to be 
considered licfore long. 

■J The trade of the British Rubber Company, who have invested large sums 
■of money in ilic country, is being ruined* owing to want of order and administration in 
the interior. 

3. Fvrice and a settled state of affairs on the Anglo-liberian and Franco-Liberian 
frontiers are essential 

4. Steps, on the ground of humanity, to terminate human sacrifice, cannibalism, 
and slavery. 

5. The opening up of the roads and the development of the country's great 
natural resources are an essential part of reform. 

These questions are of great importance to the future of Liberia, and their 
management or misiMiiagemcnt must have far-reaching result??, it> lar as this part of 
AVesL Africa is concerned. 

Their successful accomplishnicnl depends largely upon the selection of the proposed 
Administrators, the amount of power given to them, and the nonrintcrlercnco with their 
work by the Amcrico-Liberiuus on ihe coast. 

I have, 

(Signed) BHA1T1IWAITE WALLIS. 
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No, 140. 


Oftjtff Wallis to SjY Edward Grty, — (Received December 31 1 ) 

,No. 108, Africa. Confident iaL) 

Monrovia t December 16, 1908, 

I RA\ E the honour to forward herewith, two letters received from Mr. Lament, 
the Chief of Customs and Financial Adviser in Liberia; one, inclosing copy of the 
instructions t^ned to the Officer Commanding the Liberian gun-boat “ Lark; ,J and 
the other, com plaining about the smuggling carried on by Messrs. Elder, Dempster, 
and Co/s steamers, 

TV ith reference to the instructions issued to the Commander r>f the gun-boat I 
pointed out to Mr, Lament that fining live shell at British steamers, which might 
Oaaily result in the linking o£ the vhmI hit ns well as loss oT life, entails grave 
responsibility Upon the Liberian Government. 

I respectfully ask to ho informed, with reference to this, whether a State is 
justified in taking such extreme measures against the vessels of n friendly nation, 
even although sonic of these vessels may be caught infringing the revenue laws. 

It seems to me that their action should he Ehuitcd to the arrest of the* master, 
and detention of the vessel offending when the former could then he tried by the 
local Courts for the offence committed, tinder the ordinary process of law. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) BRAITHWAITE WALLIS. 


Inclosuro ] in No. 140, 

Mr. Lament to Consul Wallis, 

Atenracta, December 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to forward yon n copy of instructions that have ihis day 
been issued to the Commander of the revenue gun-boat" Lark." 

The Commander reports that several of Messrs. Elder, Dempster, and Co/a 
vessels have been found contravening the Customs Regulations and that they have 
only been brought to after uonsiftomhlo forbearance on tin.' part of Mir Commander; 
in one instance one vessel entirely disregarded tho signals given. 

Ill consequence,I have been obliged to give these in strum Eon* to the Commander 
of the "Lark," I have no wish to coma into conflict with Messrs. Elder, Dempster's 
steamers ho notoriously for smuggling along the Kru Cottst, hut tin y will require 
to understand that if they choose to tike <ho risk of breaking the customs laws of the 
Republic that they must take also the attendant rinks. 

The refusal to answer I he siginnls of tho revenue cutter wlll r therefore, bo 
productive of results more or less unpkiuuul, hut I wish to give intimation of ihe 
procedure that is in future to he adopted in tins ease of all vessels that refuse to be 
boarded. 

In this connection, I wish to draw tho particular attention of Mis Britannic 
Majesty's 'Government to the orderly and law-abiding attitude assumed by the vessels 
of the Wocrmann Line since tho promulgation of tin.- Customs Regulation affecting 
this part of the coast; tho utmost help is rendered me by Messrs. WoermaurL to 
resjfcct revenue interests, while, in glaring contrast the steamers of the Elder, 
Dempster Linos carry on a, wholesale contraband s^-alr which inn disgrace to British 
prestige hero, and most damaging to the efforts we nre putting forth t.o ostkt this 
struggling Republic, 

1 should be pleased if you will forward this statement to Hb Majesty's Fureizn 

Office. 


I have, &e + 

(Signed) W, J, LAMQN’T. 

Chief Inspector of Customs, RL, 
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Indosuro 2 in No, 140. 

Mr, Lament tv Captain Rufjye 

-gj f Man tor in k December 3, 1908, 

i AM in receipt of your Report as to the patrol run you have recently completed 

on the Krn Coast. „ . , , . . ... . 

I noto that one or two vessels have refused to answer your signals to bring to 
nnd that one vessel made awnv without popping to ho hoarded although she foul dear 
and certain intimation of your wishes as the revenue cutter on patrol in that 
reman With reference to your inquiry on this matter, I now direct mat yon will 
fire a blank charge first and if that is disregarded that you will repeat rhr blank 
charge in all three times ; if still no notice is taken, you will send a live shell rwrm* 
the vessel still pursuing : you will all the time fly the signal “ bring to t I wish to 
board you -" if no notice is taken of tho first shell another should he sent over 
her- tho signal still flying; if the vessel continues on her way after these ihote 
have been "discharged you will proceed to force her to bring to by discharging a 
G lb. shell aiming at her bows or funnel; you will aim where there is no loss oI life 
likely to transpire; hut your orders are that you are to stop the vessel and bring her 
into any port you may consider most suitable. 

The above action will onlv lie taken where you had the clearest evidence that -lie 
terms of tho customs laws of the Republic have been infringed by the Tesad and 
you null take every necessary measure as above laid down to enforce the revenue laws 

of the Republic, , , c 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ML .T. LAM ON T, 

Chief Inspector of CWtenif, RC 


Indus tire 3 in No, 140 
Mr, Lament to Consul ITnWhY. 

Monrovia, Drceoiiw 10, 1908, 

I RAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday s 
(Late pointing out that the instructions issued to the Liberian revenue cutter to 
Stop smuggling vessels, if necessary, with live shell entails grave respoimlulity upon 

the Liberian Government. , 

I would point Out that the wholesale smuggling traffic carried on for so long, 
bv Sir Alfred -Tones' steamers in particular, has lost mid is losing to the revenue 
of this country many thousands of pomKb per annum, and that this has to be put 
a stop to bv the stoniest measures. Notices have hewn duly printed ainl ericutated 
amongst the steam-ship agents and morehnnts, as per Customs Notice Sa> dot lWw. 1 
am told bv Commander Btigge.of the re vm no on Iter, that Elder [tempters vessels hove, 
on several occasions, when called on 1“ bring ro, after having been Join id contravening 
tho Customs Regulations, refused to do so. thus openly defying tin* cutter, 1? is ot 
course impossible for mi; to sit down and accept with folded bands action such as this, 
which is afterwards boasted of by tho tnusicrc of these vessels It must how be 
understood that the old order «>f a [fail's in Liberia has largely en.in get l, that tho 
Customs organisation of Liberia is in the hands of European ullieci'^ v 'h" erLiinnt sit 
down tamely to the .scamJatou^ smuggling of Sir A If ml -limp >t earn ere, Ik' 
Woermartn Line are giving no trouble, and are carrying nut l.hu orders they -uivo :mm 
Hamburg not. to call at non-porta uf entry, and they are rendering. -very aid. 

Ob the other hand, rhe English steamers, all of Elder Dempsters Lines, insist on 
defying the Customs laws of the Republic, and carry out huge ei.ntmhmd la mb rigs, iu 
practical defiance of the Regulations, it is this stab- id affair* Lhftt I am '“ailed un in 
Jwj with, and the instructions given to Commander Bugge.of i he revenue culler,, arc 
the result. If the skip-muster* nf Elder Dempster's steamers undertake the risk of 
binding huge quantities of contraband goods on the Liberian coast they are, I presume, 

also ready to take the risk of being stopped by tense. . . . 

Anv shot that may he fired will only he after repeated warnings to bung to have 
been, disregarded, nod I am of opinion that they can In; dealt with liy lorce where it is 
considered necessary for tho protection of the revenue. 
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1 would like to draw jour attention, and lhat of IIis Britannic Majesty? CeTem- 
meiit, to [lie serious damage w hieli this action of English vessels of the Elder Dempster 
Line cause® to the success of reforms the Government here i> being pressed to carry 
out by Hia Britan me Majesty's Ctam-mont ; it is naturally very hard for them to 
understand why the British Government will not ai t them in repressing l itis wholesale 
smuggling on their coast, I would most respectfully ask lirnt this matter he brought 
before the notice of the Rigid Honourable the Secretary of State for Foreign AffSir* 
with a view to a strong request being made <o Sir Alfred Jones to take effective 
measures to end this disgraceful trade. If this is done, t can assure His Britannic 
Majesty's Government that it will result in reform being more freely and heartily 
undertaken at the behest of ibo British Gov eminent, and will vastly lighten the 
already sufficientlyarduous task of reforming a country where the chief jjoril to a 
proper collection of the revenue is entirely due to British subjects 

1 have taken this opportunity of expressing my views on this large smuggling 
question, and trust that you will kindly forward this letter to His Britannic Majesty's 
Government with a view of supporting me in a situation which 1 am well aware you 
keenly understand is one of the most trying that an official on this M ust Const of 
Africa can endure. 

Respectfully submitted, 

I have* &e. 

(Signed) "VV, J. LA MONT, Chief Inspector of Custom^ 
and Financial Adviser to the Hr public of 
Liberie. 


In-closure 4 in No. 140. 

^"7 Customs Notice No* 3 of J9QS. 

NOTICE is hereby given to all owners and masters of vessels plying on the 
Liberian Coast, and to all others whom it may concern, that the revenue gun-boat 
“Lark," under the command oT Commander J, M* liuggo, U.K., has been placed in 
commission hy the Government of the Republic of Liberia. 

2. The gun - bout ** Lark ” shall patrol on Liberian waters, and will engage in the 
preservation, protection* and support of all revenue interests and in the maintenance 
and enforcement of the Customs Laws and Regulations and the Navigation and 
Quarantine Laws of the Republic. 

H, "When necessary she w ill engage in the preservation and maintenance of peace 
and order when so directed by the president of the Republic. 

4. All vessel p, foreign or domestic, anchored or hovering within the territorial 
limit or jurisdiction, vise*, 3 miles from the nearest mainland, shall, at the request of 
the Commander or other responsible officer of the gun-boat, permit themselves to be 
hoarded 1>y a party from the gun-boat, 

5. Where the Commander of the gun-boat desires to board, he will lire one gun¬ 
shot and display the signal 44 Bring to, H according to International! Signal Code, flag 
bv day, and Hash us hy night. 

b. Masters of vessels refusing to obey this request within territorial waters will 
■thereby render their vessels liable to be fired on and subject themed yc* and vessels to 
arrest. The penalty for every such refusal shall not exceed the sum of 1,000 dollars, 

7. All vessels, foreign or domestic, found hovering or anchoring within territorial 
waters not adjacent to, or not elf, a legal port of entry, shall he liable to he boarded by 
the gun-boat* whether found lauding goods, merchandise, baggage, persons, or any thing 
or person whatsoever, or found to be not ho landing, and all manifests, specification^, 
hill of lading and other documents relating to the cargo, merchandize, or other goods 
that may have been shipped on such v esse 1 a, shall be produced for the inspectidfrof the 
officer in charge ot the boarding parly from ihc gun-boat, 

8. Any vessel found hovering or anchored outside the territorial waters and 
communicating in any way with the coast by means of boat, canoe, nr any other 
means whatsoever, said boat, canoe, or other means of communication found so 
engaged, and nil goods found therein shall be seized and forfeited to the Govern¬ 
ment of Liberia. 

9. AH foreign vessels found anchoret! ofT or hovering near places, which :ue not 
defined hy law us port? of entry, mid eonimupicating with such places fm tho 
purpose of landing persons, baggage, cargo or merchandize of any kind whatsoever 
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ehail forthwith be liable to detention aud arrest by the Commander or other 
responsible officer of the Liberian gun-boat, and the master of such foreign vessel 
shall he subject to a penalty of, in the ease of goods or packages of any description 
whatever not cargo, of not more than 1,000 dollars; and in the case of cargo M 
laid down and provided for by the Acts of 1692-8, p. % and Statute Laws, 
Book Til, p. 99, ... . „ 


which are not places defined by law as ]X>m oi tarn, aicuougu iun wmiwviuuiuuk 
with such places or not landing or shipping persons, baggage, cargo, or merc handiz e 
hIlMI and maybe boarded by the Commander or other responsible officer of the gun¬ 
boat, and full explanation required from tho master oh to his proximity to such 

non-poris of entry. , . ... 

11 All coastwise craft not exceeding 100 tons nett register, of whatever kind, 
shall bring to on demand by tho gun-boat, and produce proper transires for all 
goods and merchandise on board. 

VI. All vessels or persons found in any way or manner whatsoever contravening 
the Custome Laws and Regulations or tho Quarantine or Navigation Laws of the 
Republic shall bo, and are hereby made, subject to arrest and detention by the 
Commander of the revenue gun boat of tho Republic, or such other responsible officer 
as he may depute* 

Approved : 

(Signed) D. K HOWARD, 

Secretary of the Treasury, flLJL 
W. J. LA MONT, 

Chief Inspector of Custttms t R.L* 

The Treasury, Monrovia, November 0, 1006. 


Inclosu.ru 5 ill No. 140. 

LtfceTida Treasury Department; Treasury Notice, 

THE Commander or the Liberian gun-boat “Lark“ having reported to the 
Government that certain vessels plying on the Liberian Coast have failed to comply 
with section 4 of Customs Notice, No, 3, of 1908, by refusing to he boarded, although 
having bad clear and certain intimation of the wishes of the said Commander 

40 Notice is hereby given to all owners and masters of vessels plying on our coast, 
that the following instructions have been issued to tho Commander of tbp gun-boat 
* 4 Lirk " by the Government of Liberia, and that they are therefore required to take 
due notice of same and govern themselves accordingly 

■f if u vessel is discovered within the 3 miles torritotud lmm violating or infringing 
the Navigation and Revenue Laws of the Republic, and is in the act of escaping, you 
Will first tire a blank charge, and if that is disregarded then you will repeat I be blank 
ebai^e, in all three times.' If still no notice is token by the master of salt) vessel of 
such 9 blank charges you will then tin: or discharge a live shell across the tckmL still 
pursuing and continuing to Hy the signal * Bring to, I wish to board you, and if no 
notice is^taken of the first shell another should bo sent over hi-r—the signal nu ll Hying. 
If the vessel continue? cm her wav after theso shots have been discharged, you will 
proceed to force her to bring to by discharging a C-lh. shell, aiming at her hows or 
funnel You will aim where there is no loss of life likely t" transpire, bh-mld the 
vessel then stop you are ordered to Laird her and bring her into any port of entiy you 

may consider suitable* for prosecution rt „.„ 4T>r . 

J (Signed) 1). R HOWARD, 

Secretary of the Treasury, R.L. 

Monrovia, December 5,1903. 
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[44050] No.141. 

Foreign Office io Consul FFoMii, 

(No, S3.) 

Sir, Foreign OJfice, December 31* 1908. 

WITH reference to previous corroyJOfidenca respecting the armament of the 
gun-boat for the Liberian Government, I sun directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to 
elate that the following arms and ammunition have been provided free of charge by the 
Admiral ty and placed on board the steam-ship " Eros 11 :— 

3—G-pr, Hotchkiss guns, with "parte/ 1 
2“frpr, recoil mountings, 

2—3~pr. Hotchkiss guns, with "parts.") 

. 2—3-pr. recoil mountings. 

2—'45-in, Nordnnfeldts and ami summon, 

50 rifles, with bayonets. 

30 Webley pistols. 

30 cutlasses. 

Leather gear for above. 

You should offer these aims and accessories to President Parchy on behalf of His 
Majesty’s Government., with a suitable expression of their interest in the welfare of 

Liberia. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 






























